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Nut House Jam - Open Mic Night

Ladies Night 7pm - 9pm | Karaoke at 8pm
WEDNESDAY @ 8 pm

TUESDAY @ 7pm
Comedy Auction & FREE Bingo

MONDAY @ 7pm
FREE Poker Night

OPEN DAILY @11 am
421 FLAGLER AVE. NEW SMYRNA BEACH
For To Go Orders - 386-424-1469

NSB'S ONLY HOMETOWN BAR
LIVE MUSIC | FOOD | FUN

Cracking Nuts Since 1988!

LIVE MUSIC
Live Music All Weekend! Bands Change Weekly

WEEKLYEVENTS

SUNDAY @7pm

THURSDAY @8pm
FRI. & SAT. @9pm

Stop in for some

Tuesday - Sunday

HAPPY HOUR
SPECIALS 11AM -6PM
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4th Annual

Benefitting the Halifax Health - Hospice  
Traumatic Loss Program

May 6, 2023 
4 person scramble

8:30 am shotgun start 
$95 per person

halifaxhealth.org/rickzimmerjrgolf

Presenting Sponsor
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Beach Rentals and Refreshments of Volusia County has 
recently launched a new website, BeachRentalsVC.com, making 
it easier for beach-goers to find rental equipment and food trucks 
that service the beach in Volusia County. The website is user-
friendly and allows users to locate any of the vendors by choosing 
categories and distance from their location.

Their rental and food vendors service several popular beaches, 
including New Smyrna Beach, Daytona Beach Shores, Daytona 
Beach, Ponce Inlet and Ormond Beach. Visitors can enjoy the 
sun, sand and surf while renting top-quality equipment such as 
umbrellas, chairs, bikes, surfboards, golf carts and beach games 
from the various rental vendors located across Volusia County 
beaches.

HOW IT WORKS

Each beach rental and food truck location in Volusia County is 
individually owned and operated, and serves a specific location on 
the beach. The new website provides a list of all the beach rental 
vendors and food trucks, making it easy for users to find exactly 
what they need.

RELAX

No one wants to lug umbrellas, tables and chairs through the 
sand. The whole idea of going to the beach is to relax and unwind. 
Beach rentals work by renting equipment from the nearest vendor. 
You can either rent an open beach setup and simply sit down, or 
you can have their setup delivered to another spot that you choose 
at no extra cost. Rental rates vary and are available on an hourly, 
daily, weekly or monthly basis. Speak to the vendor closest to you 
for specific pricing details.

PLAY

For those who love surfing, paddleboarding, or boogie boarding, 
vendors can provide everything they need to catch the best waves 
in Volusia County. Visitors can also rent bikes, play competitive 
games of cornhole, or take a bike ride during a sunrise to make 
the most of their time at the beach. Browse all these vendors 
under the play category.

EAT

Volusia County is home to an array of delicious restaurants and 
that same reputation extends right onto the beach, where these 
vendors provide great meals, along with some of the best views 
in town. The website’s Locations page allows users to search for 
beach concessions by location or by the type of refreshment they 
are looking for, such as BBQ, fish tacos or ice cream.

New to the Beach - These are just a few of the new locations! 
Go to the website to browse the entire list of available vendors. 

1. Smyrna Smoothie: a pet-friendly tiki hut located inside 
Smyrna Dunes Park in New Smyrna Beach serving up freshly 
made fruit smoothies, coffee and special treats for your pup!

2. Sagalu Fashions Mobile Clothing Boutique: offering 
exceptional swimwear with trendy designs for comfort and 
fun. Located on the beach, in front of the Daytona Beach 
Bandshell. 

3. Beach Campfires: Enjoy a full-service beach campfire 
experience. Booking is easy online and the package includes: 
one beach campfire pit, two log bundles, three hours of fun, 
and four Adirondack chairs for $150.00. 

4. Bagel Barn and Deli on Wheels: Bagel Barn on Wheels 
is the latest addition to the food truck scene in Bethune 
Beach. This mobile eatery has gained a big following for its 
freshly made bagels and coffee, both served daily at their 
Edgewater location. The Bagel Barn prides itself on using 
only the freshest ingredients to make their delicious, chewy 
bagels in a variety of flavors. Whether you’re in the mood for 
a classic plain bagel or something more adventurous like a 
jalapeno cheddar bagel, they’ve got you covered. 

RESERVE / MORE INFO

If you are interested in booking a beach vendor with Beach 
Rentals and Refreshments of Volusia County, you can easily fill 
out a form online or give them a call at the number below. 

Beach Rentals and Refreshments 
of Volusia County
info@beachrentalsvc.com
www.beachrentalsvc.com
(386) 518-3165

Discover Your Perfect Beach DayDiscover Your Perfect Beach Day

Tiffany Evers is the editor and co-owner 
of East Coast Current magazine. In 2014 
she was recognized by Editor & Publisher 
Magazine as one of the “25 Under 35” 
innovators in the newspaper industry. 
She currently serves on the Chair of the 
Recreational and Cultural Services Advisory 
Board for the City of Edgewater.

CONVO
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VOLUSIA COUNTY: Volusia County residents 
and business owners are still working on 
rebuilding from the 2022 hurricane season. 
Insurance policies have a hurricane deductible, 
an amount the policyholder is responsible to 
pay their carrier before the insurance company 
can issue any payment caused by a hurricane. 
It is typically equivalent to some percentage of 
the value of the property. What many property 
owners might not know is exactly when damage 
is considered to be caused by a hurricane.

According to Florida statute 627.4025, once 
a storm has been declared a hurricane by the 
National Weather Service, all of the destruction 
it causes is hurricane damage, even if it 
weakens. The deductible goes into effect for any 
damage that happens within 72 hours of the last 
hurricane watch or warning issued anywhere in 
the state. The law, created in 1995, was meant 
to give residents incentives to take as much 
precaution as possible when there is a storm.

Volusia properties were impacted by flooding 
during Hurricane Ian (September 2022). For 
some, the flooding was a shock because the 
property is not listed as a “flood zone” on the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) current flood map. Property owners 
are checking with their insurance policies to 
see if the costs of repairs and recovery can be 
covered.

Property owners have insurance options 
to cover loss during fire, wind, hail, lightning 
strikes and other natural disasters, however, a 
homeowner’s policy will not cover flood damage. 
Some Volusia property owners are realizing they 
may not receive any help from their policies as 
flood insurance is carried as a separate policy 
through the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). If the property was not located in a flood 
zone, most mortgage companies do not require 
the owner to carry a flood insurance policy. 

Homeowners, businesses and renters have 

an option for additional coverage through the 
NFIP, established in 1968. Federally backed 
flood insurance is available in participating 
communities that adopt and enforce floodplain 
management standards to reduce flood damage. 
Property owners can purchase coverage for 
structures and contents. Renters may purchase 
for their belongings. 

A separate insurance policy is required for 
flooding. A potential result of flooding is mold. 
So, is mold a covered peril? Most homeowners 
policies include mold coverage. Examples 
include mold resulting from a burst pipe or drain 
from a sink, a water heater leak, a washing 
machine malfunction or firefighters extinguishing 
a fire. Rain coming inside during a storm that 
causes damage to the roof is typically covered 
as an act of nature. Damage caused by flooding, 
however, is not part of mold coverage on a 
standard policy.

According to the Florida Department of 
Health, mold requires a few things to grow and 
multiply: nutrients (food), a suitable place to 
grow and moisture. Indoor mold growth can 
usually be seen or smelled. It is recommended 
to investigate areas with an “earthy” or “musty” 
smell. Sampling for mold in the air should only 
be done by a professional. All indoor mold 
growth should be removed promptly. 

Mold removal coverage is normally included, 
but limited to a certain amount. The amount 
varies by policy and company. The value ranges 
between $1,000 - $10,000 per occurrence. A 
property owner may be able to increase the 
amount of mold protection coverage through the 
carrier with a policy rider at an additional cost.  

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a 
member of the NSB Board of Realtors. 
She relocated from Atlanta, GA in 2005 
and is  “Loving Living at the Beach.”  
386-576-7722 | @NSBMimi      

Rebuilding & Recovery: 
Important Homeowner’s 
Insurance Info

NEWS



ECCurrent.com • March 2023 • East Coast Current   9 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day - a day where 
anyone and everyone can call themselves Irish. 
This holiday is a global celebration of heritage 
and Irish culture in general.

St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated by most with 
wearing green, drinking green beer and whiskey 
shots. People throw festive parties, as well as 
lots of restaurants. Most gatherings are equipped 
with green decorations, green drinks, green attire 
on the guests and corned beef and cabbage for 
dinner.

Parades are the biggest celebration of all, 
dating back to 1601 started in America - not 
Ireland. The St. Patrick’s Day parades started 
right here in St. Augustine, Florida!

I am 50 percent Irish on my mother’s side. 
My Irish grandfather lived with us for the last 10 
years of his life. He lived for St. Patrick’s Day! 
He would put up a big strand of shamrock lights 
and decorate his little apartment in our house. 
He blasted Irish music at all hours, and since his 
room backed up to our daughter ’s, I would hear 
her beating on her wall and begging Grandpa 
to turn his Irish music down. I found it amusing, 
because I thought it would be me beating on the 
door or wall trying to get some musical peace 
from my teenagers. 

Grandpa made his own Irish drink, which he 
called, “Kickapoo juice.” One sip was all I could 
handle. It was potent to say the least. He said he 
would drink it and see little leprechauns dancing 
around. He knew he had too much when they 
started talking back to him. It took him about 
three days to sleep it off and recuperate. 

Another famous recipe that dated way back on 
my family tree was a stew called, “Laligaslop.” 

You ate it with the traditional Irish soda bread. It 
was bad! My mom liked to stay with the corned 
beef and cabbage, potatoes and Irish soda bread. 
She always took everything to the next level. She 
would take green food coloring and with every 
item of food possible, she would turn it green to 
match our green beer.

I never wore green. It was a challenge at 
school for years. My mom bought me a pair of 
green shamrock earrings from Sarah Coventry 
back in seventh grade, and I still have them and 
wear them every year.  

I never visited Ireland, even though I still have 
relatives in County Wexford. My aunt flew there 
several years ago but couldn’t locate them. I also 
like the fact that Ireland has no snakes - you all 
know how I feel about snakes!

When Irish eyes are smiling - no more 
Kickapoo juice for you!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

The Luckiest Day of the 
Year

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. 

FEATURE
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The bags are packed, the G Taxi is loaded and 
we’re headed down to Islamorada in the Keys. I’ve 
been to Islamorada once before now and I am looking 
forward to bright blue-green, crystal clear water, 
amazing scenery, beautiful weather and the laid back 
island vibe that the Keys provide.

The Kon Tiki Resort, where we are staying, is right 
on the water and has a private lagoon, a dock with 
boat access on the gulfside and a beautiful view. The 
accommodations are excellent, but I’m ready to start 
exploring.

We are heading to Robbie’s Marina located at the 
south end of Islamorada, just across the bridge from 
our resort. It is a destination for many when traveling 
here. We start out by ordering a few drinks with 
umbrellas and stone crab claws at the Hungry Tarpon, 
which boasts a fantastic view of the water. 

There is an area at the end of the dock with gigantic 
tarpon you can feed for $5. The pelicans seem to 
get more of the fish than the tarpon; they are not shy 
or afraid of people and aren’t hesitating to dip into 
buckets when the people are busy paying attention to 
the fish. 

The marina provides fishing, inshore, offshore, party 
boats and private charters. Paddleboards, kayak and 
jet ski rentals or tours are available, also an open air 
market with souvenir shops all within walking distance.
The ceiling in the restaurant area is covered in dollar 
bills signed by all who have passed through here. We 
will be no exception! We grab a marker and stapler, 

provided at the hostess stand, to make our presence 
known forever! Or at least until the dollar was ripped 
down…

I’m back in the G Taxi (my super sweet mini van to 
be exact), and thankful it has some pick up. There are 
only two lanes and getting into the shuffle of cars on 
the island is becoming difficult and nerve wracking. I’m 
heading to get a fishing license, because Islamorada is 
a fisherman’s paradise and I want to try my luck. 

Bobby G Takes on Bobby G Takes on 
Islamorada in the KeysIslamorada in the Keys

CONVO



Bud n Mary’s (pictured above) is my next stop. This iconic place was 
established in 1944 and is the largest and oldest fleet in The Florida Keys 
fishing industry. This is where I will seek my information so I can catch 
some fish. I need sinkers, hooks, leaders and some live shrimp. They have 
to let me in on some fishing secrets, some local insider information on how 
to slay the fish, right?

The man behind 
the counter tells me, 
“All you gotta do 
is chum (dead fish 
and guts packed in 
a netted cube) right 
where you are, and 
then throw your bait 
in right next to it and 
you’ll catch a bunch.” 
I’ve fished for 3 hours, 
snagged the chum 
cube twice, and 
broken off both pole’s 
lines in the rocks! I’ve 
had enough.

Tiffany, and I are 
meeting and greeting 
at the Amara Cay 
Resort with her family 
because we are here 

for her cousin’s wedding. The resort is incredible and the temperature is 80 
degrees. I’m lying in a lawn chair, by the water, looking up at the moon and 
stars through the palm trees and I feel like I’m in a Corona commercial.

There are many things to see, but we only have a couple days before 
we leave. We’ve decided to do something where we can see the fish 
in their environment. “Let’s go snorkeling!” We are going to Islander 
Girl Snorkel and Tours, which we chose because there is no specific 

destination pre-determined. The captain decides based on the weather 
and water clarity. 

Atlantis and Dillon (pictured below) are our crew and I’m out of the boat 
like Jacques Cousteau. The water is a little chilly at first, but I’m getting 
used to it swimming alongside so many different species of fish off a reef 
about a mile offshore. I’m trying to get deeper, holding my breath long 
enough to grab the bottom and swim alongside the nurse sharks nestled 
just above the ocean floor. It’s exhausting and I am struggling, but I finally 
make it and have a second or two to enjoy it before having to surface 
before I run out of breath.

We are welcomed back with a complimentary rum drink for Tiffany, and 

share our experiences as we make our way back to the dock. “Dolphins!” 
Tiffany yells. Our crew gives us a few extra minutes to check out the 
playful pod swims next to the boat. The perfect end to a perfect trip on the 
water. Thank you Atlantis, Dillon and Islander Girl Snorkeling and Tours for 
an epic adventure - we will be back!

I have so many great images in my mind to take with me that I won’t 
forget as we head back home. Islamorada is a gem and the experience… 
priceless. 

Bobby G Out!
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Scotty Sudakis AKA Bobby G is a 
freelance writer and frontman in 
5 Time Shag. If you have anything 
you’d like to see Bobby G “take 
on” in a future article please email 
the editor directly at:
ECCurrentEditor@gmail.com
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Get The Scoop...NEWS
UPCOMING EDGEFEST EVENTS

Paws and Claws Par ty:

Do you love animals? We sure do - big ones, little 
ones, fur ry ones - the city of  Edgewater loves them 
all! We have par tnered with the Edgewater Animal 
Shelter and will celebrate animals of  all kinds at the 
annual EDGEfest Paws and Claws par ty on Saturday, 
March 18, 2023 at Rotary Park (902 West Park 
Avenue) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

There will be plenty of  fun pet-related contests, 
pet blessings, a lure course, story time, and lots 
of  pet resources and vendors on hand. You may 
even find a forever friend at one of  the many rescue 
organizations who will be represented. There will be 
food, music and probably a good deal of  barking! 
We will also be collecting donations of  food and 
supplies for the Edgewater Animal Shelter. 

Mark your calendar and bring your four legged 
friends (on a leash, of  course)!

Easter Eggstravaganza:

Spring is just around the corner and we hope you 
will hop on over to the Hawks Park Ballfields (behind 
the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA at 148 West 
Turgot Avenue) on Saturday, April 1, 2023 for our 
annual Easter Eggstravaganza. 

We will have four fields, designated by age group, 
loaded with a total of  15,000+ eggs. All the eggs 
are stuffed with goodies and you may even find one 
of  our “prize” eggs. We will have music, food and 
fun while you wait for the Egg Hunt to begin. 

The fun star ts at 10:00 AM with the Egg Hunt 
beginning promptly at 11:00 AM. 

Be sure to bring a basket to collect the eggs and a 
big smile for a photo with our Easter Bunny.

For more information about how to get involved, 
please call (386) 424-2400 x7207 or email      
SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org. 

CityOfEdgewater.org

EMPOWERING WOMEN SIGNATURE EVENT COMES 
TO NSB

The Empowering Women Signature Event is set to 
take place at the  Brannon Center in New Smyrna 
Beach on Wednesday, March 29, from 7 - 9 p.m. The 
featured guest inter view is with New Smyrna Beach’s 
own  Suzy Toronto! 

Suzy is a best-selling ar tist and writer. Her 
distinctive ar twork  and inspiring words celebrate 
life, family and the special bond between friends. 
Her signature drawings can also be found on 
her popular line of  greeting cards,  as well on 
calendars, bookmarks, magnets and a variety of  
other gift items. 

The  event also features a discussion with panelists: 
Jodi Hinkle, founder of  HerQuest Experiences; 
Joanna Rajendran, author of  “My Guru Wears 
Heels;”  Teresa Rand, founder of  The Boss Lady 
Women’s Leadership Community; Tanya Kowalski, 
founder of  SilkenPure; and Dr. Delicia M. Haynes, 
founder and CEO of  Family First Health Center. 

“Twinkle” Marie Manning is the host of  the 
Empowering Women Signature Event. Twinkle is the 
founder of  TV for Your Soul and executive producer 
of  TV for Your Soul’s Empowering Women program. 
She is an award winning producer with more than 
two decades experience in television production, 
event planning and nonprofit leadership. 

Melusine’s Haven is the fiscal sponsor. The 
event also offers networking and mingling 
oppor tunities.  The overarching theme of  the 
event is Thriving Through Transitions. Tickets 
are $45 per person. For more information, email    
EmpoweringWomenTelevision@gmail.com or visit:

EmpoweringWomenTV.org/NSB

PARS AND PURPOSE FOR A CHILDREN’S 
CURE RAISES OVER $100,000 FOR ST. JUDE 
CHILDREN’S  RESEARCH HOSPITAL 

Pars and a Purpose for a Children’s Cure benefit for 
St. Jude Children’s  Research Hospital has raised 
an astounding $110,000 over the last 16 months. 
Ran by Ponce  Inlet local, Dave Vanvalkenburgh, 
the non-profit prides itself  in being able to give 
100 percent of  the  proceeds raised from various 
events to their cause. 

“I have been very for tunate in life, and I want to 
give back,” said Mr. Vanvalkenburgh. 

The funds raised will go towards the research 
and treatment programs that help countless 
children, and the success of  these past events is 
a testament to the generosity and suppor t of  the 
local community. 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital has a 
lifesaving mission dedicated to finding cures for  
children battling cancer and other life-threatening 
diseases. The hospital never sends a bill to  
families for treatment, travel, housing or food, so 
they can focus on helping their child live. 

Treatments invented at St. Jude have helped push 
the overall childhood cancer sur vival rate from  20 
percent to more than 80 percent since it opened 
more than 50 years ago. The hospital is determined 
to continue making progress in this area, and with 
your help, they can. 

In 2023, there are five events planned by Pars and 
a Purpose for a Children’s Cure benefit for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital already scheduled: 

• Friday, March 24, 2023 - Ryder Cup Challenge 
Golf  Tournament and Luncheon Fundraiser at Crane 
Lakes Golf  and Country Club, 1850 Crane Lakes 

Blvd., Por t Orange. The golf  tournament star ts at 
8:30 a.m., and par ticipants will receive breakfast  
from Panera Bread, a greens fee, range balls, 
beverages and a BBQ lunch. 

The Luncheon Fundraiser is from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. with door prizes, a 50/50 raffle and a silent 
auction, all for a $20 donation.

• Friday, August 12, 2023 - St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital Fundraiser hosted by the 
Fraternal Order of  Eagles #4469, 3516 S. Atlantic 
Ave., Daytona Beach Shores. $20 tickets (includes 
gratuity for volunteers). Available at Eagle Club 
Daytona Shores. On sale until August 10 - in 
advance purchase; only 100 tickets available.  

• Friday, October 20, 2023 - Fundraiser Gala 
Dinner and Dance at Crane Lakes Golf  and Country 
Club, 1850 Crane Lakes Blvd., Por t Orange. Entry 
by donation $30 with music by Stir it Up Duo. 

• Saturday, October 21, 2023, and Sunday, October 
22, 2023 - two different 4-Person Scramble Golf  
Tournaments at Crane Lakes Golf  and Country Club, 
1850 Crane Lakes  Blvd., Por t Orange. 

“I want to thank the Crane Lakes Golf  and Country 
Club, their staff, volunteers, and residents for  
your continued suppor t. I would also like to thank 
our title sponsors, Rosevilla Restaurant and  
Belden Communications, LLC, and our Platinum 
Sponsors Mr. Rooter and Country Inn & Suites, who 
continually help us raise funds for St. Jude’s and 
help save kids’ lives,” says Mr. Vanvalkenburgh. 

Belden Communications, LLC, is a local 20-year-old 
marketing agency and is proud to continuously be 
involved with Pars and a Purpose for Children’s 
Cure benefit for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. 

Sponsors are needed for the events to be 
successful and to be able to donate 100 percent 
of  all the proceeds to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. If  you are interested in sponsoring 
or attending any golf  tournament or fundraiser 
event, or to make a donation, contact Dave  
Vanvalkenburgh at DaveVan5674@gmail.com or 
(386) 383-3120 for details. 

StJude.org
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Gain exposure for your business in our Local Listing 
Guide. Contact Carol to get started today. 

407.484.32.07  |  ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
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Exciting news! Corsets have made a stunning comeback, gaining massive popularity on TikTok. This versatile fashion statement has quickly become a must-
have for street-style enthusiasts, effortlessly elevating any outfit it’s paired with. Whether you opt for a casual look with baggy ripped jeans or a more feminine 
feel with flowy skirts, the corset is incredibly adaptable. For a truly elevated look, try layering it over a blouse or dress. Don’t hesitate to embrace this trend 
and have fun experimenting with all the amazing styling possibilities it offers! Scan the QR code to order this Satin Spaghetti Strap Corset.

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 

You Better Shape Up

FASHION
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C
orset top:  A

m
azon / Jeans: H

&
M

Stylist • Photo • Blog:  Danielle Napolitano  IG: @Danielle_Napolitano_Stylist   |   Model: Charlotte Key  IG: @char1ottekey 



18   East Coast Current • March 2023 • ECCurrent.com 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com



ECCurrent.com • March 2023 • East Coast Current   19 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

O N E  D A Y T O N A
A R T  F E S T I V A L

ARTIST BOOTHS, VENDORS, 
CHALK ART COMPETITION, 

KIDS ART, & WINE WALK! 
For more information,  v is i t  onedaytona.com

A P R I L  1 - 2 ,  2 0 2 3    1 0 A M - 5 P M
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 MAR 4 / APR 1

Art Stroll and Gallery 
Walk features solo/group 
exhibitions, artist talks.

Art Stroll/Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB
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 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 MAR 4 / APR 1

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery stops 
featuring over 100 artists. Most of the 
artwork is handcrafted by local fine 
artists.

Ormond Art Walk

Granada Blvd, Ormond

 SUN @ 4 - 7 PM 
 MAR 5

Celebrate Ormond’s bustling dining 
scene with small plates from more 
than two dozen local restaurants 
and food  and drink purveyors. $75

Taste of Ormond

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 FRI - THUR
 MAR 10 - 17

Restaurants and bars around Flagler 
Avenue will be hosting various 
traditional and non-traditional music 
acts.

Shamrock and Roll Festival

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
 MAR 25

Enjoy strolling the Riverfront Shops 
as participating merchants serve 
wine that is paired with samples of 
quality cheese. $25 per person

Wine and Cheese Walk

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

 SAT @ 9 AM - 3 PM
 MAR 25

A lively spring festival that’s all abuzz 
with wildflower and gardening-
themed products, plants, and arts 
and crafts.

Wildflower and Garden Festival

Downtown DeLand

 SAT @ 11 AM - 12:30 PM
 MAR 25

A family-friendly, hands-
on workshop for budding 
conservationists of all ages! Register 
at: MarineDiscoveryCenter.org

Saturdays on the Marsh!

Marine Discovery Center, NSB

 FRI - SUN
 MAR 3 - 12 

Join the city for a 10-day event 
filled with street festivals, concerts, 
motorcycle races, bike shows, rallies, 
manufacturer showcases and more!

Bike Week

Daytona Beach/Volusia 

 SAT - SUN 
 MAR 25 - 26 

See talented artists and shop 
for one-of-a-kind treasures with 
a juried fine arts show.

Outdoor Arts Festival

Earl Brown Park, DeLand

3-12

 SAT @ 9 AM - 2 PM
 MAR 25

Kids develop a brand, create a product 
or service, build a marketing strategy, 
and then open for customers at this one-
day marketplace. 

25
Children’s Business Fair

Riverfront Esplanade, Daytona

 MAR 3 - 26
Find showtimes online

An exceptionally delightful farce, this 
show makes hilarious fun of what 
goes on back stage in any theatre. 
AthensDeLand.com

Noises Off

Athens Theatre, DeLand

 FRI - SUN
 MAR 24 - 26

Three days of classic cars and family 
friendly fun at the iconic racetrack!

Spring Turkey Run

Daytona International Speedway

 FRI - SUN
 MAR 31 - APR 1

Sign up at SurfFishingChallenge.com 
for pompano, whiting and bluefish 
competition, plus vendors, raffles, 
50/50 and more. 

Surf Fishing Challenge

Volusia County

 SUN @ 1 - 4 PM
 MAR 12 

Shop living window displays, watch live 
Pop Up Sidewalk Fashion Shows, see 
artisans in action in their studios, and 
find in-store specials along the Avenue. 

Flagler Ave Market Days

Flagler Avenue, NSB

12

 SAT - SUN
 APR 1 - 2

Fine art festival featuring juried 
fine artists and non-juried fine craft 
artisans, plus live entertainment 
and activities.

ONE DAYTONA Art Festival

ONE DAYTONA

 SAT @ 10 AM 
 APR 1

Bring your basket for a free egg hunt 
with age divisions, petting zoo, pony 
rides, crafts and more! 

Holly Hill Egg Hunt

Holly Hill City Hall

 APR 1 - MAY 1

Purchase your full-sized margarita during the tour 
dates, collect your stamps with each purchase, 
once all stamps are collected, drop your Tour Map 
for chances at prizes. FlaglerAve.com for maps.

The Great NSB Margarita Tour

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 FRI - SUN
 MAR 31 - APR 2

Craft beer and food tastings, 
carnival, live entertainment and 
kids’ zone! FREE admission

Spring Brew and Food Fest

Port Orange City Center

 FRI - SUN
 MAR 31 - APR 2 

Pile up in your raddest ride and come 
out for the fantastic Drive-in Laser Light 
Concert - show themes and tickets at 
FreshTix.com ($29+ per carload)

Drive In Laser Concerts

Daytona Stadium

1

4

25
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 MAR 18 - APR 18

Participants can download or pick up 
a map, then walk along to search for 
hidden eggs for a chance to win a FREE 
stay on the Avenue! FlaglerAve.com

NSB Great Easter Egg Hunt

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 THU @ 5 - 8 PM 
 MAR 16

FREE admission to dueling 
piano concert plus beer garden 
and corned beef cookoff! 

Shamrocks and Shenanigans

Earl Park, DeLand

 FRI @ 2 - 10 PM
 MAR 17

This family-friendly event 
includes live music and Irish 
dancer performances, food and 
drink and more!

St. Paddy’s Day Block Party

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

 FRI @ 5 - 8 PM
 MAR 17

A fundraiser to benefit the 
Childhood Cancer Foundation. 
MainstreetDeLand.org

St. Patrick’s Day Street Party

Downtown DeLand

 THU @ 5 - 9 PM
 MAR 16 / APR 20

Expanded streetside dining, 
vendors, special hours for 
businesses, kid’s zone, and 
specialty food vendors.

Canal Street Nights

Canal Street, NSB

1616 18-18
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days

RR
EE
MM
OO
VV
AA
BB
LL
EE

CC
AA
LL
EE
NN
DD
AA
RR
  

 FRI @ 6 PM
 MAR 10

A free admission movie, “Minions, The 
Rise of Gru!” $1 Concessions  with pizza, 
drinks, candy and popcorn. Movie starts 
at dusk.

Movie Under the Stars

Port Orange City Center

 SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
 MAR 11 

Tasters can vote for their favorite 
mac and cheese creations from area 
restaurants and groups. $15 tasting 
passports. 

Mac and Cheese Challenge

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 MAR 18

Bring your pet for a fun day - plenty 
of fun pet related contests, games 
and lots of pet resources and 
vendors on hand!

Paws and Claws Party

Rotary Park, Edgewater

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 MAR 18

$20/vehicle and free spectator admission for 
this fundraising car show featuring North FL 
Blower Cars, classics, street rods and more. 
Enjoy food, drinks, live music and awards. 

Cruisin’ the Hill

Holly Hill City Hall

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM 
 MAR 25

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $25.

Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 11 AM
 APR 1

Meet the Easter Bunny! Kids 
infant to 12 yrs. old can bring a 
basket and enjoy egg hunts plus 
activities, arts and crafts.

EDGEFest Eggstravaganza

Hawks Park, Edgewater

 SAT @ 10 AM
 APR 8

Bring a basket for an egg hunt, 
meet the Easter Bunny and visit the 
petting zoo!

Ponce Inlet Easter Party

Lighthouse Park, Ponce Inlet

1 SAT @ 10 AM - 3 PM 
 APR 1

Enjoy some close encounters 
with endangered sea turtles, 
other marine life and birds. Free 
admission.

Turtle Day

Marine Science Center, Ponce Inlet

1

11

 SAT @ 10 AM - 1 PM
 MAR 18

Celebrate Earth Day with free 
activities for the whole family. 
Family fun, food, arts and 
crafts, free parking.

Ponce Preserves the Planet

Ponce Inlet Preserve

18 1818

 WED @7 PM
 MAR 29

Networking and mingling with panel 
discussion of local women, plus interview 
with artist/author, Suzi Toronto. $45 @ 
EmpoweringWomenTV.org/NSB

Empowering Women Signature Event

Brannon Center, NSB

 SAT @ 5 - 9 PM
 MAR 25

Meet local farmers and ranchers and 
enjoy the foods and products they 
produce in a fun environment. $35 
each - (386) 734-1612 or EventBrite

Taste of Volusia

Volusia County Fairgrounds

25

 FRI @ 12 - 6 PM
 MAR 11

Enjoy some of the area’s best 
seafood, shop with local businesses, 
and have fun with free kids activities, 
games, music and giveaways.

Seafood Festival

Riverwalk Park, Port Orange

10

2925
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Edgewater, Florida has a new restaurant in town that’s quickly 
making a name for itself. La Familia is a Puerto Rican restaurant 
serving authentic cuisine that can’t be found anywhere else in the 
area. Located at 2120 S Ridgewood Ave, Unit 8, this restaurant is 
owned and operated by two passionate women, Heather Otero and 
Marie Phillips.

Heather, who grew up in a predominantly Puerto Rican 
neighborhood in Buffalo, NY, and has been cooking Puerto Rican 
food since her youth, moved to Edgewater with her husband; Eliezer 
“Fu” Otero who hailed from Puerto Rico and grew up in the Bronx. 

Marie, who originates from New Jersey and has lived in 
Edgewater for decades and is an avid traveler, crossed paths with 
Heather on Facebook and quickly became friends. They hit it off 
and decided they wanted to find a way to work together. They later 
opened Whatever’s Clever Cuisine which was a huge success and 
won Best Caterer for Volusia and Flagler County! It was then that 
“Fu” told them both, “It’s now time to let the entire community in on 

your culinary greatness,” as he knew they were capable of so much 
more.

That’s how La Familia was born. The restaurant opened in 
January 2023, just months after both owners experienced extreme 
losses. Both men in their lives passed away, but Heather and Marie 
stayed strong, supported each other, and carried out the vision! 

When describing the restaurant, Heather said, “These walls and 
the people within them heal us every day and we know they are here 
with us daily.”

The menu at La Familia is authentic Puerto Rican cuisine, 
however Heather creates specials that showcase much more than 
just the Puerto Rican culture. Each dish, from the sauces to the 
breading on their fresh caught fish is scratch-made! 

They have infused olive oil and fresh bread on every table and 
Heather’s daughter, Giana, comes in every morning to make their 

INSIDE LOOK: La Familia - Authentic Latin CuisineINSIDE LOOK: La Familia - Authentic Latin Cuisine
2120 S Ridgewood Ave Unit 8, Edgewater, FL 32141     |     (386) 588-7778     |     LaFamiliaCuisine.com 
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best selling desserts as well as serves tables, while Marie’s daughter, 
Kaylee, can be found prepping, running food and training on the chefs 
line. They take great pride in their hand picked extensive wine list featuring 
house wines from organic vineyards as well as many beers and signature 
cocktails.

The artwork in the restaurant is special as well, designed by La Familia 
and hand-painted by local female artists. Be sure to take a picture with the 
main mural in the dining room named “Juanito!” The shelves, banquets and 
the bar were all hand-built with fired wood and artistic in their own right. 
They even offer live music every Saturday and every other Friday night 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The town has been incredibly supportive. They are getting visitors all the 
way from Orlando simply because word of mouth has spread and everyone 
says, “They love the vibe and the attention to detail that’s shown.” You can 
clearly see and feel the passion behind every aspect of this establishment. 

La Familia is a must-visit restaurant for anyone who loves authentic 
fresh dishes, impeccable service and a comfortable vibe! Just look at the 
reviews on every platform - everyone is head-over-heels! You can find 
their menu online, and reservations are strongly encouraged. Come for the 
food, stay for the family feel, and leave with an unforgettable experience!

*Photos of staff and food were taken by Kelli D Photography, all other photos were 
taken by Kelsey Walters.

Tiffany Evers is the editor and co-owner 
of East Coast Current magazine. In 2014 
she was recognized by Editor & Publisher 
Magazine as one of the “25 Under 35” 
innovators in the newspaper industry. 
She currently serves on the Chair of the 
Recreational and Cultural Services Advisory 
Board for the City of Edgewater.
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Equestrian Adventures 
of Florida - Palm Coast

TRAVEL

Picturesque beaches are Florida’s 
calling card - keeping tourists and locals 
alike flocking to the sandy shores all year 
long. Walking the beach is nothing new to 
most Floridians, however this past month, 
we decided to explore the shore a little 
differently...

Equestrian Adventures of Florida offers 
a unique beach experience - all from 
horseback. These riding tours are a perfect 
way to head out for an adventure, without 
having to pack up your beach gear. Scott and 
I met up with the owner and our tour guide, 
Jennifer, for a truly magical experience along 
the beaches of Palm Coast. Our group also 
included a trio of sisters who were visiting 
the area for a fun girls’ weekend and family 
bonding time. 

If you’ve never been horseback riding, or 
even seen a horse up close, don’t fret! In fact, 
our group included experience levels ranging 
from seasoned riders, who hadn’t been in 
the saddle for a while, all the way to those 
who have never ridden at all. Regardless of 
your skillset, this tour is suitable for everyone 

and includes a quick crash course in... horse 
steering. 

Jennifer has a special connection to each 
of her animals and is in-tune to their likes, 
dislikes and personalities. She skillfully 
pairs her riders with their horse for the 
best experience possible. I was partnered 
with King Midas, a steady and gentle giant 
who hails from the King Ranch bloodline of 
Texas fame. Scott rode Tex, a mischievous 
troublemaker who always had to be the 
leader of the pack. It was a perfect match.

Before hitting the beach, we all took time 
to meet our horses. Much like myself, they 
are all highly motivated by snacks and a 
cooler full of carrots was brought out for 
introductions. We got to know each other 
over fistfuls of orange treats, then it was 
time to saddle up. Jennifer walked each of 
us through how to handle our horse, how to 
best communicate with them and the quirks 
of each animal to be aware of. 

Unlike some other trail rides, this was not 
a tour where horses are tethered together 

Article by: Kelsey Walters
Photos by: Equestrian Adventures
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Kelsey Walters is the CFO 
and one of the co-owners of 
East Coast Current. She is a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of six years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 5-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi, Bluey and BamBam. 

like an oversized pony ride. Although the little herd of 
“brothers” all stuck together following their mom, each rider 
was responsible for guiding their animal and keeping them 
moving along. Often, Midas’ eye wandered to the green 
“salad bar” along the dunes and I had to remind him we were 
on a mission, and snack time would come after the ride. 

Scott and Tex, 
however, were on a 
mission of mischief 
and wandered 
throughout the 
group to chat, stir 
up trouble and 
weasel their way 
to the front of the 
line. If Tex ever 
noticed he was 
lagging behind, he 
would take off into 
a strong trot to get 
back to the front, 
sending Scott into 
a fit of giggles like a 
gleeful little kid.

For safety and insurance purposes, riders must be 10 years 
old and up and must be able to ride on their own. There are 
also no cell phones, cameras or any other items allowed on 
horseback, for your and the horse’s safety. This also ensures 
you’ll be distraction free and able to take in the scenery and 
truly enjoy the ride. Don’t worry, though - Jennifer takes tons 
of amazing photos and videos throughout the tour that are 
all included and given to you at the end of your ride. Horses 
are guided into the water for an experience you won’t soon 
forget, plus you’ll stop for some fun posed photos that are 
way better than any selfie you could have snapped! 

Our ride was about an hour long, and covered about 2.5 
miles of the hard-packed sand in Palm Coast. This area is 
one of the only beaches you can ride on in Florida, and the 
closest to Volusia County. We went on a perfect day that was 
just cloudy enough to stay out of the sun but comfortably 
warm. If the beach just isn’t your thing (Scott burns just 
walking to the mailbox so a summer ride would toast him for 
sure), trail rides through state parks are also available.  

If you’re looking for an unforgettable adventure, a romantic 
ride with your partner, a new experience while visiting, or just 
a different perspective of this beautiful place we call home, 
Equestrian Adventures is just the ride for you!  

EQUESTRIAN ADVENTURES OF FLORIDA
Touring Palm Coast beaches and Ormond Beach state parks
(386) 846-8386 (text recommended)
EquestrianAdventuresFL.com
EquestrianAdventures@gmail.com
FB: Equestrian Adventures of Florida
Insta: @EquestrianAdventuresFL 
By appointment only, schedule subject to tide conditions
Beach Tours: $135/person
State Park Tours: $75/person per hour
Custom packages available



28   East Coast Current • March 2023 • ECCurrent.com 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

PISTACHIO CRUNCH

• 1/4 cup all-purpose flour

• 1/3 cup brown sugar, 
packed

• 3 tablespoons unsalted 
butter, softened

• 1 teaspoon cinnamon

• 1/2 cup pistachios, 
chopped

AVOCADO CHOCOLATE 

CHIP MUFFINS

• 2 cups all-purpose flour 
or whole wheat flour

• 2 teaspoons baking 
powder

• 1/2 teaspoons baking 
soda

• 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

• 1 large ripe avocado, 
mashed

• 3/4 cup granulated sugar

• 1 large egg

• 1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

• 1/2 teaspoon almond 
extract

• 1 cup plain Greek yogurt

• 1 cup chocolate chips

Ingredients:

Avocado Chocolate Chip Muffins w/ Pistachio CrunchAvocado Chocolate Chip Muffins w/ Pistachio CrunchTASTE

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook 
author with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she 
also runs Fork & Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Prep Time: 20 minutes  •  Cook Time: 23 minutes  •  Servings: 12Preparation:

These moist Avocado Chocolate Chip Muffins with Pistachio Crunch are a delicious, healthier addition to any morning! Replacing the butter 
with avocado reduces calories, fat and cholesterol in each bite, and the pistachios give them a lovely crunch that will make you look forward to 
breakfast again!

INSTRUCTIONS 
Pistachio Crunch:
Whisk together the flour, sugar and cinnamon. Rub the butter into the dry ingredients with your fingers, then toss with the chopped pistachios. 
Set aside.

Muffins:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Spray a standard muffin tin with baking spray, or line with 12 silicone liners (SEE NOTES) and spray them well. 
In a medium bowl, whisk together the flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt. Add avocado to a large bowl (or into a stand mixer) and beat 
until smooth. Add sugar and mix until well combined. Add the egg and beat until completely combined. Add the vanilla and almond extracts 
and yogurt and mix well. Add half of the flour mixture into the batter and mix until just combined. Repeat with remaining flour, mixing until just 
blended. Gently fold in the chocolate chips. Divide the batter among each liner. Sprinkle the streusel topping evenly over the batter. Bake for 
21-25 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. Allow to cool 3-5 minutes before removing to a rack to cool. 

NOTES
Using silicone liners in this recipe is very important to avoid sticking! With no oil from the butter being replaced in the recipe, the baked muffins 
will have a hard time releasing from paper liners, and you will lose quite a bit of muffin in the process. If you don’t have silicon liners, be sure to 
spray the muffin tins generously with baking spray.

NUTRITION
Calories: 330kcal | Carbohydrates: 50g | Protein: 6g | Fat: 11g | Saturated Fat: 4g | Cholesterol: 24mg | Sodium: 168mg | Potassium: 260mg  
Fiber: 2g | Sugar: 28g | Vitamin A: 185IU | Vitamin C: 2.1mg | Calcium: 85mg | Iron: 1.7mg
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Avocado Chocolate Chip Muffins w/ Pistachio CrunchAvocado Chocolate Chip Muffins w/ Pistachio Crunch

After four years of living in Daytona Beach, I feel like I’m finally 
starting to get the hang of where to go and where not to go during 
each season or event. For example, during the NASCAR races, 
it’s best to stay further east, away from the Speedway and ONE 
DAYTONA. During Bike Week, it’s the opposite! With all that said, 
I’ve found that there are plenty of “touristy” things around town 
that I love even when it means bumping into a lot of visitors!

The beach is the most obvious place to start. We try to go 
early and leave around lunchtime to avoid the biggest crowds. 
With three kids and a lot of beach gear, parking near a shower 
feels like a must, so we enjoy Sun Splash Park (611 S. Atlantic 
Ave., Daytona Beach), Frank Rendon Park (2705 S. Atlantic Ave., 
Daytona) and Andy Romano Park (839 S. Atlantic Ave., Ormond). 
As a Volusia County resident, the pass to drive on the beach is 
definitely worth the price and ease of access, especially if your car 
has 4-wheel drive. We won’t talk about the two times I was stuck 
on the beach in my 2-wheel drive van… 

Don’t forget to visit the local beach shops while beachside, 
too! Salty Dog Surf Shop (100 S. Atlantic Ave.) in Daytona Beach 
almost always has their mascot labradoodle, Salty, in store to pet 
while browsing. My girls like to call the Maui Nix Surf Shop (635 N. 
Atlantic Ave.) mascot the, “little man with the big belly!” The shops 
along the boardwalk and near the Bandshell (205 N. Atlantic Ave.) 
are fun to check out, too. 

One last stop beachside before heading to the mainland is mini 
golf or “Adventure Golf!” Pirates Cove in Ormond Beach (226 
Cardinal Dr.) and Pirates Island in Daytona Beach Shores (3420 S. 
Atlantic Ave.) are filled with tourists but often have deals for locals. 
Congo River Golf in Daytona Beach Shores (2100 S. Atlantic Ave.) 
will also let you hold baby gators before or after your round of putt 
putt! 

Heading over the bridge, ONE DAYTONA (1 Daytona Blvd.), 
across from the Speedway, has a great combination of local and 
chain stores and food options, plus lots of entertaining events 

throughout the year. I like to enjoy my Donnie’s Donuts with a 
side of the hum of race cars doing laps on the track. I have not 
actually attended a NASCAR race and yet, but I’ve been in the 
Daytona International Speedway for a 5K put on by The Running 
Elements, a school choice fair put on by the district offices, and 
more. Of course, you can attend an actual race there, a tour of the 
speedway, or a boat or RV show outside the stadium.

The Daytona Beach Area Convention & Visitors Bureau website 
(DaytonaBeach.com) has several lists of “Trails” for visitors to see 
while in town, like the Mural Trail that I have taken many selfies 
along. We locals need to take advantage of the great places and 
activities that may be advertised for tourists of Daytona Beach for 
ourselves, too! And as they say, #LoveDaytonaBeach! 

We Live Where You Vacation We Live Where You Vacation 

CONVO

CASSIE GONYER lives in Daytona Beach with her 
husband, three daughters, two housemates, and a 
“doug” (dachshund-pug mix dog). She loves exploring 
and promoting the food, shops and events that Daytona 
has to offer. You can follow her local adventures on 
Instagram at @CassGoAroundDaytona
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UNWIND
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A saint and a sinner are polar opposites. 
Likewise is the difference between a sailor 
and a pirate. That was the premonition 
streaming through my skull as I gazed at 
Father Jerome’s hilltop hereditament atop Cat 
Island. 

A sinner pirate atop a saint’s labor of 
love and a stone crucifix staring back at me 
wasn’t helping as the muscles and teeth of 
guilt gnawed at me. It was safer to stare at 
the breathtaking ocean view past the stone 
structure as I realized why the man built 
his home atop this hill. The view was, after 
all, something to admire on a daily basis 
along with the silence that added to serenity. 
“Peaceful” was an understatement. 

Jim and his lovely girlfriend were traversing 
the perimeter of the castle while taking 
photos with a 35mm Canon. They stopped to 
take photos of each other with the ocean as 
a backdrop. I couldn’t help but admire their 
easy and free-spirited relationship as their joy 
was contagious. 

I followed my uncle into the stone 
hermitage and immediately noticed it was 
smaller than I had anticipated. The home was 
built for him alone and it appeared to me that 
Father Jerome was a short man, as we had to 
watch our heads through short doorways and 
low ceilings. 

The hermitage was a beautiful stone 
structure consisting of a personal chapel, 
kitchen, bedchamber, study and the bell 
tower. No A/C needed, as the wind blew in 
through the open windows and the chapel, 
creating a breezeway effect within the stone 
home. I was amazed but also very interested 

as to how he could live in such seclusion, but 
every glance outside reminded me that his 
love for the ocean was second to God’s. 

Back outside, I glanced around at all the 
beauty and it occurred to me that we were 
alone. No other visitors or tourists. It was as 
if time had forgotten the old castle and its 
former inhabitant. 

“I’m famished,” Abby said. 

“Let’s get back to the Double Pleasure for 
lunch,” Jim insisted.

We all agreed, and after taking a group 
photo, we headed back down the way we 
came, past the small town, onto the dinghy, 
and finally back onboard the boat, where we 
settled on the transom with cold beers and 
rum shots as the hostess was busy grilling 
some fresh fish and conch fritters. Atop 
the hill, the castle stared back at me and I 
thought, wow!

Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions… 

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on seven years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATURE

SAVE THE DATE!

ANNUAL DUCK RACE
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2023

Tomoka Outpost
2099 N Beach Street, Ormond Beach

Event proceeds benefit The Early Learning Coalition of Flagler & Volusia Counties

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

For sponsorship opportunities or to donate a silent auction item, contact Serena Piper: (386) 317-3354 or spiper@elcfv.org
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Hello again, it’s Captain Austin with Chews 
Wisely Fishing Charters. Looks like spring 
has sprung with air temperatures in the 80s 
and water temperatures ranging from 68 to 74 
degrees. I’m personally not a fan of the cold, 
and I love the springtime with all the new types 
of fish that migrate back to our waters again. 

Officially, winter goes until March 20, but here 
in Central Florida things get going a little earlier 
when it comes to fishing. With the higher water 
temps, the fish will become active and we should 
start to see redfish and snook fishing in the 
inshore waters improve greatly the next month 
or two. Springtime is one of my favorite times 
of year to fish and, along with summer, it’s my 
busiest.  

Speaking of redfish, our charters have been 
catching some really nice fish at night. Most 
of the fish are over 30 inches with some over 
40. Currently, our nighttime bite has been 
consistent, but for some reason the daytime 
fishing has been slow. Daytime fishing has 
produced some nice redfish but you really have 
to put your time in. 

We catch most of the redfish and snook 
on live bait, but a little later in the spring we 
can target the fish with lures and when the 
conditions are really good, we catch them on fly 
rods! If you have never caught a huge Indian 

River redfish on fly, then you definitely need to 
put that on your “fishing bucket list.” 

It’s getting to be that time of the year when 
you see boats running down the beach looking 
for cobia. With water temps already in the high 
60s, the cobia could be anywhere from outside 
the inlet to 10 miles off the beach. This style of 
fishing is more like hunting than fishing. It’s 100 
percent sight fishing where you are looking for 
manta rays, turtles or any floating object that 
the cobia are attracted to. Spanish mackerel will 
also start to show up right off the beach and in 
some cases shore-bound anglers can get into 
the action.

Hope you enjoyed the report - check back 
with us next month, and as always we’d love to 
take you fishing. 

CHEWS WISELY FISHING CHARTERS
Capt. Austin Campbell

(386) 689-9056
ChewsWiselyFishingCharters.com

@CaptAustinCampbell 

Fishaholic: March ReportFishaholic: March Report

WAVE
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Ponce Inlet March Tide Chart WAVE

PREMIER MARINE UNDERWATER SERVICES 
386.220.3420 • PremierMarineDetailing.com

Sponsored By:Sponsored By:
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Community partners and residents gathered on February 17 to turn 
ceremonial dirt celebrating the start of a project to overhaul East 
International Speedway Boulevard on Daytona Beach’s beachside. 
The safety and beautification project will widen and resurface travel 
lanes and sidewalks on both sides of the roadway, add a raised and 
landscaped median, underground overhead utilities and reconstruct 
signals at Halifax Avenue, Peninsula Drive and Grandview Avenue. 
Expected completion date is summer 2024.
Photo: City of Daytona Beach Government

This March, the Edgewater Animal 
Shelter located at 605 Mango 
Tree Drive is offering buy-one-get-
one kitten adoptions. Adoption 
fees are $100 for two kittens 
and include shots, microchips 
and spay/neutering. Call (386) 
402-7476 for questions visit 
EdgewaterAnimalShelter.org to 
apply.

Congratulations to the Krewe of 
Amalee on another spectacular 
Mardi Gras on Main Street and dog 
parade, held on February 18 in 
downtown DeLand. 
Photo: City of DeLand

A ceremony was held recently in Daytona Beach to celebrate 16 
local Black leaders who are being recognized with street banners on 
International Speedway Boulevard between Nova Road and Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. Be on the lookout for these commemorative 
banners made possible through a partnership between the city and the 
Midtown Community Development Corporation. For more information 
about the project, including details on the leaders being recognized, 
visit CelebratingBlackHistory.com.

Investigator Mike Ballentine was selected 
by his peers as the Holly Hill Police 
Department’s 2022 Hero of the Year 
for providing outstanding dedication 
and service. Investigator Ballentine is 
an Air Force veteran with over 30 years 
of law enforcement experience. Mike 
is currently assigned to the Criminal 
Investigations Division as an investigator/
training officer. 
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CHECK OUT WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO...

Congrats to the 
Mainland High school 
girls basketball team 
for making history on 
their 1st state title in 
school history and 
bringing home the 
2023 FHSAA SA State 
Championship. It’s 
a great day to be a 
Mainland Buccaneer!  
Photo: Mainland High 
school Athletics

Spring is nearly here and that means baby 
dolphins! Wildlife and nature photographer 
Shelley Lynch captured this playful image of the 
local wildlife in NSB. Find more of Shelley’s work 
at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

The city of Edgewater held their annual 
parent-child dance, The Princess Ball, on 
February 4, 2023 at the SEV YMCA. The 
dance raised nearly $6,000 for Edgewater’s 
Local School Scholarship Fund. Pictured 
above: Bailey Yancey (left) Avery Walters 
(right). Avery also celebrated her 5th birthday 
on February 27, 2023.  Happy 5th birthday, 
Avery!  

The Daytona Police Dept. has publicly thanked St. Johns County Sheriffs Office and Flagler County 
Sheriffs Office for including them in their donation of Bexley Boxes.  Each Bexley Box is delivered directly to 
Law Enforcement Agencies to better equip them to care for children who are victimized by crime. These 
boxes are filled with essential items such as diapers, wipes and formula as well as comforting extras like 
stuffed animals, books and coloring supplies. To learn more about Bexley Boxes and for ways to donate, 
please visit GiveButter.com/BexleyBox.

On Feb. 3, ten Volusia County children received no-cost 
comprehensive dental care at DOH dental clinics in 
Volusia County through the Give Kids A Smile program. 
The value of services provided during the event was 
over $5,000. Patients ranged in age from age 1 to 14.
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BEST DAYS TO FISH IN MARCH:  5- 9, 13 - 14, 19 - 23, 27 - 30BEST DAYS TO FISH IN MARCH:  5- 9, 13 - 14, 19 - 23, 27 - 30
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!

As our winter is winding down the bite continues to be hot, just like 
this early spring weather we have been experiencing.

Our backwaters here in Bethune Beach have been filled with bait, 
which has in turn created a plethora of hungry larger fish. 

I’ve been having a ton of luck using the Nasty Strike baits created by 
Erie Peeples of New Smyrna Beach. I find that the white color gives me 
the most consistent bite every time. 

The tail whip action and realistic look is by far the best I’ve ever used. 

My buddy and local seafood guy, Ryan Rawson, recently took a 
backwater trip with me and slayed the redfish! 

Moving forward, keep an eye out for the larger snook lurking, shallow 
water redfish and big trout in the holes.
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