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OPEN DAILY @ 11 am
www.PeanutsBarNSB.com

421 FLAGLER AVE.
NEW SMYRNA BEACH

NSB'S ONLY
HOMETOWN BAR

FOOTBALL
SEASON
SPECIAL

WEEKLY LINE-UPWEEKLY EVENTS

Live Music - Bands Change Weekly
SATURDAY @9pm
Live Music - Bands Change Weekly

FRIDAY @9pm
Live Music - Bands Change Weekly
THURSDAY @8pm

FREE Karaoke
WEDNESDAY @ 7:30PM
Comedy Auction & FREE Bingo
TUESDAY @7pm

Nuthouse Jam - Open to all
SUNDAY @ 7pm

PITCHER &
10 WINGS*

23.99$

*Available during
College & NFL Games
Domestic Draft only

Follow us on our socials at @PeanutsNSB
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The DJ’s voice signals the rotation is about to begin as the music 
starts. Are you ready? Here we go! It’s karaoke night at your favorite 
bar or restaurant and everyone on the list is ready, or maybe not, to 
put themselves out there in front of an audience and belt out their 
best version of their favorite song. Some performers are stronger and 
more confident than others, some are there for the shock or comedic 
aspect and some just have raw courage and don’t care, as long as 
they get a chance to sing. Then there are those who despise it and 
scoff at the mere mention of karaoke, avoiding it at all costs.

Before we get into that, let’s talk about where it all started. 
Karaoke began in Japan around the 1970s. The first karaoke-style 
machines actually used an 8-track tape to play its music in order 
for one to perform. That’s hilarious! When laser discs came out in 
the 80s, karaoke became more popular and more prevalent in bars, 
restaurants and households worldwide. It is now estimated to be a 10 
billion dollar industry!

I decided to ask around and see what others’ opinion of karaoke 
was, where they were going, what they were singing and what they 
enjoyed most of all. I found that some people find karaoke quite 
displeasing enough to compare it to Satan. I guess Hell and karaoke 
are two places not on this person’s top 10 list. Another said he 
couldn’t stand people that were not up to his “standards” of singing 
and finds it to ruin his evening with unimaginable noise! Karaoke 
Scrooge, perhaps? 

Personally for me, it’s fun trying different songs, getting the 
crowd involved and spending time doing something I can share with 
other people that enjoy the same outlet. If I mess up or don’t do it 
perfectly, it doesn’t matter because it’s just karaoke. 

Oh, but wait a tick! There are some who take it very seriously. 
Going from place to place each night religiously, perfecting their 
songs, even entering contests for prize money. Some have one 
particular song that is their go-to, some have a bevy of songs they 
perform, and others have a nickname like David Allen Joe, a.k.a. 
Joey Ayers. I found there are those who like to get a big group 
together to watch their friends and cheer each other on, or even join 
in together for a group performance. 

The answer I found most interesting, which made a lot of sense, 
was actually brought up by more than one person I spoke to. It’s that 
karaoke gives people an opportunity to get up in front of an audience 
and perform a song without any credentials or head shot needed. 
They feel everything a professional performer might go through on 
stage. A feeling they may never be able to get any place else.

I enjoy going to Peanuts with DJ Al and then slide across the 
street to Tayton O’Brians to sing with DJ E-Rock (pictured center top 
row).They are both in New Smyrna Beach on Wednesday nights and 
both DJs are great singers and put on a fantastic night. 

On Mondays, it’s definitely AA Garden Fusion for me! I recently 
had the chance to talk with the owner, and my friend, Tom (pictured 
bottom row, far right) about karaoke night at his place. When I asked 
him about karaoke his face lit up with a smile stating, “I love to sing! 
I love to sing for others as well!” It was easy to grasp how much he 
enjoyed it. He even has a karaoke room at home for entertaining 
family and friends. Tom explained that on Monday nights at 8 p.m. 
he hosts a different style of karaoke night at his bar. It’s more of a 
family atmosphere where everyone is together, eating, enjoying each 
other ’s company and singing together. He says he often gets people 
that have never sang before because they were too nervous to go on 

Bobby G Takes on Karaoke NightBobby G Takes on Karaoke Night

Scotty Sudakis AKA Bobby G is a 
freelance writer and frontman in 
5 Time Shag. If you have anything 
you’d like to see Bobby G “take 
on” in a future article please email 
the editor directly at:
ECCurrentEditor@gmail.com

CONVO stage by themselves. If you want, you can sit right at your table, 
or if you’re really feeling it, you can get up and stand on a chair. 
No matter what you choose, everyone is there to have a good 
time and it has become a hit. 

Local and even traveling musicians have made it a point to 
show up to AA Garden Fusion, including Chuck Morel (pictured 
bottom row center), lead singer of The Click and Ian Atkins, 
lead singer of Harder Than Nunchucks. Tom himself sings and 
entertains and says he has widened his repertoire since starting, 
but Unchained Melody had to be his number one go-to karaoke 
song.

There are so many options to choose from for karaoke night 
here in Volusia County. We have collected some information to 
try and make it easier for you to find karaoke in our area. Of 
course, it’s always a good idea to call first if you’re heading out 
ready to perform. Thank you to all who participated. 

Bobby G…Singing my Song

MONDAY:
• AA Garden Fusion | 8PM - 12AM| 206 Flagler Ave, NSB 
• Cafe da Vinci‘s | Starts at 9PM | 112 W Georgia Ave, DeLand

WEDNESDAY: 
• Tayton O’Brians | 9PM - 1AM | 410 Flagler Ave, NSB
• Peanut’s Sports Bar | 7-10PM | 421 Flagler Ave, NSB

THURSDAY:
• Merk’s Bar and Grill | 7-10PM | 193 N Causeway, NSB
• YAYA’s Beachside Bar | 9PM - 1AM | 112 Dunlawton Ave, 
Daytona Beach Shores
• Issues Lounge | Starts at 9PM | 114 E Indiana Ave, DeLand

FRIDAY:
• Tayton O’Brians | 9PM - 1AM | 410 Flagler Ave, NSB
• Shotz Sports Bar | Starts at 9PM | 167 Hwy 17, DeBary
• Daytona Taproom | 8PM - 12AM | 310 Seabreeze Blvd

SATURDAY:
• Yaya’s Beachside Bar | 9:30PM - 1:30AM | 112 Dunlawton 
Ave, Daytona Beach Shores
• Ocean Deck | 2-6PM | 127 S Ocean Ave, Daytona Beach
• Tailgatorz Sports Bar & Grill | 8PM -12AM | 3411 S. 
Ridgewood Ave, Edgewater
• Peanut & George’s Pub | 8PM - 12ish | 821 Main St, Daytona 
Beach (*also on Thursday & Friday)
• Daytona Taproom | 8PM - 12AM | 310 Seabreeze Blvd
• Deland Stockyard | Starts at 9PM | 1915 Old New York Ave

SUNDAY:
• Ocean Deck | 2-6PM | 127 S Ocean Ave, Daytona Beach



“Buzz walked me through the installation,” 
says Corbett. “I owe him for helping us save 
our business.” Corbett and the crew were 
forced to build the wall last minute in windy, 
rainy conditions and in between the raging 
high tides. 

William “Bill” Roe, owner and Broker 
Associate of Ocean Properties & Management, 
located at 3500 S. Atlantic Avenue in 
New Smyrna Beach, is also experiencing 
devastating erosion at his oceanfront home. 
“I am approximately 15 to 18 feet from my 
foundation to the duneline,” states Roe who 
has owned his home for over 40 years. “I have 
observed the beach change. The FDEP needs 
to work with homeowners to grant permanent 
coastal armoring. It is only a matter of time 
before homes are washed away,” comments 
Roe.

On December 1, 2022, the FDEP amended 
an emergency final order (EFO) stating, 
“Emergency authorization for coastal 
armoring in Volusia County made necessary 
by Hurricanes Ian and Nicole.” The amended 
order allows for additional flexibility for the 
agency to permit seawall structures in Volusia 
County. FDEP remains the only authority that 
may issue coastal construction permits for 
seawalls. This amendment to the EFO now 
classifies all structures within the developed 
shorelines of Volusia County between 
reference monuments R51 to R143 (Amsden 
Rd. in Ormond Beach south to Inlet Harbor Rd. 

in Ponce Inlet) and R161 to R194 (Sapphire 
Ave. south to the Sandpiper Condominium in 
New Smyrna Beach) as “vulnerable.” 

During the weekend of December 10, 2022, 
Volusia’s coastal communities took on another 
wave of extreme high tides. It was reported 
that some temporary sea wall structures 
failed because of the intense wave action. 
On December 14, 2022, President Joe Biden 
officially declared Volusia County, along with 
other counties in Florida, as a federal disaster 
area resulting from Hurricane Nicole. 

Residents seeking a seawall permit or 
information regarding reference monuments 
are encouraged to contact FDEP at (850) 245-
2094 or (850) 245-8570. For a limited time, 
FDEP staff are available to speak to residents 
at 440 S. Beach St., Daytona Beach. To view 
the entire emergency order, request a copy via 
email at: CCCL@FloridaDEP.gov. 

Featured picture is owner, Teri Corbett, in front 
of Angel Inn the Sand and the revetment sea 
wall using TrapBags. 
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NEW SMYRNA BEACH: The combined impacts 
of Hurricane Ian (September 2022), Hurricane 
Nicole (November 2022), annual nor ’easters 
and significant high tides to coastal properties 
in New Smyrna Beach was devastating. The 
storm surge was so strong that several coastal 
buildings and single-family homes were deemed 
“unsafe” and/or “uninhabitable.” Currently, many 
oceanfront properties are at risk for collapse 
unless permanent coastal armoring, better 
known as a seawall, is permitted. 

Frank Murru and Teri Corbett, husband and 
wife, are local New Smyrna Beach residents and 
small business owners of Angel Inn the Sand, 
located at 1100 E Third Avenue in New Smyrna 
Beach. The oceanfront vacation rental offers 
four individual apartment style rooms that can be 
rented nightly. Corbett recalls, “The city told me 
my business is going to collapse into the ocean.” 
Hurricane Ian destroyed the dunes in front of the 
property. Hurricane Nicole’s forecasted storm 
surge had the potential to sweep the structure 
into the ocean. 

After Hurricane Ian, Corbett worked with the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) for a temporary seawall permit. 
“We were nervous the straight up and down 
construction design the FDEP recommended 
was going to fail during the next storm,” 
comments Corbett. Corbett and her husband 
have backgrounds in commercial aquarium and 
marine construction. They decided to take action 
themselves to save their property. Temporary 
permits can be granted by the FDEP after a 
significant storm to assist recovery efforts of 
beachfront property owners. 

As Hurricane Nicole drew closer, Corbett and 
Murru were desperately searching the internet 
for “emergency seawall designs.” The search 
results connected them to Buzz Wade, owner 
of TrapBags.com - a low cost, rapid-deploy, 
engineered flood and erosion control barrier bag 
system. Corbett was able to rally family, friends 
and neighbors to help them hand-place 648 bags 
filled with 60 pounds of concrete mix to build a 
revetment wall. The design is a tiered structure 
that provides protection against erosion caused 
by wave action, storm surge and currents. 

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a 
member of the NSB Board of Realtors. 
She relocated from Atlanta, GA in 2005 
and is  “Loving Living at the Beach.”  
386-576-7722 | @NSBMimi      

Coastal Property Owners & 
FDEP Take Action Against 
Sea Level Rise & Erosion

NEWS
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Finding Beauty - Happy New Year! Some 
things we can all be happy to leave in 2022 
include hurricanes and bad habits. One thing we 
really wanted to keep with us in the new year 
was our hair.

The Egyptians, in the tenth century B.C., 
were the first known civilization to take care of 
their hair. They obsessed over it. Most shaved 
their heads and made hair out of things like 
horse tails to give them “luxurious” hair. 

We have come a long way since the 
Egyptians, but our hair is still a high priority, 
and we are constantly learning new procedures 
for healthier hair. Hair care has become as 
important for men as it is for women. 

We are all guilty of bad hair care at some 
point, but we can change to healthier hair now. 
You need to protect your hair from the sun and 
UV damage, but what will help? Wear a hat or 
spray a sun damage protection product on it. 
There are several on the market to choose from. 

Tight hair styles will break your hair. Get rid 
of rubber bands and switch to soft scrunchies 
or pull your hair back with bobby pins. Over 
washing can strip hair of the oils it needs. As 
for heating and styling, save the hot tools for 
special occasions or when truly necessary.

Swimming - whether in the pool or ocean, 
if you don’t rinse your hair with fresh water, 
or better yet, use a leave-in conditioner, it will 
cause your hair to “drink up” the harsh chlorine 
or salt water. These practices will also help you 

maintain your hair color longer.

Now the big one which affects just about 
everybody is hair loss. Hair thinning or loss can 
be caused from numerous reasons - pregnancy, 
stress, over-processing or heredity. As we age, 
adding to the list is medications and nutrition. If 
you are concerned, talk to your doctor or your 
cosmetologist for ways to help control the loss.  

We have several options to help add hair 
when nothing else will help. There are several 
types of hair extensions and hair pieces on the 
market. Consult with your hair professionals to 
see which option is best for you. Most actresses 
and actors wear hair pieces or extensions 
on T.V. and in movies. I know this to be true, 
because my husband, David, and I have 
worked with many celebrities’ hair pieces and 
extensions over the years. 

Don’t panic when you see some hair in your 
hairbrush or shower drain. The average person 
loses anywhere from 50 to 100 strands of hair 
per day.

Make your hair a top priority and you’ll look 
fabulous in the New Year.

Hair Today - Gone Tomorrow

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. 

FEATURE



Natural Wonder Meets Old 
Florida
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If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org

The holidays are over, winter break has come to an end, and 
life is returning to normal after the excitement (and chaos) of the 
season. If you find yourself in a wintertime rut after all the hustle 
and bustle searching for something to do, I have just the thing. 

Unlike the rest of the country huddling inside away from 
the cold, we Floridians thrive in the outdoors during the winter 
months. Tallahassee Museum is the perfect place to get outdoors 
and explore, all while learning more about our great state’s 
history. Getting back into the swing of learning can be tough after 
a long break from school, but the museum makes the experience 
interactive and packed with fun.  

Tallahassee Museum combines history, nature and wildlife in a 
unique way that is unlike your typical museum. While the 52-acre 
property is quite large and packed with things to do, you’ll find 
yourself relaxed and taking your time to explore. Here you’ll find 
a taste of 100-percent natural Florida in their half-mile nature 
trail. 

Stroll the wildlife trail on elevated boardwalks through habitats 
of native Florida animals for an up-close encounter. We met the 
likes of some of our region’s most famous inhabitants including 

the black bear, plenty of deer, red and grey foxes, bobcats and 
even the incredibly rare Florida panther, who was lounging in his 
oversized kitty hammock in the afternoon sun. 

We spent a lot of time visiting with the red wolves, the most 
endangered wild animal in the United States. All of the museum’s 
wildlife ambassadors live, or once lived, natively in Florida’s Big 
Bend region. Now calling the museum home, these creatures are 
unable to live in the wild due to injury or other restrictions and 
help to educate visitors on the importance of our native species.  

Outside of Floridian inhabitants, the museum also hosts 
regularly rotating “Guest Animals” from around the world. On 
exhibit now are a pair of very playful dingoes, Australia’s first 
wild canine. Avery had a blast interacting with the pair who would 
run up to the window to greet her every time we stopped by. 

Further along the trail, you’ll find artist Jim Gary’s famed 
dinosaur sculptures dotting the waterfront landscape. The 
museum is now home to Gary’s largest collection of dinosaurs 
made from reclaimed auto parts that were first brought to life in 
1979.

 

The Tallahassee Museum

Airports, Cruises, Events, Medical 

New Smyrna Beach Based

• Local Drivers 
• One million dollar liability policy 
• FREE QUOTE! 
• Visit: www.bontimeconcierge.com

or call / text 

(386) 314-7876
Jeffrey

About Us?

Free Qoute or
Reservations?
F
R

?

• One Way or Round Trip 
• Know Before You Go!
   Cost, Driver, and Vehicle 
• Mid-size and larger fleet 
• Talk live to your driver  

Photos & Article by: Kelsey Walters

TRAVEL
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Kelsey Walters is the CFO 
and one of the co-owners of 
East Coast Current. She is a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of five years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 4-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi, Bluey and BamBam. 

Stop at the Big Bend Farm for a day on the homestead in the 
rural 1880s of Florida. The authentic farm buildings, complete 
with farm animals, display a simpler time in our history. The 
surrounding area exhibits other industries that served to pioneer 
the state, such as blacksmithing and milling. If you’re lucky, you 
can catch a demonstration of the tools of the trade like we did 
when we stopped at the blacksmith.

The other end of the property displays a step back into Old 
Florida, during the mid-1800s to early-1900s. The centerpiece 
Bellevue Plantation, once owned by a French princess by 
marriage, is open to explore and get a taste of plantation living. 
Nearby, you’ll find the contrasting lives of those enslaved on the 
plantation with the Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church - the 
first regularly organized Black church in Florida, lovingly restored 
by its congregation in 1937 and moved for preservation to the 
museum. 

The Concord Schoolhouse, built in the 1870s to educate 
children of former enslaved people, sits next door. Avery spent 
a lot of time exploring this area, going to “class” in the one-
room schoolhouse and hopping aboard the Seaboard railroad 
caboose, which was formerly used across North Florida to move 
cash crops to market. 

There is something for every age to explore here, from a huge 
wooden play structure for kids to the Tree-to-Tree Adventures 
in the canopy above. The Canopy Crossing extends through a 
large portion of the museum and consists of 14 obstacles, 25 
platforms and seven ziplines - all in the treetops overhead. The 
Soaring Cypress route doubles the course to include Canopy 
Crossing, plus a grand total of 16 ziplines! Little adventurers 
(41 to 60 inches tall) can explore the smaller Treemendous 
Adventures. Even though our day was full of adventure, we had 
such a relaxing time after the holidays. We couldn’t get enough 
of Tallahassee Museum, and know you will love it, too! 

TALLAHASSEE MUSEUM
3945 Museum Drive, Tallahassee 32310

(850) 575-8684
TalahasseeMuseum.org | @TallahasseeMuseum

Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sun: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
$14.50/adult; $10/child ages 4-15 (3 and under free); $13.50/
senior
Tree-to-Tree Adventures: $19 - $50 (purchase as combo ticket 
online with admission and save!)
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Get The Scoop...NEWS

LOANS AVAILABLE FOR HURRICANE NICOLE

Residents, businesses, nonprofit organizations and 
homeowner associations impacted by Hurricane 
Nicole may now apply for a loan through the U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA). Loans are 
available to assist with physical proper ty damage 
and economic injury.

Currently, disaster loans are available for those 
impacted by Hurricanes Ian and Nicole. If  affected 
by both storms, an application must be separately 
submitted. The application deadline by storm and 
type of  loan is as follows:

• Hurricane Ian - Physical Proper ty Damage: 
Jan. 12, 2023

• Hurricane Ian - Economic Injury: June 29, 
2023

• Hurricane Nicole - Physical Proper ty 
Damage: Feb. 13, 2023

• Hurricane Nicole - Economic Injury: Sept. 
13, 2023

The 12-month defer red payments with zero interest 
accruing during the loan’s first year apply equally to 
both Hurricanes Ian and Nicole’s loans. 

Residents may apply for a loan online at 
DisasterLoanAssistance.SBA.gov/ela. Residents may 
also call SBA’s Customer Ser vice Center at (800) 
659-2955 or email DisasterCustomerSer vice@SBA.
gov for more information. 

SBA representatives are also available in the 
Disaster Recovery Center at the Florida Depar tment 
of  Health-Volusia, 1845 Holsonback Drive, Daytona 
Beach. 

SBA.gov

EDGEWATER ANNUAL EDGEFEST CAR SHOW

The calendar has just f lipped over to 2023 but 
EDGEfest already has a year’s wor th of  fun lined up! 

The first EDGEfest event of  the year is the Classic 
Car Show on Saturday, January 28, 2023 from 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Hawks Park (1108 South 
Ridgewood Avenue). There will be something for 
everyone including all the cool classics from the 
East Coast Cruisers Car Club.

EdgeFest is a year round series of  events held 
monthly in the City of  Edgewater. Each event 
includes a variety of  activities designed to 
provide something for every member of  the family.  
The EdgeFest event series is funded solely by 
sponsorships and donations. It is a fun, economical 
oppor tunity for businesses to showcase all they 
have to offer. 

There is plenty of  room for car clubs, solo cars 
and vendors. For more information, please call 
(386) 424-2400 x7207 or email SpecialEvents@
CityOfEdgewater.org. 

Save the date and join the fun at Hawks Park on 
Saturday, January 28, 2023!

CityOfEdgewater.org

NEW PRESIDENT AND CEO NAMED TO HEAD 
PORT ORANGE/SOUTH DAYTONA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

For the first time in 22 years, a new face will 
lead the Por t Orange/South Daytona Chamber 
of  Commerce. Diane Char les has been named to 
succeed Debbie Connors who retired at the end of  
2022. 

Char les, a Por t Orange resident, is a 13-time Emmy 
award-winning television executive with an extensive 
background in business, communications, event 
marketing, and non-profit fundraising. 

She has closely worked with numerous chambers 
both in television and as vice president of  
corporate communications for a major Midwest 
retailer. 

“We were looking for someone with fresh 
perspective to build on Debbie’s legacy and Diane 
is the perfect fit,” said Board Chair, Kimber ly Dillon. 
“Her enthusiastic energy, vast experiences coupled 
with her long-term knowledge of  the region will 
help us grow the chamber and market our local 
businesses,” added Dillon. 

In her new role, Char les will repor t to and work 
closely with the board of  directors, and will be 
responsible for strategic planning and execution, 
building par tnerships in the public and private 
community, as well developing the chamber’s 
funding base.

“I am extremely honored to have been selected as 
the next President and CEO of  the Por t Orange/
South Daytona Beach Chamber of  Commerce,” said 
Char les. “I am excited to begin this new phase of  
ser vice in my career, and look forward to working 
with the chamber board, staff  and all our existing 
and future members.” 

Founded in 1977, the Por t Orange/South Daytona 
Chamber of  Commerce has more than 600 members 
and represents business members from Por t 
Orange, South Daytona, and Daytona Beach Shores.

PSchamber.com

PERMANENT CHANGES TO VOTRAN ROUTES

County Council approved making Votran’s temporary 
route adjustments permanent in response to the 
driver shor tage.

After approval from County Council ear lier in 2022, 
Votran enacted route reductions in three phases 
due to a shor tage of  drivers. Route changes, which 
are now permanent, are as follows:

• All Saturday routes operate on a 
60-minute frequency throughout the day.

• Routes 3, 4, 11 and 60 operate on a 
60-minute frequency during non-peak times.

• Routes 7, 10 and 20 operate on a 
60-minute frequency throughout the day.

“Our staff  held six public meetings, two of  which 
were vir tual, allowing residents to voice concerns 
of  how the change in routes is impacting them,” 
said Votran General Manager Kelvin Miller. “With our 
driver shor tage, we had to find ways to still deliver 
a quality ser vice, but with fewer resources.”

Votran will continue to assess the needs of  its 
riders and propose route adjustments when 
appropriate. 

“If  you or someone you know likes working with 
people and driving, we’re hiring drivers star ting 
at $17.00 per hour, a full benefits package and 
provide free in-house training to obtain a CDL,” 
Miller included.

Residents may learn more about riding Votran, 
including star ting a career with them, by visiting:

Votran.org

SOCIAL WORKERS AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE 
GUIDANCE IN LIBRARIES

Volusia County residents now have another 
resource to assist them in finding help. The Social 
Worker in the Libraries program offers residents 
the ability to meet one-on-one with a social worker 
to identify appropriate programs and ser vices to 
alleviate household issues and financial burdens.

“There are so many assistance programs 
throughout our county, residents may not be sure 
which organization is best suited to help them,” 
said Community Ser vices Director Dona Butler. 

The social workers will provide information and 
refer rals to various programs and ser vices, 
including but not limited to, food/SNAP benefits, 
housing information, employment, health insurance, 
disability, Social Security, legal, substance abuse 
and mental health. The program will be available 
at all Volusia County’s public library branches to 
increase accessibility to ser vices.

As the social workers will travel among the 
branches, residents are encouraged to schedule 
an appointment to secure a meeting at their library 
branch of  choice.

To learn more about the program or to schedule 
an appointment, visit Volusia.org and search 
“Social Worker in the Libraries Program,” email 
SocialWorker@Volusia.org or call (386) 257-6036, 
ext. 16320.

Volusia.org
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Gain exposure for your business in our Local Listing 
Guide. Contact Carol to get started today. 

407.484.32.07  |  ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
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Love them or hate them, cargo pants are back! The cargo-style trouser is a Y2K-inspired essential for 2023, and it’s all over social media. From celebs and influencers to your friends and even 
your mom, the diversity of this style makes it perfect for any age, or budget. Styles range from fitted to baggy, so anyone can find a style they are comfortable in. Pair it with a form fitting shirt 
and a comfortable, yet stylish, pair of shoes and you have the perfect day look. Typically cargo pants include two large pockets in the mid thigh area, perfect for stashing phones, wallets, tater 
tots… jk (little Napoleon Dynamite joke for ya). If you ask me, these pocket filled pants have replaced yoga pants, and I am totally down with that. 

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 

Don’t Embargo on My Cargo

FASHION
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C
argo Trousers @

oldnavy / @
goodw

ill | Vegan Leather Blouse @
artiza | Bralette @

victoriasecret

Stylist • Photo • Blog:  Danielle Napolitano  IG: @Danielle_Napolitano_Stylist   |   Model: Matina Cassullo   
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice

 FRI @ 5 - 9 PM
 JAN 6 / FEB 3

Featuring the area’s best 
food trucks, drinks, music & 
more along the river’s historic 
district!

Downtown Daytona Nights

Beach Street, Daytona Beach
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 FRI @ 7 - 20 PM
 JAN 13

Comedy show featuring Norm 
Stulz plus food and full bar 
available. $8 - $15 tickets at 
BonkerzComedyProductions.com

Bonkerz: Bites and Brews

The Center at Deltona

 SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
 JAN 14

Sip, sample and socialize as you 
stroll downtown shops! $25 @
EventBrite.com or $30 on site 
registration.

Winter Wine Walk

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

 SAT @ 10 - 4 PM
 FEB 4 

A free festival of all things art, from 
visual artists and art demonstrations 
to musical performances and hands-
on activities for the whole family.

Granada Grand Festival of the Arts

New Britain Avenue, Ormond

 SAT @ 6 - 8 PM
 FEB 4

A magical night for princesses (and princes) 
of all ages with their guardian/adult 
companion. $10 per person @ Edgewater 
YMCA or City Hall (at event if available).

Princess Ball

SEV YMCA, Edgewater

 SAT @ 9 AM - 3 PM
 FEB 11 

Take a walk on the wild side with Florida 
wildlife presentations, environmental 
displays, kids’ activities, and guided hikes 
and eco-buggy tours of Lyonia Preserve.

Wildlife Festival

Lyonia Environmental Center, Deltona

 FRI @ 6:15 PM
 JAN 6 / FEB 3

Grab a comfortable chair or blanket, 
get some FREE popcorn for movie 
night! JAN: Addams Family 2 (PG);
FEB: Bad Guys (G)

Movies with a Cop

Holly Hill City Hall 

 SAT @ 10 AM - 10 PM
 JAN 7

A family event of pirate-themed 
community fun, business expo, bed race, 
live music, Pirate Ball and more! Tix @ 
PiratesOnTheEdge.com

Pirates on the Edge

Menard May Park, Edgewater

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 JAN 7 / FEB 4

Art Stroll and Gallery 
Walk features solo/group 
exhibitions, artist talks.

Art Stroll/Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB

 THU - SUN
 JAN 26 - 29

Fine art, live music, demos, food 
trucks, spirit garden, student art 
exhibit, and a creative education 
tent with hands-on art projects.

IMAGES: Festival of the Arts

Canal St./Riverside Dr., NSB

 SAT @ 1 - 4 PM
 JAN 21 

A showcase featuring food & 
beverage samplings from your 
favorite local DeLand eateries!

Taste of DeLand

W. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
 JAN 21 / FEB 18

Classic cars and hot rods line 
the avenue with live DJ music, 
giveaways, shopping and dining 
specials.

Cruise Downtown DeLand

E. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 THU - SUN
 JAN 26 - 29

Tickets are limited to this unique 
24-hour endurance race, plus a full 
weekend of other races -
DaytonaInternationalSpeedway.com

ROLEX 24 Weekend

Daytona International Speedway

 SAT @ 2 PM - 12 AM
 FEB 4

Pride Marketplace, live entertainment, 
youth activities, and more in Artisan 
Alley, followed by live music at 9 PM 
till midnight at Cafe DaVinci!

Love is Love Fest

Artisan Alley, DeLand

 DAILY TOURS
 JAN 1 -  21

Stetson Mansion decks the halls, walls 
and ceilings for the holidays! Daily tours 
offered for $27+; must be booked in 
advance @ StetsonMansion.com

Christmas Spectacular

Stetson Mansion, DeLand

 Every TUE @ 9 AM
 JAN 10 - MAR 28

A weekly series of FREE classes 
to educate residents and visitors 
about NSB’s barrier island.

Get to Know Your Island

551 Esther Street, NSB

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM 
 JAN 28

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $25.

Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 10 AM - 3 PM
 JAN 21

Enjoy various Florida history 
reenactors, historical displays, 
costumes, local history clubs 
and more!

Winter Florida History Con

MOAS, Daytona Beach

21

1-21

28

 FRI - SUN 
 JAN 13 - 15

$5 admission/carload features 16 of 
Central FL’s top boat dealers representing 
more than 80 manufacturers w/ a wide 
variety of boats.

Daytona Boat Show

Daytona International Speedway

 FRI - SUN @ 8 AM - 5 PM
 JAN 13 - 15

A car, truck and hot rod 
show featuring custom cars, 
parts vendors, clothing, food 
and more. $20 weekend 

Eastbound Getdown Show

Destination Daytona, Ormond

 SUN @ 1 - 5 PM
 JAN 29

$15 chowder tasting passports: search
“Flagler Ave Chowder Challenge” 
@ EventBrite.com. Sample and 
vote for the “Best at the Beach!” 

Chowder Challenge

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 TUE @ 6 PM
 JAN 10

Learn more about your health and 
hormones with Sumerlyn Kendrick, ARNP. 
$10 admission with refreshments provided. 
Register by texting (386) 898-4967.

Pink Lotus Healing a New Life Collaborative

Pink Lotus Massage, 4770 Ridgewood, PO

 SAT @ 11 AM - 12 PM
 JAN 21

Celebrate Arbor Day with nature-
themed crafts and activities. 
Call (386) 615-7081 to sign up, 
recommended for ages 4 -11. 

21
Arbor Day Crafts/Activities

Environmental Discovery Ctr., Ormond

 SHOWTIMES ONLINE 
 JAN 5 - 15

A not-so-happily married couple are both 
having affairs and unknowingly invite 
each other’s lovers for dinner. Tickets at 
NSBPlayers.org. 

Don’t Dress for Dinner

Little Theatre, NSB

5-15

429

10

114 4

21

76

14

21 26-29 26-29

13-15 1313-1510-31
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days
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 SAT @ 12 - 7 PM 
 FEB 11

This multi-cultural festival will 
immerse you in cool jazz, soul, 
gospel, and the blues across various 
venues.

Thin Man Watts Jazz Fest

Downtown DeLand

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 JAN 7 / FEB 4

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 JAN 7 / FEB 4

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery stops 
featuring over 100 artists. Most of the 
artwork is handcrafted by local fine artists.

Ormond Art Walk

Granada Blvd, Ormond

 FRI - SUN 
 JAN 20 - 22

A critical 3-day test that serves as the 
final dress rehearsal before the Rolex 
24. Access to cars and drivers at the 
extravaganza is an event trademark.

Roar Before the Rolex 24

 Daytona International Speedway

 SAT @ 10 AM - 1 PM
 JAN 28

There will be something for everyone 
including all the cool classics from the 
East Coast Cruisers Car Club.

EDGEfest Car Show

Hawks Park, Edgewater

 SUN @ 11 AM - 8 PM
 JAN 8

The music, fresh Latin American 
cuisine, folkloric art, children’s 
activities, and more will bring big 
smiles to everyone’s faces.

Latin Arts & Music Festival

1200 Saxon Blvd., Deltona

 THU @ 5 - 9 PM
 JAN 19 / FEB 16

Expanded streetside dining, 
vendors, special hours for 
businesses, kid’s zone, and 
specialty food vendors.

Canal Street Nights

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 4 - 7 PM
 JAN 14 / FEB 11

(Formerly the Canal Street 
Cruise) Join the East Coast 
Cruisers club for the newly 
relocated monthly car show. 

Port Orange Cruise Night

Port Orange City Center

 SAT - SUN 
 JAN 28 - 29

$8 admission for manatee viewing, 
music/dancing, kids’ zone, arts and 
crafts vendors and environmental 
education displays.

Manatee Festival

Valentine Park, Orange City

 FRI @ 5 PM
 JAN 27 

South Daytona Fire Department 
presents “Spider-Man: No Way 
Home.” Tune in with your car radio 
to or bring chairs and blankets. 

Curbside Cinema

Reed Canal Park, S. Daytona

28

8

 SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
 FEB 11

Sample delectable wines and 
chocolates at downtown merchants 
while enjoying great live music! 
$25 each

Wine and Chocolate Walk

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

 SUN @ 7 AM
 FEB 12 

The race will begin at the speedway, 
run through pit road before exiting 
the track and finishing at the beach. 
Register @ ClashEndurance.com

Daytona 2 Beach 1/2 & 5K

Daytona International Speedway

1211 11

7 7

27 28-29

1914 20-22
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INSIDE LOOK: Perrine’s Produce

PRODUCE & GROCERIES
At Perrine’s Produce we carry a full line of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Florida has two growing seasons which allows us 
to have locally grown products such as tomatoes, watermelons, 
cantaloupe, peppers, cucumbers, eggplant, squash, zucchini, 
mangoes and avocados almost year round. From Swiss chard 
to Swiss cheese we have what you need! We also carry meat, 
fresh (Port Orange and NSB locations) and frozen seafood, beer, 
champagne and wines (soon to come to NSB).

Check out our deli for a huge variety of sliced-to-order meats and 
cheeses from the Ohio Amish country. Ask for a sample of any 
of our items to experience the quality for yourself. We also carry 
unique flavors you can’t find anywhere else: such as green onion 
cheese, horseradish cheddar, Havarti dill, Lebanon bologna and 
braunschweiger just to name a few. Check our deli page online for a 
list of products.

We also have a large line of Amish-made goods including “the best” 
hand-rolled butter, jams and jelly flavors, such as Frog, Harvest or 
Christmas jam, pickles, chips, candies and snacks.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Do you need or know of anyone that is in need and could use a box 
of food (Meals Ready-to-Eat) that needs no refrigeration? Please 
fill out the form found on our website with the person’s name and 
contact information and we will contact them to come pick up a box 
of meals.

• Long shelf life when stored per manufacturer’s directions. 
• Ideal for emergency food supply.

*We will distribute the MREs depending on the individual’s needs.

NEWSLETTER SIGN UP 
Sign up on our website to receive our weekly specials, promotions, 
wine tasting events, featured products, contests, recipes, exciting 
news, events and more! 

*Information sourced from PerrinesProduce.com.

A family-owned and operated business that has been selling fresh fruit and vegetables for over 30 years. 
They pride themselves on providing the freshest produce you can find, at affordable prices at their three locations 

in New Smyrna Beach, Port Orange and Ormond Beach.
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Tiffany Evers is the editor and co-owner 
of East Coast Current magazine. In 2014 
she was recognized by Editor & Publisher 
Magazine as one of the “25 Under 35” 
innovators in the newspaper industry. 
She currently serves on the Chair of the 
Recreational and Cultural Services Advisory 
Board for the City of Edgewater.

FEATURE
NEW LOCATION IN NEW SMYRNA BEACH
The newest arrival to the Perrine’s arsenal of shops has been long awaited and anticipated by locals anxious to scoop up great deals on produce and an 
assortment of other products. The new location is located in the former Save-a-Lot building (720 S. Dixie Fwy), giving Perrine’s ample space to grow their New 
Smyrna Beach market. 

The new location is already open and fully functional, however, they are still filling up the space with product and getting everything ready to incorporate even 
more items into the space, including beer and wine. I took all of the photos below of the newest New Smyrna Beach location in December 2022, so I am sure 
there are even more items available now. Go check it out for yourself and support this wonderful local business. PerrinesProduce.com | #ECCToldMe
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Once you make this easy homemade teriyaki sauce recipe you’ll never have store bought again! It’s super easy to make 
with pantry staples and you can add in different ingredients to change the flavor profile! This teriyaki sauce is super 
versatile and an easy way to spice up any protein!

INSTRUCTIONS 
Combine water, soy sauce, honey, cornstarch and any optional ingredients in a small to medium saucepan set over medium heat. Bring the mixture 
to a low boil, then reduce the heat to medium and cook for 3 - 5 minutes, whisking constantly, until thickened.

Taste and adjust seasonings if necessary, thinning with water if you want a thinner sauce for marinating.

NUTRITION
Calories: 16kcal | Carbohydrates: 4g | Protein: 0.5g | Fat: 0.02g | Saturated Fat: 0.002g | Polyunsaturated Fat: 0.01g | Monounsaturated Fat: 
0.003g | Sodium: 192mg | Potassium: 21mg | Fiber: 0.1g | Sugar: 3g | Vitamin C: 0.02mg | Calcium: 2mg | Iron: 0.1mg

• 2/3 cup water
• 1/4 cup low 

sodium soy 
sauce

• 2 - 3 
tablespoons 
honey, or more 
to taste

• 1 tablespoon 
cornstarch

Optional Ingredients:

• 1/4 cup sake

• 2 tablespoons 
rice vinegar

• 2 tablespoons 
pineapple juice

• 1 clove minced 
garlic

• 1 teaspoon 
grated ginger 
or ½ teaspoon 
ground ginger

• 1 tablespoon 
sesame seeds

Ingredients:

Grilled Chicken Teriyaki SkewersGrilled Chicken Teriyaki SkewersTASTE

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook 
author with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she 
also runs Fork & Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Cook Time:  10 minutes  •  Servings: 12Preparation:
Homemade Teriyaki SauceHomemade Teriyaki Sauce

Prep Time: 30 minutes  •  Cook Time: 30 minutes  •  Servings: 5Preparation:

Make these Grilled Teriyaki Chicken Skewers for your next backyard BBQ. Easy to make and full of flavor! The teriyaki sauce is the magical 
ingredient in this recipe. The homemade marinade makes the chicken tender and gives it a delicious teriyaki flavor!

2 pounds chicken thighs or breasts, cut into 1-inch pieces • 1 cup homemade teriyaki sauce - recipe below.Ingredients:

INSTRUCTIONS 
Place cubed chicken in a large plastic zipper bag. Pour half of the cooled teriyaki sauce over the chicken and massage to coat. Marinate 
the chicken in the fridge for 30 minutes to 2 hours. Thread the marinated chicken pieces onto soaked wooden or metal skewers. Preheat a 
grill or grill pan to medium-high heat.

Once the grill is hot, place skewers on a lightly oiled grill. Grill for 20 - 30 minutes, turning the skewers every 5 - 8 minutes, until the 
chicken is cooked through and the internal temperature reads 160 degrees. At the 20 minute mark, baste with the remaining teriyaki 
sauce. Remove the skewers from the grill, garnish with chopped green onion and sesame seeds, and serve with your favorite sides.

NOTES
GARNISH WITH: sesame seeds, chopped green onion | SERVE WITH: steamed white rice, steamed vegetables, grilled pineapple

NUTRITION
Calories: 317kcal | Carbohydrates: 9g | Protein: 26g | Fat: 19g | Saturated Fat: 5g | Polyunsaturated Fat: 4g | Monounsaturated Fat: 8g | 
Trans Fat: 0.1g | Cholesterol: 93mg | Sodium: 2292mg | Potassium: 363mg | Fiber: 0.1g | Sugar: 8g | Vitamin A: 173IU | Vitamin C: 2mg | 
Calcium: 28mg | Iron: 2mg
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Grilled Chicken Teriyaki SkewersGrilled Chicken Teriyaki Skewers Blueberry Cobb Salad Blueberry Cobb Salad 
with Blueberry with Blueberry 
Balsamic VinaigretteBalsamic Vinaigrette
An updated version of the classic Cobb Salad featuring antioxidant-rich blueberries, 
both whole and made into a delicious Blueberry Balsamic Vinaigrette!

Prep Time: 10 minutes  •  Cook Time: 15 minutes  •  Chill Time: 2 hours  •  Servings: 8
Preparation:

INSTRUCTIONS 
Layer greens in a large salad bowl, then arrange salad ingredients in rows across the top. 
Serve with dressing.

BLUEBERRY BALSAMIC VINAIGRETTE
In a blender, combine blueberries, vinegar, honey and Dijon mustard. Pulse until blended, 
then drizzle in olive oil, pulsing until blended. Add pepper and salt to taste. Store in the 
refrigerator in a sealed mason jar for 4 - 5 days.

NUTRITION
Calories: 765kcal | Carbohydrates: 30g | Protein: 48g | Fat: 52g | Saturated Fat: 15g  
Polyunsaturated Fat: 5g | Monounsaturated Fat: 25g | Trans Fat: 0.03g | Cholesterol: 309mg  
Sodium: 696mg | Potassium: 1416mg | Fiber: 7g | Sugar: 18g | Vitamin A: 6101IU | Vitamin C: 
44mg | Calcium: 470mg | Iron: 4mg

• 6 ounces arugula, rinsed 
and dried

• 6 ounces baby spinach, 
rinsed and dried

• 1-2 chicken breasts, 
cooked and chopped

• 4-5 slices low-sodium 
bacon, cooked and 
chopped

• 4 boiled eggs, chopped
• 6 ounces cheddar cheese, 

cubed

• 6 ounces fresh 
blueberries, rinsed and 
drained

• 1 avocado, halved and 
cubed

• 1 1/2 cups heirloom 
cherry tomatoes, rinsed 
and halved

• 1/4 sweet onion, chopped

BLUEBERRY BALSAMIC 
VINAIGRETTE

• 1/2 cup fresh blueberries, 
rinsed and drained

• 1/3 cup balsamic vinegar
• 1 Tablespoon honey
• 2 teaspoons Dijon 

mustard
• 1/3 cup olive oil
• Black pepper to taste
• Kosher salt to taste

Ingredients:
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UNWIND
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NEW SMYRNA BEACH - Players on the “05 Surf Tournament 
Team” at the Southeast Volusia Soccer Club (SVSC) have focus 
and drive for winning long-term. The soccer team, made up 
of 18 players with ages ranging from 15 years old to 17 years 
old, has members that have been playing together for over a 
decade. The team has built a reputation in the community and 
competes exclusively in tournament style games. Some team 
members will continue to play at the collegiate level. All of the 
members will walk away with skills to follow a path of success 
for life. 

During their time together participating at SVSC as the 12U 
community youth soccer, ages ranging 12 years old to 14 years 
old, an unforgettable experience occurred at the Florida State 
Cup. The tournament is the first leg of the United States Youth 
Soccer National Championship series. The team was confident 
in testing their abilities as they won many of their league 
games. During the tournament matches, they were defeated. 
The team had an awakening and was forced to recognize their 
imperfections, sparking their current team dynamic. 

Team commitment became the first objective. Every player 
pledged to do what it takes to compete again at the Florida 
State Cup. The team’s goals include enhancing soccer skills, 
learning from wins and losses, growing talents and focusing on 
determination for future success. SVSC has a commitment to 
improving the athlete, focusing on development over wins. The 
community network at SVSC supported the team’s goals along 
with the families of each player.

 “After the State Cup experience, each player had to make 
the commitment that they really wanted to get better,” stated 
Forest Beeman, Assistant Coach and Field Assignor for SVSC 
and local New Smyrna Beach resident. “The parents had to 
commit to getting to training on time. Parents of this team put in 
the work to build the team relationships between the boys and 
amongst each other.” The State Cup experience stands out as a 
pivotal moment for the team. 

SVSC, along with the team, made the decision to change 
coaches. Many athletes switch coaches more frequently than 
expected. When a team transitions, three things are considered: 

self determined strengths and weaknesses, what is learned from 
past experience and integrating past training. 

“Every coach that has come on board has had a hand in 
elevating the team’s game; Johnny Mendoza (Major League 
Soccer player), Justin Carrey (College Coach), Bart Sassnett 
(College Coach) & Jonathan Lopez (College Coach),” credits 
Beeman. According to Beeman, “The primary method of getting 
a player to become a collegiate player is to get them in front 
of college coaches. They needed to play in front of college 
coaches and beat teams that were considered better. Their 
head coaches were college coaches, so immediately they had 
exposure.”

The team has grown and learned from their past and present 
experiences and continue to remain consistent with wins. 
Together, they have faced teams that are considered “top 
level” among the state soccer community. The foundation of 
friendship, fierce competition and determination continue to 
lead this team to success. This winter, the team will compete 
at the Disney Boys Soccer Showcase, a chance for the players 
to show off their skills in hopes of being recruited as they 
compete for college scholarships. The annual holiday weekend 
tournaments were hosted Dec. 27-31, 2022 at the ESPN Wide 
World of Sports soccer fields in Kissimmee, Florida.

SVSC is a community soccer club located in New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida. The club, one of five in the county, offers a 
community league for novice players, just starting out. The 
club offers teams for all ages. A love of the game and player 
development drive the club’s mission. When the players are 
ready, the club offers nine teams that travel around the state. 
For more information about the club, visit www.SVSCsurf.com. 

Foundation of Friendship & Fierce CompetitionFoundation of Friendship & Fierce Competition

CONVO

SVSC SURF TOURNAMENT 
TEAM ROSTER: 

Brooks Beeman - Midfield
Chase Boles - Defensive Mid
Tiden Burch - Center Back
Weston Desoto - Forward
Will Desoto - Wingback

Dylan Dongilli - Goalkeeper
Joey Foreman - Midfield

Hugues Iguaran - Midfield
Jake Larson - Forward

Jules Lower - Defensive Mid
Miles Markland - Wingback

Lane Robinson - Winger
Andrew Sandvoss - Defender

Joel Smith - Center back
Sawyer Sprague - Forward
Ethan Sulzbach - Winger

Andreas Tate - Goalkeeper
Blake Wardzinski - Defender

Southeast Volusia Soccer Club Surf Tournament Team

THEN NOW

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a 
member of the NSB Board of Realtors. 
She relocated from Atlanta, GA in 2005 
and is  “Loving Living at the Beach.”  
386-576-7722 | @NSBMimi      
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Cat Island was just as beautiful as I 
had expected. A sea breeze came in from 
the east, cooling the warm sunny day that 
appeared with the sunrise. The Double 
Pleasure lay floating like a castle nestled 
within the safety of the surrounding sandbars 
and cove. Palm trees and their palm fronds 
danced as if playing with the wind. Mother 
Nature mesmerized us, as the day was a 
huge improvement compared to the last few 
days spent sailing away from an ominous 
tropical storm that brought with it dark 
charcoal-colored skies. Relief washed over 
me upon waking up and not finding any signs 
of a storm. 

Little did I know, in the near future, 
that deep cove and the surrounding area 
within Cat Island would become Hawk’s 
Nest Marina. I miss the innocent and 
unadulterated aspect of the true and real 
Caribbean! 

Outside, our hosts had Buffett playing 
through the speakers. The ambiance became 
the usual devil-may-care attitude, as it 
should be. The gorgeous mermaid lay on 
the trampoline tanning in a barely-there 
black bikini. My uncle and Jim had breakfast 
cooking, which turned out to be scrambled 
eggs with lobster and red peppers. Buttered 
bread and coffee made the impromptu 
concoction a perfect morning meal for 
starved pirates. 

Afterwards, we went about swimming 
within the cove and relaxing on the soft 
white sandy beach along the shoreline. I can 
recall how the Double Pleasure seemed so 
regal in the deep cove. It was truly a floating 
castle with all the modern amenities, and I 

couldn’t believe how lucky my uncle and I 
were to have run across this genial couple in 
paradise. What were the chances?

Fortunately for us, Jim and his gorgeous 
mermaid had enough luck and caught a large 
mahi-mahi, and lunch was soon served. Rum 
shots and cold beer washed the meal down 
our gullets. 

“Look over to the south,” Jim insisted. 

All eyes turned toward the south, where 
a hill could be seen just above the green 
foliage. 

“Cat Island has the largest hill in the 
Bahamas at 206 feet above sea level,” Jim 
continued. “Father Jerome built a retirement 
home there. He was sent to the Bahamas 
over 100 years ago to rebuild churches 
strong enough to withstand storms. We’ll 
take the dinghy over and explore.” 

A round of applause was heard, and just 
like that, we were off! 

Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions… 

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on seven years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATUREUNWIND
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Shortly after New Smyrna Beach’s holiday boat parade on Dec. 10, Harbor Pride, 
Annabella Ross and Gabriella Ross were playing on a dock at Smyrna Yacht Club when 
they discovered what they believed to be a body floating in the water. They quickly 
alerted two nearby adults, Captain Jason Sharlow and Captain John Ellis, who pulled 
the victim from the water and administered CPR immediately, saving their life. The city 
honored the 5 locals at the Dec. 13 city commission meeting for their roles in a life-saving 
“Christmas miracle.”

The Edgewater Animal Shelter Pet 
of the Month is Grantham! He’s 4 
years old and was rescued from 
Halifax Humane Society. He is sweet 
and loves to play ball. Apply online 
at EdgewaterAnimalShelter.org if 
interested. Vaccines, microchip and 
neutering are included in adoption.

The family of Dr. Michael Elam (pictured with Dr. Tom LoBasso, President of Daytona State 
College), who served as Vice President for Student Development at Daytona State College 
from 2000 to 2009, has established an endowed scholarship fund with the DSC Foundation. 
Dr. Elam passed away last January, leaving behind a legacy of family devotion and love, 
service to others and excellence in his chosen profession, higher education leadership. 
Students interested in applying for the Elam scholarship - one of more than 240 scholarships 
available through the Foundation - should visit DaytonaState.edu/Scholarships.

Miami Dolphins starting running back Raheem Mostert 
returned to his hometown of NSB on Dec. 20 to spread 
holiday cheer and pass out a truckload of toys to 
local children displaced by Hurricanes Ian & Nicole 
and others attending Christmas Break Camp at the 
Historic Westside’s Alonzo “Babe” James Community 
Center. Left to righ: NSB Police Department Deputy 
Chief Eric Feldman, Raheem Mostert, and NSB Police 
Department Captain Chris Kirk.

Are Volusia County beaches open for 
driving? The simple answer is yes! Where 
can you drive on the beach? Download 
the “Volusia Beaches” app for open 
driving ramps. Why are all the ramps 
closed when you check the app? Make 
sure you check at low tide! The beach 
closes very early due to beach erosion 
from the hurricanes. The app is the best 
way to stay up to date as beach ramps 
reopen after the hurricanes. 
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CHECK OUT WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO...

Thanks to the New 
Smyrna Beach High 
School Criminal 
Justice program 
for cramming the 
cruiser with toys for 
the Deputies Toy 
Shop! The toys were 
all collected from 
NSBHS students, 
faculty and staff, 
and NSB Police 
Department 
deputies delivered 
them to families 
across Volusia 
County.

Such a fun time was had at the Happy Holidays 
Event in the Riverfront Esplanade on Dec. 10 - 
where both the Daytona Beach Police Dept. 
Marine and Canine Units showcased demos for 
local families! 

The city of Edgewater held their annual holiday 
parade on December 10 along Indian River 
Boulevard. The parade’s Grand Marshal was local, 
Tiffany Dorber, Volusia County’s Special Olympic 
Athlete of the Year for 2022. 

Local faith leaders recently gathered in Orlando for a morning of fellowship and commitment to advancing higher education. The 
pastors of 40 local congregations, including Bishop Allen Wiggins, Dr. Joel Hunter, Bishop Derrick McRae and Dr. George Cope, 
discussed a mutual mission aimed at breaking the cycle of poverty through college education and announced the creation of the 
Central Florida Pastors Endowed Scholarship Fund. A check for $50,000 was presented to Bethune-Cookman University, which will 
help students cover the costs associated with attending Daytona Beach’s hometown HBCU. Anyone interested in contributing to the 
scholarship fund can donate directly online.  

On Dec. 10, the Town of Ponce Inlet celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the Meyer-Davis House, 
home to the Ponce Inlet Historical Museum, being 
built. Mr. Edward Meyer, the last civilian Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse Keeper, purchased this property as his 
family’s permanent residence for 63 years.

Wildlife and nature photographer Shelley Lynch captured this 
playful image of the local wildlife enjoying Florida’s cooler 
temperatures this winter. Find more of Shelley’s work at 
ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.
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