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OPEN DAILY @ 11 am
www.PeanutsBarNSB.com

421 FLAGLER AVE.
NEW SMYRNA BEACH

NSB'S ONLY
HOMETOWN BAR
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SPECIAL

WEEKLY LINE-UPWEEKLY EVENTS

Live Music - Bands Change Weekly
SATURDAY @9pm
Live Music - Bands Change Weekly

FRIDAY @9pm
Live Music - Bands Change Weekly
THURSDAY @8pm

FREE Karaoke
WEDNESDAY @ 7:30PM
Comedy Auction & FREE Bingo
TUESDAY @7pm

Nuthouse Jam - Open to all
SUNDAY @ 7pm

PITCHER &
10 WINGS*

23.99$

*Available during
College & NFL Games
Domestic Draft only

Follow us on our socials at @PeanutsNSB
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Ask a Local 

Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook Fans. 

When you want to dine with a view, look no further than Volusia 
County! Our area is packed full with beautiful waterfront spots 
serving up delicious eats and tasty drinks. Here are the top five 
waterfront restaurants, as voted by locals. 

WHERE IS THE BEST...

Waterfront 
Restaurant in Town?

TOP OF DAYTONA RESTAURANT

2625 S Atlantic Ave, Daytona Beach 32118

(386) 310-7849

TopOfDaytona29.com 

FB/Insta: @TopOfDaytona29   

Mon: closed | Tue - Sat: 4 - 10 p.m. 

Sun: 4 - 9 p.m.

CRABBY’S OCEANSIDE

451 S Atlantic Ave, Daytona Beach 32118

(386) 400-5560

CrabbysOceanside.com

FB/Insta: @CrabbysOceanside

Sun - Thu: 11 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Fri - Sat: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

4511 S Atlantic Ave, Ponce Inlet 32127

(386) 322-3258 //  RacingsNorthTurn.com  

FB/Insta: @RacingsNorthTurn 

Sun - Thu: 11 a.m.- 10 p.m. | Fri - Sat: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

OFF THE HOOK AT INLET HARBOR
133 Inlet Harbor Rd, Ponce Inlet 32127

(386) 202-4490 //  OffTheHookAtInletHarbor.com

FB/Insta: @OffTheHookAtInletHarbor     

Mon - Thu: 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Fri - Sun: 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

RIVER DECK TIKI BAR & RESTAURANT
107 N Riverside Dr, New Smyrna Beach 32168
(386) 957-4198 //  RiverDeckNSB.com
FB: River Deck NSB // Insta: @RiverDeckNSB  
Sun - Thu: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Fri - Sat: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

RACING’S NORTH TURN

*Pictured on page 5!



Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The greatness of a nation can 
be judged by the way its animals are treated.” I have to say 
that I wholeheartedly agree with this statement. Having been 
around animals my entire life, I have personally experienced the 
unconditional love and bond that is created through connecting with 
all animals. It’s amazing how even if you have had the worst day 
possible, going home to an overly-excited pup, who can’t believe you 
just walked in the door, to the simple purr and snuggle of a fluffy kitty, 
can literally change your mood and mindset. No words are needed, 
just companionship. It’s that simple.

Just like anything in life, we have extremes to both sides of the 
spectrum when it comes to loving animals and choosing to coexist 
with them. You have people who have never owned an animal before 
and don’t feel like they are missing out on anything, and then you 
have people who treat their fur babies like royalty. Not just loving 
and taking care of them, but showering them in affection, gifts, 
experiences and even using a completely different voice when they 
talk to them. 

You’re now doing one of two things after reading this, either 
smiling from ear to ear because you know very well that person is 
you, or laughing because you know someone who is exactly like that 
and can’t believe they just bought a pair of custom Vans high top 
shoes with their adorable pups face on it (wink wink, you know who 
you are). 

No matter where you fall on the scale of normal to obsessed, 
there is one thing that rings true for all pet owners, and that is 
wanting to keep them happy, healthy and well taken care of. But how 
do you know what products are good for your pets and which ones 
could be harmful? 

This is exactly why Heidi Dillard opened Me&Paw pet shop in 
New Smyrna Beach. Being a dog mom of five herself, Heidi created 
recipes that were healthy, and not laden with preservatives and 
chemicals like the store brands. It all started with one pup with 
some serious anxiety issues, which Heidi was able to control with 
CBD oils. She then started playing with recipes and created some 
fantastic pup snacks. After sharing with her test panel of pooches, 
she decided she had to share these treats with other animal lovers. 

Me&Paw was created and is now located at 1712 State Road 44 
in New Smyrna Beach, in the shopping center behind the Wawa gas 
station. Heidi boasts over 75 varieties of flavors and textures that are 
sure to please every pup and offers CBD oils that she has tested and 
knows to be effective, quality products. Some of her baked goodies 
even have CBD already inside making it a win-win for your furry 
friend. 

Along with Heidi’s hand-crafted products, you will also find 
homewares, pet wellness items and accessories made by several 
different local artists. For those looking for customizable gifts for pet 
owners, she offers that as well. Whether you want your hamster’s 
face on a coffee mug or a picture of you riding your horse on a fleece 
blanket, she can do it! 

Quite possibly the best thing about Me&Paw is the boutique 
atmosphere without the expensive boutique pricing. Not only does 
she stand by the quality of every product in the store, she is making 
it available to everyone, no matter your budget. 

If you consider yourself more of an online shopper, you can head 
on over to the website, www.MeAndPaw.com, and easily browse 
and purchase whatever you need. You can shop by animal, product 

and price, add to your cart and get everything you need without even 
stepping foot in the store. Although I do recommend you stop in and 
see it for yourself. And of course, you are welcome to bring your fur 
baby with you! 

Me&Paw Pet Boutique
(386) 444-6532 | MeAndPaw.com

1712 State Road 44 | New Smyrna Beach 32168 | Behind 
Wawa 

Facebook: meandpaw2020
Instagram: @me_and_Paw 

Open every day 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Specialty Boutique for your Furry SidekickSpecialty Boutique for your Furry Sidekick

Tiffany Evers is the editor and co-owner 
of East Coast Current magazine. In 2014 
she was recognized by Editor & Publisher 
Magazine as one of the “25 Under 35” 
innovators in the newspaper industry. 
She currently serves on the Chair of the 
Recreational and Cultural Services Advisory 
Board for the City of Edgewater.

FEATURE
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VOLUSIA COUNTY: Volusia County’s coastal 
communities continue to prepare during the 
2022 Atlantic hurricane season. The annual 
season begins June 1 through November 31 
with storms peaking in August and September. 
Hurricane Irma (September 2017) and 
Hurricane Dorian (August 2019) are noted as 
major storm systems to have directly affected 
the area. In some cases, New Smyrna Beach 
homeowners are still finalizing repairs from an 
unusual hail storm (March 2022). This year, 
as in every year, locals hope for the best and 
prepare for the worst.

Ideally, residents already have emergency 
plans in place for themselves and their 
properties. A plan includes methods for 
emergency communication with family, 
preparing emergency supplies, checking the 
property’s insurance coverage and identifying a 
community’s evacuation plan. 

The Internet is conveniently packed with 
digital hurricane preparedness toolkits to 
help the general public establish a sound 
emergency plan. The website, Ready.gov, 
is a national public awareness campaign. It 
includes links to graphics, videos and social 
media posts regarding hurricane preparedness. 

Before and during hurricane season, make 
sure a property is in good repair and meets 
local hurricane building codes, declutter drains 
and gutters, trim trees, secure loose outdoor 
items and plan a safe location to move vehicles 
during a hurricane. 

To prepare for an approaching storm, it 
is recommended to secure windows and 
doors, reinforce roof and garage doors, have 
a disaster supply kit, use the safe-room 
concept, plan for the whole family’s health and 
welfare and provide security for valuables and 
important documents. 

Across the county, bridges will be locked 
down when winds reach a sustained speed 
of 39 miles per hour or a land evacuation is 
ordered. First responders and emergency 

vehicles will not be able to access beachside 
locations in case of emergency until the 
lockdown is lifted. 

Plan for a 72-hour survival and include 
the following items in a hurricane kit: non-
perishable foods, water, first aid kit, personal 
hygiene and sanitation items, flashlights, extra 
batteries, waterproof wallets and file folders 
for cash and important documents, manual 
can opener, lighter or matches, special needs 
items for pets and young children, coolers, ice 
packs and a plan in case family members are 
separated.

If forced to evacuate, create a kit of supplies 
that can travel well. A kit will also be helpful if 
residents are able to stay in their homes, but 
are affected by the storm, such as a power 
outage. A common trend during approaching 
hurricanes is a widespread panic. People rush 
in large numbers to get supplies. Preparing a 
kit ahead of time can alleviate potential stress 
and chaotic situations. Trust me!

Residents can prepare and stay informed 
by downloading the Volusia County EM app, 
available for free on the Google Play or App 
Store. The app features weather alerts and 
current conditions, preparedness checklists, 
links to county sites, locations of the nearest 
open shelter and sandbags locations, 
evacuation information, push notifications and 
more. Residents can also follow Volusia County 
Emergency Management on Facebook and 
Twitter for the latest updates related to Volusia 
County.

Save this article in case you need to 
reference it again. Stay safe and prepared this 
hurricane season!

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a member 
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated 
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is  “Loving 
Living at the Beach.”  386-576-7722                       
 #NSBeachLife        @NSBMimi         #NSB

2022 Hurricane Season
Hope for the Best and Prepare for the Worst

NEWS

Lifes a party, dress like it
Friday, September 9, 2022

Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort

Sponsorships available at facebook.com/womenunitedvolusia

Women United Volusia is proud to present

Presented by
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BE THE FIRST TO GET YOUR BUSINESS
IN FRONT OF THE SNOWBIRDS!

VENDOR APPLICATION

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Business name ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________ Website ______________________________

Phone __________________________________ Cellphone ____________________________

PProduct description _____________________________________________________________

Food Vendors - list offerings ______________________________________________________

Food Vendors license Information _________________________________________________

CC ________________________________  EX _____/_____  code ___________    or Check# _______________  

Signature ___________________________ Date ______________   Amount ____________________________

VENDOR SIGN UP FORM

For info: piratesontheedge.com | Email: peterstanton9@yahoo.com | Call: Peter Stanton 386-314-6192



10  East Coast Current • September 2022 • ECCurrent.com 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org

Our adventurous state is never lacking in fun places to explore, making 
for endless day trip options. Over the past 10 years, our family has visited 
countless destinations in search of something new. It’s easy to find the 
well-known spots that bring in tons of visitors each year, but we also love 
to stumble across the lesser-known, off-the-beaten path stopovers on our 
journeys.

 During a recent trip to the Gainesville area, we paid a visit to the 
extremely popular Devil’s Den’s lesser-known neighbor. The Devil’s Den 
is one of Florida’s most Instagram-worthy spots, but can’t be visited on a 
whim as it requires an advance reservation to scuba or snorkel (leisurely 
swimming and floats are not allowed). If you find yourself in the area 
without a set plan like we did, you can opt instead for a visit to Devil’s 
Millhopper to take in the lush scenery and a relaxed stroll around the 
park. 

The geological state park holds tremendous historical significance 
as it is home to quite literally millions of years of history. One of only 
two geological state parks in Florida (the second being in The Keys), its 
unique structure, vegetation and historical findings have been drawing 
both visitors and scientists alike, deep into the earth, for nearly 150 
years.

 Known as a solution collapse sinkhole, which occurs when areas of 
limestone are exposed and create a downward movement of the land 
that eventually collects rainwater and runoff, the massive depression 

Devil’s Millhopper Geological State Park

The Devil Went 
Down to... Florida

Priscilla Chanfrau
REALTOR

386•451•5123

Buying & Selling Buying & Selling 
   with a Local    with a Local 
e: priscilla@adamscameron.com
w: priscillachanfrau.adamscameron.com 
    /priscillachanfraurealtor
   /priscillachanfrau_realtor

PriscillaC_BCs_March2021.indd   1PriscillaC_BCs_March2021.indd   1 8/2/21   7:06 PM8/2/21   7:06 PM

TRAVEL
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Kelsey Walters is the CFO 
and one of the co-owners of 
East Coast Current. She is a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of five years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 4-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi, Bluey and BamBam. 

in the earth is a sight to behold. The exposed limestone gives 
a glimpse at a cross-section of the ground, with evidence of 
the past 20 million years within. In lower layers near the basin, 
fossilized shark teeth and ancient marine animals show when 
this area was once covered by the ocean. Towards the top of the 
“funnel,” paleontologists study the bones and teeth of early land 
animals to discover when the seas receded.

It got its name from its funnel-like shape resembling an 
1800s-era farmers’ grist mill and the hopper on top. After fossils 
of bones, shells and sharks’ teeth were found at the bottom of 
the millhopper, it was dubbed the devil’s land as the locals said it 
appeared bodies were fed to the devil himself there.

In fact, legend has it that the devil wanted to marry a beautiful 
native American princess from a nearby village, but when she 
refused, he kidnapped her and pulled her down into the earth 
leaving behind the huge sinkhole for anyone who came after 
them to fall to their death.

You can brave the millhopper yourself these days, thanks to 
a winding, 132-step wooden stairway leading to an observation 
deck in the basin that was first installed in 1976 shortly after the 
site was named a state park. 

It was designated a National Natural Landmark that same year 

by the National Park Service. The incredibly lush vegetation of 
the interior thrives in the shady environment and is more akin to 
the rich habitat you would find in the ravines of the Appalachian 
mountains. The sinkhole itself is 120 feet deep and 500 feet 
across, the equivalent to three school buses down and three 
Olympic-sized pools end-to-end across. 

A half-mile walking trail takes you around the rim of the 
sinkhole, and the rest of the park offers 66 acres to explore 
with picnic areas, interpretive exhibits and plenty of wildlife to 
spot. The sinkhole’s surrounding park offers 10 distinct eco-
communities for a true taste of everything Florida has to offer. 

 
DEVIL’S MILLHOPPER GEOLOGICAL STATE PARK
4732 Millhopper Road, Gainesville, FL 32653
(352) 955-2008 | FloridaStateParks.org
Open Wed - Sun: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. | Closed Mon - Tue
$4 per vehicle (cash only, honor system)
Ranger-guided tours every Saturday at 10 a.m.
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Get The Scoop...NEWS

GOT ACNE? GET CLEAR! BOOST CONFIDENCE

Nancy Russ Aesthetics has recently relocated to 
Phenix Salon Suites, located at 3813 South Nova 
Road, Unit 105, Suite 124 at Dunlawton Square in 
Por t Orange. Nancy is a Florida licensed Full Facial 
Specialist with 18 years in the industry and 12 
years in dermatology. Nancy is the only Face Reality 
Cer tified Acne Specialist in Volusia County and 
surrounding areas. 

Tired of  acne and scarring? Perhaps Face Reality 
is the answer. Face Reality is a more holistic way to 
control acne and stay clear without prescriptions 
and drugs. A program will be designed specifically 
for you to guide you through your clear skin journey. 
Your skin will be examined, and your lifestyle, 
cur rent products and diet will be evaluated and 
addressed. Program products will be tested on your 
skin to determine a star ting point. Face Reality 
begins as a 90-day program for optimal clearance. 

Nancy is available by appointment only, Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Vir tual 
appointments and programs are available upon 
request. Visit Nancy Russ Aesthetics online at 
NancyRuss.com and to learn about other ser vices 
available.  

You may also call or text for more information at 
(386) 689-9161. 

NancyRuss.com

EDGEFEST RIVER RESCUE REGATTA

Do you love the water? The city of  Edgewater 
sure does - we treasure the gem that is the 
Intracoastal Waterway. The EDGEfest River Rescue 
Regatta will include water fun and safety tips. There 
will be plenty of  fun and educational oppor tunities 
for all ages.  Bring your stand up paddleboard, 
kayak or canoe for an excursion along the shoreline.

  There will be a guided paddle tour, trash ar t 
contest and cardboard boat race at 12:30 p.m. 
Teams can consist of  two to four members and 
children under 10 must wear a personal f lotation 
device. Awards will be presented for speed, team 
spirit and best in show. Boats may be made at home 

prior to the event or at the park. Some supplies will 
be provided at the event. Find detailed rules on the 
city’s website or Facebook page. 

Once again, the city will be par ticipating in the 
International Coastal Clean Up as par t of  this event. 
The International Coastal Clean Up began more 
than 30 years ago and now volunteers from all over 
the United States and 100 other countries come 
together each year to clean up the coastlines.  

Join the fun on Saturday, September 17 at 
Menard May Park (413 South Riverside Drive, 
Edgewater) from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. There is still 
plenty of  room for vendors at the EDGEfest River 
Rescue Regatta! Call (386) 424-2400 x7207 or 
email SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org for more 
information about how to get involved.

CityOfEdgewater.org

HEALTH OFFICIALS IDENTIFY HUMAN CASE OF 
WEST NILE VIRUS IN VOLUSIA

The Florida Depar tment of  Health in Volusia 
County (DOH-Volusia) advised residents of  an 
increase in mosquito-borne disease activity in 
Volusia County in August. A human case of  West Nile 
virus has been confirmed and there is a heightened 
concern additional residents may become ill. 

Most people do not develop any symptoms, but 
one in five people can experience headache, body 
ache, joint pain, diar rhea or rash. Severe illness 
can occur in people of  any age, however people 
over 60 years of  age are at greater risk. Symptoms 
of  severe illness include high fever, neck stiffness, 
tremors, muscle weakness and vision loss.

While the peak period of  transmission in 
Florida is July through September, mosquito-borne 
diseases can be transmitted throughout the fall. 
West Nile virus is transmitted to wild birds by Culex 
mosquitoes. Occasionally, an infected mosquito will 
bite a human or animal (par ticular ly horses) and 
cause disease. Culex mosquitoes are known to bite 
from dusk to dawn. 

Volusia County Mosquito Control and DOH-Volusia 
continue sur veillance and prevention effor ts. 
Residents and visitors should avoid being bitten by 
mosquitoes by taking basic precautions to help to 
limit exposure, including:

• Drain standing water to stop mosquitoes 
from multiplying.

• Cover skin with clothing or insect repellent 
(preferably with DEET).

• Cover doors and windows with screens to 
keep mosquitoes out of  your house. 

FloridaHealth.gov

Watch out for Washbacks During Sea Turtle 
Nesting Season

Watch where you step on Volusia County’s 
beaches. Palm-sized sea tur tles may be hiding in 
the Sargassum seaweed that has been washing 
ashore. 

These small tur tles, called washbacks, emerged 
from their nests ear lier this summer and swam 
offshore to the floating line of  Sargassum seaweed, 
only to be pushed back to shore by wind and 
strong currents. Tragically, they don’t have the 
energy to swim back to open waters and may die 

of  dehydration if  they are left on the beach. They 
need help, but don’t even think about putting them 
back in the water!

“If  you find a washback or hatchling on the 
beach that is in imminent danger, do not put it back 
in the ocean,” stressed Volusia County’s protected 
species manager, Jennifer Winters. “Instead, contact 
Beach Safety for fur ther instruction. These animals 
are often exhausted and can barely lift their heads 
to breathe. Holding them in water or putting them 

in the ocean can be fatal because they don’t have 
the energy needed to make it back out on their 
own.”

She encourages people to follow these tips:

Make sure the tur tle is out of  harm’s way. Do 
not take it home. Provide shade over the tur tle 
and determine your exact location. The address, 
building name, street name or GPS location are 
most helpful. Immediately notify Beach Safety at 
(386) 239-6414. Between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m., call 
the Volusia Sheriff ’s Office at 386-248-1777, ext. 
6. Keep the tur tle in a quiet, dry, shaded area - 
even if  you think it’s dead. Staff  from Beach Safety 
or a par tner organization will coordinate with you 
to collect the tur tle. 

Washbacks are brought to the Marine Science 
Center, where they are treated and returned to 
the ocean by boat when they are strong enough 
to swim. While the center hasn’t received any 
washbacks yet this season, it’s only a matter of  
time. The washbacks could be found anytime fresh 
seaweed washes in now through November.

Volusia County’s Environmental Management 
Division has trained a team of  volunteer Washback 
Watchers, who comb the beach each day as fresh 
seaweed washes in during washback season, which 
is from August through November. If  you would like 
to become a Washback Watcher in 2023, call (386) 
238-4716 or visit online to be placed on the list for 
next year’s training class at:           

VolusiaSeaTurtles.org

ADVENTHEALTH GIVING BACK TO PEOPLE WITH 
PARKINSON’S DISEASE THROUGH DONATION TO 
BOXING PROGRAM

AdventHealth NSB Auxiliary is pleased to present 
a $2,000 donation to In This Corner Rock Steady 
Boxing, giving people hope with Parkinson’s 
Disease by providing an oppor tunity to fight back 
with a non-contact boxing-based fitness curriculum. 
Research results indicate that exercise slows the 
progression of  the disease.  

Executive Director Mariann Chapin of  In 
This Corner Rock Steady Boxing NSB thanked 
AdventHealth NSB Auxiliary for their very generous 
donation to the boxing program. At Rock Steady 
Boxing, the opponent is Parkinson’s Disease. Rock 
Steady Boxing is located at 201 S. Ridgewood 
Avenue, Suite 13 in Edgewater. For more 
information about classes go to InThisCorner.org.

AdventHealth.com  // InThisCorner.org
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@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com 

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!

330 Canal Street

New Smyrna Beach

386.427.7674

Monday - Saturday

10 AM - 5 PM



This fall fashion trend is for all the men out there. Fall is approaching and hopefully that means cooler weather coming our way. 
Either it’s time to invest in some new stylish outerwear or maybe you already have this season’s hottest trend sitting in the back 

of your closet just collecting dust. I’m talking about a classic varsity jacket. If you have one from high school, or college, it’s time to get it out and give it some love. If you don’t already have one, 
or maybe it doesn’t fit anymore, hit your local thrift stores and scoop one up before they’re all gone. Girlfriends, pass this style tip on to your dudes!

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 
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Varsity jacket - A
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Stylist • Photo • Blog:  Danielle Napolitano  IG: @Danielle_Napolitano_Stylist   |   Model: Adam Bross  IG: @AdamBross
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TEAM VARSITY
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halifaxhealth.org/hospice5k

&

&

ANNUAL

&

21ST

ANNUAL21ST

ANNUAL21ST

Saturday, November 5, 2022
Port Orange City Center Circle

Proceeds support the Halifax Health - Hospice Family Caregiver Program

Powered by

SCAN TO REGISTER
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HOMEMADE TERIYAKI SAUCE RECIPE
1. Combine water, soy sauce, honey, cornstarch, and any optional ingredients in a small to medium saucepan set over medium heat.
2. Bring the mixture to a low boil, then reduce the heat to medium and cook for 3-5 minutes, whisking constantly, until thickened.
3. Taste and adjust seasonings if necessary, thinning with water if you want a thinner sauce for marinating.

GRILLED CHICKEN SKEWERS
1. Place cubed chicken in a large plastic zipper bag. Pour half of the cooled teriyaki sauce over the chicken and massage to coat. Marinate 

the chicken in the fridge for 30 minutes to 2 hours.
2. Thread the marinated chicken pieces onto soaked wooden or metal skewers. Preheat a grill or grill pan to medium-high heat.
3. Once the grill is hot, place skewers on a lightly oiled grill. Grill for 20-30 minutes, turning the skewers every 5-8 minutes, until the chicken is 

cooked through and the internal temperature reads 160 degrees. At the 20 minute mark, baste with the remaining teriyaki sauce.
4. Remove the skewers from the grill, garnish with chopped green onion and sesame seeds, and serve with your favorite sides.

NOTES
GARNISH WITH: sesame seeds, chopped green onion
SERVE WITH: steamed white rice, steamed vegetables, grilled pineapple

HOMEMADE TERIYAKI SAUCE RECIPE

• 2/3 cup water

• 1/4 cup low sodium soy sauce

• 2-3 tablespoons honey or more to taste

• 1 tablespoon cornstarch

Optional Ingredients (choose your favorites!)

• 1/4 cup sake (or soju)

• 2 tablespoons rice vinegar

• 2 tablespoons pineapple juice

• 1 clove minced garlic or ¼ teaspoon garlic 
powder

• 1 teaspoon grated ginger or ½ teaspoon 
ground ginger

• 1 tablespoon sesame seeds

• 1 tablespoon chopped green onions

CHICKEN SKEWERS 

• 2 pounds chicken thighs or breasts cut into 
1-inch pieces

Ingredients:

Grilled Chicken Skewers w/ Homemade Teriyaki SauceGrilled Chicken Skewers w/ Homemade Teriyaki SauceTASTE

Make these Grilled Teriyaki Chicken Skewers for your next backyard BBQ. Easy to make and full of flavor! Take the time 
and make this easy homemade teriyaki sauce recipe and you’ll never buy store bought again! It’s super easy to make 
with pantry staples and you can add in different ingredients to change the flavor profile! 

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and 
food photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook 
author with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the 
kitchen with her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she 
also runs Fork & Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Prep Time: 40 minutes  •  Cook Time: 40 minutes  •  Servings: 5 Preparation:
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Grilled Chicken Skewers w/ Homemade Teriyaki SauceGrilled Chicken Skewers w/ Homemade Teriyaki Sauce

ARTIST BOOTHS, VENDORS, 
CHALK ART COMPETITION, 

KIDS ART & WINE WALK! 
www.onedaytona.com/artfest ival2022

O N E  D A Y T O N A
A R T  F E S T I V A L

O C T O B E R  2 2  -  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2    
1 0 A M - 5 P M

P R E S E N T S
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 SEP 3 / OCT 1

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk 
features solo/group exhibitions, 
artist talks.

Art Stroll/Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB
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 SAT - SUN 
 SEP 16 - 18

Life is better with a boat - find your 
next adventure at the Daytona Boat 
Show! $5/adult, kids 12 and under 
are free. DaytonaBoatShow.com

Daytona Boat Show

Ocean Center, Daytona Beach

 SAT - SUN 
 SEP 16 - 18

Bruce Rossmeyer’s Destination 
Daytona is hosting the fifth annual 
TrikeFest, a three -day rally packed 
with vendors for all 3 wheelers. 

5th Annual TrikeFest

Destination Daytona

 FRI @ 7 - 10 PM
 SEP 30

Bring a blanket/chairs for a free 
community movie on the north 
lawn at Riverfront Esplanade on 
the last Friday of each month.

Movies on the Lawn

355 N. Beach St., Daytona

 SAT @ 5 - 9 PM
 OCT 1

A fun evening with the Landsharks 
Band, best cheeseburger 
contest and more! $50 - 
RotaryClubOfNewSmyrnaBeach.com 

Cheeseburger Paradise

Marine Discovery Center, NSB

 1st FRI @ 5 - 9 PM
 OCT 7 / NOV 4

Featuring the area’s best 
food trucks, drinks, music & 
more along the river’s historic 
district!

Downtown Daytona Nights

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 SEP 3 / OCT 1

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 SEP 3 / OCT 1

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery stops 
featuring over 100 artists. Most of the 
artwork is handcrafted by local fine 
artists.

3
Ormond Art Walk

Granada Blvd, Ormond

 Every SAT @ 7:15 PM
 SEP 3 - 24

A weekly concert of the best 
tribute bands followed by a 
fireworks show over the water! 
*Special holiday show Sep 4 

Star Spangled Summer

Daytona Beach Bandshell

 SEP 23 - OCT 16
 Find showtimes online

This hilarious and spooky Mel 
Brooks musical is an electrifying 
good time! AthensDeLand.com for 
tickets and showtimes. 

Young Frankenstein

Athens Theatre, DeLand

 SAT - SUN 
 SEP 17 - 18

Find the latest in products and 
services for home improvement 
from 100s of exhibitors. 
DaytonaBeachHomeExpo.com

Daytona Beach Home Show

Ocean Center, Daytona Beach

 FRI - SUN
 SEP 23 - 25

Enjoy a full weekend of jazz 
performances and Sunday 
brunch at The Hub. Find tickets at 
TheHubOnCanal.org.

Fall into Jazz Weekend

The Hub on Canal, NSB

 SAT @ 5:30 - 7:30 PM
 SEP 24

Join featured speaker, The Inner She 
with Cyntia Mancuso, for a talk on 
empowerment. Register online at 
Facebook.com/Massage51

Pink Lotus Healing a New Life Collaborative

Pink Lotus Massage, 4770 Ridgewood, PO

 SAT @ 7 AM
 OCT 1

Register by Sept. 24 for this 4-person 
scramble charity tournament with 
lunch, prizes, contests and raffles. 
NSBKiwanis.com

Kids Need Kiwanis Golf Tournament

Hidden Lakes Golf Club, NSB

7

 SAT @ 4 - 8 PM
 SEP 10 / OCT 8

Downtown NSB becomes home 
to street rods and antique cars 
with food, fun and music. FREE 
admission.

Canal Street Cruise

Canal Street, NSB

 THU @ 5:30 - 7:30 PM
 SEP 15

Learn more about resources available for 
victims of domestic violence with featured 
speaker, Carmen Ruiz-Diez . Register online 
at Facebook.com/Massage51

Pink Lotus Healing a New Life Collaborative

Pink Lotus Massage, 4770 Ridgewood, PO

 SEP 27 - OCT 6

Community seniors can participate 
in an Olympic-style competition in 
different games such as pickleball, 
ping pong, basketball, etc. 

Senior Games

Babe James Community Center, NSB

 SAT @ 4 - 8 PM
 SEP 10

An afternoon full of local country 
and bluegrass live performances 
plus hayrides, vendors and fun 
zones. 

Country & Bluegrass Fest

Valentine Park, Orange City

 SAT @ 7:30 PM
 SEP 17 / OCT 15

FREE monthly concerts by your 
favorite soul and jazz tribute bands. 
Bring a blanket or chair!

17
Midtown Music Series

Daisy Stocking Park, Daytona

15 10

1

17-18

1

24

3

10

 SAT - SUN
 SEP 24 - 25

Over 100 live musical acts perform 
across 12 stages, plus art displays, 
vendors and beer garden. $15 for 
two-day pass in advance at SSA.cc

Ormond Beach Live

Casements/Rockefeller Gardens/
Furtunato Park

 SAT @ 10 AM - 10 PM
 SEP 10 / OCT 8

Shop local! Explore downtown 
DeLand and enjoy sidewalk 
sales, discounts and special 
events.

Stroll Our Streets

Downtown DeLand

 SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
 SEP 17 / OCT 15

Classic cars and hot rods line 
the avenue with live DJ music, 
giveaways, shopping and dining 
specials.

17
Cruise Downtown DeLand

E. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 FRI - SUN
 SEP 1 - 18

Hand-select muscadine grapes at the 
annual U-Pick event at Spring Garden 
Vineyard! Snowcones, jellies and 
popsicles available.

U-Pick Muscadine Grapes

980 Reynolds Rd., DeLeon Springs

1-18

10

 Every FRI @ 7:15 PM
 SEP 2 - 23

A weekly concert of the best tribute 
bands singing your favorites. Free 
admission - bring your own chair, 
$10 VIP includes seating. 

Sounds of Summer

Daytona Beach Bandshell

3 3-24

23-25

16-18 16-18

24-25

23-16

27-6 30

2-23
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days
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 FRI @ 7 PM
 OCT 7

Bring a lawn chair or blanket 
and enjoy a FREE screening of 
popular movies. Oct. movie: 
Scoob! (PG).

Movies on the Halifax

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 SEP 17

Bring your stand up paddle board, 
kayak or canoe for an excursion along 
the shoreline! Plus cardboard boat 
race and coastal cleanup.

River Rescue Regatta

Menard May Park, Edgewater

 SAT @ 8 - 11 AM
 SEP 17

Make a difference and keep 
our waterways clean @ 20 
sites. Find locations at 
Volusia.org/Cleanups

International Coastal Cleanup

Countywide

 SAT @ 6 PM
 SEP 24

$40 ticket includes $200 play money to 
win prizes at table casino games, hors 
d’oeuvres & live band. Benefits Sophie’s 
Circle animal rescue. Tix @ EventBrite.com

Sophie’s Circle Casino Night

Brannon Center, NSB

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
 SEP 24

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $30.

Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 FRI @ 7 PM
 OCT 7

Bring a chair or blanket and join the 
South Daytona Fire Department for 
a free screening of Bad Guys (PG) 
in the park. 

Movie Night

Reed Canal Park, S. Daytona

7

17

 THU - SUN 
 OCT 13 - 16

This annual Daytona Beach 
motorcycle rally draws 100,000+ 
visitors. Check Biketoberfest.org for 
schedule of events.

Biketoberfest

Throughout Volusia

17  SAT @ 12 - 6 PM
 SEP 17

Enjoy delicious food trucks, 
shop with local vendors, 
and have fun with free kids 
activities and giveaways.

Food Truck Festival

Riverwalk Park, Port Orange

 SAT - SUN
 SEP 24 - 25

Artists and crafters from all 
over the state display and sell 
their handmade items plus live 
entertainment and demos.

DeLand Craft Show

Woodland Blvd., DeLand

 WED @ 9 AM - 12 PM 
 SEP 7

Learn about manatees, adopt a 
manatee and participate in fun 
activities!

International Manatee Day

Blue Spring State Park

7 TUE - SAT by appt.
 SEP 6 - 10

Schedule a Platinum Hydrafacial and 
receive a Dermaplaning AND Lip or 
Eye Perk for FREE! ($90 value)

Platinum Event @ The Med Spa

The Med Spa, NSB

6-10

386•689•5663386•689•5663

 FRI @ 5 - 8 PM 
 SEP 9

Celebrate the end of summer 
with a Low Country Boil, music 
and dancing and all-American 
family fun. $30 @ DBShores.org

End of Summer Bash

Crabby Joe’s Deck & Grill

9

24 24

17

24-25

7 13-16
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Join us for an enchanting evening on the river 

 
benefiting AdventHealth New Smyrna Beach Hospital. 

 
Enjoy a black-tie-optional evening with diverse musical selections,  
enticing hors d’oeuvres, an exciting silent auction and much more.  

November 5, 2022 | 6 pm  

Smyrna Yacht Club 
1201 S. Riverside Drive | New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168

For more information 
contact Renee Andrus 
at 386-424-5015. 

AdventHealth New Smyrna Beach Foundation  
invites you to the

Save the Date!
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What to do… what to do? It’s a Tuesday night 
in New Smyrna Beach and I can only think of 
one event that has been a go-to for years, the 
Comedy Auction at Peanut’s Sports Bar and Grill 
on Flagler Avenue. Imagine a bingo hall, garage 
sale and a sports bar, all brought together in one 
place. It’s definitely a must-see for everyone.

The Comedy Auction originated in 1998 and 
was created by Sheldon and Vicki Pestine (once 
owners of Peanut’s) to get more revenue on an 
off night. It soon took off and became one of the 
busiest, if not the busiest, events in the town, 
every Tuesday night. 

I worked at Peanut’s in the past, so I was 
well aware of the event, however I never really 
sat down and participated in all of it until now. 
Deciding to experience it firsthand, I’m feeling 
the anticipation, something I’ve never seen 
before anywhere else. Whether you’re there 
eyeing up the perfect gift, an add-on to the man 
cave, or just a chance to outbid someone else, 
you’re sure to have a great time. 

Drinks are flowing and Beer Beer Beer BINGO 
is about to begin, which was added to create 
even more entertainment years ago. I’m poised, 
BINGO dauber in hand, and ready to scream, 
“Beer beer beer,” because if I were to yell out, 
“BINGO” I would then owe the DJ a beer! Even 
if I were to make that utterance, I would have 

to pay up. Unlucky as I am, I didn’t have the 
chance.

DJ E-Rock, the MC and auctioneer, brings 
the crowd to life with the announcement of the 
first item. I was ready with my flip flop paddle 
in hand for bidding on what might be a come-
up, or maybe something I just wind up reselling 
in a garage sale 5 years down the road. His 
description and quips add to the atmosphere of 
what’s in store. 

Items go up for bid, as he begins to laugh, 
which in turn makes everyone join in. He starts, 
“Five dollars, I got five! Six? There’s six! Now 
seven…” and so on as the bidding intensifies. 
Calculating bidders try to get that ultimate 

treasure, that perfect piece to solidify their 
collection. Then he yells, “Sold!” The crowd 
reacts with applause for the proud new owner of 
a University of Florida Gators pennant for the low 
price of $30. Congratulations, Jim! I found myself 
dying in laughter, it was so much fun and I could 
see how much everyone else was enjoying 
themselves. 

I spoke to Tom Sturgis, AKA DJ Big Tom, a 
long time auctioneer of the event and he said, 
“It’s basically an indoor garage sale with booze.” 
People come from near and far to be a part of 
this unexpectedly hilarious Tuesday night. 

You better arrive well before 7 p.m. though, 
because it’s packed, and rightfully so. You should 
go early to scope out the items, pick out your 
perfect place to post-up to bid and enjoy some 
food while you wait for the fun to begin. 

Whether it’s an oversized, fluffy, tie-dyed 
piggy bank, or just a great time in an amazing 
place with incredible people, you can take home 
a piece of New Smyrna Beach with you.  

Thanks to Deb Mastriani, DJ Big Tom, Erik 
Smith (AKA DJ E-Rock), Sheldon and Vickie 
Pestine for your time and to those that make the 
Comedy Auction a great place for all like me.  

Bobby G… out. 

PEANUT’S SPORTS BAR AND GRILL 
Comedy Auction Every Tuesday @ 7PM
421 Flagler Avenue | NSB 32169
(386) 423-1469 | PeanutsBarNSB.com
@peanutssportsbar

Photos by: Tiffany Evers

Bobby G Takes on the Comedy Auction @ Peanut’sBobby G Takes on the Comedy Auction @ Peanut’s

CONVO

Scotty Sudakis AKA Bobby G is a 
freelance writer and frontman in 
5 Time Shag. If you have anything 
you’d like to see Bobby G “take 
on” in a future article please email 
the editor at:
ECCurrentEditor@gmail.com
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2022 Pars and a Purpose for Children’s Cure 
All expenses paid by our sponsors 

100% Proceeds go Directly to: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
                                                                                                  Title Sponsors    Title Luncheon Sponsor   Annual Benefit       Title Golf Sponsors    

               
 

         Platinum Golf Sponsors           Platinum Event Food Sponsors                      

                                                   
      Benefit for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital  

                           

4-Person Scramble Golf Tournament & Lunch 
 Sunday October 23rd  2022 at Crane Lakes Country Club 

 Registration 7:00AM - Shot Gun Start 8:30AM - Lunch after Golf 
$100/Individual Player - $400/Team  

Breakfast - Greens Fee - Range Balls - Lunch at Crane Lakes Ballroom 
1st 2nd 3rd Place Prizes - Men & Women 4 Closest to Pin/Long Drive  

$3000 Title Event Sponsor - $1000 Platinum Golf/Food Sponsor - $1000/Cart Sponsor 
$1000 Tee Box Sponsor - $500/Food Sponsor - $250/Beverage Sponsor - $100/Hole Signs 

$500 Beverage/Bloody Mary or Mimosa Bar Sponsor - $500 Putting Contest Sponsor 
   Mail registration forms w/payment to: Benefit for St. Jude Children’s Hospital 69 Glenview Ave, Ponce Inlet FL 32127                                                                               
    Contact for more info Davevan5674@gmail.com or Questions? 386-383-3120 

Make Checks to: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
   Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________ 

      Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________ 

      Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________ 

      Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________ 
 



ECCurrent.com • September 2022 • East Coast Current   29 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia



30   East Coast Current • September 2022 • ECCurrent.com 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

UNWIND



Hello, fellow gardeners! The kiddos are 
back in school and I’m sure we’re all looking 
for things to keep them busy when they 
get home. I have six kids in public school 
this year and I’m going to share with you 
my plan to keep them busy and tired at the 
same time. What mother doesn’t love that? 
Getting kids involved in a fall garden project 
will have educational benefits that will last 
a lifetime and hopefully create some future 
environmentalists. 

We’ve spent a lot of time this summer 
letting the garden grow. I mean really grow 
out of control. Of course, most people freak 
out because their space isn’t perfectly 
manicured. What I’ve learned about 
gardening is that you have to be flexible 
and let nature do what it’s supposed to. So, 
now it’s time to get the youth garden back 
to growing great food. While our weeds 
and groundcovers were growing they were 
working to help us amend the soil we need 
now to grow our new crops. 

First thing we have to do is get rid of 
all the weeds. If you have an area that’s 
overgrown, this is the perfect area to 
designate for fall gardening. During this time 
I can teach the kiddos about soil health, 
and what the soil needs to grow amazing 
plants. When you remove the weeds and 
overgrowth of your new garden beds with 
the kiddos, there should be a huge amount 
of worms. Worms are a very important part 
of soil health. My kids and I always install 
a worm bin before any plants are planted 
into the soil. If you’re not familiar with worm 
bins, contact me and we’ll make sure you 
have what you need. We use the worm bin 
to compost our veggie wastes. It’s basically 
a five-gallon bucket with holes drilled into it. 
The worms can enter the worm bin to eat the 
veggie wastes and go out into the garden 
space to provide nutrients to the soil. Those 
nutrients provided by the worms are called 
worm castings. 

We have tons of leaves that have been 
sitting for months. We rake them up into 
a pile in the back of the garden. Leaves 
are a great source of natural nutrients for 
the garden. Leaves are harvested for a 
variety of important tasks needed for a great 
garden. We leave some leaves around the 
garden that will not be disturbed. These are 
our leaf critter habitats for some protection 
from the winter - otherwise known as leaf 
litter. Cool, right? We leave these piles to 
naturally break down. We also mow some 
of the leaves into the lawn to help the lawn 
get a great natural source of nutrients. This 
mulching is achieved by using a mower that 
has a mulching blade. 

Most of the leaves will be used to create 
our winter compost pile. Composting is 
a valuable amendment for your soil. We 
pile the leaves in the back of the garden 
in a small wooden structure we built out of 
reclaimed pallets. We use the leaf shredder 
to break the leaves into smaller pieces. 
These leaves are super rich in carbon. Next, 
when we cut the garden’s grass growth we 
added those clippings of nitrogen to the pile. 
The greens from the grass clippings help 
feed the bacteria in the compost piles and 
work to help break down the leaves. Place 
the grass clippings and the leaves in layers 
and let it sit all winter. We have to remember 
to turn it often to make sure air can get into 
the compost pile. We water the pile every  
three weeks.

Now it’s time to use the leaves we have 
left to use as mulch and to mix into the soil 
to break down and help slowly amend the 
garden for the spring. We have to be 
careful not to put too many leaves 
in the beds because it can cause 
some adverse negative trauma to the 
soil. Fall gardening is also a great 
time to let the kids journal about the 
many observations happening at the 
garden. They can draw or write about 
the changes in the garden.

Now the fun begins. Let’s plant some fun 
food to grow in our new energized garden 
bed. Grab the kiddos, and let’s have some 
fun. Here is my go-to list for easy veggies to 
grow with the babes. Root veggies are my 
favorite. I love the twinkle in their eyes when 
they pull a carrot or sweet potato out of the 
soil. We also look for things to plant that 
have a lot of color to add interest that grows 
on the top of the soil. These fall crops will 
definitely teach the kids patience.

Carrots take about two weeks to break 
the surface, but once they do, it is worth the 
wait. One of our house favorites are leeks. 
Leeks are easy to find at the local nursery in 
seeds and with starter plants. Garlic is also 
a house favorite. The kids and I love finding 
things in the grocery store that we can plant 
into the garden and get more food. Last 
winter we planted one garlic bulb and had so 
much garlic to give away to all of our friends 
in the garden and in our neighborhood. 

The community favorite at the garden are 
the variety of greens we grow. Kale, turnips, 
mustards, collards and once my daughter 
grew a 12-pound sweet potato that made 
the news and got her inducted into the Mary 
S. Harrell Black Heritage Museum for the 
largest sweet potato grown in New Smyrna 
Beach! 

Until next time… keep growing!
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A Peace Project NSBA Peace Project NSB

Shy Morris is a native to NSB for 
four generations, and a lover of all 
things  positive. Her art has carried 
her around the world and her award 
winning STEAAM curriculum  has 
inspired  and empowered 1000s of 
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves 
everything community and loves 
to see kids thriving with high self 
esteem, great values and ready to be 
productive citizens.

CONVO
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I had no memory of making it back to our 
campsite on Little San Salvador Island. My 
eyes opened to another beautiful sunrise 
across the horizon. The Double Pleasure 
still lay at anchor atop the deep blue ocean 
and that meant our hosts were still around. 
Pleased, I sat up and inhaled a deep breath 
of fresh sea salt air. The rum hangovers 
were less intrusive, as my body had become 
accustomed to the modern-day grog in a 
bottle. 

Snoring next to me lay my uncle, one arm 
over his eyes and the other splayed across 
the sandy ground under our sleeping bags. 
By the sound of his deep snoring, I knew 
he was gone. It was up to me to make the 
morning coffee and fill in the blanks about 
last night’s shindig. 

The fire had dwindled down to ashes and 
glowing red embers. I peeled myself from the 
sleeping bag and stretched long and hard. 
An unusually strong, cool breeze was coming 
in from the south. Using a stick, I rearranged 
the embers, threw in some dry branches and 
got the fire roaring again. In minutes, I had 
water boiling, and with the French press, I 
made thick black coffee. It was no surprise 
to see my uncle rise from the dead upon 
smelling the scent of strong coffee. 

“What happened?” my uncle asked as I 
handed him a steaming cup. 

“The usual,” I said nonchalantly.

I poured creamer and sugar in my black 
mud, but my uncle had his black. I cringed 
as he drank. I much preferred the Lilliputian 
effort it took to make it bearable. After a few 
sips, he added creamer and sugar and then 

glanced out at the catamaran. 

In no time at all, we had breakfast 
going, which consisted of stale bread and 
scrambled eggs with diced lobster. Some 
Tabasco sauce made it all perfect. We were 
cleaning up our utensils when the dinghy 
came roaring toward our beach with the two 
hosts aboard. We were enjoying our second 
helping of the black muddy coffee as they 
made it to the shore and briskly walked to 
our camp. 

“Sadly, a bad forecast dictates our itinerary,” 
Jim said earnestly. 

“We’re headed over to Cat Island to avoid 
the coming storm,” Abby added. “And you 
can join us.” 

“How bad?” my uncle asked, one eyebrow 
up.

“The Coast Guard sent out warnings over the 
radio,” Jim said concernedly.

“We’ll be ready in 10 minutes.”

 Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions… 

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on seven years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 
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Meet the leucistic loggerhead hatchling currently being rehabilitated at the Marine 
Science Center with dozens of other loggerhead hatchlings. Leucism is a condition where 
animals have reduced pigmentation. While there are no exact numbers of leucism in sea 
turtles, we do know that it is extremely rare. Unfortunately leucism is not something that 
tends to work in these animals favor, as camouflage is incredibly important to hide from 
predators, especially at this young age. However if they do make it to adulthood after 
release, they could potentially live 70-80 years and weigh up to 250 pounds! 

Who builds the best hoagies the fastest? 
Well, after the Aug. 26 Hoagies for Heroes 
hoagie building contest, the answer has 
become clear!  The men and women of the 
Daytona Beach Police Dept. reign supreme 
over the DB Fire Dept., taking home the 
trophy! The event was hosted by Nascar 
driver Denny Hamlin at the new Wawa 
location on Int. Speedway in Daytona, and 
$1000 was donated to each department’s 
charity of choice.

During the Preservation on Main Street conference held in DeLand from July 25 - 30, 
Secretary of State Cord Byrd announced the winners of the Secretary of State’s 2022 Florida 
Main Street Awards. The annual program recognizes achievements in Florida’s 57 Main 
Street communities. MainStreet DeLand received two awards: an Achievement Award 
for Outstanding Private/Public Partnership and the top Excellence Award for Outstanding 
Florida Main Street Sales Promotion. Pictured: WVTAA Marketing Coordinator David 
Swanberg, seen here with MSDA Executive Director Wayne Carter and MSDA President 
Waylan Niece.

 Eden Anderson, a local NSB Cudas volleyball 
athlete at New Smyrna Beach High School, strikes a 
fun pose in front of Flagler Avenue’s newest set of 
painted angel wings. Painted in celebration of New 
Smyrna’s most colorful locals, this wildlife-filled mural 
was commissioned by the owner of Shades of NSB, 
Mary Frances. Find the COLORS Angel Wings mural 
next to the designer sunglasses boutique and inside 
The Colony shopping complex on Flagler Avenue, 
where you can also find the latest issue of ECC! Want 
to explore more cool public art? Pick up a free area 
Discovery Map. 

The Kitchen at Pictona, Pictona at Holly 
Hill’s on-site restaurant, offers a farm-
to-table experience whether you dine 
in or take out. The community garden, 
sponsored by Humana, is located at 
the local pickleball club and tended by 
community volunteers. Learn more about 
Pictona and its offerings at Pictona.org.
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CHECK OUT WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO...

 In July, Ponce Inlet town staff met with a local forester 
in Ponce Preserve to assess the presence of the air 
potato vine, an aggressive invasive species that can 
take over an ecosystem and displace native species. 
The Air Potato Beetle feeds exclusively on air potatoes 
and it has been proven to be the most promising 
management strategy for this invasive species. The 
Florida Department of Agriculture (FDACS) have an 
Air Potato Beetle biological control program and 
provided a shipment of beetles that were released in 
August in the park. 

The Edgewater Animal Shelter, located at 605 Mango Tree 
Drive in Edgewater, offers a wellness clinic every Thursday 
from 2 - 3:30 p.m. Call (386) 402-7476 to schedule your 
pet’s appointment. Throughout September, microchip 
services are $5, totalling just $25! 
EdgewaterAnimalShelter.org 

Daytona State College 
kicked off construction of 
a new multi-disciplinary 
classroom and 
laboratory building with a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
on its Deltona Campus 
on August 17. The facility, 
scheduled to open in 
Spring 2024, will be home 
to the college’s nursing, 
sonography and high-tech 
CNC Machining programs.

Congratulations to local Ponce Inlet resident athlete 
Nickolas Fogell! Nickolas won two 1st place ribbons in the 
Special Olympics Florida Area 4 Swim Meet in Jacksonville 
this August. Nickolas (left) is pictured with his swim coach, 
Ponce Inlet Police Chief Jeff Glazier (right).

September 7 in International Manatee Day and highlights the importance of 
one of our most beloved local species. Local wildlife photographer, Shelley 
Lynch, captured this manatee cuddle session in NSB. Find more of Shelley’s 
impressive work at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

Emma, 11, and her mom and brother got to meet Sheriff Mike Chitwood, K-9 deputies and their dogs, and several members of the 
Sheriff’s Office on August 23 when they presented wooden flags they made to support law enforcement throughout Florida. The trio 
drove up from Charlotte County in South Florida on their mission to bless police all over Florida with their handmade flags. The VSO 
and our county are the 57th they’ve visited in Florida. Ten more counties to go!

The EDGEfest Back to School Party was a huge success 
on August 8 at Whistle Stop Park in Edgewater with over 
600 backpacks filled with school supplies given away. An 
event of this magnitude could not happen without lots of 
community support and East Coast Current is proud to be 
a sponsor of the EDGEfest event series! 
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Fishing ReportFishing Report  
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Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupatPatrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
 As summer continues to roll on, the tarpon have rolled in and it has been non-

stop for the last two weeks of August. This is something our area has never seen 
with the abundant amount of bait pods and longevity of the run of fish. These fish 
were literally jumping out of water in knee-deep areas right next to us, and at 
times running into our legs while wading. This is how it all went down!

 It started on a Tuesday morning, August 16th to be exact. I awoke to a text 
from my good friend and neighbor, Robert Vella, letting me know that fish were 
popping everywhere. My reply was, “Tarpon,” and I rallied up my gear and gave 
Nils Schweizer (@Nilsers) a call to go. We fished for about an hour before Nils 
hooked into a beast and fought it for about 40 minutes with a successful land and 
healthy release. I had already broken off on two pretty big tarpon and then finally 
hooked into one that the hook set was perfect. I ended up fighting the fish for 
about 30 minutes with a successful release. Keith Halverson from DeLand was 
watching my fight from the beach and ended up taking my iPhone to shoot some 
video as it was a two-man task to land these big tarpon. Afterwards, I asked him 
if he wanted to give it a shot and catch one. He replied, “Heck yeah, I’d love to!” 
and the rest is history as he landed an absolute beast!

I thought of my longtime friend, Casey Collins, so I called him and he showed 
up with his fly rod. He missed a big blow up and then finally hooked up to a 
monster that spooled his entire fly reel. He returned to my beach a few hours 
later for the sunset bite and caught the fish of a lifetime off of his paddleboard in 
the middle of the ocean about a half mile from shore. My neighbor Rob watched 
intently through his binoculars.

A week later, and the fish and bait were still fired up so I took another 
longtime buddy, Michael Duffy, down to the inlet with my other buddy Robert 
Vella and we gave it a shot. The sharks were feasting everywhere and so were 
the tarpon. Mike ended up locking into a solid one and fought it for just over 30 
minutes and finally landed it with the help of two others. A quick picture and then 
a successful release back to Mother Nature. 

So many friends were able to catch these beautiful fish and the gratitude for 
these past two weeks is at a high level! Let’s call it the Month of The Silver King!

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN SEPTEMBER:  3 - 4, 9 - 12, 16 - 17, 22 - 28BEST DAYS TO FISH IN SEPTEMBER:  3 - 4, 9 - 12, 16 - 17, 22 - 28
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch 










