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HAPPY HOUR
SPECIALS 11AM -6PM *

WEEKLY EVENTS

MONDAY @ 7pm
FREE Poker Night
TUESDAY @ 7pm
Comedy Auction & FREE Bingo

WEDNESDAY @ 8 pm
Ladies Night 7pm - 9pm | Karaoke at 8pm

Scan the
QR Code
to follow
us on
our socials
Stop in for some

LIVE MUSIC

Live Music All Weekend! Bands Change Weekly

THURSDAY @ 8pm
FRI. & SAT. @ 9pm
SUNDAY @ 7pm
Nut House Jam - Open Mic Night

OPEN DAILY @11 am

Tuesday - Sunday

421 FLAGLER AVE. NEW SMYRNA BEACH
For To Go Orders - 386-424-1469
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On The
COVER

This gorgeous wave was painted by a local New Smyrna Beach artist,
Denarius Morrow, specifically for us to use for this cover! Check out more of
his incredible artwork on Instagram @denarius_artist and be sure to tell him
you saw the cover! #ECCToldMe

Two Tails Ranch was first established in 1984
as a one-of-a-kind home, both temporary and
permanent, specifically for a warm weather loving
ADVERTISING INQUIRIES: Carol Court 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
species - elephants.

SUBMIT: events & press releases for consideration to: ECCurrentInfo@gmail.com
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Ask A Local

It’s wedding season and love is in the air! Couples all over are diving into
wedding planning and searching for the best vendors for their special day.
Here are the top wedding venues as recommended by locals to make your
big day a big success.

BENDING BRANCH RANCH
1711 Martin Dairy Rd, NSB 32168
(386) 679-0166
BendingBranchRanch.com
FB: Bending Branch Ranch

BEST WEDDING VENUES
IN VOLUSIA COUNTY
Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook
Fans. Be sure to “Like” our page to participate next month.
@eccmedia

THE GRAND OL’ BARN

721 Palmetto St, New Smyrna Beach 32168
(386) 232-8728 // GrandOlBarn.com
FB/Insta: @GrandOlBarn
Vintage citrus packing barn transformed into a luxurious

Insta: @BendingBranchRanch
Premier country wedding barn and
event venue.

THE DELAMATER HOUSE

1701 Tionia Rd, New Smyrna Beach 32168
(386) 689-1513 // TheDelamaterHouseNSB.com

THE ESTATE ON THE HALIFAX
5123 S Ridgewood Ave

FB: @TheDelamaterHouse // Insta: @The_Delamater_House
A unique upscale barn with ample space.

Port Orange 32127
(386) 763-2285

CRYSTAL BALLROOM AT SUNSET HARBOR

EstateOnTheHalifax.com

861 Ballough Rd, Daytona Beach 32114

FB/Insta: @EstateontheHalifax

(386) 301-4040 // CrystalBallroomDaytona.com

10 acre private estate with a variety of
venues for a variety of life’s events.

FB/Insta: @CrystalBallroomatSunsetHarbor

6 East Coast Current • June 2022 • ECCurrent.com

A “one-stop-shop” venue featuring multiple glamorous ballrooms.

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

LISTEN

Bobby G Takes on Rockville
Photos & article submitted by: Bobby G
DAYTONA BEACH: Walking towards the
entrance of the Daytona International Speedway,
the Welcome to Rockville 2022 music festival
brought me back almost 30 years prior.
Anticipation and excitement - a mix of emotions
I had felt before, but this was different in so
many ways.
Approaching the gates we see the sign
Welcome to Rockville. Whether it was 90
degrees or 40 degrees, it wouldn’t have
mattered. Rock enthusiasts shuffling, weaving
and snaking their way through the entrance
gates all with smiles on their faces, ready to be
a part of an event. It is hard to convey the scene
without seeing it firsthand.
Fans were representing their favorite bands
wearing t-shirts, hats, makeup… basically
anything to show their love for the band, or
bands, that influenced them to be at this
festival.
Unicorn man, Santa Claus, Marshmallow and
a banana man were just a few of the extensive
costumes combined with partially covered
people, all there ready to have a wonderful
experience.
I have forgotten to divulge that I invited my
nephew (pictured above) who is 16 years old
and had never been exposed to anything quite
like this in his life. As I watched his face, I could
see that look of bewilderment. I knew that look
because I had felt it years ago. I had been that
person before, different, but very much the
same. The lights, the sounds, the crowd, the
excitement; truthfully, he related to the bands
more than me, however we were both connected
and that’s what made it so amazing.
I would glance over asking how he felt, what
he perceived of the event. He exclaimed, “This
is so…(I won’t say the next word) cool!” With

those words, joy and emotion showed on his
face and I realized what this meant to him.
How it once felt to me, and that although I was
getting worn out going back-and-forth from stage
to stage, I was having a wonderful experience
living vicariously through my nephew.
Welcome to Rockville echoed loudly from
the stage, the lead singer was commanding
the crowd’s full attention, the kick drum began
booming, making us all start to move. The
bassist revved up perfectly in sync with the
drummer and the laser lights reflected in the
night sky, while the guitar ripped and all were
screaming.
Banana Man and Santa Claus could be seen
crowd surfing, the hoses cooling and cleansing
persons in the mosh pit were only adding to
the spectacle in front of the stage. I snapped
a bunch of photos showing how a festival
like Rockville brings so many diverse people
together. Young, old, locals and tourists alike
all danced, rocked out and enjoyed each other‘s
company for one purpose: to enjoy music and
have a great time.
I was transported back to a place I had been
before, and in that realization, I looked over
at my nephew and saw the same expression
on his face. The same feeling I had years ago.
Connecting with him and reliving my youth is
something I will never forget.
The energy, the people, the diverseness
of the music, was so important to me and to
my nephew and to all the other people who
attended. I want to thank my nephew, Judge
Boyce, for joining me on this musical adventure
and thank you to all the people and musicians
who came out and made Rockville 2022 such a
success. It was an incredible day!

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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NEWS

Construction Begins on
North Causeway

NEW SMYRNA BEACH: Bridge improvements to
the North Causeway movable bridge, also known
as the Coronado Beach Bridge, George Musson
Bridge, in New Smyrna Beach have started.
The Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) determined the electrical submarine
cables and additional minor electrical upgrades
were necessary for the bridge’s continued
operation. Quinn Construction, Inc is listed as
the contractor performing the work. According
to the project flyer, construction cost is $2.1
million and plans call for the construction to be
completed Fall 2022.
The submarine cables provide electricity to
the bridge’s machinery, which allows the bridge
to open and close for marine traffic to pass
through. Replacing the existing cables will ensure
continued operation of the bridge for all users.
Residents have divided opinions on the project.
Many took to social media platforms like NextDoor
and Facebook to share their frustration with the
plans. The comments include traffic concerns on
the beachside and the timing of the project during
the height of the summer season.

The intersection at Peninsula Avenue and Third
Avenue will experience more traffic than ever.
Citizens who live north of Flagler Avenue are
worried that the intersections at Peninsula Avenue,
Pine Street, Cooper Street and South Atlantic
Avenue will become so congested that traveling to
and from their homes will take a very long time.
Some citizens are happy to see the FDOT
be proactive and comment that it’s a minor
inconvenience for a short period of time. Others
shared the perspective of living through other
major projects like Canal Street and HWY US1
intersection improvements and the replacement
of the bridge at Washington Street and Riverside

Drive are in agreement that the work and
maintenance needs to be done.
Traffic will be guided to the South Causeway
Bridge by electronic message boards and other
signage during the roadway closure. Marine traffic
access will be maintained at all times throughout
the construction. The FDOT has provided a
link to the project’s updates and lane closures
at CFLRoads.com. The webpage will remain
updated throughout construction and in advance of
anticipated bridge closure.
As of May 27, 2022, the last update to the
website was on May 5, 2022. There were no lane
closures and none planned for this project within
the next month.
During construction, motorists and pedestrians
can expect a period of multiple consecutive
days, totaling less than a week, in which the
North Causeway Bridge will remain in the upright
position to allow for removal and replacement of
the existing submarine cables.
FDOT was contacted for more information and
has not replied. The time for when the bridge
was inspec ted and considered for the repair is
unknown.

The condition of the cables at the time of
replacement was not provided. Any future
updates provided by FDOT will be posted online
at ECCurrent.com.

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean
Properties & Management Inc. and a member
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is “Loving
Living at the Beach.” 386-576-7722
#NSBeachLife
@NSBMimi
#NSB
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FEATURE

Hands to Paws - Learn
How to Swim
Finding Beauty - The first time we had a pool,
we had very few worries. The kids were grown,
and our dogs were quick studies to swim and
locate the pool steps. Now we have a pool with
lots of potential concerns. We have two Shih
Tzus, Donny and Marie, who aren’t enjoying
the water yet. Most importantly, we have four
grandsons ages 7 and under.

First, I want to say how proud I am of my
own kids and their taking full responsibility for
their sons’ swim safety. I think it came from the
classes they took as children with Jimmy Lane
Surf Academy (Surf-Lane.com). The Junior
Lifeguard Program was created in 1990 to
introduce youth to ocean swimming, lifesaving
techniques and beach ecology.

turn green. Yeah, I didn’t buy that either.
On to our furry kids. Like children, dogs
should be taught how to swim as early as
possible. Pet classes suggest around 4 months.
Though it comes naturally for some dogs, it
doesn’t come naturally for all dogs, so watch
their natural talent and guide them through the
rest. Go slowly and stay close to them so they
feel safe. Eventually let them attempt to swim
alone. If you keep something floating in the pool
and they can’t find the steps, they will swim to
what they can see. The Frog Log is a platform
that attaches to the side of the pool and floats
on the surface of water acting as a life raft for a
small animal (available on Amazon).
If you have an elderly dog that can’t do steps
due to age, hip trouble, etc., build a ramp in the
pool to make it easier to get in and out.
The best part for kids and pets is the treats!
When swim class is finished, no matter how it
may go, always end your class with a reward.
My daughter takes her three boys out for
hamburgers. My dogs, Donny and Marie, expect
a treat for everything they do in the pool. Not
really surprised.

We have YMCAs in Edgewater, Port Orange
and DeLand that can answer your questions
by calling the Volusia Flagler YMCA at (386)
738-9622. YMCA’s mission is to put programs
together that build a healthy spirit, mind and
body.

This summer, it is imperative to teach the
kids and pets in your life how to swim and have
a safe season.

Let’s not forget adult swim classes. Could
you save your child or pet? Could you save
yourself? In all honesty, I’m not sure my parents
could have. My dad always wore a life jacket
and my mom would never go under water claiming it would make her naturally blonde hair

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and
the author of the book, “Pageant
Land and the Family Who Lived
There.” She has been involved in all
aspects of the beauty industry and
in show business for over 30 years.
Karin is the mother of two and the
grandmother of four.
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TRAVEL

An Elephant You’ll Never Forget

Two Tails Ranch - Williston, FL

Florida is widely known for its ideal climate. Not only do
tourists and retirees flock to our state in masses, its perfectly
warm and sunny weather gives way to an enormous range of
wildlife. It is also why so many ranches and nature facilities are
centered in Florida. Besides our world-famous beaches, the
interior of the state is lined with ample waterways and grassy
expanses.

If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,

with inquiries including whether elephants enjoy the same
snacks as she does and just what on earth those giant ears are
for.

Two Tails Ranch was first established in 1984 as a one-ofa-kind home, both temporary and permanent, specifically for a
warm weather loving species - elephants. Family owned and
operated for nearly 40 years, Two Tails Ranch has seen around
300 elephants stay at the ranch for a number of reasons,
including medical needs, retirement from zoo and educational
programs and temporary housing such as when their enclosures
are renovated. In fact, during major storms like Hurricane
Andrew in 1992, nearly every elephant in Florida wound up at
the ranch seeking shelter.

that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930
www.aadaytona.org
Priscilla Chanfrau
REALTOR

386•451•5123

Buying & Selling
with a Local

e: priscilla@adamscameron.com
w: priscillachanfrau.adamscameron.com
/ priscillachanfraurealtor
/ priscillachanfrau_realtor

Currently, eight elephants call Two Tails home and visitors
can get a first-hand look at the incredible creatures. Tours of the
ranch include a front row seat to one of the elephant’s habitats
while owner, Patricia, gives you the lowdown on her family’s
beloved residents. Patricia is part of the ninth generation of her
family to work with exotic animal species, and everyone on the
ranch - right down to the grandchildren - are involved in their
care.
During the tour, questions are welcomed and our evercurious Avery took the opportunity to fuel her inquisitive mind

10 East Coast Current • June 2022 • ECCurrent.com
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Photos by Kelsey Walters
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After learning about the ranch’s largest occupants, we took
a tour of the rest of the grounds and met the other animals that
call this special place home, including Grant zebras, African and
red footed tortoises, ostriches, emus, a camel, and an energetic
family of lemurs.

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

We had the chance to meet one of the elephants, Marie, and
gently stroke her cheek and trunk while she posed for a photo
with us. This was truly an unforgettable experience as we stood
in wonder and realized the true enormous size of these special
creatures. We were able to hand-feed them crunchy carrots,
which resulted in squeals erupting from Avery as their trunks
wrapped around her tiny fingers. Marie offered up a few happy
squeals herself.

those 12 and older. To book any of the tours, call or email to get
available dates and times. Group tours are also available.

Scott and Avery got the ride of a lifetime as they climbed atop
one of the massive animals and took a stroll around the paddock.
This special experience was magical for Avery and she’s still
talking about it.

TWO TAILS RANCH

Tours last around 1 to 1.5 hours and involve minimal walking
so they are easily accessible to all members of your family. If
you’re looking for even more one-on-one time and want to make
a day of your visit, sign up for the Extreme Encounter. This
includes the tour, feedings, photos and ride, as well as exclusive
personal time with the elephants by giving them a bath and rub
down or other activities depending on their schedule and weather
that day. A “trunk-painted” gift of one of the elephant paintings
(yes, they can do that, too!) is also included in your tour. Because
of the interaction with the animals, this tour is only available for

FB: @AllAboutElephants | Insta: @TwoTailsRanch

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

The old adage may be, “an elephant never forgets,” but a trip
to Two Tails Ranch is an unforgettable experience that’s sure to
create memories to last you a lifetime!

18655 NE St., Williston 32696

Kelsey Walters is the CFO
and one of the co-owners of
East Coast Current. She is a
professional photojournalist with
a BS in Photography from the
University of Central Florida.
Her work focuses on travel and
documentary photography.

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s
husband of five years and
Avery’s proud father. He is
originally from Connecticut
and has lived in Florida since
he was 11 years old.

(352) 528-6585 | AllAboutElephants.com
Tours by appointment only, not available Thursdays
$20/adult; $10/child (2 through 9, 2 and under are free)
Hand-feeding: $5/person
Photo opportunity: $25/person
Rides: $40/person

Avery Walters is Kelsey and
Scott’s 4-year-old daughter.
She loves to tag along on their
monthly adventures throughout
the state and play with her dogs,
Kodi, Bluey and BamBam.

Extreme encounter: $200/person
ECCurrent.com • June 2022 • East Coast Current 11

Get The Scoop...

NEWS

Free Meals for Kids at Summer BreakSpot Sites: Summer BreakSpot offers balanced breakfasts, lunches, snacks or dinners at no cost for kids 18 and under. Meals will be served
on site, at no cost, at places like parks, libraries, schools and churches. Volusia County’s Human Services Office is sponsoring the Summer Food Service Program for children from June 3
through August 9.The program, funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, provides nutritionally balanced meals regardless of race, color, sex, disability or national origin during summer
vacation when school breakfasts and lunches are not available. All children age 18 and younger are eligible for meals at no charge, and there will be no discrimination in meal service. The
programs are approved only for geographical areas where 50 percent or more of the children qualify for free and reduced-price meals during the school year. Meals will be served Monday
through Friday unless otherwise indicated. Find a location near you by texting the word “Food” or “Comida” to 304-304 or dialing 211 on your phone. You can also visit the Summer
BreakSpot website and clicking “Find a Site.” If there are no sites listed in the search results for your area, please check back later, as sites are being added to the map twice daily at 4 a.m.
and 5 p.m.Visit the website to find locations, learn how to become a meal site or a sponsor at: SummerBreakSpot.org

Avian Flu Continues in Volusia County: Avian flu, a highly contagious viral infection that occurs naturally in birds, continues to be detected in Volusia County. The disease was
documented in Volusia County in February when three sick water birds were brought to the Marine Science Center and park rangers at Hontoon Island State Park noticed that black
vultures were dying at higher-than-normal rates. Since then the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has confirmed the virus in 25 counties. Wild birds can carry the
virus but may not always show signs of illness. They can bring the disease to new areas when migrating, potentially exposing domestic poultry. Vultures are of particular concern because
they can pick up the virus while feeding on carcasses. Domesticated birds such as chickens, ducks and turkeys are also at risk because they seem to have less ability to fight off the disease.
There is a low risk of transmission to humans, but in late April the CDC confirmed the first human case in the United States. A Colorado man who had direct exposure to poultry and the
culling of birds with presumptive bird flu was sickened but has recovered after experiencing fatigue. To prevent the spread of avian flu, the FWC advises the public to avoid handling sick or
dead wild birds, keep wild birds away from domestic birds, and report wild bird mortalities at the FWC website. The FWC recommends that residents avoid placing bird baths and feeders
near domestic poultry, wear rubber gloves while cleaning bird feeders, and wash hands with soap and water or alcohol wipes immediately after cleaning bird feeders. Although the Marine
Science Center’s bird hospital is closed to admissions, residents who find injured or orphaned birds can call staff at (386) 304-5530 for advice. MyFWC.com
It’s Time to Assemble your Hurricane Disaster Supplies: The Atlantic Hurricane Season starts on June 1st! Just having enough supplies to make it through a
hurricane isn’t enough. You need plenty to make it through what could be a long recovery period, too. Water and electricity could be out for a week or more. Have enough
non-perishable food, water and medicine to last each person in your family for a minimum of three days. And make sure you have extra cash, flashlights and a portable crank
or solar powered USB charger to charge your cell phone. A disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items your household may need in the event of an emergency. Make
sure your emergency kit is stocked with these basic items: water (one gallon per person per day for several days), food (at least a three-day supply of non-perishables), batterypowered or hand crank radio, flashlights, first aid kit, extra batteries, whistle (to signal for help), dust mask (to help filter contaminated air), plastic sheeting and duct tape (to
shelter in place), moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties (for personal sanitation), wrench or pilers (to turn off utilities), manual can opener (for food), local maps and a
cellphone with chargers and backup batteries. Once you take a look at your basic items, consider what unique needs your family might have, such as supplies for pets, kids or
seniors. To assemble your kit, store items in airtight plastic bags and put your entire disaster supplies kit in one or two easy-to-carry containers such as plastic bins or a duffel
bag. After assembling your kit remember to maintain it so it’s ready when needed by keeping food in a cool, dry place, storing boxed food in tightly closed containers, replacing
expired items and updating your keep each year as your family’s needs change. Find an emergency supply list and more tips online. Ready.gov
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2022 Pars and a Purpose for Children’s Cure
All expenses paid by our sponsors

100% Proceeds go Directly to: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Title Sponsors

Title Luncheon Sponsor

Platinum Golf Sponsors

Annual Benefit

Title Golf Sponsor

Platinum Event Food Sponsors

Benefit for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

4-Person Scramble Golf Tournament & Lunch
Sunday October 23rd 2022 at Crane Lakes Country Club

Registration 7:00AM - Shot Gun Start 8:30AM - Lunch after Golf
$100/Individual Player - $400/Team
Breakfast - Greens Fee - Range Balls - Lunch at Crane Lakes Ballroom
1st 2nd 3rd Place Prizes - Men & Women 4 Closest to Pin/Long Drive

$3000 Title Event Sponsor - $1000 Platinum Golf/Food Sponsors - $1000/Cart Sponsor
$1000 Hole Sponsors - $500/Food Sponsors - $250/Beverage Sponsors - $100/Hole Signs
$500 Beverage/Bloody Mary or Mimosa Bar Sponsor - $500 Putting Contest Sponsor

Mail registration forms w/payment to: Benefit for St. Jude Children’s Hospital 69 Glenview Ave, Ponce Inlet FL 32127

Contact for more info Davevan5674@gmail.com or Questions? 386-383-3120

Make Checks to: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________
Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________
Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________
Name__________________________________________Email _________________________________________ Phone # _______________

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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Women United Volusia is proud to present

Lifes a party, dress like it
Friday, September 9, 2022
Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort
Sponsorships available at facebook.com/womenunitedvolusia
Presented by

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!
330 Canal Street
New Smyrna Beach
386.427.7674
Monday - Saturday
10 AM - 5 PM
@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com
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GET THE LOOK

Level Up

Platform: Gianni Bini // Socks: Amazon

FASHION

Stylist • Blog • Photo: Danielle Napolitano IG: @Danielle_Napolitano_Stylist // @DanielleNapolitano

…because this summer we are going mile high in platform sandals! Yes, this “pray I don’t break my ankle” platform trend is towering AGAIN over the summer / fall runways. Platform
sandals can satisfyingly level up any outfit whether it be a basic jeans and tee or even the simple sundress. I totally agree with this season’s motto - “GO BIG OR GO HOME.”

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Danielle Napolitano is
a designer and owner
of Rockerbands, a 70s
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini
and accessory line. Along with
building her brand, Danielle
is also a stylist at Jon Ric
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna
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TASTE

Dominican Chimichurri Burgers

A saucy, simply seasoned burger, topped with sauteed cabbage, tomato and onion, the Chimichurri Burger aka“Chimi”- is Dominican street food at its finest!

Ingredients:
•

2 pounds ground beef, market or chuck
is best

•

1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce

•

5 tablespoons soy sauce, separated

•

4 teaspoons garlic powder, separated

•

2 teaspoons onion powder

•

1 teaspoon kosher salt

•

1 teaspoon ground black pepper

•

3 cups cabbage, thinly sliced

•

1 teaspoon olive oil

•

1 large tomato, thickly sliced

•

1/4 red onion, sliced

•

4 rolls water buns or kaiser rolls, split and
toasted

“SALSA GOLF”
•

1/2 cup ketchup

•

1/2 cup mayonnaise

•

1/4 teaspoon soy sauce

Preparation:

Prep Time: 10 minutes • Cook Time: 8 minutes • Servings: 4 burgers

In a large bowl, combine ground beef, Worcestershire sauce, 3 tablespoons soy sauce, 2 teaspoons garlic powder, onion powder,
salt and black pepper. Mix well, then form 4 equal patties.
Heat a stove-top grill pan over medium heat. Spray pan with oil-based cooking spray, then cook patties, turning once, for about 8
minutes for medium-rare. Remove to a plate.
Heat a skillet over medium heat. Add cabbage, remaining soy sauce and garlic powder, and saute 4 to 5 minutes. Place cabbage in
bowl and set aside.
Return pan to stove and heat olive oil. Sear tomato and onion slices for 1 minute on each side. Remove to a plate.
“SALSA GOLF”
Combine ketchup, mayo and soy sauce in a small bowl. Whisk until combined. Set aside (or refrigerate until ready to use).
Spread some salsa golf on bun bottoms, then place burger on top. Drizzle on a bit more salsa golf, then add a slice of tomato and
onions. Top with sauteed cabbage and top of bun. Serve with an ice cold beer and enjoy!
NUTRITION
Calories: 1045kcal | Carbohydrates: 53g | Protein: 49g | Fat: 69g | Saturated Fat: 20g | Cholesterol: 172mg | Sodium: 2935mg
Potassium: 1109mg | Fiber: 3g | Sugar: 16g | Vitamin A: 495IU | Vitamin C: 27.6mg | Calcium: 103mg | Iron: 17.2mg

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork &
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com
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Volusia County Current Events Find More @ www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice

1-30 ALL MONTH
JUNE 1 - 30

1-10 JUNE 1 - 10

JUNE 3 - SEP 23

Sales Tax Holiday

Sounds of Summer

Save money on items for disaster
preparedness. Find list of accepted
items @ FloridaRevenue.com/
DisasterPrep.

A weekly concert of the best tribute
bands singing your favorites. Free
admission - bring your own chair,
$10 VIP includes seating.

Statewide

Daytona Beach Bandshell

Summer Savings @ The Med Spa
We are giving away a FREE Skinmedica
Lumivive System ($261 value) with
a purchase of 2 Diamond Glow
Treatments, Facial Cleanser and a SPF.
TheMedSpaNSB.com

3-23 Every FRI @ 7:15 PM

4-26 Events through
JUNE 4 - 26

Pride Month in West Volusia
Events all month long include
bowling, cocktails, parties, open mic
nights, ice cream social and more.
Find details at DeLandPride.org

4

1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
JUNE 4 / JULY 2

4

1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM

JUNE 4 / JULY 2

Art Stroll/Gallery Walk
Art Stroll and Gallery Walk
features solo/group exhibitions,
artist talks.

Sip and Stroll
Sample craft beers and
unique wines as you stroll!
$25 includes 12 tastings and
souvenir glass.

386•689•5663
www.themedspansb.com

The Med Spa, NSB

9

THU @ 4 - 7 PM
JUNE 9

10

Kids Fishing Derby

Chamber Alliance Mega Mixer
An exhibition of county-wide
local businesses showcasing and
demonstrating their products and
services to the public. Free admission.

Register w/ South Daytona Police Dept.
for free fishing tournament for kids 12
and under. Poles and bait provided.
(386) 322-3030

Sunglow Fishing Pier

Embry Riddle Aeronautical Ctr.

18

SAT @ 11 AM - 6 PM
JUNE 18

Juneteenth Community Festival
This free outdoor festival features live
music, kids activities, fashion show
and more. Full schedule of week’s
activities at JuneteenthDaytona.com.

Midtown Cultural Center, Daytona

1

FRI @ 8:30 PM
JULY 1

FRI @ 9 AM - 12 PM
JUNE 10

18

SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
JUNE 18 / JULY 16

10

Movie Under the Stars
FREE admission - Concessions
and fun begin at 5:30 PM, with
movie at dusk, featuring Disney’s
“Encanto.”

E. Indiana Ave., DeLand

2

SAT @ 7 - 10 AM
JULY 2

11

18

SAT @ 6 - 9 PM
JUNE 18

FL Wine Flight Night
Enjoy an evening of wine tasting
and tapas with some of Florida’s
best winemakers. $20 per person @
FGGA.org.

The Elusive Grape, DeLand

2

SAT @ 5 - 9:30 PM
JULY 2

SAT @ 4 - 8 PM
JUN 11 / JULY 19

Canal Street Cruise
Downtown NSB becomes home
to street rods and antique cars
with food, fun and music. FREE
admission.

Canal Street, NSB

Port Orange City Center

Cruise Downtown DeLand
Classic cars and hot rods line
the avenue with live DJ music,
giveaways, shopping and dining
specials.

FRI @ 5:30 PM
JUNE 10

DeLand/West Volusia

23

Every THU @ 6:30 PM

JUN 23 - AUG 25

Canal Street, NSB

11

SAT @ 7:30 PM
JUN 11 / JULY 19

16

Midtown Music Series
FREE monthly concerts by your
favorite soul and jazz tribute bands.
Bring a blanket or chair!

24

FRI @ 5 - 8 PM
JUNE 24

THU @ 5 - 9 PM
JUNE 16
Seaside Fiesta

The family-friendly event boasts
an evening of games, street food
tastings and entertainment!

Daisy Stocking Park, Daytona

Flagler Avenue, NSB

24

FRI @ 6:30 - 8:30 PM
JUNE 24

NSB Summer Concert Series

PO Summer Concert Series

DB Shores Concert Series

FREE weekly concerts featuring
local artists. Bring a chair or
blanket.

Each month features a different artist,
as well as food trucks & games. Perfect
for a date night, a summer family
activity, or a friends’ night out!

Free concert features guitar
player and singer Tommy Bryant
performing covers from all genres.
Bring your own chair.

Riverside Park, NSB
- SUN
2-3 SAT
JULY 2 - 3

Riverwalk Park, Port Orange

4

MON @ 10 AM
JULY 4

Movies on the Halifax

NSB Ice Cream Beach 5K

Fireworks and Fun

Daytona Soccer Fest

Veterans Parade on Main

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and
enjoy a FREE screening of popular
movies. July movie - “School of Rock”

$25 registration for a fun, chiptimed beach race ending with
an ice cream party at Flagler
Tavern. RunSignUp.com

Enjoy a band, contests, food and
general vendors, raffles, a kids’
zone and fireworks show @ 9:15
PM!

World-class soccer and top music
performers at this multi-sensory
entertainment experience for the
entire family. DaytonaSoccerFest.com

The parade will pay tribute to
veterans and first responders and will
begin on Main St. at A1A and travel
west to the base of the bridge.

The Casements, Ormond

Flagler Ave. Beach Approach, NSB

Valentine Park, Orange City

Daytona International Speedway

Main Street, Daytona
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Shores Pavilion, DB Shores

4

MON @ 4 - 9 PM
JULY 4
NSB Fireworks

Festivities include gourmet food
trucks, live music and fireworks on
the river.

Brannon Center, NSB
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Community
Food & Drink
KEY:
SAT @ 7:15 PM
SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
4-23 Every
7-10
4 1st
JUNE 4 - SEP 23
JUNE 4 / JULY 2
Ormond Art Walk
Celebrate culture with 6 gallery stops
featuring over 100 artists. Most of the
artwork is handcrafted by local fine
artists.

Granada Blvd, Ormond

18

SAT @ 11 AM
JUNE 18

Star Spangled Summer
A weekly concert of the best
tribute bands followed by a
fireworks show over the water!

Daytona Beach Bandshell

18

SAT @ 10 AM - 4 PM
JUNE 18

Bike and Bar Tour

Juneteenth Celebration

Kickstands up at 11 AM for a pedaling
tour of NSB’s favorite beachside bars. No
registration required.

Join in on community togetherness
with the Juneteenth Unity in the
Community Celebration featuring
food, vendors and live entertainment.

JB’s Fish Camp, NSB

25

SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
JUNE 25
Wine Walk

Explore over 100 interesting
wines inside host locations
and walk the avenue. Tasting
passports are $30.

MON @ 6 PM
JULY 4

EDGEfest 4th Celebration
The fun kicks off with food,
vendors and music; fireworks
begin at dusk.

Kennedy Park, Edgewater

$2 tickets for the first show
of the day every Tuesday and
Wednesday. Find schedule at
RegMovies.com

Regal Cinema, Port Orange

18

THU @ 11 AM - 4 PM
JUNE 18
Stroll Our Streets

Shop local! Explore downtown
DeLand and enjoy sidewalk
sales, discounts and special
events.

Downtown DeLand

1

FRI @ 5 - 7:30 PM
JULY 1

Enjoy food trucks, kids zone,
raffle prizes, basketball
tournament, live music and
more with neighbors!

Enjoy live music, kids fun zone,
face painting and so much more in
celebration of the 4th of July.

4

Recurring Events
Multiple Days

JUNE 7 - AUG 10

Independence Day Block Party

Pettis Park, NSB

Performances

Sports/Races/
Activities

1st show on TUE/WED

Heart of the Community Day

Flagler Avenue, NSB

4

SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
JUNE 25

Arts/

Summer Movie Express

Earl Brown Park, DeLand

25

Music

Tanger Outlets, Daytona

MON 5:30-9PM
JULY 4

Port Orange Fireworks
Celebrate the 4th of July with
live music, food trucks, fun
zone, classic car show and
fireworks at 9PM.

Port Orange City Center
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INSIDE LOOK:

Snook Fishing 101

FishBrain.com | facebook.com/FishbrainApp | Instagram: @fishbrainapp

Catch more fish with Fishbrain - the world’s most popular fishing app. Fishbrain provides you with the tools and skills you need to perform better every
time you hit the water, so that you can make bigger and better catches. Join for free and make your next cast a catch. It’s the only fishing app that
provides maps for every body of water with specific layers for catches, waypoints and depth contours.

With over 14 million anglers from all over the world, no other fishing
app contains as much detailed catch data as Fishbrain. You can find
catches, make connections and learn different fishing techniques
everywhere from your local pond to the middle of the farthest ocean.
FISHBRAIN’S GUIDE TO SNOOK
Snook are one the most readily found and exciting fish you can
catch in Florida.
Snook will run in both fresh and saltwater, making them easily
found. But just because they are easily found does not mean
they are always easy to catch. Snook are intelligent fish that can
be quite leader shy, picky eaters and, like many fish, require far
different tactics when targeting a big one.
If you haven’t had the chance to cast for this great species yet,
put Florida snook fishing high on your to do list this year.
Follow along for some of our tried and true tips for landing the
fish of a lifetime the next time you go Florida snook fishing.

THE DAY FISHERMAN AND THE NIGHT FISHERMAN

needed to avoid those they do have, like sharks and dolphins.

Targeting fish at night is a tried and true concept for a lot of
anglers. Catfish, brown trout and even tarpon are all active
at night, especially large ones. Florida snook are no different.
When you find good ocean access that looks promising, you
need to decide if you want to be out during the day, or burning
the midnight oil.

On incoming and outgoing tides, big snook can hide behind
their cover and wait for baitfish to pass by riding a tide, much
like the way trout sit in slack water waiting for insects to come
by on a current.

For night fishing there are two good strategies. Lighted docks
are a prime place to target snook at night. Dock lights will
inherently attract insects to the surface of the water, which
inevitably attract balls of baitfish. The bigger a snook gets, the
lazier it gets and these bait balls at night are a buffet waiting
to happen. Florida snook will cruise through lazily and then
hammer these bait balls. If you can’t see into the water, it will
also help to listen for thrashing water, which may indicate a
large snook in a feeding frenzy.

At daybreak, snook are often found cruising flats and in
the surf of beaches looking for baitfish. The early mornings
when the sun is not overhead allow snook to move without
worrying too much about other aerial predators like osprey.
The shallows of the surf keep them safe from aquatic predators
while allowing them to use the beach to pin down baitfish like
greenbacks.

Big snook will also stack around inlets and bridges, perfect for
ambushing baitfish riding the tides. Large snook don’t have
many predators, but bridges and inlets can provide the cover
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THE EARLY BIRD GETS THE SNOOK

Mangroves are another great spot to target. Florida snook use
tunnels throughout the thick mangrove roots to move easily,
while keeping them safe. The roots also provide cover for prey
species. Snook will often be hesitant to leave these tunnels, so
getting your bait, or lure as close to the mangroves as possible

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

(easier said than done) is key as they wont leave their cover for
a bait deemed too far away.
FIGHTING SNOOK
Snook have really sharp gill plates and tail fins. Extra-long
fluorocarbon carbon leader, in the 20-pound range, will give
you the abrasion resistance needed to hold up against a tail fin,
or gill plate, when the fish turns.
GEAR
If you are strictly fishing at night you can go all the way
up to 60- to 80-pound line with a 100-pound leader when
specifically targeting large snook. During the day, you need a
lighter line that won’t stand out prominently. Go lighter with
a 20- to 30- pound braid with a 25- to 30-pound fluorocarbon
leader.
Highly visible lines will help during a fight. When fishing
mangroves for example, lower vis lines are harder to see in the
light of the day. An angler needs to keep a sharp eye on their
line in these areas to steer their fish away from the root tunnels
where they risk losing them, breaking their line, or getting
snagged.
Braided line should always be your bread and butter. Braided
line has a thinner diameter, which lets you put more on your
reel than mono. You can’t power a large snook in while it’s on a
long run. You need to let it take line and a large snook can take
you 400 yards.
As long as you wash your reel, the braided line will also hold
up longer in the salt compared to mono.
A general rule for saltwater fishing is if your leader gets

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

scraped or scuffed by a fish or structure, replace it. Not only
will the leader be weakened to the point of breaking on a big
fish, but it will begin to show white, which can scare fish.
You should always go line-to-line and avoid swivels when
connecting your line to your leader. Swivels can attract other
species and enticing fish to strike at the swivel instead of your
bait.
Line-to-line is also a stronger connection with direct pull
compared to a swivel. Line-to-line makes only one knot which
represents the weakest point in your connection, opposed
to two knots with a swivel. Line-to-line also provides some
stretch, while the metal on a swivel provides none. Swivels also
create more snag points that can get caught on structures like
bridge pylons or mangroves.
Albright knots, surgeon’s knots and blood knots are all great
options for connecting line-to-line and should be in every
angler’s repertoire.
BAIT
Cut bait works great when fishing water with a current or a
tide. A chunk of ladyfish on a hook has caught many a snook
in Florida, but nothing beats live bait like live greenbacks,
pinfish or scaled sardines.

isn’t always guaranteed to match what a snook is in the mood
for. Changing your game plan and being flexible is a must.
If you’re throwing a live greenback right on one’s head and still
not getting any interest, it’s time to switch things up and go to
cut bait, or a lure that provides a bit more flash.
Snook size limits and seasons for harvest should also be
closely monitored. Make sure and use Fishbrain’s partner app,
Fish Rules, to find seamless information regarding fishing
regulations wherever you are.
If you have never had the pleasure of tangling with (anything
but) common snook, drop what you are doing, sell your
furniture, if need be, and get out on the water. Couches and
coffee tables come and go, but you only get to catch your first
snook once.
NOW, LET’S GO FISHING!
If you haven’t experienced the #1 fishing app worldwide, make
sure and check out Fishbrain to see all the fish data, fishing
spots, weather conditions you’ve been missing out on plus
much more.
Cavan Williams
@CavanWilliams

Cast nets are a great asset to those using live bait. Throwing a
cast net within a mile of where you are fishing will clue you in
even more on what predatory fish are feeding on.
Green and white combo bucktail jigs are a dangerous artificial
lure for snook as well. Green and white are great combo
patterns as they match most shallower waters where snook can
be found during the day. Even with this clue, however, live bait
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Relief from back
pain starts here.

World-Class Spine Care Close to Home
If your back hurts, you’re not alone. Eight in ten people suffer from back pain. AdventHealth is here for you with an elite team of
spine-care specialists to get you back in action with some of the most advanced treatment options available.
By focusing on your whole health, we can achieve the best possible outcomes with individualized treatment planning and
complimentary care coordination to help you navigate your journey back to living your best life.
Daytona Beach
305 Memorial Medical Parkway
Suite 505

DeLand
151 Victoria Commons Boulevard
Suite 105

New Smyrna Beach
501 Live Oak Street
Suite B

To make an appointment, call 800-841-1372,
or visit VolusiaFlaglerNeurosurgery.com.
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NEWS

EDGEfest July 4th Celebration: Exciting news in Edgewater! Plans are set for this year’s 4th of July celebration.This year’s fireworks show by Zambelli Fireworks will take place
at Kennedy Park (103 N. Riverside Drive). This location will allow spectators to view the stunning annual fireworks display over the river and promises to be fun for the whole family.
Food vendors will be on site so a cool treat, drink or snack is never far away. The event takes place on Monday, July 4, 2022 and begins at 6 p.m. featuring music, vendors and food with
fireworks at dusk. For more information about the EDGEfest 4th of July event or learn more about becoming a vendor or EDGEfest sponsor, please call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email
SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org. EDGEfest is a year round series of events held monthly in the City of Edgewater. Each event includes a variety of activities designed to provide
something for every member of the family. The EDGEfest event series is funded solely by sponsorships and donations. It is a fun, economical opportunity for businesses to showcase
all they have to offer. CityOfEdgewater.org
Volusia County Libraries Offer Summer Programs for Kids and Teens: Children in grades K-5 can beat the summer brain drain by taking part in the Volusia
County Public Library’s summer reading programs. Registration for this summer’s reading challenge, “Oceans of Possibilities,” is open now on the library’s website. From June 6
through August 12, kids can track their summer reading online with the digital platform Beanstack.Those who read at least four days a week over the summer will earn prizes from
the library and can record their reading for their local public school goals. The library system will also offer a lineup of free programs, streaming resources and online databases
this summer. Select branches will offer free Summer Breakspot meals for children 18 and under beginning June 6. Additionally, the library system will continue its popular Lit
Kits to Go and 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten services. The award winning Lit Kits to Go program is designed for children from birth through fifth grade. After completing a
questionnaire at their local library or on Volusialibrary.org/Kids, parents can check out a weekly lit kit bag for each child. The bags include library books, crafts, reading suggestions
and educational materials. A library card is required for the bags to include library books. Bags may also be requested without library books. Children from birth to age 6 can
take part in the 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program, which is designed to help build pre-reading skills necessary for kindergarten. Teens can register for the Teen Summer
Challenge, which runs from June 6 through Aug. 12, at Volusialibrary.org/Teens.The library system will also offer a lineup of in-person teen programs, from hands-on maker activities
to special presentations. Registration for the summer reading challenges and details about the library’s summer offerings are available online now at: VolusiaLibrary.org
Burns Science and Technology Charter School in Oak Hill now Offering High School: Burns Science and Technology Charter School, a tuition free public charter
school located at 160 Ridge Road in Oak Hill, officially becomes a kindergarten through 12th grade charter school this fall. Students entering 9th through 12th grades are encouraged
to apply now for the 2022-2023 school year. Be among the first to use the new state-of-the-art high school building, engage in challenging “Archways” that prepare you for life beyond
graduation, and be a part of our first graduating class. The high school’s “ARCH” approach stands for “applying real world concepts holistically.” The school’s “ARCH” provides the
bridge to real life and prepares students for life after high school.The ARCH Program is a holistic instructional practice that encourages students to learn and apply knowledge and skills
through a hands-on experience that simulates real life situations. Students will gain valuable life skills in areas including aerospace, engineering, the school’s flight academy, health science,
experiential science, education and research, cyber security, entrepreneurship, communications, artistic and digital design, information technology, video game creation and E-sports.
Applications are now being accepted for grades 9 through 12. Students are accepted regardless of race, color, creed, national or ethnic origin, religious preference, homelessness,
disability, handicap, or language other than English. For more info, please contact Daniel Hargrave at (386) 210-4915 or HargraveD@BurnsSciTech.org. Apply online today to secure
your spot in the next lottery and future at the new Burns Sci Tech High! BurnsSciTech.org
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Our gardens are an ecosystem, and those
pesky little insects are a valuable part of a healthy,
functioning ecosystem that has the ability to control
populations without human intervention. We have to
stop thinking of our garden as a garden but as its
own beautiful ecosystem.

I love it (for the garden). So, work to transform
your garden to help usher in a new Insect Police
Academy. Create a wonderful habitat where those
beneficial bugs will be happy with lots of food (like
those bad bugs we don’t need destroying or food or
plants), water and shelter.

There are so many organisms from the tiny
microscopic nematodes to the mole that will eat
your plants. Gardeners have a special assignment
of creating sustainable living spaces that encourage
the circle of life. In my years of gardening, I’ve
found that a positive attitude involving everything
that happens in the garden yields extremely positive
results.

I make sure my soil is covered to help prevent
harmful chemicals entering their new habitat. We
also have to make sure that their food source is
attainable. Most of these bugs have short mouths so
we need to make sure we plant with tiny flowers like
fennel, sweet alyssum and zinnias that have great
landing pads for our tiny little friends.
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insects and they love to hang around leaf litter

Let flowers, grass and herbs “flower” or go
to seed. This allows our beneficial bugs to hang
around longer and l water overhead to try to leave
behind pools of water. If you use drip irrigation,
create saucers of water filled with pebbles so our
new friends don’t drown. I also try to create these
habitats close to the areas I may need to help in the
garden. In the past, I’ve planted these habitats too
far away and my insect police didn’t feel the need to
travel to other areas in the garden.
A quick guide to a colorful habitat. Start with
some annuals like cosmos, sunflowers and
marigolds. Then I’d plant some perennials, flowers
and herbs like lavender, mint, tansy and yarrow. Our
new friends may also love parsley, cilantro, dill and
other herbs. Plant these flowers and herbs around
the plants you need them to protect.
Remember to also inspect all plants purchased
from nurseries and plant sales. Get familiar
with what these pesky bugs look like. Trust me,
you would hate to purchase a beautiful plant
that introduces your garden to the worst insect
infestation. It’s horrible.
Until next month, my garden buddies! Remember
to leave those leaves out for beneficial bugs that
need shelter to hide, reproduce and protect our
gardens naturally.
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Fortunately, we live in a bug-eat-bug world.
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Adventures of a Modern Pirate
The Double Pleasure had dropped anchor
on our front lawn, metaphorically speaking.
When one spends as much time on an
isolated paradise as we had, the beachfront
becomes yours and it was just that which
made us feel encroached upon. Nonetheless,
it was the curvy redhead in a sleek white
bikini that made all the encroaching-upon
disappear as our interests suddenly piqued.
A friendly wave, a large cheery smile,
and then an exuberant “Ahoy!” soothed the
savages.
My uncle hollered back; we waved,
smiled and then stood. Seconds later, a tall,
shirtless man with shoulder-length, saltand-pepper hair appeared with the selfsame
cheery disposition followed by an introductory
wave of the hand. I noticed that both wore
deep bronze-colored tans from time well
spent baking in the sun.
We watched as the two set another anchor,
stabilizing the large catamaran, and then
proceeded to drop a dinghy with an outboard
along the aft of the ship. The audible
whine of a two-stroke idling was heard and
then revving as the dinghy bounced along
turquoise-blue water toward us.
“Here come Ken and Barbie,” my uncle
quipped.
I perceived his skepticism, but there was,
at that point in time, no going back. As two
pirates stuck on a deserted island, where
could we possibly escape to?
The dinghy came to a stop on shore and
the two bronze occupants hopped out, pulled
the dinghy on shore until the nose dug in,
and then turned to greet us.
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“Hope we’re not interrupting?” was the
man’s sanguine introduction as he reached
out his arm in a friendly gesture. We shook
hands with him and the lovely young lady
who couldn’t contain her smile.
“I’m Jim,” he said and then pointed at his
companion. “Abby.”
We introduced ourselves and the pressure
was off immediately as instant camaraderie
took over. Jim was an architect who had
made a name for himself in Dallas, Texas,
and his lovely companion, a young lawyer
working her way up the corporate ladder.
They had taken the summer off to “get away
from it all.” Naturally, my uncle, being an
engineer, had gravitated toward Jim, and the
two started talking industrial jargon.
I felt like a third wheel and clueless as to
what to say, when the young mermaid took
my hand and said, “While these two nerds
chit-chat, you help me catch dinner.”
“Okay!” was all this young pirate could
muster.
“How about lobsters?”
“Perfect!” I added.
Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions…
*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales
from the past that continues each month for going
on seven years now.
Joshua MacLeod is a NSB
local and a Florida native. He
is the author of Savage Tango
and Chasing Latitudes. He
lives with his dogs, Durango,
Higgins and Oscar.
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On May 23, husband and wife team, Joe
and Sue Benigo of Bagel Barn Cafe and
Deli, visited Creekside Middle School in Port
Orange to demonstrate the art of bagel
making to their culinary students! Bagel Barn
is located at 103 N. Ridgewood Avenue in
Edgewater and is open Monday-Saturday
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m. #CreeksideVCSRocks

|

Instagram: @eccprint

The NSB Police Dept. is proud to announce the promotion of Lieutenant Chris Kirk to Captain!
Captain Kirk started with the agency in 2003 and served as a patrol officer, field training officer, department
training officer and SWAT operator before being promoted to Sergeant in 2012, then transferred into
the criminal investigations division in 2015. During his time as the CID sergeant he also served as the
agency’s SWAT Team Leader. In 2019 Kirk was promoted to Lieutenant where he served as the SWAT Team
Commander and commanded the support services division, managing the agency’s budget, assets, and
support functions such as records and evidence. Chris’ stunning photography work has been featured in
the past on several ECC covers. Congratulations, Captain Kirk!

Leon Bridges, Grammy Award winning
soul singer and songwriter, played to
a packed amphitheater on May 19 at
The Amp St. Augustine. Embraced by
the natural landscape of Anastasia
State Park, The Amp provides a
beautiful setting for an incredible
concert experience. Find upcoming
shows at TheAmp.com.

ECC Editor-in-Chief, Tiffany Evers, along with
her boyfriend, Scotty Sudakis, celebrated their
birthdays last month with friends and family. Scotty
turned 50 and Tiffany turned 39. Left to right: Scotty
Sudakis, Tiffany Evers, Frank Murphey and Melissa
Bowles.

The Southeast Volusia Chamber
of Commerce held a ribbon
cutting ceremony on May 10 for
the grand opening of Precision
Eye Institute, located at 303 N.
Ridgewood Ave. in Edgewater.

Congratulations to Joseph (JJ)
Yancey for graduating from
New Smyrna Beach High school
on May 26, 2022. JJ received a
scholarship to Nova Southeastern
University in Fort Lauderdale to
study marine biology. Right is
his senior photo and above he
is pictured with his sister, Bailey,
brother, Porter and father, Zack.
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CHECK OUT WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO...
Scott Walters celebrated his 42nd birthday on May 5 with his wife, ECC
co-owner Kelsey and daughter Avery, along with close friends at the
Daytona Tortugas baseball game. Happy birthday, Scott!

The city of Edgewater’s Plant a Tree for Arbor Day
event was a huge success! A total of 140 trees
and 200 seedlings were given away. Thank you to
Florida Forest Service and Miami Tract Nursery for
the donation of trees and seedlings. In addition to
the trees given away, trees were planted in Whistle
Stop Park by City Manager Glenn Irby, Councilman
Jonah Powers, the Indian River Elementary School
After School Program, Girl Scout Troop #1172,
Edgewater Fire-Rescue and Army Greens Lawn
Service.

Sea turtle nesting season is in full swing and
will continue through October. Local wildlife
photographer, Shelley Lynch, captured this image of
a nesting mother turtle in NSB. Find more of Shelley’s
impressive work at
ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

The 3rd Annual Rick Zimmer Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament was held on May
21 at Cypress Head Golf Club and was presented by Halifax Health-Hospice.
The event was a huge success and raised funds for the Halifax Health-Hospice
Traumatic Loss Program. The Traumatic Loss Program provides counseling at no
cost to those in our community who have lost a loved one in an unanticipated
way, many times due to suicide, homicide and overdoses.
Pictured: Rick Zimmer Junior’s family

AdventHealth NSB Foundation is proud to announce
that we are providing AdventHealth NSB $100,000 to
renovate the oncology space. This gift for the renovation
will provide a number of facility updates including a
healing environment designed to provide nurturing and
therapeutic benefits to reduce patients’ anxiety and
stress, accelerate recovery, and promote a sense of wellbeing. These upgrades will improve comfort and patient
satisfaction, improve workflow, and efficiency, and
increase access to serve more patients. Pictured: Jennifer
VanGilder, Cindi Flanagan, Jean Tauber, Peggy Rivers,
Michelle Rosato

Kitten adoptions are discounted for the month of
June at the Edgewater Animal Shelter! Approved
adopters can bring home one kitten for $75 or two
for $100 this month. Apply online or visit in person
to adopt. The shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree
Drive in Edgewater.
In front of an audience
of more than 200
students, faculty, staff,
and members of the
community, Daytona
State College officials cut
the ceremonial ribbon
to mark the completion
of the new student
residence hall on May 5.
Located on the Daytona
Beach Campus, the four
story, 252-bed facility
opens its doors to DSC’s
first-ever on-campus
residents this summer.
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If you’re traveling on Oakridge Blvd. in Daytona, check
out the new bicycle lane’s bright green color. The ZICLA
Zipper System, an innovative bicycle buffering system,
which consists of a series of reflective, raised separators
to protect cyclists by preventing vehicles from entering
the bike lane, was part of recent improvements on this
roadway. This buffering system is the first of its kind to be
used in an FDOT project in Florida.
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Fishing Report
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All Text & Photos Provided by

Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
May flowers have bloomed, topwater fishing is on fire and the bite is staying consistently
hot! All the species have been hungry as of late with redfish, trout and snook being caught
throughout all areas in the river.
I’ve been using live mullet and shrimp to catch my redfish, and live mullet to catch the
backwater sharks. I keep seeing larger and larger sharks in shallow backwater areas.
The bait population is growing and the sharks have plenty of prey to keep thriving. These
backwater sharks are very aggressive and will come right up to your paddle board with a very
curious behavior. Here’s a baby I caught (pictured top right).
@BrokeBallin has been on a tear lately slaying the snook and bigger redfish. Here he is with a
beast over slot that he caught on topwater (pictured below)!
As for my daughter and I, we love this one particular spot that always has redfish. Here we
are with a healthy backwater red (pictured bottom right)!
Moving forward, look for more topwater action and bigger snook creeping into the
backwaters!

Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!
BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JUNE: 1 - 2, 6 - 8, 13 - 15, 19 - 20, 25 - 30
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