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Ask A Local

BEST IRISH PUB
IN TOWN

Irish pubs are characterized by a unique culture centered around a casual and
friendly atmosphere. With St. Patrick’s Day approaching, we wanted to know
where the locals go to find cold drinks or hearty eats, in a comfortable spot.
Here are the top 5 Irish pubs in town!

1st

FLETCHER’S IRISH PUB
393 W Granada Blvd, Ormond Beach 32174

Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook
Fans. Be sure to “Like” our page to participate next month.
@eccmedia

3 rd

ROBBIE O’CONNELL’S PUB

550 Seabreeze Blvd, Daytona Beach 32118
(386) 252-6003

(386) 677-2700

FB: @Robbie O’Connell’s Pub

FletchersIrishPub.com

Mon - Sun: 3 p.m. - 3 a.m.

FB: @FletchersIrishPub // Insta: @FletchersIrishPub
Mon - Sun: 11 a.m. - 2 a.m.

4 th

2nd

TAYTON O’BRIANS

410 Flagler Ave, New Smyrna Beach 32169
(386) 957-3869 // TaytonOBrians.com
FB: @TaytonOBrians // Insta: @TaytonOBrians

MCK’S TAVERN

Mon - Sun: 12 p.m. - 2 a.m.

218 S Beach St, Daytona Beach 32114
(386) 238-3321
McKsTavern.com
FB: McK’s Tavern // Insta: @McKsTavern
Mon - Thu: 11 a.m. - 12 a.m.; Fri - Sat: 11 a.m. - 2 a.m.

5 th

TIR NA NÓG IRISH PUB

612 E International Speedway Blvd, Daytona Beach 32118
(386) 252-8662
FB: @TirnanOgPub // Insta: @TirnanOgPubDaytona

Sun: 11 a.m. - 12 a.m.

Mon - Sat: 3 p.m. - 3 a.m.; Sun: 9 p.m. - 3 a.m.

RSVP

MarineDiscoveryCenter.org

Saturday

MARCH 12

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Cheers to 25 Years
520 Barracuda Blvd, NSB | MARINEDISCOVERYCENTER.ORG | 386.428.4828
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The Local Curmudgeon: Biker Trouble
Standing in his driveway, Hal, my neighbor,
said, “I think I’m in trouble with some biker
gang.”
Standing in my driveway, with a garden hose
in hand, I said, “What.” I was cleaning bug
splats off my truck windshield, the kind of splats
we get in Florida. Love bugs, no-see-ums and
every other bug there is on the planet. Kind of a
bug guts glaze that requires a chisel to remove.
“I cut off some bikers on 95 by the first
Daytona exit yesterday and one of them followed
me home.” Hal said.
I let the hose-nozzle snap shut and looked at
Hal, across grass glistening from the repeated
labors of my automatic sprinkler system, which
comes on every… I have no idea when. Hal was
a chunky guy about eight years younger than
me and just retired. His wide, slightly doublechinned face, usually smiling, looked more than
slightly alarmed.
Hal, as a driver, is the reason residential
subdivisions install speed bumps. I’d seen him
driving through the neighborhood. I watched the
kids scatter off the street like leaves in front of
a blower.
“A ticked off biker followed you back home?”
I said.
From just across the street, another neighbor,
Joyce, who is about 10 years older than me,
but hears stuff way better, yelled, “Hal. Are you
telling me you let some marauding biker bandit
followed you back to our neighborhood? Down
this street? Past my house?”
Hal kind of shrugged and kept his eyes on a
particular blade of grass, close by his foot.

“Sure,” I continued, “It’s a motorcycle club
right here in New Smyrna Beach. Maybe that
fellow was just heading home behind you, and
he lives down the street somewhere.”
“I’ve never heard of the Aficianados.” Hal
said.
“That’s because it’s a load of you-knowwhat,” said Joyce.
“No,” I said, “They ride their motorcycles
around here. I see them on weekends when
my wife and I go to the farmers’ market. Very
well-behaved. They seem to be looking for the
perfect heirloom tomato. They like to go see
Simon and Garfunkel tribute bands. Or maybe
it was Peter, Paul and Mary. The soothing, laidback type groups.”
“Hah!” shouted Joyce and waved her mail at
me like she was shaking her fist.
“What does that even mean,” Hal said looking
a bit confused.
Joyce said, “It means you better sell your
house and go into witness protection. That’s
what it means, Hal.” Joyce turned away from
her mailbox and marched towards her front
door. She was mumbling about something and
shaking her head.
Hal looked at me.
“Maybe some place like Antarctica where they
don’t ride motorcycles,” I suggested.
At this point my wife announced from our
front door, “Would you leave Hal alone? And
get yourself ready. You are taking me to the
Farmers’ Market on Canal Street.”

I said, “Wait a minute, Joyce, we don’t know
what kind of biker, or person, this was. It could
be, maybe, this was some friendly biker.”

_______________________________________

Joyce just snorted, “What kind of biker or
gang is friendly?”

This is the final installment of The Local
Curmudgeon, written by Rodney Johnson. Thank
you, Rodney, for making us laugh with your
hilarious stories. Rest in peace.

I said, “Maybe he belongs to the Aficionados.”

Note from the Editor:

“The Aficionados?” Hal said. He brightened
up some.

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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NEWS

Economic Development in NSB

NEW SMYRNA BEACH: The city of New Smyrna
Beach continues to burst with development and
new businesses. Locals and visitors can observe
new residential neighborhoods and ongoing
commercial construction around town. According
to the city’s February Economic Development
newsletter, there are 30 proposed projects,
almost 50 approved/under construction projects
and 17 proposed city capital improvement
projects. Five city capital improvements projects
are currently under construction.
The city has been working from the approved
2020 Economic Development Plan. The updated
draft of the Economic Development Plan (EDP)
was approved December 10, 2019. The plan
format follows the standard, straight forward
“strategic plan” type format. The sections are
titled: Where We Are Now, Enhancing Where We
Are Now, and the main section, the Action Plan.
According to the “Enhancing Where We
Are Now” section, the target industries for
New Smyrna Beach retention, expansion and
recruitment are industry sectors that were also
listed on the 2016 economic plan. Some of the
following industries are listed: aviation and
aerospace, creative class including high tech,
light industry and manufacturing and medical.
Listed below are some of the proposed
projects, prominent projects and announcements
noted in the February 2022 Economic
Development newsletter.
•

Hyatt Place Hotel & Riptides Restaurant
- SR A1A/3rd Ave - 114-room, four-story
hotel and a single story restaurant with
seating for 278 people. The city’s Planning
& Zoning Department recommended three
conditions before the project can move
forward including no vertical construction
can begin until a new retaining wall is
completed and approved.

•

Bless Gas Station & Convenience Store
- 1650 S Atlantic Ave - staff comments were
issued and the applicant must resubmit

•

Starbucks - 1998 State Rd 44 - submitted
for staff review

•

Wendy’s - State Rd 44/S Glencoe - under
construction

•

Holiday Inn Express - west of I-95 - 122room hotel, approved/under construction

•

Babe James Center - 201 N Myrtle Ave shade structure addition under construction

In order to address growing traffic concerns
at busy Flagler Avenue, the city engineer, Kyle
Fegley, has submitted conceptual drawings
for intersection improvements at Flagler and
Peninsula Avenues. The drawings show an
extension of the current turn lane (turning
left onto Peninsula from Flagler Ave.), new
northbound left turn lane (Peninsula turning left
onto Flagler Ave.) and new southbound right
turn lane (Peninsula Ave. turning right onto
Flagler Ave.). A public forum to be hosted in the
Coronado Civic Center to present conceptual
options for intersection improvements at Flagler
& Peninsula Avenues has been postponed until
further notice.
To find a copy of the Economic Development
plan and newsletter, visit the city’s website at
CityofNSB.com/Economic-Development.
To learn more about the proposed intersection
changes, contact City Engineer Kyle Fegley at
KFegley@CityofNSB.com or (386) 410-2811.
Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean
Properties & Management Inc. and a member
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is “Loving
Living at the Beach.” 386-576-7722
#NSBeachLife
@NSBMimi
#NSB
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Get The Scoop...

NEWS

Business Opportunities on the Beach: After winning the county contract to continue to serve locals and tourists alike on our shores, the company formerly known as Volusia
County Beach Rentals will transition into a new contract with the County of Volusia starting October 1st, 2022. The new Beach Rentals & Refreshments, LLC has upland park business
opportunities to serve the beach patrons in Ormond Beach, Ponce Inlet and New Smyrna Beach! Volusia County Beach Rentals has been serving the community with concessions along 17
miles of Volusia County beaches as well as equipment rentals including chairs, tables and shade umbrellas, bikes, watersports equipment and more. Under the new contract, Beach Rentals
and Refreshments will continue to offer the best food and rentals on the beach and expand to offer even more to beachgoers. If you have a mobile food truck business and are interested
in beach services in our upland parks, please fill out the form found on Volusia County Beach Rentals’ Facebook page (@ VolusiaCountyBeachRentals) and a member of their team will
contact you. They look forward to adding new businesses to the team!. For questions, contact Volusia County Beach Rentals by emailing vcbrllc@yahoo.com. VCBeachRentals.com

Bird Flu Arrives in Volusia: After receiving three waterbirds that tested positive for avian influenza mid-February, the Marine Science Center has closed avian areas to the public and
halted the admission of sick and injured birds until further notice. The three birds – two royal terns and one lesser scaup – were euthanized. Samples have been sent to Tallahassee, where
technicians will determine the viral strain. The avian flu, a highly contagious and often deadly viral infection that occurs naturally in birds, has also been identified in birds in Brevard, Indian
River and Palm Beach counties. The Marine Science Center cares for sick and injured birds and provides a permanent residence for birds that cannot be released. The center currently
houses 18 permanent residents and 18 birds that are undergoing treatment and rehabilitation. All of them have been tested for avian flu. Additionally, Volusia County Mosquito Control is
closely monitoring its sentinel chickens, which are placed in 12 locations throughout the county to help detect the presence of mosquito-borne illnesses.There is a low risk of transmission
to humans and, to date, there have been no known human infections in North America. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is monitoring for the avian flu in
birds found sick or dead of unknown causes.To prevent the spread of avian flu, the FWC advises that the public should avoid handling sick or dead wildlife, prohibit the contact of domestic
birds with wild birds, and report wild bird mortalities at: app.MyFWC.com/FWRI/AvianMortality
St. Johns River Cleanup Open for Registration: The 26th Annual St. Johns River Cleanup will be held April 23, 2022 and will be a social distancing
event. Registration for the event opens March 1. The annual cleanup, coordinated by Volusia County’s Environmental Management Division, draws attention to the
river’s environmental importance and helps to keep the waterway safe and clean for animals and people who enjoy swimming and water sports. The following is
a list of suggested sites for registration: Nine Mile Point Park, at the West end of Nine Mile Point Road, Pierson (land); Shell Harbor, 1800 Shell Harbor Road,
Pierson (boats and land); Ed Stone Park, 2990 W. State Road 44, Deland (boats and land); Lake Beresford Park, 2100 Fatio Road, Deland (boats and land); French
Avenue boat launch / Starks Landing, Orange City (boats and land); Lake Monroe Park, 975 S. U.S. 17-92, DeBary (boats and land); Lemon Bluff boat ramp,
907 Lemon Bluff Rd., Osteen (mainly boats, some land); C.S. Lee Park, 4600 East S.R. 46, Geneva (boats and land); DeLeon Springs, 601 Ponce DeLeon Springs
Blvd (boats and land). These sites are not the only sites for collection. The cleanup needs participation to occur all along the St. Johns River from Lake George to
Puzzle Lake. A St. Johns River Clean Up beach towel will be given to each pre-registered participant. This is a socially distant event and participants are asked to
please wear a mask when around others. For more information call Joan Coil at (386) 736-5927, ext. 12729 or Denise Colflesh at ext. 12090. Volusia.org //
StJohnsRiverkeeper.org

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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FEATURE

Patches of Memories
Finding Beauty - It took four generations of
procrastinators in my family to complete one
of the greatest gifts you can give, or make for
yourself.
My mom and grandmother started putting
three patchwork quilts together in the mid-70s.
One for my mom, and the other two for me and
my sister. Since I had recently been excused
from Singer Sewing classes for making
crotchless pants, I was put on the cutting out
squares job - with adult supervision.
My mom and grandma pinned all the fabric
squares together. Life got busy, so all the
unfinished quilts were folded and tucked away.
I ran across them in a box when we moved
to Florida in 1987. David and I thought they
would make wonderful Christmas gifts, so we
(meaning David) sewed them together. He ran
out of time before he could complete ours, so I
put it away.
I thought about that quilt for years, but
somehow it came up missing. I was so sad. I
had visions of sharing so many stories from
that quilt with my children and grandchildren. I
pictured covering their beds with it when they
were home with a cold or just wanted some
family memory “cuddle time” stories.
This Christmas, my daughter surprised me
by finishing my quilt that she had found when
we were moving. She had a goal to complete it
for me by Christmas. So many memories came
rushing into my mind and heart. She even
added a piece of her wedding gown under part
of mine.

10 East Coast Current • March 2022 • ECCurrent.com

As I had dreamed, she wanted to know the
stories behind the patches. Some I had totally
forgotten about, like my mom sewing a piece
of my dad’s favorite Lay-Z-Boy chair into it.
It has my baby blanket, old dance costumes,
special clothes and more. Then she asked if I
could find pictures of the fabrics - what it was
used for, who wore it, etc. so she could get the
whole story. And yes, every patch came with a
story, for sure.
I’m happy to say that patchwork quilts, that
have been around for centuries, are making a
huge comeback, but with a different twist. They
were started by people sewing every scrap of
fabric they had into quilts to stay warm and
hang on windows and doors to keep the cold
out. It wasn’t until the 1960s and 1970s that
they were used for personal expression, or a
baby gift or wedding gift - adding more intricate
designs and creativity.
In a time when it’s nearly impossible for true
attention from your children or grandchildren,
this is a beautiful way to share the past and
your family history.

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and
the author of the book, “Pageant
Land and the Family Who Lived
There.” She has been involved in all
aspects of the beauty industry and
in show business for over 30 years.
Karin is the mother of two and the
grandmother of four.

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
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If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

TRAVEL

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930
www.aadaytona.org

Photos by Kelsey Walters

Masks and Mouse Ears
A Guide to Doing Disney in a Pandemic
A couple years ago, I wrote an article about how to choose a
theme park annual pass that best fit your family. At the time, we
had a Sea World annual pass and visited Disney World parks
four times that year. Then… the world changed.
When COVID-19 hit and everything shut down, we were
forced to essentially forfeit the last few months of our annual
pass and drastically changed everything about our family’s
traveling life. After what feels like a lifetime of sticking to the
outdoors, this past February we decided to visit Disney World
once again in celebration of Avery’s fourth birthday. We spent a
total of four days on-site at Disney resorts, with three park days
at Animal Kingdom, Epcot and Magic Kingdom. We found that
nearly everything had changed.

Get Noticed!
Place a Coupon ad
here for only $75 a month!
Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info.

If you’re anything like us and haven’t been to Disney in a
while, it can seem pretty intimidating. The magic is still there,
but you don’t want to go into a Disney trip (especially postshutdowns) blindly. Here is a guide to visiting Disney World in
a new era:
SAVE YOUR SPOT
One of the first differences we noticed when purchasing
tickets was the new park reservation system. All of the 4 parks
now require a park reservation for each member of your party.
While there is really no such thing as a “slow” day at Disney
anymore, these reservations DO max out and you could be left
without a visit to your favorite park if you don’t plan ahead. It’s
essential to check the available reservations (or “green days”)

12 East Coast Current • March 2022 • ECCurrent.com

on Disney’s website at your desired park before purchasing
your tickets, then immediately make your reservation after
purchase to secure your spot.
MASKS AND MOUSE EARS
At the time of our visit, masks were required at all indoor
spaces within the Disney resort complex. That included
restrooms, indoor ride queues, any rides that passed through
an indoor space, shops, restaurants (when not eating), Disneyprovided transportation, common indoor resort areas and all
indoor character interactions. The rule was strictly enforced and
you wouldn’t get far in the parks without a mask. This helped us
feel a lot more comfortable with the safety of our visit.
About a week after our trip, Disney announced they
were dropping the mandates for all indoor spaces except
transportation. Masks are still required on Disney buses,
monorail, ferries and the new skyliner system, but are optional
for guests otherwise. The announcement states that they are
no longer required for vaccinated guests, however no proof of
vaccines will be required to enter and the masks are basically
on the honor system now.
If you do feel more comfortable wearing one, however, that
is absolutely your choice and I strongly recommend mask
lanyards. They may seem a little dorky at first, but they save
you from fumbling for a mask as your line shifts indoors, or the
dreaded “mask in a puddle” after it slips from your pocket. They
can also easily be removed for photos. Be sure to bring several

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

masks with you as they get sweaty, dirty or possibly lost. Keep in
mind that just about everywhere will be packed, especially Magic
Kingdom, and you will be spending a lot of time indoors for ride
waits or other attractions.
KEEP YOUR DISTANCE
One of the best changes in the works over several years and
is certainly here to stay is Disney’s move towards a no-contact
system. To reduce wait times for many things and limit guest and
cast member contact, Disney’s “My Disney Experience” app is
absolutely required for your trip nowadays. Guests can mobile
order food, check wait times for rides, navigate the park, make
reservations for dining and parks and, in some cases, shop right
in the shops from their phone with mobile checkout.
Disney has made a big push towards mobile food orders in
recent years, with many quick service dining spots now only
available for mobile orders. Guests can pre-schedule their food,
click “I’m Here” when they arrive, find a spot to sit and grab
their food in just a few minutes upon arrival. This greatly cuts
down on the lines to order indoors and gets everything moving
more efficiently. Plus, you can utilize your ride wait times by
pre-ordering meals for the fam and stay ahead of the hangry
meltdowns. Given the resurgence in visitors, sit down restaurants
will require a reservation to get in and can be made as early as
60 days in advance.
Magic Bands, the wristwatch-looking bands, are essentially the
keys to kingdom, especially if staying at an on-site resort. They
can be used to open your hotel door, pay for anything with just a
tap via your connected credit card and used to redeem the new
lightning lane system for rides. They are no longer free for resort
guests, but basic solid color bands start at $10 online when you
pre-order for your visit. They don’t need charging and as long as
it is connected to your account at purchase, you don’t need to do
anything else but wear it.
While masks can now be removed for photos during character
interactions, they are still done a little differently. All characters
now stay at least six feet away and can’t have physical contact
(that means no more high fives or running up to give them a hug).
Autograph books are also not being signed at this time.
GENIE+ AT YOUR SERVICE
By far the biggest difference this past year was the rollout of
the new Genie+ system in December 2021. Since then it has
also caused mass confusion as guests try to figure out exactly
what is going on between similarly named things like Genie,
Genie+, Lightning Lanes and Individual Lightning Lanes. Here’s
a breakdown:
Genie: This is the base of the new system and is free to
everyone. Using your previously mentioned Disney app, Genie
will ask what rides are at the top of your list, what shows are a
must-see and what other experiences are important to you. Then,
the Disney Genie Service will create a Tip Board with details
on wait times, height restrictions and other info. You are free to
follow this or not use it at all.
Genie+: This is a new paid service that essentially replaces the
previous FastPass service. Previously, every guest would receive
three FastPasses included in their tickets to use throughout the
day. Now, to bypass lines, the Genie+ service is required and
costs $15 per ticket, per day.
Our family found this to be absolutely crucial and wouldn’t
have been able to do much without it. Wait times can skyrocket
to 150 minutes or more for the parks’ most popular rides. Genie+

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

allows you to schedule as many Lightning Lanes (the new
FastPass) as you can fit in your day.
Lightning Lanes (LL): These are basically the new FastPasses,
and are how you skip long lines for rides. Using the Genie+
system you can book your first LL at 7 a.m. if you’re staying at
a Disney resort, or at 9 a.m. (or park opening time if different) if
you’re not. After that, you can hold up to two LLs at a time, and
they can be booked two hours after your previous one (or two
hours after park opening if you booked at 7 a.m.) or after you
have cleared one out by using it on a ride.
Individual Lightning Lanes (ILL): ILLs are the same as LLs, but
they are not included in the Genie+ system and require an extra
fee. They range from $7 to $12 per ticket, per ride and you can
purchase up to two per park. These are typically available for the
parks’ newest and most popular rides like Seven Dwarfs Mine
Train, Frozen Ever After and Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance.
Ride ILLs can change each day, and can be purchased
independently of Genie+ (meaning you can buy one or the other,
or both). I advise buying ILLs immediately in the morning via your
app as they can sell out quickly, then snagging your first LLs if
using both systems.
If all of this seems a bit overwhelming, don’t worry. There
are tons of other people in the same It’s a Small World boat as
you and they’re looking for answers, too! Join Facebook groups
about going to Disney well before your trip and scroll through
all the questions. I joined “Taking Tots to Disney,” and several
groups about navigating the Genie+ system that helped so much.
Disney’s website has a massive Frequently Asked Questions
page as well.
With so many visiting not only to make up for their lost trips
of 2020, but also to celebrate Disney World’s 50th anniversary
celebration, there will definitely be crowds. Gone are the slow
days of Disney, but there are plenty of ways to make the most
of your time. Do your research ahead of time and you’ll be well
prepared.
If you choose to stay at a Disney resort, look into the perks
and utilize them! All hotels offer transportation within the resort.
By using a bus to get to Magic Kingdom, we bypassed hours of
waiting to drive in, park, ride a tram to the monorail or ferry then
ticket center, and went straight to the front gate. Resort guests
pay $15 per day for parking at the hotel, but get free parking at
the theme parks if taking their own vehicle.
By planning ahead, and using all the services Disney has to
offer, we had a truly magical time celebrating!
*All information is accurate at time of printing but is subject to
change without notice.

Disney World
DisneyWorld.Disney.Go.Com
(407) 939-5277

Kelsey Walters is the publisher
and one of the co-owners
of East Coast Current, a
professional photojournalist with
a BS in Photography from the
University of Central Florida.
Her work focuses on travel and
documentary photography.
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Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!
330 Canal Street
New Smyrna Beach
386.427.7674
Monday - Saturday
10 AM - 5 PM

@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com
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Stylist • Blog • Photo: Danielle Napolitano IG: @DreamWasteland // Model: Keria IG:@MissScotland

Calling all those 80s/90s big and juicy gold curb chains, because they’re back! Funny how often this trend pops up. Just recently we were all about the delicate, stackable thin chains. But,
things got bigger and bolder than ever. Designers are getting creative with the 90s-centric chain link necklace. Layered around the neck is fire, and it’s dripping on shoes, clothing, belts,
bags and earrings this season.

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

GET THE LOOK

Let’s Link Up

Layered Curb chain link necklace @Bloomingdales / Sweatshirt @LouisVuitton

FASHION

Danielle Napolitano is
a designer and owner
of Rockerbands, a 70s
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini
and accessory line. Along with
building her brand, Danielle
is also a stylist at Jon Ric
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna
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Gain exposure for your business in our Local Listing guide.
Contact Carol: 407.484.32.07
ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

20 East Coast Current • March 2022 • ECCurrent.com

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

ECCurrent.com • March 2022 • East Coast Current 21

Volusia County Current Events Find More @ www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice

1-31

ALL MONTH LONG
MAR 1 - 31

- SUN
4-13 FRI
MAR 4 - 13

March Special @ The Med Spa

Bike Week

Start your skin transformation with
DiamondGlow! Get $20 off this next-level
skin resurfacing treatment by visiting The
Med Spa on Facebook for discount link.

Join the city for a 10-day event
filled with street festivals, concerts,
motorcycle races, bike shows, rallies,
manufacturer showcases and more!

5-6 SAT - SUN

MAR 5 - 6

5

1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM

MAR 5 / APR 2

Dino and Dragon Stroll

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk

Walk through and get up close
to life-like and life-size dinosaurs
and dragons! $17.99/person
@DragonAndDinoStroll.com.

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk
features solo/group exhibitions,
artist talks.

5

1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
MAR 5 / APR 2
Sip and Stroll

Sample craft beers and
unique wines as you stroll!
$25 includes 12 tastings and
souvenir glass.

*While
supplies last

The Med Spa, NSB

Daytona Beach/Volusia County

Ocean Center, Daytona Beach

12-13 SAT - SUN

12

Canal Street, NSB

SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
MAR 12

12

Boho Collective Co. Grand Opening

Pet-a-Palooza

Mac and Cheese Challenge

Restaurants and bars around Flagler
Avenue will be hosting various
traditional and non-traditional music
acts.

A weekend long celebration of Flagler
Ave’s newest boutique featuring live
music, wine tasting and fashion show.
Event info pg. 16 / Feature on pg. 28

Bring your pet for a fun day - plenty
of fun pet related contests, games
and lots of pet resources and
vendors on hand!

Flagler Avenue, NSB

382 1/2 Flagler Ave, NSB

Rotary Park, Edgewater

11-17 FRI - THUR

MAR 11 - 17

Shamrock N Roll Music Fest

17

THU @ 5 - 9 PM
MAR 17/APR 21

Canal Street Nights
Expanded streetside dining,
vendors, special hours for
businesses, kid’s zone, and
specialty food vendors.

Canal Street, NSB

26

SAT @ 10 AM - 4 PM

MAR 26

MAR 12 - 13

17

Canal Street, NSB

17-20 THU - SUN

MAR 17 - 20

St. Paddy’s Day Block Party

Daytona Jazz Weekend

This family-friendly event
includes live music and Irish
dancer performances, food and
drink and more!

Featuring 11 of the biggest
stars in smooth jazz during
three amazing evenings. Tix @
FloridaSmoothJazz.com

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

The DAYTONA Hotel

26

SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
MAR 26
Wine Walk

Spring Fling
Celebrate spring with a fun-filled day with
local businesses and vendors taking it to
the streets in beautiful historic downtown
NSB.

THUR @ 5 - 10 PM
MAR 17

Explore over 100 interesting
wines inside host locations
and walk the avenue. Tasting
passports are $30.

Flagler Avenue, NSB
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- SUN
26-27 SAT
MAR 26 - 27
Outdoor Arts Festival
See talented artists and shop
for one-of-a-kind treasures
with a juried fine arts show.

Earl Brown Park, DeLand

SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
MAR 12

Tasters can vote for their favorite
mac and cheese creations from
area restaurants and groups. $15
tasting passports.

Canal Street, NSB

12

Canal Street Cruise
Downtown NSB becomes home
to street rods and antique cars
with food, fun and music. FREE
admission.

Canal Street, NSB

Flagler Avenue, NSB

19

SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
MAR 19

Ponce Preserves the Planet
Celebrate Earth Day with free
activities for the whole family.
Family fun, food, arts and
crafts, free parking.

Ponce Inlet Preserve
- SUN
26-27 SAT
MAR 26 - 27
Holly Hill Arts Festival
This boutique festival features 80
juried fine artists and crafters. Enjoy
music and food trucks.

Holly Hill City Hall

SAT @ 4 - 7 PM
MAR 12 / APR 9

R
E
M
O
V
A
B
L
E

19

SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
MAR 19

Wine and Cheese Walk
Enjoy strolling the Riverfront Shops
as participating merchants serve
wine that is paired with samples of
quality cheese. $25 per person

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

29

TUE @ 7 PM
MAR 29
Canadian Brass

The “World’s Most Famous Brass
Group” live in concert! Find tickets
at FlaglerAuditorium.org.
(386) 437-7547

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
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Community
Food & Drink
KEY:
SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
@ 4 - 7 PM
5 1st
6 SUN
10
MAR 5 / APR 2
MAR 6
Ormond Art Walk
Celebrate culture with 6 gallery
stops featuring over 100 artists.
Most of the artwork is handcrafted
by local fine artists.

Ormond Mainstreet - Granada

12

SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
MAR 12

Music

Taste of Volusia

Celebrate Ormond’s bustling dining
scene with small plates from more
than two dozen local restaurants
and food and drink purveyors. $75

Meet local farmers and ranchers and
enjoy the foods and products they
produce in a fun environment. $35
each - (386) 734-1612 or EventBrite

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

Volusia County Fairgrounds

SUN @ 11 AM - 4 PM

MAR 13

16

Flagler Ave Market Days

Shamrocks & Shenanigans

A special anniversary celebration
featuring reception and guest speakers as
the Marine Discovery Center marks their
25th year! FREE, RSVP required.

Shop living window displays, watch live
Pop Up Sidewalk Fashion Shows, see
artisans in action in their studios, and find
in-store specials along the Avenue.

FREE admission to dueling
piano concert plus beer garden
and corned beef cookoff!

- SUN
25-27 FRI
MAR 25 - 27
Spring Turkey Run
Three days of classic cars and family
friendly fun at the iconic racetrack!

Daytona International Speedway

1

FRI @ 8 PM
APR 1

Flagler Avenue, NSB

25-27 FRI - SUN

MAR 25 - 27

Earl Park, DeLand

26

SAT @ 9 AM - 3 PM
MAR 26

Spring Brew and Food Fest

Wildflower and Garden Festival

Craft beer and food tastings,
carnival, live entertainment and
kids’ zone! FREE admission

A lively spring festival that’s
all abuzz with wildflower and
gardening-themed products, plants,
and arts and crafts.

Port Orange City Center

Downtown DeLand

2 - 3 SAT - SUN
APR 2 - 3

Recurring Events
Multiple Days

WED @ 5 - 8 PM
MAR 16

MDC Cheers to 25 Years

Marine Discovery Center, NSB

Sports/Races/
Activities

THU @ 6 - 9 PM
MAR 10

Taste of Ormond

13

Arts/

Performances

14

PRESENTS

ONE DAYTONA
A R T FESTIVAL
APRIL 2 & 3

10AM-5PM

SAVE THE DATE
MAY 14

Movies on the Halifax

ONE DAYTONA Art Festival

Roaring 20s Gala

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and
enjoy a FREE screening of popular
movies. April movie Peter Rabbit 2

Fine art festival featuring juried
fine artists and non-juried fine craft
artisans, plus live entertainment and
activities.

Celebrating their 90th Anniversary,
the SEV Chamber of Commerce is
pleased to announce that they have
scheduled their Roaring 20s Gala!

ARTIST BOOTHS, VENDORS,
CHALK ART COMPETITION,
KIDS ART PROJECT & MORE!
www.onedaytona.com/artfestival2022

The Casements, Ormond

ONE DAYTONA

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Details to be announced
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, Chick-Fil-A
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INSIDE LOOK: Boho Collective Co.
BohoCollectiveCo.com | facebook.com/bohocollectiveconsb | Instagram: @bohocollectiveconsb
Come immerse yourself in bold patterns, vibrant colors, chic clothing and everything in between, for an authentic bohemian
lifestyle. The boutique is located inside the Shops at the Colony Courtyard on historic Flagler Avenue in New Smyrna Beach.

Photos by: Kelsey Walters

Sharing the stories of inspirational locals and dedicated business
owners is probably my favorite thing about being the editor of the
ECC magazine.
Along the way, I have had the opportunity to create strong
relationships with so many wonderful people and I genuinely feel
honored to share their stories with you all. Well, this month is no
different. Here is the scoop on Randie Jayne Bloomhall’s newly
opened boutique, and the creative journey that led her to opening
the absolutely fabulous Boho Collective Company.
Located along historic Flagler Avenue, inside the Shops at the
Colony, there is a quaint courtyard that is lined with businesses
including Shades of NSB - a specialty sunglass store, Fusion 420

who specializes in an assortment of CBD products and now, as of
March 2022, Boho Collective Co. boutique. It is tucked in the back
corner, but is easy to spot as the 6-foot mannequin out front has
been painted gold and covered in gold glitter, which you will soon
find out is Randie’s signature look inside.
When you step through the door, it’s like stepping into another
world. The room is bursting with colors, textures, fragrances and an
all around positive vibe that you can actually feel. The shop is an
extension of Randie’s personal lifestyle and she has created a space
so inviting and fun to be in. It’s like shopping with that one friend who
knows exactly how to pick out the right outfit. Let’s face it, there is
nothing worse than a bad shopping day. Randie can dress anyone,
any age.
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Boho fashion, or boho chic combines vibrant colors with bold
patterns with a completely funky-fresh feeling. The flowy kimonos,
dresses and tops, combined with the details in the jewelry, hats
and handbags actually make you feel like you are wearing a piece
of artwork. Her boutique has so many styles, perfect for the ever
changing Florida weather. It’s all about the layers!
Even though it’s only around 600 square feet you could get lost in
it for hours and not even realize it. I can tell you that from personal
experience. There are rows of gorgeous clothing all arranged with
accessories she has specifically selected to pair perfectly together.
Although, in true boho style, she encourages creative freedom in
fashion and everything in life.

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

Q: WHERE ARE YOU ORIGINALLY FROM?

FEATURE

A: “I am originally from Iowa, but made beautiful New Smyrna
Beach my home five years ago.”
Q: IS THIS YOUR FIRST BOUTIQUE?
A: “Before relocating here, I took part in opening and growing
a business where I created and executed a successful fashion
boutique. Prior to that, the majority of my life I have been in the
fashion retail industry and it is absolutely what I am the most
passionate about and what my calling is for this life.”
Q: WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE SETS YOU APART?
A: “I believe the uniqueness of my space will bring the love of all
kinds to experience it! Not only do we offer women’s clothing, but as
it suggests in the name - it is a ‘collective’ of all things I personally
love. From self help books/journals, metaphysical items, fashion
accessories, smaller home goods, to candles, incense and sage. I
would love to meet all of you, so please stop in and say, ‘Hey!’ You
won’t be disappointed, because if anything you’ll at least make a
new friend (me)! Until then…”
Be authentically YOU!

Follow us on social media!

Boho Collective Co.
382 ½ Flagler Avenue
New Smyrna Beach 32169
The Shops at the Colony Courtyard
(386) 957-3125
BohoCollectiveCo.com
facebook.com/bohocollectiveconsb
@bohocollectiveconsb
YouTube/BohoCollectiveCo
@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Tiffany Evers is the editor and
co-owner of East Coast Current
magazine. In 2014 she was recognized
by Editor & Publisher Magazine as
one of the “25 Under 35” innovators
in the newspaper industry. She
served on the Board of Directors for
the Southeast Volusia Chamber of
Commerce from 2016-2019.
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Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or
indoors in an intimate setting.
Enjoy Local Live Music While You Dine
Tuesday - Sunday

BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS

Tuesday - Thursday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm
Friday - Saturday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm
Sunday Hours:
Brunch 11am-3pm • Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm
Closed Monday
Follow Us On Social Media
For Events & Specials
386.427.2903 • RiverparkTerrace.com • 302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168
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#ECCToldMe

NEWS

EDGEfest Pet-A-Palooza: Do you love animals? The city of Edgewater sure does – big ones, little ones, furry ones – they love them all! They have partnered with the
Edgewater Animal Shelter and will celebrate animals of all kinds at the annual EDGEfest Pet-A-Palooza on Saturday, March 12, 2022 at Rotary Park (902 West Park Avenue) from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be plenty of fun pet related contests, games and lots of pet resources and vendors on hand. You may even find a forever friend at one of the many
rescue organizations who will be represented. There will be food, music and probably a good deal of barking! Mark your calendar and bring your four-legged friends (on a leash,
of course). EDGEfest is a year-round series of events held monthly in the city of Edgewater. Each event includes a variety of activities designed to provide something for every
member of the family. The EDGEfest event series is funded solely by sponsorships and donations. It is a fun, economical opportunity for businesses to showcase all they have to
offer. If your business, civic group, club or rescue organization is interested in getting involved as a vendor or for more information, please call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email
SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org. CityOfEdgewater.org
Building Epic Sandcastles Over Spring Break: Beach time with family is a given over holiday breaks. Try spending your next beach day with a single goal in mind…
Building an epic sandcastle! Here are a few tricks of the trade to improve your building success: 1. Bring tools including buckets and flat household carving items like spatulas,
spoons or rulers; 2. Build a strong base by mounding dry sand into a volcano shape with a two- or three-inch deep rim. Fill the volcano with water and use hands and feet to
compact the base into a strong foothold as gravity pulls the water down; 3. Mold with sticky sand by allowing excess water to drain off waterlogged sand before free-form
building or compacting sand into buckets for towers; 4. Join structures with castle cement in one-inch layers. Combine equal parts water and sand until a thick soupy consistency
is achieved. Apply cement to desired areas, shaping and compacting as you work to strengthen base shapes or mold bridges; 5. Carve from top to bottom using tools to cut in
details once structures are built and shaping is complete; 6. Fill in holes you dug before leaving the beach so that nesting sea turtles and their babies don’t get trapped; 7. Don’t
get too attached because your sand castle reign usually ends when the sun sets. If the tide doesn’t claim your castle, tiny tower-stomping humans like the one pictured will! Find
more fun staycation intel online. Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
Keep Volusia Beautiful: Anti-Littering Initiatives: Situated along the coast, our area is blessed with a wealth of natural beauty.That’s why Volusia County encourages everyone
to do their part to help Keep Volusia Beautiful! Your contribution can be big or small, from organizing a beach cleanup to adopting a road to picking up litter on your daily walk, every
litter bit counts. And with a range of programs and services, there are plenty of opportunities to make an impact. Keep reading to find out how you can get involved! Adopt a beach:
With support and supplies, adopters clean their mile at least four times a year; Adopt a road: With the amount of trash littered on the roadside every day, individual involvement is
becoming increasingly important; Adopt a trail: By adopting a trail, volunteers will assist with maintaining and enhancing the trail system, accessibility for all trail users, and monitoring
exotic invasive plant species; Adopt a park: Adopters can help to beautify the county’s parks and trails and keep them litter-free. Individuals over the age of 18 may volunteer to adopt a
park or trail in their community; Beach cleanups:Volusia County encourages groups and individuals to conduct one-time cleanups at any location of their choice; Clean Swell App: You
can join a global movement to keep beaches, waterways and the ocean trash-free; Fill-a-Bag Stations: The stations provide upcycled buckets for beachgoers to collect trash and debris
during their visit; Jetty Ambassador: Ambassadors serve in a support function alongside organizations during underwater cleanups. Find details on how to take part in all these programs
and many more at: Volusia.org

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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TASTE

Easy Homemade Cannoli

This homemade cannoli recipe is so easy to make, and the end results taste just as satisfying as one bought from an Italian bakery! The aromatic, crispy fried shells stuffed with
creamy, sweetened ricotta cannoli filling will make even the most ordinary day special.
Prep Time: 1 hour 30 minutes • Cook Time: 20 minutes • Servings: 12

Preparation:

Ingredients:
CANNOLI SHELLS
•

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

•

2 tablespoons granulated sugar

•

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon ground

•

Pinch kosher salt

•

3 tablespoons butter cold and cubed

•

1 large egg

•

3 tablespoons Marsala wine cold (can sub
white grape juice)

•

1 egg white

•

cooking oil of choice for frying

CANNOLI FILLING
•

3/4 cup ricotta cheese drained

•

1/4 cup powdered sugar plus more for
dusting

•

1 teaspoon orange zest

•

1/3 cup mini chocolate chips

•

Garnishes such as chocolate chips sliced
almonds, chopped pistachios

Cannoli Shells
•
Combine the flour, sugar, cinnamon, and salt together in a food processor. Add the butter and pulse until it resembles small pebbles.
•
Add the egg and cold wine and pulse until the dough just barely begins to hold together. Transfer the dough to a floured surface and knead until smooth, 3-4
minutes.
•
Wrap in plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least 1 hour.
•
Lightly coat the dough with flour and roll it through a pasta machine set to the thickest setting. If you don’t have a pasta machine, use a rolling pin to roll the
dough out as thin as possible on a lightly floured surface, to 1/8-inch thick.
•
Use a 4-inch, round cookie cutter to cut circles from the dough. Take one circle at a time and pull it into a 5-inch oval. Repeat with the excess dough,
kneading it back together and cutting it until you have 12 ovals.
•
Place the egg white in a small bowl and set aside. In a wide pot with a heavy bottom, heat vegetable oil of your choice to between 350 and 380 degrees F.
Line a large plate with paper towels.
•
Wrap one oval of dough loosely lengthwise around a cannoli form or 1-inch-diameter wooden dowel. Brush one end of the dough with egg white, then pull the
dry end over the top and press down to seal. Repeat with three more dough ovals.
•
Using tongs, carefully lower the dough into the oil and fry until golden-brown, turning them as they fry, 2-3 minutes. Remove the shells with the tongs and
transfer them to the paper towel-lined plate to cool.
•
When the shells are cool enough to touch, remove the molds and repeat with the remaining dough in batches until all shells have been fried.
•
Dip ends of cooled shells in melted chocolate if desired, and cool until dry. Fried shells can be stored in an airtight container for a few weeks.
Cannoli Filling
•
The day before making the cannoli, drain the ricotta cheese overnight (24 hours for best results) in a nut milk bag or cheesecloth suspended over a bowl.
•
Place the drained ricotta and powdered sugar in a large clean mixing bowl. Fold together gently with a rubber spatula until well combined. Add the zest and
chips and fold until evenly distributed.
•
When ready to fill and serve the pastry, place the cream in a disposable pastry bag or zipper bag and cut a 1/2-inch diameter piece off the end/corner. Insert
the tip into one end of a shell and pipe the cream in, filling it halfway, then pipe the rest in the other end. Repeat with the remaining shells.
•
Dip the pastry shell in chocolate chips, crushed pistachios, and sliced almonds if desired, and dust the finished cannoli with powdered sugar before serving.
Notes
The cannoli filling can be refrigerated up to one day in an airtight container.
Nutrition
Calories: 142kcal | Carbohydrates: 19g | Protein: 3g | Fat: 4g | Saturated Fat: 2g | Cholesterol: 24mg | Sodium: 54mg | Potassium: 29mg | Sugar: 6g | Vitamin A:
120IU | Vitamin C: 0.2mg | Calcium: 36mg | Iron: 0.8mg

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork &
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com
32 East Coast Current • March 2022 • ECCurrent.com

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

Quick Crossword
Quick Crossword
Puzzle - 10Puzzle
� � � - 10 � � �
TryQuick
and solve
our Quick
Crossword
Puzzle in 10 minutes!
Try and solve our
Crossword
Puzzle
in 10 minutes!
UNWIND

CONVO

Crossword
Puzzle
Quick Quick
Crossword
Puzzle - 10
���

Try and solve our Quick Crossword Puzzle in 10 minutes!

Growing our Community Together
I’m sure by now all of you know that I love
great news and positive change. For a year and
a few months now, I’ve poured my heart out on
the pages of the ECC to inspire you to get rid of
“stinkin’ thinkin’” and come over to the side of
the “power of yet.”

Puzzle compiled by

The ultimate change to a growth mindset.
Knowing and understanding that intelligence and
talent are a small part and just the starting point
for your future and a lifetime of accomplishing
great things. Our future growth requires
dedication
and hard
work.
PuzzleMorèl
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by Bianca
Morèl
Bianca

Puzzle compiled by Bianca Morèl
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My entire life I’ve lived a life of service and I
17 Hawks
17 Hawks
love the joy it brings, helping others even when

The Puzzle store has a massive variety of different puzzles and word games
Visit our website to download more puzzles. WWW.SUDO-X-WORD.COM

most of the time I need help also. It’s something
that I can’t explain that the universe gives
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Mother Nature is our greatest resource.
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If we don’t take care of her we will not have
a place to live. So I started a journey trying to
figure out how I could help save this place we
call home and how can I influence or inspire
others to help me?
The Youth Garden was born and with this
concept I was exposed to so many beautiful
environmentalists. I quickly learned that I
needed to learn more about a variety of different
things that all worked together like a human
beehive.
I decided to become a Master Gardener with
UF/IFAS (University of Florida/Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences). In this class, I was
amazed by all the things I didn’t know and how I
could use what I’ve learned to help others in the
community to become better environmentalists
and advocates to keep our natural habitat a
healthy place.
Some of the fun things I learned helped me
have a greater appreciation for the world around
us. I can’t wait to share information like Florida
Friendly landscapes, fertilizer dos and don’ts,
plant this-not that, growing healthy fruit trees,
how to identify invasive species of plants and
wildlife, carefree landscapes, how to incorporate
kids into having fun at the garden and creating a
wonderful habitat for pollinators.
Thank you everyone for all of your kind
words, letting me know that you enjoyed my
thoughts on paper. I’m extremely excited about
my growth mindset and being able to share what
I know in this wonderful magazine.
Shy Morris is a native to NSB for
four generations, and a lover of all
things positive. Her art has carried
her around the world and her award
winning STEAAM curriculum has
inspired and empowered 1000s of
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves
everything community and loves
to see kids thriving with high self
esteem, great values and ready to be
productive citizens.
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UNWIND
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UNWIND

Art Therapy

FEATURE

Adventures of a Modern Pirate
Standing on paradise as a 15-year-old
trying to contemplate how such a beautiful
place could be overtaken by the cruise
ship industry and eventually polluted was
a dreadful mental burden for my young
and naive mind. It was too hard to even
comprehend as the beauty I stared at
seemed unreal and almost storybook.

Little San Salvador Island was a tropical
bliss most can only dream about, and
having cruise ships swarming the island was
disheartening. Eventually, my mind’s eye
let go of the future dystopia as it faded, and
my world reappeared, where everything was
perfect.
As this was my second summer in
the Caribbean, I had seen many tropical
spots that had stolen my breath and had
permanently cemented HGTV images in the
mental Rolodex within my brain for me to look
back on for decades to come, but this island
swept me off my feet. It was as if chocolate
had met peanut butter for the first time - a
perfect combination.
Our camp was nestled within a large
crescent-shaped cove that seemed to go
on forever. It would eventually become
Half-Moon Cay in the future dystopia I was
dreading. It was a sliver of utter quietness
and calmness that made me think I could
hear the wildlife around me thinking, and the
beauty was such that it made me feel as if I
were the only human on the planet. My mind
had no thoughts of home, family, or even
going back to school. No thoughts of getting
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an education and earning a living, but rather,
becoming the ultimate beach bum. It was
tempting.
Having no one around made the entire
experience even more surreal as my uncle
and I prepared a fire and went fishing on the
picturesque beach. We caught the typical
fish, but when my uncle pulled in a sizable
dusky grouper, all of our fish suddenly
became catch and release. The grouper was
large enough to feed us both and fill our
starving bellies.
The rituals were done by my uncle as he
masterfully filleted the fish, and together, we
cooked it over our fire. The meat was silky
smooth and melted in my mouth before I
could manage a real bite. There was nothing
left but a few skeletal remains, and we
cleaned up the utensils, added some wood to
the fire, and then relaxed under the comfort
of the palm trees, staring out at the deep
blue ocean before our eyes.
Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions…
*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales
from the past that continues each month for going
on six years now.
Joshua MacLeod is a NSB
local and a Florida native. He
is the author of Savage Tango
and Chasing Latitudes. He
lives with his dogs, Durango,
Higgins and Oscar.
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Ponce Inlet March Tide Chart
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SPOTTED AROUND TOWN - VOLUSIA COUNTY

On Feb. 25. the Daytona Beach community, family and friends came together to
recognize local Black pioneers during a ceremony on International Speedway Blvd.
Through a partnership with the Midtown Community Development Corporation, the
16 leaders are being highlighted on street banners displayed on International Speedway
Boulevard between Nova Road and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.
Photo: City of Daytona Beach Government

The Edgewater Animal Shelter is holding their
Wellness Clinic on March 19 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
The clinic will feature vaccinations, microchips for
$25, flea and heartworm medicine and nail trims.
Call (386) 402-7476 to schedule an appointment.
The shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree Drive.

Thunderbird was found stranded in NSB on December 19, 2021
and brought to the Marine Science Center. An old boat wound
was discovered that was covered in barnacles. Thunderbird
received radiographs, bloodwork and an ultrasound and was
prescribed antibiotics, fluids and supplements. He was released
on February 17, 2022. Photo: Friends of the Marine Science Ctr.

The Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the grand opening of the newest
location for Wright and Casey Attorneys and Real Estate Closings at 1602 S. Ridgewood Ave. in Edgewater on January 20, 2022.

The NSB Police Department partnered with the
Southeast Volusia Humane Society for a communityengagement program, K9 for-a-Day. Officers will
regularly pick up shelter dogs and take them for a ridealong throughout NSB. Feb. 17 was Alex’s turn to ride
along. Alex is available for adoption and is a tan mixed
breed, five years old, and is good with other animals.

The city of Port Orange held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the new playground at Airport Road
Park on February 21.Volusia ECHO provided a $200,000 grant to help purchase the playground
replacement equipment for all ages to enjoy from slides, to climbing, to swings and ziplines and ADA
compliant pieces. Photo: City of Port Orange
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In November of 2017, Doug Henry donated the land
at 2129 Umbrella Tree Drive to the city of Edgewater
with the expressed intent for the city to build a park
in honor of his family. The Henry Family Sensory Park
was designed as a miniature City with a city hall, police
and fire departments, library and post office. The ribbon
cutting ceremony was held on February 25, 2022.

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO!

Eric and Alena JeanMaire entertain friends in style aboard a floating
tiki bar boat out of Daytona Beach called Cruisin’ Tikis. During
the 90-minute pleasure cruise, the JeanMaires queued up their
favorite playlist and enjoyed the warm turn in weather. Guests
filled an on-board ice chest with their favorite beverages to share
while Cruisin’ Tiki Captain, Maggie, charted their path. Find more
information about Cruisin’ Tikis on Discovery Map at
Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB.

It was a magical night at the EDGEfest Princess-Prince Ball at the Southeast Volusia
Family YMCA on February 12, 2022. Fun was had, memories were made and money was
raised for the Local School Scholarship Fund which helps Edgewater students reach
their educational dreams after graduation.

The Southeast Volusia Economic Development
Summit was held at the Brannon Center in NSB
on February 24, 2022. The region’s cities come
together at the summit to discuss common goals
of Economic Development for the Southeast
Volusia Region. Pictured left to right: Samantha
Bergeron, Scott Steger, Bob Williams, Danny
Robbins.

The Town of Ponce Inlet was honored to acknowledge Jesse Linzy, a legendary man who impacted the community, on Feb. 22. The town’s boat ramp is
officially named the “Jesse Linzy Boat Ramp.” A plaque at the boat ramp across from Kay & Ayres Davies Lighthouse Park, unveiled in the dedication
ceremony by the Ponce Inlet Town Council, accompanies the naming in honor of his life and service for future generations to know.
Photo: Becky Hugler

Spring is in the air and the wildlife are
loving it! Local wildlife photographer, Shelley
Lynch, captured this playful dolphin in NSB.
Find more of Shelley’s impressive work at
ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.
@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Avery Walters, daughter of ECC co-owner Kelsey Walters and Scott Walters,
celebrated her 4th birthday with her family and neighbors on February 27,
2022. Follow Avery’s adventures all over FL with her parents in Kelsey’s travel
column each month. Happy birthday, Avery!

The Krewe of Amalee DeLand Mardi Gras Dog Parade
& Festival was held in downtown DeLand on February
26. The parade featured costumed dogs and their
owners in celebration of Mardi Gras.
Photo: City of DeLand
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Fishing Guide

POWERED BY:
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All Text & Photos Provided by

Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
February brought in some very strange weather patterns, both cold and hot and the bite was
nonstop throughout the entire month. Rain, cold winds, warms winds... it didn’t matter, as the
fish were aggressive and hungry.
Midway through February produced a really good trout fishing day with my good buddy,
Rusty Roberts (pictured bottom right). We were wading in two to three feet of water and utilizing
live mullet on the free line. These trout were visible just 10 yards in front of us and kept pinging
back and forth. We sight casted a few beauties and then the tide went low and they flushed out.
I really like a high to outgoing tide for these big trout in a spot that you know they will be there!
My other buddy, Dave McKinnon, was on the redfish bite recently and scored this beauty
(pictured below) in the backwaters of Bethune Beach. He was using live mullet on the free line.
Last but not least, the lovely Sunnyie Rountree (@SunnySellsSunshine, pictured top right) of
Ormond Beach hooked this beautiful backwater redfish at the end of February in my backwaters
area very close to my home utilizing live shrimp. Sunnyie is an excellent lady angler, personal
trainer and local Realtor that loves the outdoors and being healthy!
As March starts up, look for lighter winds and more tight lines. Remember to be patient and
trust your choice of bait and tides.

Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN MARCH: 1 - 5, 9 - 11, 16 - 19, 23 - 24, 29 - 31
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giving back
to our community!
to our community!
FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!
Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

