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The front and back cover of this issue is a collage of all 82 covers we have published in 
our seven years of business! We are so thankful for the support we have received from 
our community and are honored to work with so many talented writers, photographers, 
businesses and locals. Here’s to seven more years! 

Shop online at www.screaminsunshine.com or visit the lobby at
Pools By Bradley 151 Wildwood Dr • New Smyrna Beach  (Mon-Fri • 8-4pm) 

shop Shirts, Hats, sticKerS
 & much More!

@screaminsunshine @screamin_sun screaminsunshinefollow uS on social Media!
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Ask A Local 
Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook 
Fans. Be sure to “Like” our page to participate next month.
@eccmedia

With cooler weather moving in for the season, it’s the perfect time of year to 
warm up with a hot bowl of soup. Nothing is cozier than a steaming crock of 
French onion soup! These top five places were voted by the locals for their 
delicious renditions of the classic dish.

 BEST PLACE TO FIND 
FRENCH ONION SOUP IN TOWN

MCKENNA’S PLACE
1443 S Dixie Fwy, NSB / 3781 S Nova Rd, Port Orange

(386) 409-3355

McKennasPlace.com

FB: @McKennasPlace // Insta: @McKennasPlaceNSB

Sun - Thu: 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Fri - Sat: 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

THE SPOTT NSB
424 Canal St, New Smyrna Beach 32168

(386) 400-9696

TheSpottNSB.com

FB: @TheSpottRestaurant // Insta: @TheSpottNSBB

Tue - Sun: 11 a.m. - 2 a.m. 

Closed Mon

HOULIGAN’S
1396 Dunlawton Ave, Port Orange 32127 (Ormond, Daytona locations also)

(386) 322-3330 //  WallyWings.com

FB: @HouligansPO  // Insta: @HouligansPO

Mon - Thu: 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Fri - Sat: 11:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.; Sun: 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

NORWOOD’S RESTAURANT & TREEHOUSE BAR
400 E 2nd Ave, New Smyrna Beach 32169

(386) 428-4621 //  Norwoods.com

FB: @NorwoodsRestaurant  // Insta: @Norwoods_Treehouse

Mon - Sun: 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

FLETCHER’S IRISH PUB
393 W Granada Blvd, Ormond Beach 32174

(386) 677-2700 // FletchersIrishPub.com

FB: @FletchersIrishPub // Insta: @FletchersIrishPub

Mon - Sun: 11 a.m. - 2 a.m.

4th

5th

1st

2nd

3rd



ECCurrent.com • February 2022 • East Coast Current   7 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

In October of 2021, I was enjoying 
a cocktail at a local watering hole, 
when I was approached by an older 
man asking about the magazine. 
I recognized him as a frequent 
patron, but I didn’t know his name 
or anything about him. He struck up 
a conversation about how much he 
enjoyed writing and asked if I would 
consider publishing him. 

He seemed to know a lot about 
the mag, meaning he actually 
read it, and expressed the idea of 
wanting his own column. His name 
was Rodney, he was loud, a little 
over-the-top, but funny enough to 
intrigue me. I sarcastically played 
along and said, “Ok, if you had your 
own column what would you write 
about?” I remember he paused for a 
minute, got very serious and with a 
straight face said, “Everything that 
bothers me.” I laughed and quickly 
said, “Sorry we are a positive paper, 
not interested.” 

He went on to explain more of his 
vision. One that locals could relate 
to. One that was more like venting, 
than being negative about the things 
that really irk people who live here, 
like love bugs, lifted truck events and 
people visiting who decide to pick 
drunken fights at bars. Now, he had 
my attention. 

I thought about it for a second and 
said, “So, you would be like a local 
curmudgeon?” His eyes lit up and 
his laughter filled the room. He said, 
“YES, absolutely!”

With potential writers, 90 percent 
of the time this is exactly how the 
conversation would continue. Me 
saying, “My contact info is on page 
five. Send me three writing samples, 
I would be happy to take a look and 
then I will be in touch.” They would 
respond excitedly, “OK!” and then 
nothing will ever come of it. This one 
was different. 

Fast forward two weeks from our 
introduction and I received an email 
titled, The Local Curmudgeon, with 
two attached articles. I couldn’t 
believe he actually followed through 
with submitting and I opened it right 
away. Within minutes of receiving 
the email I sent him this in response: 
“Hey Rodney, I received your article 
and I am delightfully impressed. 
It is well written, relatable and 
entertaining. Let’s do it!” 

I never confirmed the article would 
run in the next issue and thought 
I could surprise him and let him 
stumble upon it on his own. 

I ran into him two weeks later at 
the same watering hole where we 
met. He was sitting alone and had 
a small journal he was writing in. I 
walked up and said, “So, what did 
you think of the picture I picked out 
to go along with your article?” He 
looked at me confused and said, “You 
actually published me?” I grabbed 
an issue, flipped to the page and 
dropped it on the bar in front of him. 
He jumped up in excitement, cashed 
out, grabbed five more copies and 
headed home to proudly show his 
wife. 

The first installment of The Local 
Curmudgeon ran in the November 
2021 issue titled, “Of Lovebugs and 
Pickup Trucks,” and the second ran 
in the December 2021 issue titled, 
“Young Ruffians.” We decided to give 
the column a little mystery and not 
include a headshot and bio, that is 
why you are now seeing his name for 
the first time. 

We had one other conversation in 
person about how thankful he was 
to be published and how he had 
hundreds of ideas for future articles, 
all of which I loved. I could have 
never predicted it would be the last 
time I would ever speak to him. 

Sadly, Rodney recently passed 
away in his sleep. It is not my place 
to release any other details, however 
I did feel it was important to share 
my story of how we met and to share 
with the readers who he was. He 
was proud to be published in this 
magazine and I am thankful I had the 
opportunity to creatively work with 
him, even if it was for only a short 
time. 

He had already submitted two 
other articles. One is following 
this letter and the other will run in 
the final installment of the Local 
Curmudgeon, which will appear in the 
March 2022 issue. 

Thank you, Rodney, for making 
us laugh with your hilarious stories. 
Rest in peace. 

Tiffany Evers

Letter from the Editor

Lunch time and a slow Monday in paradise. A 
few tourists slouched past the open doors heading 
to the beach. The noontime sun was a flat white 
and seemed to look as lazy as I felt. I was wrestling 
with an oversized sandwich while seated at the bar. 
The sandwich, a BLT, was winning. Fortunately, the 
place was empty except for the bartender who was 
glued to some show, playing on multiple screens on 
the opposite wall. Nobody could see the mess I was 
making.

I was mopping mayonnaise out of my nostrils and 
sweeping shards of bacon off the bar top when the 
lady walked in with a tiny dog wrapped in her arms. 
She was mostly a dark silhouette with the bleached-
out sidewalk and Flagler Avenue behind her. I looked 
to the floor beneath my barstool checking for debris. 
A grenade full of lettuce had detonated beneath my 
sandals.

The lady plopped the little animal onto the counter 
and said to nobody in particular, “It’s okay… she’s a 
support dog.”

The bartender, a good guy, I’ve known him for 
years, turned from the TV and gave the tiny creature 
on the bar a very pained smile. Meanwhile, the same 
little creature, just three barstools down from me, was 
snuffling towards the red basket that held the remains 
of my completely unrecognizable BLT.

I was prying a slice of tomato out of my beard when 
the lady looked to me and said, “She’s so cute, isn’t 
she? Her name is Buttercup.”

I kind of nodded and thought the name Suction 
Cup would be a better fit, what with the way the dog 
was scooching its rear-end along the top of the bar… 

towards my food… leaving a trail of dog-butt-bacteria, 
no doubt. I was no longer hungry.

The bartender said, “You know I can’t let you have 
the dog on top of the bar. They aren’t even allowed in 
the place, but I will let it go. Just not on the bar.”

The lady was not ready to give in, and said to me, 
“The dog is a Schnaatsi,” or some such thing.

And I answered, “That’s great,” realizing that if the 
dog’s head was just a bit smaller it could drown in my 
beer mug.

The bartender, with a resigned voice almost 
pleading, said, “Come on now.”

Again, ignoring the bartender, the lady said to me, 
“Do you think my little Buttercup should be allowed on 
the bar?”

With a big smile, I said, “Maybe if you shave it.” 
She looked at me like I was the reason she needed a 
support dog. She took the dog and left.

The bartender, grinning and shaking his head 
turned back to his show. I shook the crumbs from my 
T-shirt. My wife came into the bar carrying a bag. 
She’d been shopping for a shirt in one of the boutique 
stores down the street.

“You missed the support dog,” I said and gave her 
a big smile.

My wife said, “You have a big chunk of lettuce in 
your teeth.”

The Local Curmudgeon: Bar Etiquette

Remembering Rodney Johnson: The Local Curmudgeon
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NEW SMYRNA BEACH: The Marine Discovery 
Center (MDC) has spent the past 25 years 
informing and educating citizens and visitors 
about the amazing biodiversity of the Indian 
River Lagoon. A 25th anniversary party is 
planned for Saturday, March 12 at the Hunter 
Amphitheater on-site outdoor venue. During the 
free event, guests are invited to come and listen 
to a history presentation, view a photo timeline 
slideshow and learn about future plans for the 
nonprofit organization.

MDC Cheers to 25 Years Agenda:

• 5 - 6 p.m.:  Reception

• 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.:  Presentation of History of 
the Marine Discovery Center

• 7:30 - 7:45 p.m.:  What to expect in the 
next 25 years

Widely recognized as a regional resource for 
the Indian River Lagoon, MDC is centered on 
education and outreach in an effort to preserve, 
protect and restore the lagoon for generations to 
come. Exploration, conservation and education 
are MDC’s key missions to the Indian River 
Lagoon and Florida’s coast.

MDC received it’s 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
designation in 1997. Boat and kayak tours were 
the first experiences offered to get people on the 
water and start exploring the variety of species 
that call the lagoon home. 

Today, full ecotour excursions are offered on 
a 40-passenger pontoon or paddling a kayak 
through mangroves, salt marshes, oyster reefs 
and more. On-foot tours are also offered and 
include bird watching, identifying native species, 
beach combing, marine debris investigations, 
beach sand explorations and seine netting. 

According to their mission statement, 
heightened public awareness is important to 
restoration and protection of these ecosystems. 

MDC now welcomes an average of 30,000 
visitors each year. A dedicated group of more 
than 500 volunteers have helped extend the 
reach of the nonprofit to educate, inform and 
entertain.

Locals and visitors can support this mission 
by attending conservation lectures, education 
and special events, enrolling children in 
educational camps and experiences or cruising 
on kayak and eco boat tours posted on the 
MDC’s website calendar. Successful annual 
fundraising events include the upcoming 12th 
annual New Smyrna Beach Plein Air Paint Out 
hosted on October 18 - 22, 2022. The 2022 
Plein Air Paint Out will continue the legacy 
of fundraising to enhance the environmental 
education and art programs and to further the 
goals of MDC.

The MDC offers many volunteer 
opportunities for locals to get involved “on 
the water.”  According to the MDC website, 
MarineDiscoveryCenter.org, volunteer 
opportunities include welcome desk volunteers, 
exhibit docents, marine discovery outreach 
team, education department volunteers, 
fundraising event volunteers, kayak tour sweeps 
and much more.

For more information contact the Marine 
Discovery Center directly at (386) 428-4828.

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a member 
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated 
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is  “Loving 
Living at the Beach.”  386-576-7722                       
 #NSBeachLife        @NSBMimi         #NSB

Marine Discovery Center 
Celebrates 25th Anniversary

NEWS
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Get The Scoop... NEWS
Manatee Watch Volunteers Needed:  Volusia County is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to participate in Manatee Watch, a program that identifies the presence of 
manatees in local waterways. Residents who live on the water, spend a lot of time near the water, or are avid boaters are encouraged to become manatee watchers. Manatee 
Watch coordinators will host two training sessions: 10 a.m. to noon Monday, Feb. 7, at the Stetson Aquatic Center (2636 Alhambra Ave., DeLand) and 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Feb. 12, at the Marine Discovery Center (520 Barracuda Blvd., New Smyrna Beach). Manatee Watchers are trained to observe manatee behavior, document manatee sightings, 
photograph manatees, and sketch scar patterns. Information gathered from Manatee Watch volunteers provides vital manatee information, including behavior, movement within 
waterways, habitat use and individual identification. Participants will receive a packet of training materials. The Manatee Watch program is open to individuals, families, businesses 
and civic organizations. Participants should be at least 16 years old. The training is free. Advance registration is required; contact Chad Murch at ManateeWatch@volusia.org or 
call (386) 736-5927, ext. 12839. For more information about manatees and Manatee Watch, visit:   VolusiaManatees.org

Learn Creative Caregiving through New Program:  The city of Daytona Beach Shores is partnering with Atlantic Center for the Arts to offer a new Creative 
Caregiving program for caregivers and their care partners. Registration is now open for this free program, with each session limited to 20 people (10 pairs of caregivers with 
care partner - CNA/HHA welcome). Creative Caregiving will be offered weekly, in six-week sessions, on Tuesdays, from 2 to 4 p.m. Sessions will run February 8 to March 22; 
April 5 to May 10; and July 12 to August 16 at the Shores Community Center (3000 Bellemead Drive, Daytona Beach Shores). Caregiving for a loved one is a journey of joy 
and difficulty. Participants will learn how to connect mind, body and spirit by using the arts as a tool of self-care, social interaction and lifelong learning. Atlantic Center for the 
Arts ambassador Sonja Jean Craig will present a fun, uplifting gathering of caregivers and care partners. She welcomes those who wish to understand how creativity can benefit 
life on a daily basis. No experience is necessary, and art supplies will be provided. Call (386) 281-3000 to register. Space is limited. For questions and more information, contact 
Community@AtlanticCenterForTheArts.org.  DBShores.org // AtlanticCenterForTheArts.org

New Pet Boutique Opens in NSB:  Heidi Dillard recently opened Me & Paw, a pet supply store with homemade, nutritious goodies for your favorite furry friends. It 
all started with one pup with some serious anxiety issues, which Heidi was able to control with CBD oils. She started experimenting with different recipes and created some 
fantastic pup snacks. After sharing with her test panel of pooches, she decided she had to share this yumminess with everyone and opened a shop. Me & Paw is located at 
820 Canal Street in New Smyrna Beach and boasts over 75 varieties of flavors and textures that are sure to please every pup. She also offers CBD oils that she has tested 
and knows to be very effective, quality products. Some of her baked goodies already contain CBD for your convenience. Along with Heidi’s hand-crafted products, you will 
also find gifts for pet owners, home wares, pet wellness items, and accessories made by several local artists. Heidi is also a talented artist and loves to create gift baskets, 
shirts, mugs, hats… you name it, she can make it. They are open Monday through Friday from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. Visit them online for 
more information.  MeAndPaw.com



10  East Coast Current • February 2022 • ECCurrent.com 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

Finding Beauty - February - the month 
of feeling loved and special, or… lonely, 
pressured to buy candy and flowers, or 
depressed because you’re not in a relationship. 
Most people vocally loathe the commercialism 
as they stand in line for some heart-shaped 
object. Next to Christmas, this is one of the 
most stressful holiday months of the year - for 
both the giver and receiver.

Here is the truth. Like my Grandpa Rathwell 
always said, “There is no room for hate - only 
love.” Where does that feeling start? In every 
single one of us. 

What’s love got to do with it? Everything. 
Self-love is the strongest love of all. We 
can’t love anyone else until we can truly love 
ourselves. 

Instant benefits of self-love, no matter what 
day or month it is, include:

• Less Stress and Anxiety 

• A Higher Level of Satisfaction 

• A Boost in Attractiveness (Confidence) 

• Stronger Motivation 

• Health and Personal Growth

This is so important because it helps keep 
toxic people out of your life or off your 
Facebook. Bad habits are easier to break when 
you have self-love.

How do we practice putting our self-love into 
action? It doesn’t happen overnight, but with 
your genuine, dedicated efforts, it will happen. 
Practice affirmations or start your day with 
something that makes you happy. My husband, 
David, and I start every morning with our 
“Angel Cards.” You ask the angels what you 

should concentrate on today, draw a card, and 
see what their loving words of wisdom have to 
say. 

I stopped watching the news on September 2, 
2021. It was my birthday, and I was tired of all 
the daily negativity. It’s amazing how much less 
stress I feel and how I can go about my life 
with some of those “Good Old Days” feelings 
again.

Declutter your living and workspace. It’s 
amazing how that can help clean the mess in 
your mind and make you feel so free.

Make friends with the person in the mirror. 
Learn to love your body. It’s yours. You go way 
back with this body and have lots of memories 
to share. Freedom comes when you stop caring 
what others think of you. 

Be your authentic self. When I am home 
alone, I amaze myself at what an outstanding 
singer, dancer, comedian and all-round 
performer I am. Sorry, I only perform for myself 
and my dogs, Donny and Marie. You will have 
to develop your own show! It’s a fun way to act 
silly and love yourself at the same time.

Whether you are in a relationship or on your 
own, you already have the best company in 
yourself. Happy Valentine’s Day and every 
other day, too! 

What’s Love Got to Do with It?

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. 

FEATURE

Contact the Early Learning Coalition today to complete a
FREE developmental screening for your birth to 8-year-old!

Call us today!
386-323-2400    cburns@elcfv.org

www.helpmegrowvfc.org

Developmental Milestones

Community Resources

Referrals if additional 
 needed services

Follow Up

One-on-one assistance
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Gain exposure for your 
business in our Local Listing 

guide. Contact Carol: 
407.484.32.07

ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
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Right in Tights
This season, tights can add a special touch with abstract patterns, sheer lace and bold colors, as we still have that lingering cold weather and wanting to dip into our shorter hemlines. 
Tights are the “it” item and latest fashion trend just in time to keep you warm and add color, texture and style to your legs. This sock drawer fashion staple is worthy of accentuating any 
outfit.  

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 

FASHION
G
E
T
 T

H
E
 L

O
O
K
 

T
ights: A

m
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esire 
 

Stylist • Blog • Photo:  Danielle Napolitano  IG: @DreamWasteland  
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@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com 

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!

330 Canal Street

New Smyrna Beach

386.427.7674

Monday - Saturday

10 AM - 5 PM
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#ECCToldMe NEWS

2022 Princess and Princes Ball - A Parent and Child Dance:  In 2011, the Edgewater City Council created the Local School Scholarship Fund. The purpose of 
this fund is to provide college scholarships for students who live in the city of Edgewater. That same year, the first annual “Princess Ball” was held. Each year this is an exciting 
night for the children of our community to enjoy an evening of dancing, music, light refreshments and fun with their parents, relatives and friends. Several local businesses and 
volunteers help support the event and make it a memorable occasion. This event is the primary fundraiser for the Local School Scholarship Fund. This year’s Princess-Prince Ball 
is Saturday, February 12, 2022 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Southeast Volusia YMCA (148 West Turgot Avenue). Tickets are $10 per person and all attendees must have a ticket. Tickets 
will be on sale at Edgewater City Hall (104 North Riverside Drive) and the YMCA. Tickets will be on sale at the door while supplies last, so families are encouraged to get their 
tickets in advance. There is limited space for vendors. Call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org for more information about how to get involved.   
CityOfEdgewater.org

Volusia County Summer Lifeguard Tryouts Begin February 19: Are you interested in a job that involves sun, sand and saving lives? If so, we have the perfect summer gig 
for you! Volusia County’s Beach Safety Division is hiring lifeguards to help keep beachgoers safe this summer. Upcoming tryouts are mandatory for those interested in a position. Swim 
tryout dates and locations are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. February 19 and March 5 at the Ormond Beach YMCA (500 Sterthaus Drive, Ormond Beach), and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. February 26 and 
March 12 at the Port Orange YMCA (4701 City Center Parkway, Port Orange). Applicants must be at least 16 on or before June 1 and be able to swim 500 meters freestyle in under 
10 minutes, swim 50 yards freestyle in under 30 seconds, and run a half-mile in under 3 minutes, 15 seconds. Candidates considered for hiring will undergo a background check, physical 
and drug screening. Starting pay is $13.24 per hour. There is a $500 incentive for lifeguards if they meet criteria specifying number of weekend work days over their first summer. This is 
explained during the recruit class. Those who wish to participate in the selection process must attend one of the 2022 tryouts, as well as Volusia County Beach Safety’s lifeguard recruit 
class (mandatory 48-hour ocean rescue training). Additionally, participants must attend a 40-hour first responder class and CPR course or provide proof of equivalence. For more 
information, visit volusia.org/beach or call (386) 239-6414.  Volusia.org

Discovery Map Brain Freeze Giveaway:  The brain freeze is a time honored vacation rite. So, it just makes sense that local tourism business, Discovery Map of Daytona & 
New Smyrna Beach, celebrates it’s new map release each year by giving away free Dairy Queen ice cream! Discovery Map of Daytona & New Smyrna Beach has dubbed their annual 
lottery-style contest the “Brain Freeze Giveaway”. A grand prize of 52 Dairy Queen Blizzards plus some fun Discovery Map swag is up for grabs this February and will be awarded 
at the end of the month to one lucky winner. Additional tokens for free Dairy Queen Mini-Blizzards will be raffled off daily. The Brain Freeze Giveaway is hosted online through the 
business’ social media accounts on Facebook (handle: @discoverDAYTONA.NSB) and Instagram (handles: @daytonamap and @nsbmap). Participants can enter the month-long 
giveaway every day by naming their favorite Blizzard flavor in the comments section of a Discovery Map post or by messaging Discovery Map of Daytona & New Smyrna Beach 
directly with their chosen Blizzard flavor. Although entries are limited to one per day, all eligible entries count toward multiple chances to win the grand prize: a year’s worth of Free 
Dairy Queen Blizzards. For more information about Discovery Map or the  Brain Freeze Giveaway, check out:  Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
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386.427.2903   •   RiverparkTerrace.com   •   302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168

Follow Us On Social Media 
For Events & Specials 

Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or 
indoors in an intimate setting. 

 BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS

Enjoy Local Live Music While You Dine
Tuesday - Sunday

Tuesday - Thursday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm 

Friday - Saturday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Sunday Hours:
Brunch 11am-3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm

Closed Monday
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice
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 SAT @ 1 - 5 PM
 FEB 12

Sample delectable wines and 
chocolates at downtown merchants 
while enjoying great live music! 
$25 each

Wine and Chocolate Walk

Beach Street, Daytona Beach

 SAT @ 6 - 8 PM
 FEB 12

The largest fundraiser of the year 
for the Local School Scholarship 
Fund. It is a magical night for 
princesses (and princes) of all ages!

Princess Ball

Edgewater YMCA

 WEEKLY FROM 
 FEB 27 - MAY 5

The 10-week challenge aspires to teach 
and motivate participants to live an 
active, balanced lifestyle with classes and 
workshops. $50 @ Port-Orange.org

Get Fit Port Orange

Throughout Port Orange

 MON @ 7 PM
 FEB 28

Six Appeal Vocal Band is acapella 
like you have never heard before 
with unbelievable harmonies! Tix @ 
FlaglerAuditorium.org.

Six Appeal Vocal Band

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

 FRI @ 5:30 PM 
 MAR 4

The fun begins at 5:30 with 
giveaways, activities and affordable 
concessions, pizza by the slice or full 
pies. The Croods 2 begins at dusk!

Movie Under the Stars

Port Orange City Center

 FRI - SUN 
 FEB 4 - 6

Come to Destination Daytona for the 1st 
Annual Women’s Music Fest at Saints & 
Sinners Pub! Three days - four bands - 
playing tribute to Women who Rock!

Women’s Music Fest

Destination Daytona, Ormond 

 FRI - SUN
 MAR 4 - 13 

Join the city for a 10-day event 
filled with street festivals, concerts, 
motorcycle races, bike shows, rallies, 
manufacturer showcases and more!

Bike Week

Daytona Beach/Volusia County

 SAT @ 10 AM - 3 PM
 FEB 12

Step into a Civil War-era camp 
with re-enactments and live 
demonstrations. $5/adult, $2/child.

Living History Day

DeBary Hall Historic Site

  SAT @ 12 PM
 FEB 12

Watch as historic race cars make 
another loop around the famous 
NASCAR beach/road course, plus 
speakers and meet & greet.

Legends Beach Parade

North Turn, Ponce Inlet

 SAT @ 12 - 7 PM 
 FEB 12

This multi-cultural festival will 
immerse you in cool jazz, soul, 
gospel, and the blues across various 
venues.

12 
Thin Man Watts Jazz Fest

Downtown DeLand

 SAT @ 10 - 4 PM
 FEB 5 

A free festival of all things art, from 
visual artists and art demonstrations 
to musical performances and hands-
on activities for the whole family.

Granada Grand

New Britain Avenue, Ormond

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 FEB 5 / MAR 5

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk 
features solo/group exhibitions, 
artist talks.

5
Art Stroll and Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 FEB 5 / MAR 5

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT - SUN 
 FEB 26 - 27

This event will feature artisans and 
crafters demonstrating and selling 
their wares. Also enjoy live musical 
entertainment and food.

Art Fiesta

Canal Street, NSB

 MON - MON by APPT
 FEB 21 - 28

Book an appointment and 
receive a FREE Diamond Glow 
or Vitalize Peel with your 
purchase of Skincare products.

Skincare Week at The Med Spa NSB

The Med Spa, NSB

 FIND SCHEDULE ONLINE 
 FEB 25 - MAR 1

Kick off Mardi Gras early 
and attend 50 free shows 
along Flagler Avenue at host 
locations. FlaglerAve.com

Voodoo Music Fest

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 9 AM - 3 PM
 FEB 26

Chalk artists will compete 
to create the best chalk 
masterpieces in spaces on 
Canal Street sidewalks.

Chalk it Up!

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 9 AM - 2 PM
 FEB 5 

Stop by local business booths with
100s of vendors showcasing their 
offerings!

Home Show and Business Expo

Canal Street, NSB

 THU @ 6:30 PM
 FEB 17

FREE outdoor educational lecture on 
winter bird migration with guest speaker, 
Joan Tague, an avid birder, nature 
educator. Bring your own seating. 

17
MDC Lecture Series: Bird Migration

Marine Discovery Center, NSB

 TUE @ 7 - 8 PM
 MAR 1 

Come watch all of the Mardi Gras 
themed floats, decorated cars and 
community acts as they throw out
Mardi Gras beads!

Mardi Gras Parade

Flagler Avenue, NSB

28 4

4-6

12

1

12

25-1

12

21-28 26

55 5

26-27

4-13

12 

27-5



ECCurrent.com • February 2022 • East Coast Current   21 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days

FAMILY OWNED FOR 60 YEARS

280 South Yonge Street Ormond Beach
386.672.0100

www.ShopKalin.com

We Make Your House
A Home.

Receive complimentary design
help from our associates, no matter

the size of the project.
Call or stop in today!
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 SAT @ 5 - 9 PM
 MAR 5

FREE - Enjoy various styles of music 
at venues including Christmas Park, 
art galleries, restaurants and brewery. 
Bring a chair for outdoor shows.

Downtown Music Fest

Canal Street, NSB

 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 FEB 5 / MAR 5

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery 
stops featuring over 100 artists. 
Most of the artwork is handcrafted 
by local fine artists.

5
Ormond Art Walk

Ormond Mainstreet - Granada

  SAT - SUN 
 FEB 5 - 6

Tour the Black Heritage Museum, 
enjoy live music, vendors, food 
and cultural demonstrations!

Black Heritage Festival

Canal Street, NSB

 THU @ 5 - 9 PM
 FEB 17 

Expanded streetside dining, 
vendors, special hours for 
businesses, kid’s zone, and 
specialty food vendors.

Canal Street Nights

Canal Street, NSB

 SUN @ 12 - 5 PM 
 FEB 27

Vote on your favorite gumbo 
from local restaurants along the 
avenue! $15 sampling passports @ 
EventBrite.com

Gumbo Challenge

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SUN @ 4 - 7 PM 
 MAR 6

Celebrate Ormond’s bustling dining 
scene with small plates from more 
than two dozen local restaurants 
and food  and drink purveyors. $75

Taste of Ormond

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 SAT @ 9 AM - 3 PM
 FEB 12

FL wildlife presentations, 
environmental displays, kids’ 
activities, and guided hikes of Lyonia 
Preserve. FREE admission. 

Scrub Jay and Wildlife Fest

2150 Eustace Ave., Deltona

 WED - SUN
 FEB 16 - 20

This officially kicks off the NASCAR 
season with an action-packed 
schedule of races across several 
different racing series.

Speedweeks

Daytona International Speedway

 SAT - SUN 
 FEB 12 - 13

A free, self-guided tour through 
Central Florida to artist’s studios 
and cultural institutions. Find info 
and maps at FloridaArtsTour.com

Off the Beaten Path Arts Tour

Throughout Volusia County

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
 FEB 26

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $30.

Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 FEB 26

This fun annual tradition features 
floats, authentic Mardi Gras costume 
contests and beads for spectators. 
Festival after on Georgia Ave.

Mardi Gras Dog Parade/Party

Downtown DeLand

 SAT - SUN
 FEB 5 - 6

Walk through and get up close 
to life-like and life-size dinosaurs 
and dragons! $17.99/person @ 
DragonAndDinoStroll.com.

Dino and Dragon Stroll

Ocean Center, Daytona Beach
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Jesse Turnipseed
Assistant Vice President 
Financial Advisor

386.274.3023 
jesse.turnipseed@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
1616 Concierge Boulevard 
Suite 201 
Daytona Beach, FL 32117

At Merrill, we’ll help you get ready for the future with  
a financial approach that’s designed for you.

Our goal is to help you pursue 
yours. It’s that simple.

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) 
makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided 
by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a 
registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned 
subsidiary of BofA Corp.
Investment products:

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value

The Bull Symbol and Merrill are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
© 2021 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 
MAP3494744 | AD-12-21-0110 | 470948PM-0421 | 12/2021
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Place a Coupon ad 
here for only $75 a month! 

Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info. 

Get Noticed! 

If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org

With cooler temps and sunny days combining to create the 
perfect weather, Floridians are flocking to the outdoors this time 
of year. We aren’t the only ones enjoying the break from the 
heat. Wildlife everywhere are rejoicing in the milder weather 
and getting more and more active.

All this means that it’s zoo season! While it’s often thought of 
as a summertime activity while the kids are out of school, this 
time of year is actually ideal for a trip to the zoo. Lower crowds, 
more active animals (and, let’s face it, less of that zoo smell), 
make this the best time to go.

While Florida has a few to choose from, our family’s favorite 
has always been the Brevard Zoo in Melbourne. Even though it 
is smaller than other parks, it packs a big punch with its unique 
blend of up-close animal interactions and laid-back atmosphere 
for a relaxing, yet thrilling, day. 

If you’re sticking to a budget, the wallet-friendliest and 
quickest interactions with the animals you can add to your day 
include snagging a cup of feed for the lorikeets, who are known 
to hop right onto your hand or shoulder for a snack. You can 
also grab some lettuce leaves and feed the giraffes. This is our 
family’s favorite zoo activity, and it always results in big squeals 

and giggles from Avery.

One of the biggest things that sets this zoo apart from all 
others throughout the country is that you can get active on the 
water, right inside the zoo. Brevard Zoo is the only zoo in the 
nation that offers guided kayaking excursions right through 
animal habitats. You can set your course through Expedition 
Africa, or go off on your own adventure through the natural 
waters of Wild Florida. In Africa, while you paddle past the fun 
and playful Lemur Island, African bird exhibit, giraffe feeding 
platform and the home of the Southern white rhino and zebras, 
your tour guide gives you insight into the wildlife and their 
native habitats. On land, one of the most exciting offerings at 
the zoo is the newly reopened rhino encounter, where you can 
get up close and personal with the rhinos and zebras.

The Brevard Zoo is also big on giving back to the wildlife 
community. The not-for-profit organization supports wildlife 
conservation through public education and participation. 
Admission funds, guest experiences and even purchases in the 
gift shop go right back into caring for the animals, not just at the 
zoo, but at the offsite Sea Turtle Healing Center and other local 
restoration and conservation efforts. Their newest venture, The 
Aquarium Project, is slated to combine scientific research and 

Brevard Zoo - Melbourne
Where the Wild Things Are Photos by Kelsey and Scott Walters

TRAVEL
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Kelsey Walters is the publisher 
and one of the co-owners 
of East Coast Current, a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of five years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 3-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi and Bluey. 

conservation facilities with hands-on marine life experiences and 
outdoor water adventures. 

Scott and I visited the zoo a few years ago and had a blast 
kayaking and visiting the animals. We couldn’t wait to bring Avery 
this time to experience it with us. The wooden boardwalks and 
bridges throughout the habitats made for a relaxing and leisurely 
pace for our day of exploration. She loved climbing the trees 
through a tunnel of elevated walkways alongside the monkey 
exhibit where they could do the same through their own maze. 

We stopped by time and time again at the meerkat habitat 
where we watched them pop out of their holes and scurry around, 
then we dug “underground” to get a peek into their tunnels and 
pop our heads up right in the middle of their habitat. The playful 
otters were another favorite spot as we watched them zip and 
glide through the water and interact with us as the glass.

Avery’s favorite stop of the day was the Kangaroo Walkabout, 
where you can take a stroll through the Australian bush right 
alongside kangaroos and emus. While they are off-limits for 
petting, the animals are free to roam where they please right 
around you which makes for a really exciting experience you 
won’t find anywhere else. This led to her hopping through the zoo 

as a baby ‘roo for the rest of the day.

Now through April 30, you’ll find a trail of massive, expertly 
carved sand sculptures depicting life beneath the sea. Other 
offerings at the zoo include the Treetop Trek of aerial obstacles, 
ropes courses and ziplines that allow you to glide right over the 
habitats. There are plenty of play areas for kids, including a 
huge animal-themed playground that takes you into the human-
sized habitats of gopher tortoises and other Florida creatures, 
as well as a splash area in the warmer months alongside a large 
aquarium.

In the coming months, before the return of Florida’s well known 
sweltering heat, add the Brevard Zoo to your list of things to 
do and you won’t regret it! The Brevard Zoo makes it easy for 
anyone to choose their own adventure, and change the way we 
think of a day at the zoo!

BREVARD ZOO
8225 North Wickham Road, Melbourne, FL 32940
(321) 254-9453
BrevardZoo.org
Open daily from 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
FB // Insta: @BrevardZoo
Tickets: $24.95/adult; $22.95/senior; $15.95/ child ages 3-11; 
children under 3 are free *Purchase tickets online to reserve a 
day and guarantee admission
Giraffe and Lorikeet Feeding: $2 each
Kayaking: $9.95 (ages 5 and up only)
Rhino Encounter: $29.95 (ages 7 and up only)
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INSIDE LOOK:  East Coast Current Magazine
ECCurrent.com     |     facebook.com/eccmedia    |     Instagram: @eccprint

East Coast Current was born in early 2015 after the co-owners, Tiffany Evers, Carol Court and Kelsey Walters, saw the 
need for a strong community-based media outlet in Volusia County. We went to print with our first publication in February 

of that year and are celebrating seven years in print this year with this being our 83rd issue under our belt!
Editor-in-Chief: Tiffany Evers     |     Chief Sales Officer:  Carol Court     |      Chief Financial Officer: Kelsey Walters

We are active members of 4 Volusia County 
Chambers of Commerce. Carol was awarded 

Ambassador of the Year in 2018 by the Daytona 
Regional Chamber and again in 2020 by the 

Port Orange - South Daytona (POSD) Chamber, 
where she has served on the Board since 2018. 

Next year she begins her role as Chairman 
of the Board for POSD. Tiffany served on the 
Board of Directors for the Southeast Volusia 

Chamber of Commerce from 2016-2019.

We strive to provide positive community news and 
events, with plenty of intriguing content our readers 

look forward to. Our team of writers are dedicated 
to Volusia County and what makes our community 

thrive. We have a strong presence online and work hard 
to provide necessary  community information, like 

up-to-the-minute updates during hurricanes or even 
dispelling local myths like shark attacks in NSB and 

ravenous chickens running rampant on Flagler Avenue.

In 2016, we celebrated one year in print 
with a massive ribbon cutting ceremony 

and were the first in the county to 
combine all three chambers for one.

When it comes to telling stories 
about great people doing great 
things in our community, we 
make sure to go right to the 
source. Kelsey photographs 
for our articles while Tiffany 

interviews businesses and locals 
to ensure their story is told. 
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Celebrating 7 Years in Business! 2015-2022

Like everyone, ECC was heavily affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For the safety and wellbeing 
of our readers, advertisers and everyone involved 

in our publication, we were unable to print for two 
months in 2020. We remained very active online, 

giving minute-by-minute local updates on valuable 
resources, closures and testing and vaccine sites.

We strongly believe in giving back and work closely 
with several area charities to participate in events and 

sponsorships. Supporting other locals is one of the most 
important things we can do with our time. 

We have continued to grow year after year because 
of the amazing support we have received from 

friends, family, local businesses and our incredible 
community. We now have our magazine in over 350 

locations and print 10,000 copies per month.

We are so 
thankful for 
the strong 

friendships and 
bonds we have 

created from the 
wonderful people 

we have met 
along the way.

We celebrate each year with our team of writers, and this 
publication wouldn’t be possible without them. From 

community updates to fresh recipes, hilarious personal 
tales to the best fishing spots, our ECC family has grown to 

include some of the best and brightest voices in town.

Carol is the face of the magazine, building relationships all over 
Volusia County. She has strong ties in the community and long-lasting 

relationships with our advertisers. We are proud to say most of our 
advertisers have been working with us since we started.  
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UNWIND



things that we may not think about when it 
comes to microphones like hearing aids, our 
phones and those cute baby monitors we buy 
to help us listen in on our new precious gifts. 
This technology is called electret transducer 
technology. He created over 250 patents on 
microphones and other similar technologies.

9. We see more of these trucks now in the 
age of COVID, delivering our fresh foods. 
Frederick Jones taught himself engineering 
at a young age which then inspired him to get 
an engineering license by the time he was 20 
years old. In the 1930s, he patented a portable 
air cooling unit for trucks carrying perishable 
food. During World War 2, his company, 
U.S. Thermo Control, and his invention were 
responsible for preserving much needed 
medicine, perishable foods and blood for our 
American soldiers. President George H. Bush 
presented his widow with a National Medal of 
Technology in 1991. He was the first black man 
to receive this honor.

10. I know we all can’t wait until summer after 
feeling this recent cold weather. Usually, the 
first thing we buy for our kids to have some fun 
with water is a… that’s right, a Super Soaker! 
Super Soakers were invented by Lonnie 
G. Johnson, a former Air Force and NASA 
engineer. His invention is still the top selling 
toy of all time. Two years after his invention 

reached the stores, they generated over $200 
million in retail sales. Johnson has over 100 
patents. Now, the Super Soaker is a billion 
dollar business.

So, as we celebrate the history of these 
amazing Americans, share some of these 
inventions with your friends to help us continue 
to share and spread great news about people 
that have changed our lives forever.

If you are interested in more Black History 
Facts, please follow me on Facebook: @
ShyriakaMorris @IAmShyMorris or Instagram 
#IamShyMorris.

Happy Black History Month!
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Can you believe we are already in the second 
month of 2022? This month is celebrated 
nationally by Americans in dedication to the 
contributions of African American art, history 
and culture. I thought it would be a great time to 
share a few of my favorites with you.

1. Marie Van Brittan Brown invented the first 
closed circuit television security system. This 
invention helped pave the way for all modern 
home security systems. She worked as a nurse 
and her husband Albert was an electronics 
technician. Both of them worked long and 
irregular hours, so they created something 
to be able to see who was at the front door. 
Their first invention was a multiple peephole, 
television monitor and sliding cameras able to 
capture people at different heights.The also had 
a remote so they could lock the front door from 
a distance. They received their patent in 1969. 
They also received an award from the New York 
Times and the National Scientists Committee for 
their work in technology.

2. Dr. Marian Croak is currently the vice 
president of engineering at Google. She 
developed Voice Over Internet Protocol. She 
has over 200 patents related to that technology. 
She also developed text to vote, created during 
the first season of American Idol and she also 
helped with donating to text campaigns.

3. Mark Dean invented color computer monitors. 
As an engineer for IBM, he was responsible for 
three of the company’s original nine patents 
which included the first gigahertz chip that 
helped us complete a billion calculations in a 
second. His Industry Standards Architecture 
(ISA) systems bus allows us to plug peripheral 
devices, like disk drives or printers directly into 
our computers. His color computer monitor that 
he developed in 1980 helped a create wave of 
personal computers that changed how we all 
interact and complete our business transactions.

4. Thomas Jennings found a way to clean 
garments that couldn’t handle regular washing. 
His method of washing helped these delicate 
clothes keep their original shape and appeared 
to be polished and brand new. Thomas Jennings 
became the first black man to receive a patent 
in America. He received this patent in 1821. 
Unfortunately, his patent was in the X Patents, a 
group of 10,000 documents damaged during an 
1836 fire in Washington D.C.

5. George Grant invented the golf tee. Before 
this invention players would wet mounds of sand 
to balance their golf balls. He made a wooden 
tee in 1899, but couldn’t produce it to scale. He 
had to make these tees for himself and friends. 
William Lowell made the Reddy Tee in 1920, 
and this helped Grant’s idea spread around the 
world.

6. Next time you walk up to an elevator and 
push the button remember that Alexander Miles 
created the automatic elevator doors. In the late 
1800s, all of the elevator shafts were closed 
separately with a designated operator. This was 
very dangerous because if the people riding the 
elevator forgot to close the shaft, they would 
fall out and potentially die. He was granted his 
patent in 1887. His invention set the safety 
standards for elevators that we still use today.

7. This is one of the coolest inventions on this 
list. Lisa Gelobter created the GIF. I know I use 
this feature several times a day to help me add a 
little flair to my text messages and social media 
responses. She is a computer scientist that uses 
interactive applications and animation to create 
these GIFs. She was on the senior management 
team that launched another favorite - Hulu. She 
also worked at BET and in the White House’s 
Digital Service Department.

8. James West helped us all hear a little better. 
His electric microphone is now 90 percent of 
all microphones used today, including simple 

Shy Morris is a native to NSB for 
four generations, and a lover of all 
things  positive. Her art has carried 
her around the world and her award 
winning STEAAM curriculum  has 
inspired  and empowered 1000s of 
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves 
everything community and loves 
to see kids thriving with high self 
esteem, great values and ready to be 
productive citizens.

Ten Incredible Achievements 
in Black History

CONVO
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Just when I thought white couldn’t get 
any whiter, there before my eyes lay a 
sandy beach glimmering like snow. The one 
difference here was that flip-flops were the 
preferred footwear over snowshoes. 

Add that to the silence surrounding us, 
palm trees swaying along with the sea 
breeze, and coconuts melodiously dropping 
onto the ground, and it all equated to a very 
serene scene. Whitecaps rolled along the 
shoreline while the deep blue aquamarine 
sea went on for as far the eye could see. 

The sound of the Albatross’s twin radial 
engines was long gone but not forgotten as 
I glanced around Little San Salvador Island, 
taking in the pure beauty. It had become 
almost religion to count my lucky stars every 
time we landed on a new shoreline, but this 
one had taken the cake thus far, as the lack 
of people was the cork on the rum bottle. 
Perfection as far as the eye could see. 

Our little camp was set up and we settled 
in knee-deep water fishing for our dinner. The 
sea was so clear and the sandy bottom was 
so white, I felt as if I were on another planet. 
A crab meandered by. Fish swam helter-
skelter around my toes. A stingray glided by, 
and that was my day until the sun set over 
our little paradise. 

I had forgotten about the large seaplane 
and Peter, and even Julie, as the serenity 
surrounding us was mystical and hypnotic. 

The fire was roaring and warm as we sat 
waiting for our fish to cook. Red snapper and 

a flounder stared back at me as the flames 
cooked them to perfection. Some warm bread 
and rum made the meal seem extra rich to 
the palate. 

Exhaustion had crept in as I felt the weight 
of the long day. My eyelids heavy, I finished 
my dinner, helped my uncle clean and tidy 
the camp, and we went to bed satisfied. 
Inside my sleeping bag, I lay there staring 
at the bright stars scattered across the night 
sky. 

“I don’t think it can get any better than 
this,” my uncle whispered. 

I agreed and stared off into the universe. 
Instinctively, I wanted to reach out and tap 
the stars with my index finger as if it were 
the natural thing to do. It was that intense! 

When a wave of exhaustion washed over 
me, I slipped into the deep, dark abyss. 

 Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions… 

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on six years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATURE
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Ponce Inlet February Tide Chart WAVE

PREMIER MARINE UNDERWATER SERVICES 
386.210.0068 • PremierMarineDetailing.com
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SPOTTED AROUND TOWN - VOLUSIA COUNTY

Ormond Beach local, Caroline Chanfrau, has been 
practicing ballet since she was two years old and starred 
as the Sugar Plum Fairy in this season’s production of 
“The Nutcracker,” presented by the European School of 
Performing Arts in Ormond Beach. 

Diezel Depew of Edgewater is only 17 
years old, but that is not stopping him 
from running for mayor of Edgewater! He 
is pictured here filling out the paperwork 
to throw his hat in the race and begin his 
campaign for 2022.

On January 21, members of the Volusia County Council, other local dignitaries and a 
hundred cyclists who had participated in a ride that morning, cut the ribbon for the 
newest segment -- a 2.9-mile trail stretch that runs from Benson Junction Road to 
West Highbanks Road at Rob Sullivan Park. With this new segment, Volusia County has 
completed 23.9 miles of the Spring-to-Spring Trail. Photo: Pat Kuehn

The Edgewater Animal Shelter is holding their 
Wellness Clinic on February 19.  The clinic 
will feature vaccinations, microchips, flea and 
heartworm medicine and nail trims. Call 
(386)402-7476 to schedule an appointment. The 
shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree Drive.  

The Little Theatre’s production of “Hello, Dolly!” 
opens on February 17 in New Smyrna Beach. The 
Little Theatre is located at 726 E. Third Avenue 
and the show will run until March 6, 2022. Visit 
NSBPlayers.org for showtimes and tickets.
Photo: Mike Kitaif

The Ormond Beach Police Department made a special visit to the January children’s 
program, Once Upon a Story, held at The Casements in Ormond Beach. The next event 
will be held on February 15 and RSVPs are required to attend - (386) 676-3216.

 The Port Orange - South Daytona Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the grand opening of the 
new Splash Express Car Wash at 956 Herbert Street in Port Orange on January 11, 2022. 
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 WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO!

January 10th, local pup Scotty Bullseye watches his humans frolic 
along the inlet and dog beach, north of the New Smyrna jetty, 
inside Smyrna Dunes Park. Smyrna Dunes Park and Lighthouse 
Point Park, across the inlet, have car-free dog beaches. Grab 
a day pass to either park for $10 or upgrade to the annual, 
unlimited Inlet Parks Pass providing year long access to both 
parks for $20. More pet-friendly adventures can be found online 
at Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB.

Paige Pompa, daughter of ECC co-owner and director 
of sales, Carol Court, turned 30 on February 25, 
2022. Paige just graduated with her Master’s degree in 
Industrial-Organizational Psychology and is pictured 
here with her baby cousin, Camryn Harf. Happy 
birthday, Paige!

Five decorative shark statues painted by local artists have been 
installed at various venues throughout New Smyrna Beach as part 
of a public art project spearheaded by the city’s Youth Council 
Task Force. Measuring 7-feet long, 2-feet tall, and 1-foot wide, the 
shark statues were crafted by Rick Hardy, a shark taxidermist 
with Unique Species Inc., and painted by five artists selected by 
the Council. Pictured: artist Shyriaka Morris at Live Oak Cultural 
Center, 1050 Live Oak Street

Lisa and Chad Bennett celebrated their one year anniversary of new ownership of 
Heath’s Natural Foods in NSB with a ribbon cutting ceremony with the Southeast 
Volusia Chamber of Commerce on January 13, 2022.

Local wildlife photographer, Shelley Lynch, captured a couple of playful dolphins 
frolicking together in the water at sunrise in NSB. Find more of Shelley’s 
impressive work at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

Volusia County’s area chambers of commerce 
visited the state capitol to advocate for local 
business with Florida senators and representatives 
as part of the annual Volusia Days visit to 
Tallahassee.

East Coast Current celebrated seven years in print with our team of writers and those who help make the publication a success on 
January 20, 2022 with dinner at Flagler Tavern and a comedy show at MadCap’s Comedy Club in NSB. Happy anniversary, and thank 
you to our amazing team!
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Fishing GuideFishing Guide  
All Text & Photos Provided by All Text & Photos Provided by 
Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupatPatrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
It is officially winter and with a bunch of rain here in Florida! Cold winds, rain and some 

sunshine in-between have been the norm! The fishing though has been really good with a 
constant change in the barometer which is kind of strange.

This time of the year, when the sun really starts to shine and warm up, I love taking my kids 
to our local sandbar and utilize live bait to catch red after red, and a few snook here and there. 

My son Ethan and my daughter Adelynn are in love with backwater fishing off the paddle 
boards. I grew up fishing with my dad Steve and my brother Hopper in our canoe, aluminum flat 
bottom and a fiberglass V-haul over our younger years. Now that we have the paddle boards the 
game has definitely changed!

I really like to fish the outgoing tide at shallow zones that have a deep bank near by. I use 
a small BB weight with live shrimp and live mullet to catch our fish. Addy uses her kids Zebco 
fishing reel and rod and it works amazing for her. Ethan and I use 2500 reels and lightweight 
rods for our catches!

Taking your kids fishing is much more than the catch, it’s about bonding, sharing the 
adventure, learning about Mother Nature and enjoying the adventure!

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN FEBRUARY:  1 - 3, 7 - 9, 15 - 18, 22 - 23, 27 - 28BEST DAYS TO FISH IN FEBRUARY:  1 - 3, 7 - 9, 15 - 18, 22 - 23, 27 - 28
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!







giving backgiving back
to our community!to our community!

Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week 
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!




