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“A couple embraces as a bolt of lightning leaps from a distant thunderstorm moving off the coast of 
New Smyrna Beach. I was on the deck of Sea Vista Tiki Bar and was not aware of the couple on the 
beach until I got home and reviewed my capture.” Jack Miller  -  Prints are available for purchase and 
can be viewed at www.convectivemedia.com or you can contact him at 407-283-4501 or email him at 
contact@jackgmiller.com. 
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Ask A Local 
Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook 
Fans. Be sure to “Like” our page to participate next month.
@eccmedia

Volusia County certainly isn’t lacking in delicious restaurants, but sometimes 
you don’t want to leave home without your furry best friend. These great dining 
establishments offer outdoor seating for you and your pup – some even have special 
four-legged menus. Here are the top five local spots to dine al fresco with Fido! 

 BEST PET FRIENDLY
RESTAURANTS

THE DELAND EATERY
442 E New York Ave, DeLand, FL 32724

(407) 430-1136

DeLandEatery.net

FB: The DeLand Eatery // Insta: @DeLandEatery

Wed - Sun: 5 - 9 p.m.; Closed Mon - Tue

*Dog Menu Available

HIDDEN TREASURE RESTAURANTS
5993 S Ridgewood Ave, Port Orange // (386) 756-9565 

4940 S Peninsula Dr, Ponce Inlet // (386) 761-9271

HiddenTreasureRestaurants.com

FB: @HiddenTreasureBarandGrill  

Insta: @HiddenTreasureTikiBar

Sun - Thu: 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Fri - Sat: 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
*Dog Menu Available

LULU’S OCEANSIDE GRILL
30 S Atlantic Ave, Ormond Beach 32176
(386) 673-2641 // LuLusOceansideGrill.com
FB: @LulusOceansideGrill  // Insta: @LulusOceansideGrill 
Mon – Thu: 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. Fri – Sat: 11 a.m. – 11 p.m.; Sun: 9 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
*Dog Menu Available

FIRST TURN LOUNGE
5236 S Ridgewood Ave, Port Orange 32127

(386) 788-5434 //  FirstTurnSteakhouse.com

FB: @FirstTurnPortOrange  // Insta: @TheOriginalFirstTurn

Sun - Thu: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Fri - Sat: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 

OFF THE HOOK AT INLET HARBOR
133 Inlet Harbor Rd, Ponce Inlet 32127

(386) 202-4490 // OffTheHookAtInletHarbor.com

FB: @OffTheHookAtInletHarbor // Insta: @OffTheHookInletHarbor

Mon - Thu: 11:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Fri - Sun: 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

4th

5th

1st

2nd

3rd
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Preparation:

Melt oil or bacon grease in a large skillet set over medium heat. Add pineapple and onion to 
the skillet; season with red pepper flakes and salt, to taste. Saute 4 to 5 minutes, or until lightly 
browned; remove to a plate. Set all toppings (including garlic, sauce, jalapeno and cheese) aside 
in separate bowls.

Meanwhile, preheat the grill to medium-high heat. Brush grill grate with bacon grease or oil.
Punch down pizza dough to deflate, and divide in equal halves. Using your hands or a rolling pin, 
shape each half into an oblong pizza, about 1/2-inch thick. Lightly flour two pieces of aluminum 
foil or parchment paper, and transfer dough to them. Carefully but quickly flip one piece of dough 
onto a hot grill and close the lid. Grill for 2 to 3 minutes, then use tongs to flip. Grill that side for 
about 45 seconds before transferring it back to the foil square.

Working quickly, with grilled side up, brush bacon grease (or oil) over the entire crust and sprinkle 
with garlic. Spoon 1/4 cup pizza sauce over the crust, leaving 1/2-inch edge empty. Arrange half 
the pineapple, onion, ham and jalapenos over the crust. Sprinkle with 3/4 cup mozzarella.

Return pizza to hot grates, close lid, and grill 3 to 4 minutes until cheese is melted. Remove from 
the grill and set aside to cool; repeat with the second crust. Serve sprinkled with freshly grated 
Parmesan and red pepper flakes.

Notes
For browned top, set pizza under high oven broiler for 2 to 3 minutes more.

Nutrition
Calories: 522kcal | Carbohydrates: 68g | Protein: 25g | Fat: 17g | Saturated Fat: 8g | Cholesterol: 
49mg | Sodium: 1557mg | Potassium: 334mg | Fiber: 4g | Sugar: 16g | Vitamin A: 530IU | Vitamin 
C: 42.4mg | Calcium: 234mg | Iron: 4mg

• 1 1/2 cups fresh pineapple, cut into small 
chunks

• 1/2 cup yellow onion, chopped

• Pinch kosher salt

• Pinch red pepper flakes, plus more for 
topping

• 3/4 cup ham, diced

• 1 pound fresh pizza dough

• 1/4 cup bacon grease or olive oil

• 4 cloves garlic, minced

• 1/2 cup pizza sauce

• 2 small jalapenos, thinly sliced (optional)

• 1 1/2 cups mozzarella cheese, shredded

• Freshly grated Parmesan cheese

Ingredients:

Grilled Hawaiian PizzaGrilled Hawaiian PizzaTASTE

It may be controversial, but this Grilled Hawaiian Pizza is delicious no matter how you slice it! Topped with sweet pineapple 
and onions, salty ham and spicy jalapenos, this cheesy pizza is ready in about 30 minutes and hides a secret ingredient that 
really takes it over the edge!

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food 
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author 
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with 
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork & 
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Prep Time: 15 minutes  •  Cook Time: 15 minutes  •  Servings: 4
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NEW SMYRNA BEACH: On December 20, 
2021, the iconic Little Drug Company at 412 
Canal Street in New Smyrna Beach shared 
with the community, “We regret to inform our 
community and family that we have served for 
just a few months short of 100 years, that we will 
be permanently closing our doors on Tuesday, 
December 28, 2021.” The announcement was 
made through their official Facebook page. The 
post continued by inviting the community to 
have one more seat at the counter, share past 
experiences and say goodbye. The social media 
post did more than spread the word about their 
closing, it created a wave of support that even 
the owners were shocked, and delighted, to see. 

Locals in the community shared comments 
like, “sad day in NSB history”, “heartbreaking”, 
“a wonderful memory”, “thank you for shaping 
our community.” The comment section is flooded 
with peoples’ memories of working there, 
enjoying family lunches, a candy selection 
that brings back their childhood and the best 
milkshakes. The business is family-owned by 
locals, David Sikes, pharmacist, and his son, 
co-owner, Justin Sikes.

“I was completely shocked we were not given 
more time to close up,” said Justin. “Honestly, 
we’ve had problems for years and tried to keep 
the business going for our loyal customers and 
employees.”

Since locating to the old Victoria Theater 
building in 1965, Little Drug Company has 
serviced locals and tourists alike. Inside, 
customers could find an “old-fashioned” soda 
fountain and restaurant, pharmacy services, 
medical supplies for physicians, clinics and 
hospitals and a convenient store. While the 
facade of the building has not changed since it 
was built, it was thoroughly restored in 1991. 
The store also has the distinction of being the 
oldest ongoing independent pharmacy in Volusia 
County.

“I literally grew up here,” recalls Justin. “I’ll 
always remember our amazing customers like 
Shawn Bergeron’s one-liner jokes, Rob Dunning 
sitting at the counter writing poems for his next 
book and Choppy Matthews grabbing a cup of 
joe before work.”

According to another Facebook post, Little 
Drug Company shared a link to a crowdfunding 
campaign started on GoFundMe.com. It says, 
“One of their devoted patrons has even started 
a Go Fund Me account to help cover ‘closing up 
costs.’ This fund will not cover any cost to save 
the company.” At time of print, the fund states 
$2,000 raised of the $75,000 goal.  

Justin explains, “Since the beginning of 2021, 
we have been reorganizing our business debt. 
Unfortunately, this is the best move for our 
business now. It was part of an agreement and 
this is the way it has to be.”

Justin continued, “Prescription drugs are a 
high cost and low to nothing reimbursement from 
the insurance companies. The average person 
pays their $5 copay, but does not realize that 
their drugs actually cost us $1,000. We don’t see 
a full return of that cost and it can take weeks 
to receive from the insurance company. Up to a 
year later, we are charged a Direct and Indirect 
Runermation (DIR) fee that essentially takes 
that profit back. A form of corporate robbery in 
my opinion. It has been a real struggle with this 
issue for years.”

The future of Little Drug Company is it’s 
legacy as a community icon. If you are a 
prescription patient, do not worry. Everything will 
be transferred over to The Medicine Shoppe in 
New Smyrna Beach, Florida, located inside the 
Pappas plaza.

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a member 
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated 
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is  “Loving 
Living at the Beach.”  386-576-7722                       
 #NSBeachLife        @NSBMimi         #NSB

Little Drug Company Legacy: 
A Community Icon

NEWS



ECCurrent.com • January 2022 • East Coast Current   9 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Seen and Heard Around Town NEWS
Line-up for 2022’s Taste of the 24 Culinary Event:  The annual fundraiser is set to take place Saturday, January 29, at Daytona International Speedway during the 60th anniversary 
Rolex 24 At DAYTONA, North America’s most prestigious sports car race. Participating restaurants will serve up sample-sized appetizers, entrees and desserts from their menus. The line-up 
includes: 4 Rivers Smokehouse, 31 Supper Club, Bahama Breeze, Ben & Jerry’s, BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse, Burntwood Tavern, Crabby’s Oceanside, Dave and Buster’s, Daytona’s Original 
First Turn Steakhouse, Donnie’s Donuts, Kale Café, Oil and Vinegar, Rock Bottom Brewery and Restaurant, Sessions Restaurant Hard Rock Hotel, Sloppy Joe’s Daytona Beach, SoNapa Grille, 
Stoked Poke, Texas Roadhouse Port Orange, The Blue Flame, Tiano’s Cuccina Italiana, Tijuana Flats and Treats and Sweets Cakery. Ticket packages for Taste of the 24 are on sale now, including 
a limited number of all-inclusive VIP tickets priced at $160 per person. Ticket options include: 1) VIP ticket option, priced at $160 per person, includes: early entrance to Taste of the 24 at 
5:30 p.m.; a two-day pass to the Rolex 24 At DAYTONA that includes access to the infield, UNOH Fanzone, and general admission frontstretch seating for two exciting days of on and off-
track action; one raffle ticket for a chance to win a Rolex watch; one drink ticket. 2) General Admission, priced at $110 per person, includes: Taste of the 24 admission in the Midway Suites at 
Daytona International Speedway; a two-day pass to the Rolex 24 at DAYTONA that includes access to the infield, UNOH Fanzone, and general admission frontstretch seating for two exciting 
days of on and off-track action; one raffle ticket for a chance to win a Rolex watch.  (386) 310-5710 /  NASCARfoundation.org/Taste24

Foster Care that Keeps Siblings Together:  Neighbor To Family (NTF) Inc. was founded by Gordon Johnson, as a 501(c)3 child welfare agency, where he 
served as President/CEO until his passing in 2015. Headquartered in Daytona Beach, NFT currently serves communities in Florida, Georgia and Maryland. NFT’s 
nationally accredited and evidence-based sibling foster care program places abused and neglected children with their siblings in safe and stable foster homes. 
Their superior performance outcomes are enhanced by their professional foster caregivers. These carefully screened and highly trained individuals have played 
an essential role in working with the more than 14,000 children served by NTF since 1998. Children in NTF care will typically return to their own homes or 
alternative permanent placements in less than nine months (the national average length of stay in care is 22 months). In 2018 NTF served over 1,155 children 
and 366 families in their Sibling Foster Care programs. NTF, through its Family Preservation and Stabilization Programs, served 2,312 children and 1,006 families 
in crisis, allowing them to remain in their homes together when possible. If you are interested in becoming a foster family or donating to this organization visit 
them online. NeighborToFamily.org

The Gnomes of Holly Hill:  You may have heard about the Gnome Tree in Holy Hill. The story goes, Hall, Lee and Hill arrived by boat in 2003 and moved into a large 
oak tree by the Halifax River. As word spread about their arrival, 100s of visitors traveled from all over the world to visit, leaving notes, poems, gifts and asking for good luck. 
The gnomes have received so many items over the years, the Holly Hill Historic Society Museum was willing to set up a display to feature some items left by the fans. Museum 
members and volunteers, Adel Fredenburg and Dean Wiggins, while sorting through the many notes, were moved by the subject matter. They decided to create a book featuring 
the gnomes and their history. The result was a book called, “The Gnomes of Holly Hill.” Ms. Fredenburg, a talented artist, did the artwork and Mr. Wiggins assembled it with 
history, photos, drawings, notes and poems. The book features the actual writings and drawings from children and other visitors. The Gnome Tree is located south of the popular 
Sunrise Park at LPGA Blvd on Riverside Drive by San Robar Drive. Please be quiet as they are very shy and only move when nobody is around, usually at night. The book is 
available on Amazon.com for $14.95 or at the Holly Hill Historic Society Museum for only $10.00 at 1066 Ridgewood Avenue. Free admission.  (386) 252-2339
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Finding Beauty - If you are a young mom at home with 
small kids, you make sure they have playdates with other 
children. Building friendships, trying different activities, 
learning how to share and interact. 

When the kids are gone, we find that making new 
friends for us is a little more difficult. Filling that 
friendship void takes effort.

For as long as I can remember, I haven’t really been 
alone. I was always surrounded by my theatre “family,” 
friends or salon clients. I longed for the day when I lived 
“normally” and didn’t have people filing through my salon/
house for appointments all week. 

Be careful what you wish for. My husband, David, and 
I have worked together for years, but now he’s taken up 
residency at Boren Beauty in Venetian Bay. We moved 
and I didn’t know anyone in our new neighborhood. I 
should have enjoyed some peace and quiet, but instead, I 
hit an all-time low in loneliness and depression. 

One day, as I was sitting at home in my jammies with 
a head cold - you know, the kind where even your hair 
looks sick - the doorbell rang. It was two of my neighbors, 
Cindy Tanzler and Crystal Eshelman. They were handing 
out flyers for our street to have a “Meet your Neighbor” 
get-together. The idea was developed by Cindy and her 
husband, Mike. It was brilliant! 

We all spoke a little about ourselves. David and I 
suggested involvement with the NSB Little Theatre. Now 
a group has formed to attend the upcoming show, The 
Odd Couple. At the second get-together, we had to talk 
for one minute about ourselves. 

I found that so many of our new neighbors moved here 
from other states and had lots of different stories to tell. 
David spoke before me, and I figured he’d go more to the 
theatre talk since he was just cast in “Hello Dolly.” I had 
decided to take the family route, how we met, etc. 

David took my idea (not on purpose), but then… 
everyone looked at me. I blanked. I stood there for a 
moment, feeling fragile and vulnerable. And then I said, 
“I’m lonely.” What? Did that just come out of my mouth? 

I went home and thought about this comment. I’ve lived 
here since 1987. I have lots of great friends. Poor me! 
Life changed and I needed to get with the program and 
change with it or get left behind.  

I forgot how friendships are full of benefits for a 
healthier life. There are too many positives to mention 
today, but you haven’t heard the last from me on this 
topic!

Good friends (and neighbors) are like good health. 
Let’s all get healthier in the New Year!

Playdates for Grown-ups

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. 

FEATURE
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Get The Scoop... NEWS
Volusia County is Searching for Sports Photographers:  Volusia County’s ECHO Gallery Committee invites qualified organizations and individuals to submit a 
proposal for a new exhibition in the ECHO Gallery at the Ocean Center. All works submitted for consideration should depict the art of sports photography within Volusia 
County. The deadline for submission is March 18. The seven-member ECHO Gallery Committee will review submissions and select final works for display. The committee will 
select artwork that collectively represents all regions of the county. Selected works with credits will be displayed for approximately 45 consecutive weeks in the ECHO Gallery. 
Applicants are encouraged to visit and view the ECHO Gallery before submission. The ECHO Gallery, located inside the Daytona Beach Ocean Center, is open from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday and can be accessed by entering the Ocean Center from Auditorium Drive (across from the Peabody Auditorium) or from Earl Street. Thanks to a 
$3 million grant from the voter-approved ECHO program in 2008, the ECHO Gallery was created at the Ocean Center to display local and traveling exhibits and highlight the 
environmental, cultural, heritage and outdoor activities in Volusia County. For more information about the exhibit, contact Cultural Coordinator Robert Redd at (386) 736-5953, 
ext. 15872, or RRedd@Volusia.org.   Volusia.org

Andy Warhol Print Donated to Marine Science Center:  One of Andy Warhol’s limited edition screen prints (pictured) is now on display at the Marine 
Science Center, 100 Lighthouse Drive, Ponce Inlet. Jim Benedict, retired owner of Benedict Advertising and Marketing, has donated “Turtle 360A” to the center on 
behalf of his grandchildren, Harrison, Cameron, Calla, Cael, Brynne, Britton, Scarlett and Behren. The signed print, which is 39 inches wide by 31 inches tall, was recently 
appraised at $41,000. Warhol, who died in 1987, was one of the first artists to break through in the pop art movement. Some of his iconic prints include images of 
Campbell’s Soup, Marilyn Monroe and the Beatles. He created 250 signed prints of Turtle 360A to coincide with the 1985 release of the film, “Turtle Diary.” The image 
is based on a photograph, which was screen printed and illustrated with shades of blues, purples and greens. The print was made available for public viewing beginning 
Dec. 21, 2021. The Marine Science Center, which treats and rehabilitates injured and sick sea turtles and birds, is open from noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Admission is $7 for seniors, $8 for adults, and $5 for children ages 3 to 12. There is no charge for children ages 2 and under. For more 
information about the Marine Science Center, visit:   MarineScienceCenter.com

Library Services to Roll Out New Mobile Tech Lab and Culinary Literacy Programs:  Volusia County Library Services will be gearing up for two new exciting 
programs – a mobile tech lab for school-age children and a series of family culinary literacy labs. The programs are being funded in part by $107,623 in federal grants that got the County 
Council’s nod of approval in December. The idea behind the mobile tech lab is to help counteract the impact of the pandemic on education by providing students with enhanced learning 
opportunities in the so-called STEM disciplines. Under the program, the county’s library staff will use a $31,670 grant and combine it with matching funds and in-kind services to develop 
a technology-based curriculum that will be delivered through a mobile lab that will travel to library branches, schools and community centers throughout the county, with an emphasis on 
low-income neighborhoods. Library Services also will be tapping into a $75,953 federal grant to underwrite a new program called Recipes and Reads - Family Culinary Literacy Labs. The 
labs - six of them in total - will serve up a comprehensive culinary literacy program that will include such things as hands-on demonstrations of food and nutritional literacy; food acquisition 
methods; food handling, hygiene and safety; and consumer cost-saving techniques and meal stretching. The program will include a series of workshops. The culinary labs will be located in the 
county’s six regional library branches in Ormond Beach, Daytona Beach, Port Orange, New Smyrna Beach, DeLand and Deltona. The labs will be mobile and occasionally travel to the other 
community branches, neighborhood and rural branches in the county’s library system for special lab presentations and as outreach tools during community events.  VolusiaLibrary.org
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Y2K
Y2K fashion is back, from low rise pants to trucker hats and platform flip-flops. But really, how low can you go? This trend is on fire with TikTok boasting over 50 million views with 
#LowRiseJeans. Also, it-girls, Hailey Bieber and Bella Hadid, are on this train and they make it look effortless. But don’t sweat it - this trend isn’t for everyone so keep rocking your 
high-waisted pants. I know I will. 

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 
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 rise pants @

zara / leather jacket @
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Stylist • Blog • Photo:  Danielle Napolitano  IG: @DreamWasteland  //  Model: Faith Irving  IG: @faith_irving
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@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com 

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!

330 Canal Street

New Smyrna Beach

386.427.7674

Monday - Saturday

10 AM - 5 PM
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#ECCToldMe NEWS
City of Edgewater Looking Forward to Upcoming EDGEfest Events:  2022 is officially here and the city of Edgewater is making plans for the coming year’s EDGEfest 
event series. A total of eleven EDGEfest events are planned for 2022. EDGEfest is a year round series of events held monthly in the city of Edgewater. Each event includes a variety of 
activities designed to provide something for every member of the family. The EDGEfest event series is funded solely by sponsorships and donations. Each event will include a variety of 
activities designed to provide something for every member of the family. The Special Events team is keeping an eye on the evolving COVID-19 conditions and making contingency plans 
should events need to be modified or postponed. Past events brought to the community by EDGEfest have included the annual holiday parade, trunk or treat events, Fourth of July 
celebrations, Easter egg hunts, back to school parties, the city’s Day on the River, Pet-a-Palooza pet festival and chili cook offs. EDGEfest sponsorship is a fun, economical opportunity 
to showcase your business to area residents and visitors. To learn more about how to become a 2022 sponsor, please call the Special Events team at (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email 
SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org.   CityOfEdgewater.org

Sign Up Now for Annual Chalk it Up! Sidewalk Chalk Art Competition: The Hub on Canal 5th Annual Chalk It Up! Sidewalk Chalk Art Competition will 
be held Saturday, February 26, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. along Canal Street in New Smyrna Beach in conjunction with the Utilities Commission of New Smyrna Beach, the 
Canal Street Historic District, Art Fiesta and the city of New Smyrna Beach. Chalk artists will create chalk masterpieces in 4-foot square spaces on Canal Street sidewalks. 
Professional artists have the option to request a 4 by 8-foot space when registering online. The first 50 registered artists will receive free chalk packs! Sidewalk spaces will 
be assigned on a first registered, first served basis. Pre-registration is free online through 6 p.m., Wednesday, February 23. On-site registration in person is $10 per artist 
and only available 8 - 9 a.m. on the day of the event. On-site registrations will be accepted as sidewalk space allows. Monetary awards will be given in all categories. All 
artists are eligible for prize money. The number of prizes and prize amounts are based on the number of competition entries. The categories include Professional Artist 
(18+); Amateur Adult Artist (18+); Amateur Artists ages 14 to 17, 10 to 13 and 5 to 9, Duo Family Artists (adult and child under 12); and Business. Only chalk and non-oil 
pastels in solid forms may be used for the contest. No other materials such as paint of any kind, markers, Sharpies, ink, Crayons, pencils, etc. are acceptable. Register online: 
HubSignatureEvents.com/Chalk-it-Up

Flocking to the Florida Keys:  Family road trips have made a huge comeback. Not only are neighboring states flocking south by the caravan, Floridians who usually travel abroad 
are vacationing south too in the Florida Keys. Family-friendly Marathon Key and the boat-friendly archipelago of The Lower Keys are both popular destinations. What do Floridians 
do in the Keys? Boat, fish and explore the great outdoors, duh! As Floridians, here are our top “Keybilly” adventures: 1) Sombrero Beach, undoubtedly the best beach in the Florida 
Keys, is a sandy, frolicking coral sweep along the southern belly of Marathon Key. You’ve maybe heard the old adage, “one parrotfish’s poop is another man’s coveted, white sandy 
beach.” If not, it’s true. White coral beaches are essentially made of parrotfish poop. Over the course of a year, a single parrotfish will excrete 500 pounds of coral sand from nibbling 
on reef algae. 2) Another fishy adventure in the form of minnow pedicures awaits at the tidal pool along Crane Point Hammock’s Nature Trail. All fish pedicures are free with paid 
admission to Crane Point Hammock Museum & Preserve, also located on Marathon Key. 3) Picnic Island is a fun boating excursion off the southern tip of Little Torch Key. The tiny 
scrub island is appointed with rope swings and several waypoint totems tacked with homemade markers. Distances signaled are near and far. Lake Worth, Florida lies 147 miles away 
and it’s marker points the same direction as the marker for Silver Lake Chicken Shack, a restaurant located in Michigan. The best way to access Picnic Island is to anchor off the vast 
sand bar to it’s west and enjoy wading in. 4) No trip to the Lower Keys would be complete without an afternoon at the Sugarloaf Jumping Bridge. Though boat traffic is sporadic 
on the canal below, jumpers should proceed with caution. The canal is also ideal for lounging on floats (bring your own) or tanning on surrounding rock ledges. Explore more at:  
Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
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386.427.2903   •   RiverparkTerrace.com   •   302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168

Follow Us On Social Media 
For Events & Specials 

Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or 
indoors in an intimate setting. 

 BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS

Enjoy Local Live Music While You Dine
Tuesday - Sunday

Tuesday - Thursday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm 

Friday - Saturday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Sunday Hours:
Brunch 11am-3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm

Closed Monday
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OrmondBeachMainStreet.com

OrmondBeachMainStreet.com/GranadaGrandArtFest

2022

Delight your sens in Historic Ormond Beach

MARCH 6

buytickets.at/ormondbeachmainstreet
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Jesse Turnipseed
Assistant Vice President 
Financial Advisor

386.274.3023 
jesse.turnipseed@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
1616 Concierge Boulevard 
Suite 201 
Daytona Beach, FL 32117

At Merrill, we’ll help you get ready for the future with  
a financial approach that’s designed for you.

Our goal is to help you pursue 
yours. It’s that simple.

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) 
makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided 
by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a 
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Investment products:

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value

The Bull Symbol and Merrill are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
© 2021 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 
MAP3494744 | AD-12-21-0110 | 470948PM-0421 | 12/2021

378 S. ATLANTIC AVENUE  | ORMOND BEACH, FL 32176
Each office is independently owned and operated.

980-213-7787
wisebeachhomes@gmail.com
BeachGirlHomes.com

ALLYSON WISE-BIRD
REALTOR®
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 FRI - SUN
 JAN 14 - 16

$5 admission/carload features 16 of 
Central FL’s top boat dealers representing 
more than 80 manufacturers w/ a wide 
variety of boats.

Daytona Beach Boat Show

Daytona International Speedway

 SAT @ 1 - 4 PM
 JAN 15

Sample the offerings of area 
restaurants & caterers! $25 for 
a taste at each booth. $10 for 
kids ages 5 - 12.

Taste of DeLand

W. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 SAT @ 6 - 10 PM
 JAN 29

The most unique dining event of the year 
with non-stop racing, entertainment and 
food from the area’s finest restaurants.
NascarFoundation.org

29
Taste of the 24

Daytona International Speedway

 SUN @ 12 - 5 PM
 JAN 30

$15 chowder tasting passports at 
NSBchowder2022.EventBrite.com to 
sample and vote for the “Best at the 
Beach!” 

NSB Chowder Challenge

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @10 AM - 4 PM
 FEB 5

Free admission and free pampering 
including manicures, makeovers and 
door prizes, plus shopping. Tickets at 
DaytonaWomen.eventbrite.com

Daytona Beach Women’s Day

Ocean Center, Daytona

 JAN 5 - 29

Clare Radigan “uses the medium of 
paint to capture significant moments 
in an environment that is changing.” 
Opening reception Jan. 8, 10 AM - 7 PM

Flowing through the Anthropocene

Jane’s Art Center, 199 Downing St., NSB

 JAN 1 - 31

Get a jump start on beautiful 
skin this year with The Med 
Spa of NSB’s January Specials!

Specials @ The Med Spa

The Med Spa of NSB

 SAT @ 10 - 4 PM
 FEB 5 

A free festival of all things art, from 
visual artists and art demonstrations 
to musical performances and hands-
on activities for the whole family.

5
Granada Grand

New Britain Avenue, Ormond

 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 JAN 8 / FEB 5

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery stops 
featuring over 100 artists. Most of 
the artwork is handcrafted by local 
fine artists.

Ormond Art Walk

Ormond Mainstreet - Granada

 SUN @ 1 - 4 PM
 JAN 9

The Athens Theatre invites you to a 
community celebration as they wind 
the clocks back to 1922 and celebrate 
the Athens Theatre’s 100th Birthday!

Athens 100 Year Anniversary

Athens Theatre, DeLand

 SUN @ 1 - 5 PM
 JAN 9

Enjoy Latin music, food trucks 
and vendors. This event is FREE 
to attend.

9
Three Kings Festival

The Center at Deltona

 FIND SHOWTIMES ONLINE 
 JAN 6 - 23

This hilarious comedy finds newly 
divorced Felix, the neurotic neat freak 
who writes for the news, moving in with 
pal Oscar, the slovenly sportswriter.

The Odd Couple

The Little Theatre, NSB

 FRI @ 6 PM
 JAN 7 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and 
enjoy a FREE screening of popular 
movies. January movie: Cruella 

7
Movies on the Halifax

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 FRI - SUN 
 JAN 7 - 9 

Off-Road MX, Dirt Track, and 
a full slate of vintage and 
modern Road and Off Road 
racing will be featured. 

MotoFest 

Daytona International Speedway

 SAT @ 4 - 8 PM
 JAN 8 / FEB 12

Downtown NSB becomes home 
to street rods and antique cars 
with food, fun and music. FREE 
admission.

Canal Cruise

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
 JAN 29 

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $30.

Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT - SUN @ 9 AM - 5 PM
 JAN 22 - 23

$8 admission for manatee viewing, 
music/dancing, kids’ zone, arts and 
crafts vendors and environmental 
education displays.

Manatee Festival

Valentine Park, Orange City

 FRI - SUN @ 8 AM - 5 PM
 JAN 21 - 23

A car, truck and hot rod show 
featuring custom cars, parts 
vendors, clothing, food and 
more. $20 weekend wristbands.

Eastbound Getdown

Destination Daytona, Ormond

 FIND SHOWTIMES ONLINE 
 JAN 21 - FEB 13

This fairy tale adventure is 
perfect for the smallest theater 
goers and their entire families 
and friends.

Shrek the Musical

Athens Theatre, DeLand

 THU @ 7 PM
 JAN 27

With superlative vocals and musicianship, 
dynamic enthusiasm and a genuine love 
of the music they perform, The Bronx 
Wanderers recreate the magic of an era.

The Bronx Wanderers

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

 THU - SAT
 JAN 6 - 8

$10 admission for an “all
things books” weekend plus
community film festival
featuring short films.

F.R.E.S.H. Community Festival

Peabody Auditorium, Daytona

 THU @ 5 - 9 PM
 JAN 20 / FEB 17 

Canal St. will have expanded 
streetside dining, vendors, special 
hours for businesses, kid’s zone, and 
specialty food vendors.

Canal Street Nights

Canal Street, NSB

 FRI @ 5 - 9 PM
 JAN 21 / FEB 18 

Enjoy some of the area’s best food trucks 
and have fun with free entertainment 
including bounce houses, games, music 
and giveaways. Bring your lawn chairs!

21
Riverwalk Food Truck Rally

Riverwalk Park, Port Orange

 SAT @ 9 AM - 2 PM
 FEB 5 

Stop by local business booths with
100s of vendors showcasing their
offerings!

Home Show and Business Expo

Canal Street, NSB

8
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days

FAMILY OWNED FOR 60 YEARS

280 South Yonge Street Ormond Beach
386.672.0100

www.ShopKalin.com

We Make Your House
A Home.

Receive complimentary design
help from our associates, no matter

the size of the project.
Call or stop in today!
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 SAT @ 12 PM
 FEB 12

Watch as historic race cars make 
another loop around the famous 
NASCAR beach/road course, plus 
speakers and meet & greet.

Legends Beach Parade

North Turn, Ponce Inlet

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 JAN 8 

Free business trade show 
and networking event of local 
businesses, restaurants, products 
and services.

8
Better Life Business Expo

Shores Community Center, DB Shores

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 JAN 8 / FEB 5

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk 
features solo/group exhibitions, 
artist talks.

8
Art Stroll and Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB

 SUN @ 4 - 9 PM
 JAN 16 

Participants can enjoy tasting 
different sauces for $20 with All 
You Can Eat pasta, garlic bread, 
salad, and first drink. 

Boss of the Sauce Competition

Beachside Tavern, NSB

 FRI - SUN
 JAN 28 - 30

Fine art, live music, demos, food 
trucks, spirit garden, student art 
exhibit, and a creative education 
tent with hands-on art projects.

IMAGES: Festival of the Arts

Canal St./Riverside Dr., NSB

 WED - SUN
 FEB 16 - 20

This officially kicks off the NASCAR 
season with an actionpacked 
schedule of races across several 
different racing series.

Speedweeks

Daytona International Speedway

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 JAN 8 / FEB 5

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT - SUN
 JAN 15 - 16

Visit SharkBiteHalf.com to sign 
up for a series of evening and 
moring 5Ks and half marathons 
through NSB.

Shark Bite 5K Racing Weekend

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
 JAN 15 / FEB 19

Classic cars and hot rods line 
the avenue with live DJ music, 
giveaways, shopping and dining 
specials.

Cruise Downtown DeLand

E. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 FRI @ 6:10 PM
 JAN 28

$30 to register for the annual 
nighttime race. Visit 
RaceSmith.com for details and 
registration.

Light the Night 5K

W. Pine Ave. (trail entrance), NSB

 THU - SUN
 JAN 27 - 30

Tickets are limited to this unique 
24-hour endurance race, plus a full 
weekend of other races -
DaytonaInternationalSpeedway.com

Rolex 24 Weekend

Daytona International Speedway

 SAT @ 12 - 7 PM 
 FEB 12

This multi-cultural festival will 
immerse you in cool jazz, soul, 
gospel, and the blues across various 
venues.

Thin Man Watts Jazz Fest

Downtown DeLand
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Orlando and the surrounding areas have no shortage of 
things for tourists and locals to explore. In fact, it can be pretty 
overwhelming when deciding what park to visit, where to dine 
and what to do in between to maximize your vacation, or 
staycation. Given its close proximity, Orlando loves to flock to 
our beaches, and in turn, Volusians spend just as much time in 
the central Florida area at major attractions. 

One of the most stressful parts about being on vacation is, 
well… being on vacation. Planning and the hustle of getting 
from place to place usually falls on one person’s shoulders (I’m 
looking at you, fellow moms) and the stress of it all can be very 
taxing. The exhaustion of visiting theme parks and more can 
make you second-guess your entire visit. There are, however, 
plenty of things you can do to actually relax and take a break 
during your time away! 

Winter Park Scenic Boat Tour is just 10 minutes outside of 
downtown Orlando, but it feels like a world away. This one-
hour lake and canal cruise is the ideal way to relax, where the 
only thing you have to do is sit back and enjoy the scenery. 
Whether you’re looking for a break from your trip, or a quick 
afternoon getaway before dinner downtown, this tour is lauded 
by Floridians as a “must do” in central Florida. Plus, it’s a great, 

cost-conscious, activity to have on-hand when you have visitors 
in town.

After the annual chaos of the holidays, this experience was 
a welcome pause for our family. It was so relaxing, in fact, that 
Avery fell asleep about halfway through and caught up on her 
rest after the non-stop holiday cheer. Scott and I were able to 
take in the sights through three of the area’s chain of six lakes, 
including Lake Osceola, Lake Virginia and, the largest, Lake 
Maitland. 

The lakes are connected through a series of Venetian-style 
canals that have been around since the 1800s, earning the area 
the title of “Venice of America.” These narrow canals bursting 
with foliage are popular spots for boaters and paddleboarders, 
and offer beautiful scenery as you lazily glide through on your 
tour. Traversing the canals feels a bit like Jurassic Park mixed 
with Old Florida, giving you the feeling of floating back to a 
different time. First sailing in 1938, this is Florida’s longest 
running attraction and is open 364 days a year, only docking for 
Christmas day.  

Our tour started just across the lake from historic Rollins 
College, Florida’s oldest post-secondary institution established 

Winter Park Scenic Boat Tour
Come Sail Away Photos by Kelsey Walters

Place a Coupon ad 
here for only $50 a month! 

Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info. 

Get Noticed! 

If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org

TRAVEL
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in 1885. From the water we had the chance to see various areas 
of the college from a unique perspective, as well as several other 
historic homes and unique architecture. Quite a few homes in the 
affluent lakeside communities are designed by famed Winter Park 
architect, James Gamble Rogers II.

The company’s fleet of six pontoon boats can hold up to 18 
passengers each, but they tend to fill up quickly on weekends so 
I recommend arriving about 30 minutes early for your sail time 
to ensure a ticket. Tours leave every hour on the hour so don’t 
stress if you miss a time. They sail each hour from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and tickets must be purchased on-site – no presales or 
online tickets are available (do call ahead to schedule though if 
you have a large group). 

The knowledgeable tour guides know this area like the back of 
their hands. Some of the skippers are living out their retirement 
years cruising the pontoon boats and couldn’t be happier. One 
tour guide, named Charlie, became well-known for taking his 
family out on the lake each year to decorate one of the lone 
cypress trees that stood on its own in the middle of the water. 
They would hang baubles and ornaments from the branches each 
year around Christmas, then return the next year to spruce it up 
and add more, leaving it decorated year-round. 

Sadly, Charlie passed away a few years ago, but the beloved 
tradition lives on with the tour guides boating out each year to 
redecorate the tree (pictured right) for him each year. Lovingly 
dubbed “Charlie Brown’s Christmas Tree,” this was one of our 
favorite sights on the tour.  

Whether you need a break from a hectic vacation or just from 
life in general, this relaxing tour really should be on your list of 
“top things to do in Florida.” 

WINTER PARK SCENIC BOAT TOUR
312 East Morse Blvd., Winter Park 32789
(407) 644-4056
ScenicBoatTours.com
FB: Winter Park Scenic Boat Tour
Insta: @WinterPark_ScenicBoatTour
Mon - Sun: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tickets: $16/adult; $8/child (2 - 11); under 2 free
*All children 6 and under required to wear provided life vest.

Kelsey Walters is the publisher 
and one of the co-owners 
of East Coast Current, a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of five years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 3-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi and Bluey. 
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INSIDE LOOK:  OCEARCH.org

ABOUT
OCEARCH is a global nonprofit organization conducting unprecedented 
research on our oceans’ giants in order to help scientists collect 
previously unattainable data in the ocean. Their mission is to accelerate 
the oceans’ return to balance and abundance through fearless 
innovations and critical scientific research, education, outreach and 
policy, using unique collaborations of individuals and organizations in the 
US and abroad.

COLLABORATIVE, INCLUSIVE AND OPEN-SOURCED
OCEARCH conducts research expeditions aboard the M/V OCEARCH, 
which serves as an at-sea laboratory. The M/V OCEARCH contains a 
75,000-pound capacity hydraulic platform designed to safely lift marine 
animals out of the ocean for access by a multi-disciplined research team.

Animals are caught from tenders, using handlines, and are guided by 

hand in the water on and off the lift. The animals are then brought to 
the submerged platform of the M/V OCEARCH vessel and the platform 
is raised. Once the animals are restrained and hoses of water have 
been set to enable a continuous flow of fresh seawater over the gills, 
the science team, made up of researchers and veterinarians, begins its 
process. Tags such as SPOT, acoustic, and accelerometer are attached, 
morphometrics are recorded, and samples, such as blood and tissue, are 
collected.

OCEARCH has carefully crafted its procedures to minimize stress 
and risk to the sharks during research expeditions. From the capture 
to the release, the tagging, handling and sampling procedures follow 
established protocols by Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees 
(IACUC) of participating institutions.

The efficiency of this collaborative method greatly speeds up the process 

of researchers being able to publish their work. Studies published 
in academic journals are essential to guiding responsible ocean 
management policies. OCEARCH has been cited in 75 published studies 
so far with many more on the way.

2021 EXPEDITION BRIEF
OCEARCH returns to Atlantic Canada for the 4th year to embark on 
their 42nd Ocean Research Expedition in the waters off of Nova Scotia. 
After tagging 73 total white sharks in their Northwest Atlantic White 
Shark study, 26 of which were tagged off of Nova Scotia, OCEARCH 
has helped unveil this region as a vital hotspot for the Northwest Atlantic 
white shark.  

Alongside 42 collaborators from 29 organizations, Expedition Nova 
Scotia 2021 will increase the study’s sample size and collect data 
for 24 different science projects which will help form a complete 

OCEARCH.org   |   facebook.com/ facebook.com/OCEARCH  |   Instagram: @OCEARCH

“With its innovative, inclusive and open-access philosophy for science, OCEARCH is breaking through old, bad habits of 
scientific territoriality and the plotting pace of academic research. The result is a revolution in our approach to contemporary 

science, providing urgently needed applications for conservation, resource management, education and public safety.” 
- Dr. Robert Hueter, OCEARCH Chief Scientist 

Screenshot taken on December 28, 2021



ECCurrent.com • January 2022 • East Coast Current   29 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

picture of the life and health of the white shark in the Northwest Atlantic 
Ocean. OCEARCH’s Northwest Atlantic White Shark Study is the most 
comprehensive study of white sharks in the world.

SAMPLES
What type of samples do you collect from sharks?
Sharks are measured and sexed. Samples such as tissue, blood, fin clips, 
bacteria, sperm and parasites are collected.

Does your method of collecting samples alter their behavior?
Data from the accelerometers show that the animals recover and start 
swimming strongly within 2 to 4 hours after release. Data from the Global 
Shark Tracker provides strong evidence that the animals tagged using this 
method show long-term survival and long-distance migrations indicative of 
normal function and reproductive cycles.

What type of studies do you run from the samples?
Many studies are run using the samples collected, including the assessment 
of the reproductive condition, reproductive cycle, genetic analysis, diet using 
stable isotopes and fatty acids, gestation period, inorganic and organic 
contaminant loads, the fecundity of white sharks in the Atlantic Ocean, 
studying parasite species presence, abundance, and infection sites in white 
sharks.

Does the tagging installation cause pain?
While this tagging method, which has been used on sharks and other 
species for over a half century may cause some level of brief discomfort, 
there is no evidence that it impacts their behavior or survival post-release.

HOW DONATIONS ARE USED
The funds received go directly to initiatives that support their mission, such 
as the multi-disciplined research expeditions, OCEARCH Tracker and STEM 
Learning program. Their goal is to assure that the donations they receive 
are used to make a difference in the ocean space. OCEARCH is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization, meaning all or a portion of your donation may 
be tax-deductible. For questions or more information, please email them at 
info@ocearch.org. 

TRACKER
Why do some sharks have more pings than others on the tracker?
Sharks each have their own habits in terms of how much time they spend 

at the surface. For example, depth data from Mary Lee’s accelerometer 
showed she spent about 8.62 minutes per hour near the surface in the first 
few hours after release. Genie spent 0.45 min/hr near the surface, and Lydia 
spent 4.85 min/hr near the surface. That behavior held up over time - if you 
look at the Tracker you can see Mary Lee’s significant surface time (where 
satellites could pick up her transmitter) versus Genie who spends far less 
time on the surface.

How long does a shark need to surface in order to get a ping?
The SPOT tag wet/dry switch needs to be dry for a minimum of 90 seconds 
during which 3 consecutive pings must occur to get an accurate geo-
position.

EDUCATION
OCEARCH STEM Curriculum
OCEARCH curriculum engages students in challenging topics using 
the OCEARCH Tracker and real-time data collected by OCEARCH’s 
collaborative researchers. Students learn alongside global scientists and 
become a part of groundbreaking research on sharks and other marine 
animals. By connecting students to real science, OCEARCH and Landry’s, 
Inc. hopes to inspire and enable students to pursue STEM careers.

How was the OCEARCH STEM curriculum created?
While on expedition in Florida, the OCEARCH team met a teacher who 
was incorporating the OCEARCH Tracker in her lesson plans to teach her 
students about math and science. Inspired by her and the possibility to 
reach thousands of students, OCEARCH partnered with a Landry’s, Inc. 
team of program writers with a focus on 6 through 8 grade students for the 
initial phase, preparing a physics lesson based on shark movement, which 
covered topics such as acceleration, force and velocity. This inspired the 
creation of an entire K-12 STEM Curriculum, with lessons in physics, math, 
biology, chemistry, oceanography, social 
sciences and geography.

OCEARCH.org

*All photos & info provided by 
OCEARCH.org

FEATURE
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Going into every new year we all start off on 
a positive note. The way I start is how I “try” to 
finish the year. It sets the tone for the months 
ahead. I’ve noticed that sometimes we get 
caught up in things that carried over from last 
year. I’ve found that if I let it go, the benefit is 
greater than what I was trying to hold on to. 
Here are five things to help you along the way 
this year.

1. If someone owes you money, don’t sweat 
it. Take it as a lesson learned. 

If by chance I have to loan out money, I try 
not to expect it back. Sometimes friends don’t 
have it to give back, so I understand that. 
However, if I then see that same person out 
spending money, it really irritates me. I look 
at my support system in the community and 
value what others gave to me instead of what 
someone didn’t do in return for my kindness.

2. If you were played (or lied to) by someone 
in your life, let it go. Consider these people 
to be amazing teachers.

These are the best lessons. When friends or 
family say something that’s not true and lead 
you down a path that you may not travel, simply 
take the lesson and next time be careful about 
letting them lead. But on the other hand, be 
aware not to put others in that same category. 
Give them a chance to not be grouped into the 
faults of others.

3. If someone is angry with you, but refuses 
to communicate about what’s bothering 
them, release them from your thoughts. No 
one will win. 

These past two years have been very 
stressful for everyone. I got into many 
confrontations with family and friends 
attempting to set boundaries, which most 
people don’t like. For me, it is one of the most 
important things I can have in place. Time heals 
almost everything, but you can’t surrender your 
energy and time worrying about someone being 
mad. Just tell them, “Guess what? You won, 
you’re right,” and carry on with your life.

4. If you’re not speaking to someone 
anymore, it’s cool. Not everyone sticks 
around forever.

I had a tough time with my sister this year. 
We haven’t had a conversation with each 
other since April. And that’s ok. People need 
space to get their thoughts together. I have 
nothing but love for her and wish her the best 
life ever. I’ve learned to still love people even 
when they don’t want to be loved. People can 
only meet you as deeply as they are willing 
to meet themselves. That takes growth. Make 
sure you plant great seeds in the heat of your 
conversations, so when you’re not around, 
they can hear your words of wisdom in their 
thoughts.

5. If you feel like you wronged someone, 
humbly apologize and ask for forgiveness.  

This life is too short. Apologies are a 
regretful acknowledgment of an offense or 
failure. Even if I don’t know what I did to hurt 
that person, I still apologize. I may not be 
aware of the offense or their expectations 
that I didn’t meet. To forgive is a, “conscious, 
deliberate decision to release feelings of 
resentment or vengeance towards a person 
or group who has harmed you, regardless 
of whether they actually deserve your 
forgiveness.” After you’ve talked through what 
happened, talk about expectations for the 
future.

In honor of emotional, spiritual, financial and 
physical growth, I surrender all pent up anger, 
grudges, unproductive and toxic people from 
my life and valued conversations.

Shy Morris is a native to NSB for 
four generations, and a lover of all 
things  positive. Her art has carried 
her around the world and her award 
winning STEAAM curriculum  has 
inspired  and empowered 1000s of 
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves 
everything community and loves 
to see kids thriving with high self 
esteem, great values and ready to be 
productive citizens.

A Fresh Outlook in 2022

CONVO

Contact the Early Learning Coalition today to complete a
FREE developmental screening for your birth to 8-year-old!

Call us today!
386-323-2400    cburns@elcfv.org

www.helpmegrowvfc.org

Developmental Milestones

Community Resources

Referrals if additional 
 needed services

Follow Up

One-on-one assistance
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Afloat and taxiing toward the shore invoked 
the aura of being on an adventure that made 
the anticipation all the more thrilling. I felt 
the power and the thrust of the two Pratt 
& Whitney engines as Peter throttled the 
seaplane through the water; the floats at 
each end of the wings kept us from capsizing. 
There was a slow grind as the V-shaped hull 
came to a stop on the sandy bottom. Peter 
shut the engines down, disappeared under 
the cockpit, reappeared through a hatch 
atop the nose of the plane, and threw out an 
anchor. 

Seconds later, with backpacks on, we 
squirmed our way into the cockpit, down 
into the nose of the plane, up through the 
hatch and outside, where we jumped down 
into ankle-deep surf and made our way to 
the snow-white beach. The large nose of the 
Albatross stared back at me like the bow of 
a pirate ship. The crackling of the exhausts 
could be heard with the mild odor of burnt 
gas and oil as the hot engines cooled. It was 
forever framed inside my skull in a mental 
filing cabinet under “memorable moments.” 

“What do you think?” Peter asked, elated. 
“Absolutely beautiful!” 

He was right. There was no one in sight 
and the flat, long beach lay before us like 
a perfect untouched paradise. This was yet 
another postcard moment for this young 
pirate. Paradise never looked so good as we 
three friends stood with cock-a-hoop smiles 
across our faces at our tropical success. 

Peter helped set up our campsite nestled 
within a spot of leaning palm trees. Small 
rocks made a fire pit and driftwood provided 

hangers for clothing and towels. Our empty 
backpacks hung from a palm tree, waiting for 
the next adventure. 

“Well, I have to get going,” Peter said. 
“Gotta get the bird back to base before 
anyone asks too many questions.” 

“We understand,” my uncle declared.

“The good ol’ days are dying. A plane 
drops off the radar for too long and people 
get anxious.”

“No worries,” my uncle and I replied. 

“See you in a week or two,” Peter insisted. 

Peter shook our hands and disappeared 
inside the seaplane, the hatch closed, and 
then the whine of the starters got the engines 
roaring. We watched as the big bird broke 
through the surf and eventually took off, 
leaving a rooster tail behind. 

Once again, I found myself standing on a 
sliver of Eden.

 Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions… 

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on six years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATURE
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Ponce Inlet January Tide Chart WAVE

PREMIER MARINE UNDERWATER SERVICES 
386.210.0068 • PremierMarineDetailing.com

Sponsored By:Sponsored By:
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SPOTTED AROUND TOWN - VOLUSIA COUNTY

On December 18, Edgewater Councilwoman Megan 
O’Keefe attended the Wreaths Across America 
ceremony at Edgewater New Smyrna Cemetery.  Part 
of a national event, Wreaths Across America lays 
wreaths on veteran graves each Christmas at over 2,500 
cemeteries. 

One Daytona teamed up with ArtHaus Foundation to 
provide a free Santa letter writing booth to children 
every Saturday of December at the annual Wonderland 
at One Daytona event. ArtHaus is a non-profit student 
art gallery with monthly displays of local young artists’ 
work and offers art classes to students of all ages.

Volusia County Beaches are so grateful for the staff and friends who graciously donated 
many toys so that they could spread the joy and kindness to kids in need this holiday 
season! They also thank the Guardian Ad Litem for caring so much about the children. 
Photo: Volusia County Beaches

New Smyrna Beach city commissioners joined up with 
Senator Tom Wright and Florida Inland Navigation District 
(FIND) Volusia County Commissioner Buddy Davenport 
on December 15 to commemorate FIND’s contribution 
of $300,000 toward construction of the new fishing pier at 
Buena Vista Park. Photo: City of NSB

Daytona Beach has been hungry to welcome Restaurant 
Depot Express to the area, which had its grand opening 
December 17. This family-owned business has more 
than 130 stores across 30 states. Restaurant Depot is a 
wholesale cash and carry food service supplier where 
you’ll find quality products at low prices. 
Photo: City of Daytona Beach Government

On December 7, the AdventHealth New Smyrna Beach Auxiliary presented the 
AdventHealth NSB foundation with $30,000 towards the oncology department 
renovation.

On December 22, Port Orange Mayor Don Burnette visited 1410 Breaks Way to congratulate the winners of Light Up Port Orange’s Best of the 
Best category. The Riverside Cheermeisters and their popular display were also last year’s winners, and are celebrating the addition of a new family 
member this year. Photo: Port Orange Parks and Recreation
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 WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO!

New Smyrna Beach local, Belinda Anderson 
documents her sunset catch with a quick pic. The 
Anderson Family, like many Floridian families who 
resurrected the family road trip this past year, 
headed south for a holiday vacation in the Florida 
Keys. Find out where the locals go at 
Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB.

Congratulations to Flagler Tavern for taking first 
place in this year’s Grilled Cheese Challenge on 
December 28 along Flagler Avenue in NSB! 

The featured dog of the month at Edgewater Animal 
Shelter this January is Charlie! Charlie is three years 
old and loves kids and other dogs. His adoption fee is 
already paid by a donor and he is fully vetted, neutered 
and microchipped. All he needs is the perfect family 
to join! The shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree 
Drive.  Apply to adopt Charlie or any pet online at 
EdgewaterAnimalShelter.org.

The Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce held their annual Chamber Golf Classic 
tournament on December 10 at Sugar Mill Country Club in New Smyrna Beach. 
Congratulations to this year’s winners, GoJuice! Photo: SEV Chamber of Commerce

Local wildlife photographer, Shelley Lynch, was photographing a playful pod 
of dolphins on December 12 in NSB when they decided to catch a ride on 
a wave right next to a very surprised local surfer. Find more of Shelley’s 
impressive work at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

After taking 2020 off due to COVID-19, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus were back this Christmas in Port Orange events and 
neighborhoods like Leisure Villas offering free sleigh rides to 
residents to view lights and sing carols. Santa and Mrs. Claus also 
collected toy and monetary donations for Operation Changing 
Lives. Mrs. Claus and Santa are pictured here giving 3-year-old 
Avery Walters a sleigh ride.  

This year’s grand champion of the annual Edgewater Christmas Parade on December 11 was Wilkie’s Pest Control with their “Wilkie 
Wonka” themed float. Each year they encourage residents to make signs asking for a Wilkie Wonka Bar, as they pass during the 
parade, the signs are collected and chocolate bars with prizes in them are handed out to participating children. 
Photo: Scotty Sudkis for the City of Edgewater 
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POWERED BY:POWERED BY:  WAVE

Fishing GuideFishing Guide  
All Text & Photos Provided by All Text & Photos Provided by 
Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupatPatrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
Well, winter is here but it seems more like early fall conditions and the fishing has been a 

bit slower than last year at this time. The schools of redfish, trout and snook have yet to show. 
Although the water clarity is looking very nice, we should start seeing schooled up fish as soon 
as we get a legit cold front.

I recently took a few groms out back into the backwaters and lil’ ripper/angler, Ethan 
Harbinson (@EthanHarbinson, pictured top right) scored some fun catching a nice trout among 
other species. My brother in-law, Max Bressan (@_maxbressan, pictured below), has had the 
fishing itch and had a lovely sight cast on this fun little redfish in the backwater creeks. 

We have been utilizing all sorts of baits from live shrimp, Nasty Strike Baits and any soft 
paddle tails. All of these baits have been super solid and giving us tight lines.

I scored this nice redfish (pictured bottom right) at my childhood spot just north of my home 
in Bethune utilizing a large live shrimp. The redfish and snook really like the live shrimp and 
hooking them in the tail gives the bait the best look for a tight line.

Moving forward, I hope we get some colder weather to ensure the schooling fish and a chance 
to catch the bigger-sized trout in the backwater holes.

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JANUARY:  1 - 4, 15 - 19, 30 - 31BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JANUARY:  1 - 4, 15 - 19, 30 - 31
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!







giving backgiving back
to our community!to our community!

Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week 
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!




