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A Double-breasted Cormorant, Phalacrocorax auritus, rests on a tree stump in the
Rainbow River in Dunnellon, Florida. This image was taken by prized photographer
and author, Michael Patrick O’Neill, and is available as a premium quality aluminum
print ready to hang. Check out more of his work online. www.mpostock.com

Advertising Inquiries: Carol Court 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com
Submit events & press releases for consideration to: ECCurrentInfo@gmail.com
Publisher, Kelsey Walters 386.383.1336 • eccurrentinfo@gmail.com
Editor, Tiffany Evers 386.314.8583 • eccurrenteditor@gmail.com
Director of Sales, Carol Court 407.484.3207 • eccurrentsales@gmail.com

ECC
TEAM

shop Shirts, Hats, sticKerS
& much More!
follow uS on social Media!

@screaminsunshine

@screamin_sun

screaminsunshine

Shop online at www.screaminsunshine.com or visit the lobby at
Pools By Bradley 151 Wildwood Dr • New Smyrna Beach (Mon-Fri • 8-4pm)
@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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FITNESS CENTER/GYM
PROBODIES PERFORMANCE
1230 North US 1 Highway, Ormond Beach
(386) 676-2377
ProBodies-Performance.business.site
FB: ProBodies // Insta: @ProBodies_
Performance
Mon - Thu: 5:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Fri: 5:30 a.m.
- 7 p.m. Sat: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.; closed Sun

CHICKEN MARSALA - MARIO’S RESTAURANT

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

DAHLIA MEXICAN KITCHEN

1808 W International Speedway Blvd, unit 405,
Daytona Beach
(386) 238-9662 // DahliaMexicanKitchen.com
FB: @DahliaDaytona// Insta: @DahliaDaytona

Mon - Sun: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

SEAFOOD MARKET - KING’S SEAFOOD

521 S Yonge St, Ormond Beach

5999 S Ridgewood Ave, Port Orange

(386) 677-2711

(386) 756-7833 // Kings-Seafood.com

MariosOrmondBeach.com
FB: @Marios1956
Mon - Fri: 4:30 - 9 p.m.

FB: @KingsSeafoodPortOrange
Insta: @Kings_Seafood_FishMarket
Mon - Sat: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sun: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sat - Sun: 4:30 - 10 p.m.

SPOT FOR CRAFT BEER - TOMOKA BREWING

COMPANY

4647 S Clyde Morris Blvd, Port Orange
(386) 256-4979 // TomokaBrewingCo.com
FB: @TomokaBrewingCo
Insta: @TomokaBrewingCo
Mon - Thu: 2 - 9 p.m.; Fri - Sat: 12 - 10 p.m.
Sun: 12 - 8:30 p.m.

BRUNCH - TO BETTER DAYS WINE BAR &

BISTRO

197 N Yonge St, Ormond Beach 32174
(386) 676-5181
FB: @ToBetterDaysWineBarAndBistro
Closed Monday; Tue - Fri: 4 - 9 p.m.
Sat - Sun: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
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NATURAL SPRINGS - JUNIPER SPRINGS
26701 SR-40, Fort McCoy 34488
Located in the Ocala National Forest
(352) 625-3147
$7/person weekdays, $10/person
weekends - Camping and rentals available
Mon - Sun: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

VEGAN/VEGETARIAN - KALE CAFE
116 N Beach St, Daytona Beach 32114
(386) 872-5097 // KaleCafeJuiceBar.com
FB: @TheKaleCafe // Insta: @
KaleCafeDaytona
Tue - Sat: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sun: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Closed Mon

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

NOW OPEN on Flagler Avenue: Shades of New Smyrna Beach
380 Flagler Ave. NSB 32169 in the Colony Courtyard • (386) 402-4141 • Sun - Thurs: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. | Fri & Sat: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

facebook.com/ Shades-of-New-Smyrna-Beach | Instagram: @shadesofnsb

Q & A WITH MARY FRANCES STAGE, OWNER
Q: WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO OPEN SHADES
OF NSB?

Q: WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO VOLUSIA
COUNTY?

A: I have always wanted to own a boutique along
Flagler Avenue. So, I spent some time visiting
the shops and businesses from the river to the
ocean. I wanted to see what kind of shop I could
open that would add to the shopping experience.
I decided on specialty sunglasses, and here we
are!

A: I am from Winter Park, but like many from
that area I grew up surfing here. When my kids
were little, I did the same thing and we would
spend weekends and holidays here. I always
told them that one day we would all move here
permanently. And that’s exactly what we did five
years ago! Now, my son and grandkids all live
here as well.

Our goal is
to match you
with a perfect
pair of quality
shades.

Q: WHAT SETS YOU APART FROM OTHER
SHOPS IN OUR AREA?
A: I would say that customer service is what
really sets us apart. It isn’t just about selling you
a pair of sunglasses. Our goal is to match you
with a perfect pair of quality shades. Our entire
shop is dedicated to bringing you all the top
names and newest styles available in eyewear.
And as a Floridian, I can tell you that sunglasses
are one of the most important accessories to
have on you at all times. We can help you protect
your eyes in style. As I alway say, “Shades are
sunscreen for your eyes.”

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Q: WHAT BRANDS ARE YOU EXCITED TO
SHOWCASE AT YOUR SHOP?
A: We carry quality brands such as Costa,
Oakley, Ray-Ban, Maui Jim, Gucci, Alexander
McQueen and much more. The inventory is
always updating and we are open every day.
If you can’t make it in during normal business
hours, personal appointments are available.
Just give us a call and we will make the
arrangements.

Tiffany Evers is the editor and
co-owner of East Coast Current
magazine. In 2014 she was recognized
by Editor & Publisher Magazine as
one of the “25 Under 35” innovators
in the newspaper industry. In 2016 she
was elected to the Board of Directors
for the Southeast Volusia Chamber of
Commerce. Follow her @eccprint
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NEWS

Managing Rising Sea Levels &
Erosion in Volusia County

Coastal Volusia County residents can expect
an annual nor’easter usually arriving in the
month of November. According to the National
Weather Service (NWS), a nor’easter is not
a hurricane, but can cause billions of dollars
in damage, severe economic, transportation
and human disruption, and, in some cases,
disastrous coastal flooding. Each year, locals
observe the high tides and significant erosion
that occurs on the beach. Currently, Volusia
County has 24.6 miles of coastline designated
as “critically eroded” by the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection (FDEP).

Recent significant erosion to area beaches
began in 2016 with Hurricane Matthew then
continued with Hurricane Irma (2017), Hurricane
Dorian (2019) and annual nor’easters. Damage
to the coast is measured by three important
storm considerations: duration, direction and
intensity. Volusia’s powdery white sand beaches
and longshore current create a natural sand
storing system 50 to 100 yards out. Erosion
can be expected each winter, then during the
summer, moves back and rebuilds itself.
How is Volusia County handling sea levels
rising, storm surge from hurricanes and high
tides/erosion from annual nor’easters? In 2017,
the county completed the Resilient Volusia
plan, a vulnerability assessment that looked at
sea level rise (SLR) and storm surge impacts
on critical infrastructure on the east side of
the county. The East Central Florida Regional
Resilience Action Plan (RRAP), including
SLR curves, was adopted by the County
Council in July 2019. The county also joined
the East Central Florida Regional Resilience
Collaborative (ECF R2C).
In 2021, Resilient Volusia Phase 2 Adaptation Action Areas (AAA) was completed,
which focused on identifying areas of the
unincorporated county impacted by flooding
under current and future conditions to increase
community resilience and protect infrastructure
and personal property. The plan identified areas
for AAAs and developed policy language for
those areas, provided draft text to strengthen
resilience in the comprehensive plan, and
developed a checklist and procedures for
infrastructure capital improvement projects.
During the county council’s American Rescue
Plan Act workshop in July 2021, the county

council was supportive of pursuing a Beach
Nourishment Feasibility Study in partnership
with the United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). Beach nourishment is the adding of
sediment onto or directly adjacent to an eroding
beach. This “soft structural” response allows
sand to shift and move with waves and currents.
Dune restoration is commonly carried out during
a beach nourishment project as well.
Volusia oceanfront property owners want
to know how they can stay proactive about
protecting their properties from erosion during
storm surge, SLR and erosion. While some
property owners are supportive of the beach
nourishment feasibility study, some are anxious
to start protecting their properties as soon
as possible. A study could take many years
to complete and the observed coastal impact
results could change as time goes on.
Coastal armoring, more commonly known
as a seawall, can be considered by property
owners. Seawalls can be controversial solutions
to drastic conditions. Opinions vary on the
effectiveness of seawalls, their visual impacts
to the beach, impacts to public access, their
impacts to non-armored adjacent properties and
impacts to beloved marine turtles. To begin,
the FDEP can help with locating the Coastal
Construction Control Line (CCCL). The Florida
Legislature initiated the CCCL Program to
protect the coastal system from improperly sited
and designed structures which can destabilize or
destroy the beach and dune system.
After considering all options that are
available to property owners under state statute,
they should then contact their local building
departments to determine if a local permit is
required. Applicants for seawalls should compile
an expert team to not only design and engineer
a structure that will offer the protection desired,
but a team that will also ensure all appropriate
review and considerations are made by the
regulating agencies. Finally, some projects may
also require a Volusia County Beach and Dune
permit.
Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean
Properties & Management Inc. and a member
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is “Loving
Living at the Beach.” 386-576-7722
#NSBeachLife
@NSBMimi
#NSB
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Win the Holidays
$99 Primary IV + 5 Injections
B12 / LipoLean

Janet Meredith
Store Manager
Gift
Card Deals
New Smyrna Beach

$100 Gift Card
• Get a $25

Pamela
Olson
$150
Gift Card
Get a $30
Store Manager / Buyer
$200 + Gift Card Get a $50
Ormond Beach
NSB 386-428-4848

•Ormond 386-872-4840

Brenda Bowen
Fashion Coordinator
/ Buyer

PEPPER’S
•BOUTIQUE•
DESIGNER
COLLECTIONS
Three great locations to serve you:
119 Faulkner Street • Suite 101
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
386.410.5650

264 North Nova Rd.
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
Trails Shopping Center
386.238.9004
227 Bridge St
Charlevoix, MI 49720

Pepper
404.229.7509
Pepper@pepperscollections.com

Howard
404.784.2188
PepperandHoward@aol.com
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199 Downing Street
NSB, FL 32168
(386) 402-8673

JanesArtCenter.com
Fine Art. Sculpture Garden.
Ceramic Classes. Events.

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!
330 Canal Street
New Smyrna Beach
386.427.7674
Monday - Saturday
10 AM - 5 PM
@pos h pi n eappl en s b | Vot ed #1 Gi f t St or e i n Vol u s i a Cou n t y | pos h pi n eappl en s b. c om

All wines, wine glasses & candles are available for retail.

Maggie Alexander
State Farm Insurance Agent
1820 Dunlawton Ave.
Unit 102 Port Orange 32127
(386) 868-5082
maggie@myagentmaggie.com
MyAgentMaggie.com

Se habla español

Cathleen Bellerose
LPN, MMT, MLD-C
OWNER / MANAGER

Specializing in Medical, sports and
Lymphatic Drainage Massage with a
Personal Trainer/Health Coach on site

Mobile: 386-898-4967
Address: 112 Orange Ave STE 200 Daytona Beach
Website: pinklotustherapeutics.com

lic# MA71536/MM38144

ALLYSON WISE-BIRD
R E ALTO R ®

980-213-7787

wisebeachhomes@gmail.com
BeachGirlHomes.com
378 S. ATLANTIC AVENUE | ORMOND BEACH, FL 32176
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Book Your
Holiday Party!
Call today and reserve
your date!

(386) 427-1177
193 N Causeway
New Smyrna Beach 32169

MerksBarandGrill.com

Look Charmed &
Charmed by the Sea
Clothing Boutiques
Flagler Avenue

Priscilla Chanfrau
REALTOR

386•451•5123

Buying & Selling
with a Local

e: priscilla@adamscameron.com
w: priscillachanfrau.adamscameron.com
/ priscillachanfraurealtor
/ priscillachanfrau_realtor

YOUR TASTE
MATTERS
386.423.7992
1820 S Ridgewood Avenue
Edgewater, FL 32141
Sun- Thurs 9 am - 10 pm
Fri-Sat 9 am to 11 pm

1173 W.
International
Speedway Blvd
Daytona Beach
32114
(386) 267-0200
Eat in or carry out.

PriscillaC_BCs_March2021.indd 1

8/2/21 7:06 PM

GET THE LOOK

Leather Goods

Vegan leather trousers/Vegan leather shirt @Wilfred // White crop top @Shein // Shoes @Adidas

FASHION

Stylist • Blog • Photo: Danielle Napolitano IG: @DreamWasteland // Model: Cortney Gordon

Trend alert: leather trousers are hot and we want them all! They’re very versatile when styling day to night. This will be your closet must-have. I kid you not! On my recent trip to the big city,
almost every girl and guy were rocking this trend and styled in so many different ways. I went straight to one of the shops in SOHO and bought myself a pair - a must!
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Danielle Napolitano is
a designer and owner
of Rockerbands, a 70s
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini
and accessory line. Along with
building her brand, Danielle
is also a stylist at Jon Ric
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!
330 Canal Street
New Smyrna Beach
386.427.7674
Monday - Saturday
10 AM - 5 PM

@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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#ECCToldMe

NEWS

EDGEfest Holiday Parade: The holiday season has arrived! Edgewater has been holding its annual Christmas Parade on the second Saturday of December for as long as anyone
can remember. This year’s parade is on Saturday, December 11, 2021 and begins at 10 a.m. It is a great family event that all ages can enjoy. The parade begins at Air Park Road and SR
442/Indian River Boulevard. It will then make its way east until it reaches Hibiscus Drive where it will turn and head south to Friendship Community Church (2108 Hibiscus Drive).
Traffic in and around the Florida Shores Plaza at US 1/South Ridgewood Avenue has increased dramatically through the years. In order to make the offloading/end of the parade route
safe for both participants and attendees, the change to the route was made. It will take approximately two hours for the parade to reach its end at Friendship Community Church.
There will be local school bands, floats of all shapes and sizes, local dignitaries, walking groups, emergency vehicles and of course, Santa Claus on a stopover from the North Pole.
The best viewing spots for the parade are on the south side of Indian River Boulevard (SR 442) or on the west side of Hibiscus Drive. The theme of this year’s parade is Christmas
Traditions through History. Applications are available on the City of Edgewater website or on the City of Edgewater Facebook page. If your business, civic group, club, church or family
is interested in getting involved or for more information, please call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org. CityOfEdgewater.org
Volusia’s Secret Menu Items and Drive-Thru Foodie Hacks: The rumors are true. Our beloved quick food chains honor real “secret menu” requests like ChickFil-A’s double down option. Ordering a sandwich as a “double down” swaps Chick-Fil-A’s typical bread buns for top and bottom fried chicken fillets. Vanilla milkshakes can also
be turned into fizzy root beer floats upon request at any Chick-Fil-A. Think your favorite Dairy Queen Blizzard was retired? Chances are your fav-flav is moonlighting as a secret
menu item. Seasonal ingredients may come and go, making way for the next trendy Blizzard flavors, but recipes are never lost. By combining base flavors with specialty ingredients
like roasty, toasty pie crust, DQ baristas can resurrect ancient recipes including the glorious Cinnamon Toast Crunch Blizzard. Order off-menu at Dairy Queen this season with
these Blizzards of holidays past: Banana Split, Chocolate Chip, Coffee, Frozen Hot Chocolate, Marshmallow Creme, Midnight Truffle and Peanut Butter Buster Parfait. Even more
curious than secret menu items are menu hacks including the McDonald’s Land, Air and Sea Burger and the McCrepe. These items can not be ordered by name - rather they are
assembled from a collection of order items. The triple decker burger hack can be built for less than $6 by ordering and then layering a McDouble Cheeseburger, Filet-O-Fish and
McChicken sandwich on top of one another. To make a DIY McCrepe, order a Fruit and Yogurt Parfait plus a stack of Hotcakes, then fold the parfait into the hotcakes. Get more
details on fun foodie ideas at: Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
Libraries Offer Teen Reading Challenge: Teens in grades 6 through 12 can take part in Volusia County Public Library’s first-ever Teen Winter Beanstack Challenge
created just for them. Starting December1, teens can visit the library online to participate in the challenge. Teens will log on to earn badges for individual activities they
complete, which will earn them chances to win a raffle prize. Each activity is fun and unique, ranging from finding a secret word to completing a virtual escape challenge, such
as “Escape from Zombie Island,” or “Grimm Fairy Tale.” Logging minutes spent reading will also earn badges. This program will run from December 1, 2021 through January
31, 2022. Registration and more information will be available online and at all library branches beginning December 1. Additionally, the Volusia Library offers several services
and programs for teens, including college preparation resources like ACT and SAT practice and prep, college navigation and guidance, and assistance with federal and Florida
college financial aid. Teens can log on for testing and homework tutoring resources, reserve books online, join online book clubs, and even find resources for student driving
like the Florida Driver’s License manual. Teens can follow the library on YouTube at “Volusia Teens Read” and Instagram at @VolusiaReads. VoluisaLibrary.org/teens

Contact the Early Learning Coalition today to complete a
FREE developmental screening for your birth to 8-year-old!
Developmental Milestones
Community Resources
One-on-one assistance
Referrals if additional
needed services
Follow Up

Call us today!
386-323-2400 cburns@elcfv.org
www.helpmegrowvfc.org
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UNWIND

FEATURE

Someday at Christmas
Finding Beauty - I listen to Christmas music all year. I’m
not embarrassed to admit it. I find that Christmas music
evokes memories and all kinds of good feelings. When
I was little, Christmas, to me, was listening to both sets
of grandparents enjoy their favorite artists and songs
on their vinyl record albums. It meant “Blue Christmas,”
by Elvis Presley, “White Christmas,” by Bing Crosby,
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,” and “Here Comes
Santa Claus,” by Gene Autry. It wasn’t so much the
songs, but the happiness and holiday spirit it brought that
I remember most.

happy.
If you were or are in the military, “I’ll Be Home for
Christmas,” touches everyone’s heart. One year, David
and I were on stage doing a tribute to the USO. David

My parents loved playing anything by the Gatlin
Brothers, Andy Williams, Glen Campbell, Jack Jones and
guitar music. It was so beautiful and peaceful. When I
hear Christmas music, it feels like my parents are near
me, and everything is right with the world.

sang that song and there wasn’t a dry eye in the house.
Another major memory in my heart.
I know the holidays have been hard, to say the very
least, for so many since the pandemic sent us all kinds
of obstacles and crazy times. Nobody can take away our
Christmas music and the musical memories and the loved
ones attached to them. “We Need a Little Christmas,” by
Jerry Herman… now he had the right idea.
When David and I were dating, it was the Carpenters’
“Merry Christmas, Darling,” or anything by Bobby
Sherman or The Osmonds. I know, BIG surprise!
As I got older, I realized that the music that I loved
so much wasn’t just about Christmas. It was about life,
love, missing a loved one, being with that someone
special, how it would be if war was over. “Believe,” by
Josh Groban, from the movie, “Polar Express,” wasn’t just
about Christmas, but every day of the year. Christmas
songs aren’t always happy, like Dolly Parton’s “Hard
Candy Christmas,” or “Where Are You Christmas?” by
Faith Hill, but what starts out sad turns into positive
thinking and ways to turn your life around and find the

18 East Coast Current • December 2021 • ECCurrent.com

This year, give your children the love of Christmas
music. It won’t be long before they will be making
their own gift of music memories. If your kids are old
enough, make a holiday game out of it. Play Name that
Christmas Tune, or Christmas Charades. It won’t cost you
Karin Jenkins is a Licensed
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and
the author of the book, “Pageant
Land and the Family Who Lived
There.” She has been involved in all
aspects of the beauty industry and
in show business for over 30 years.
Karin is the mother of two and the
grandmother of four.

407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or
indoors in an intimate setting.
Enjoy Local Live Music While You Dine
Tuesday - Sunday

BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS

Tuesday - Thursday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm
Friday - Saturday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm
Sunday Hours:
Brunch 11am-3pm • Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm
Closed Monday
Follow Us On Social Media
For Events & Specials
386.427.2903 • RiverparkTerrace.com • 302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168

DISCOVER A WORLD OF ART
Fine Art. Sculpture Garden. Ceramic Classes. Events.

386-402-8673 | JanesArtCenter.com
199 Downing Street | New Smyrna Beach 32168
@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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Volusia County Current Events Find More @ www.ECCurrent.com

Holiday
Parades
TOMOKA BOAT

FRI, DEC 10 @ 6 - 9 PM
Route: visible from the River Grille,
Ormond Beach.

all events are subject to change without notice

1-19

DEC 1 - 19
SHOWTIMES ONLINE

Elf the Musical
Bring your family young and
old to enjoy this perfect dose
of true holiday spirit. Tix @
AthensDeLand.com

1-24 DEC 1 - 24

1-31 DEC 1 - JAN 1
Magic of Lights

Annual Juried RED Exhibit
A wide variety of artworks around the
red color theme that will link artists’
personalities together.

Enjoy an amazing holiday light
display from the comfort of your
own vehicle! $20+/vehicle @
MagicOfLights.com

1-31

DAILY TOURS
DEC 1 - JAN 22

2-12

DEC 2 - 12
SHOWTIMES ONLINE

Christmas Spectacular

A Christmas Story

Stetson Mansion decks the halls, walls
and ceilings for the holidays! Daily tours
offered for $27+; must be booked in
advance @ StetsonMansion.com

This classic holiday tale set in the
1940s follows Ralphie in his quest
to get a genuine Red Ryder BB gun
for Christmas. Tix @ NSBPlayers.org

Stetson Mansion, DeLand

The Little Theatre, NSB

HOLLY HILL

SAT, DEC 4 @ 10 AM
Route: Flomich St. & US1 @ 15th
St. to 10th St., ending behind City
Hall

NSB

SAT, DEC 4 @ 4 PM
Route: Waterfront Loop from
Flagler Ave. to Canal St.

DAYTONA BOAT

SAT, DEC 4 @ 6 PM
Route: Along Halifax River, ending
at Halifax River Yacht Club

PORT ORANGE

Athens Theatre, DeLand

4

SAT @ 6 - 8 PM
DEC 4

Christmas in the Park
Live Christmas concert, official
lighting of City Center, Santa
and free horse-drawn carriage
and hayrides!

Jane’s Art Center, 199 Downing St., NSB

5

SUN @ 11 AM - 5 PM
DEC 5

DeLand Indie Market
A curated market of artists,
boutiques, vintage and
handcrafted vendors from all
over Florida.

Daytona International Speedway

5 -12 DAILY @ DUSK
DEC 5 - 12

Winter Walk of Lights
Grab the family and enjoy a
night out walking through
Gateway Park all decked out in
Christmas lights. Free to enter.

6-18 DEC 6 - 18
The Med Spa 12 Days of Christmas
Don’t miss 12 amazing days of
deals on Botox, Laser, Hydrafacial,
Microneedling, PRP and more! Find
a list of specials on pg. 26.

6-31 DEC 6 - 31
Port Orange Elf Hunt
Spot and photograph elves
hidden in 4 Port Orange parks
and win prizes: City Center, All
Children’s, Riverwalk, Coraci.

SUN, DEC 5 @ 2 PM
Route: Dunlawton Ave. from
Jackson St. to Spruce Creek Rd.

EDGEWATER

SAT, DEC 11 @ 10 AM
Route: Indian River Blvd. from Air
Park Road east to Banyan St.

OAK HILL

SAT, DEC 11 @ 2 PM
Route: N. on US 1 to blinking
lights, east on Halifax Ave. to
Gaines Street, end at Mary
Dewees Park.

DEBARY

SUN, DEC 12 @ 3 PM
Route: Spring Vista Drive to N. U.S.
Hwy 17/92 until Poinsettia Drive

Port Orange City Center

11

SAT @ 7 PM
DEC 11

Artisan Alley, DeLand
FROM
11-31 ONLINE
DEC 11 - 31

Gateway Park, DeBary

12

SUN @ 11 AM - 4 PM
DEC 12

Love for the Holidays

Virtual Holiday Tour of Homes

Holiday Expo

A rockin’ Christmas celebration with
Grammy Award Winner and Rock &
Roll Hall of Famer, Darlene Love! Find
tickets @ FlaglerAuditorium.com.

This year’s virtual tour features six
beautiful Ormond Beach area homes,
at dusk, fabulously decorated for the
holidays. Available to watch Dec. 11 - 31

Shop local with dozens of
crafters and vendors, plus free
photos with Santa! Free tix @
DBHolidayExpo.EventBrite.com

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

$20 @ OrmondHistory.org

Daytona Beach Ocean Center

The Med Spa of NSB

16

THU @ 6 - 8 PM
DEC 16

Holidays @ The Casements
Festivities include an open
house, dessert social and
holiday concert in the historic
residence.

FB: Port Orange Parks & Rec to Submit
- SUN @ 6 16-19 FRI
DEC 16 - 19

8 PM

Drive Through Bethlehem
Load up the car and come experience
the sights and sounds of the village
of Bethlehem in a unique way! FREE
event.

DELAND

SAT, DEC 4 @ 6 PM
Route: DeLand High School, 800
North Hill Avenue

ORANGE CITY

SAT, DEC 11 @ 5 PM
Route: Volusia Ave. from French
to Ohio

DAYTONA

SAT, DEC 11 @ 6 PM
Route: Along Beach St. from
Bethune Park to Bay St.

SEV BOAT

17

SAT @ 7 PM
DEC 17

The American Sirens
A true boutique vintage concert experience
- dazzling and expertly finessed female
vocals transport you to the golden age of
Hollywood glam. FlaglerAuditorium.com

18

SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
DEC 18
Wine Walk

Explore over 100 interesting
wines inside host locations
and walk the avenue. Tasting
passports are $25.

18

SAT @ 6 PM
DEC 18

The Casements, Ormond

28

TUE @ 4 - 8 PM
DEC 28

Movies by the Marsh

Grilled Cheese Challenge

We’re bringing the Muppets Christmas
Carol to the marsh with this fun and
family-friendly take on a classic Christmas
story! $20 for 4 tickets or $6 for one.

Participants will be able to eat tasty
samples of grilled cheeses at host
locations. Purchase tasting passport online
@ EventBrite.com or day of for $15.

Marine Discovery Center, NSB

Flagler Avenue, NSB

Drive In Church, Daytona

31

FRI @ 6 PM - 2 AM
DEC 31

NYE on Main Street
Ring in 2022 with live music across
five stages, festival food, and a Ball
Drop and fireworks at midnight!

SAT, DEC 11 @ 3 PM
Route: Indian River from marker
53 (Edgewater) north to
Riverside Park (NSB)

ORMOND

SAT, DEC 11 @ 6:30 PM
Route: City Hall to Granada Blvd.

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

Flagler Avenue, NSB
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KEY:
4

Community

1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
DEC 4 / JAN 1

4

Art Walk & Gallery Stroll
Art Stroll and Gallery Walk
features solo/group exhibitions,
artist talks.

Music

Food & Drink
1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
DEC 4 / JAN 1

4

Sip and Stroll
Sample craft beers and
unique wines as you stroll!
$25 includes 12 tastings and
souvenir glass.

Arts/

Sports/Races/
Activities

Performances

Recurring Events
Multiple Days

SAT @ 5 - 6:30 PM
DEC 4
Light Up Volusia

Highlights include live musical
performances and the tree
lighting ceremony.

AT
Canal Street, NSB

Canal Street, NSB

10

REGISTER NOW!
DEC 10

SEV Chamber Golf Classic
Join the SEV Chamber for
networking, 18 holes of golf, prizes,
Grab-N-Go breakfast, awards
luncheon & SWAG! $150/player

10

FRI @ 6 PM
DEC 10

Movies on the Halifax
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and
enjoy a FREE screening of popular
movies. December movie: The
Grinch (2018)

Ocean Center, Daytona

11

SAT @ 9 AM - 4 PM
DEC 11

A FL Christmas Remembered
$10/adult; kids FREE admission
for make & take crafts, folk artists,
holiday desserts and living history
demonstrations.

HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE FRIDAYS
NOVEMBER 26 & DECEMBER 3, 10 & 17 / 6-9 PM

SATURDAYS HOLIDAY MARKET
Sugar Mill Country Club, NSB

17

FRI @ 5 - 9 PM
DEC 17

Daytona Food Truck Rally
Come enjoy live music, food trucks
and downtown restaurants. Plenty
of free parking is available.

Beach Street, Daytona

31-1 FRI - SAT @ 6 - 11 PM
DEC 31 - JAN 1

Battle at Daytona Beach
Over 120 demolition derby drivers
battling it out! Smashing familyfriendly action - $15/child, $25/
adult

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

17

FRI @ 5 - 9 PM
DEC 17

Barberville Pioneer Settlement

SAT @ 6 & 7 PM
17-18 FRI,
DEC 17 - 18

Port Orange Food Truck Rally

DeBary Hall Candlelit Tours

Enjoy some of the area’s best food trucks
and have fun with free entertainment
including bounce houses, games, music
and giveaways. Bring your lawn chairs!

Explore DeBary Hall Historic Site
during holiday evenings when
candlelight will fill the 19th century
mansion with a warm glow. $5-$10

Riverwalk Park, Port Orange

198 Sunrise Blvd., DeBary

1

6

SAT @ 3:30 PM
JAN 1

Moonlight Beach Run
Kick off 2022 with an early evening
New Year’s Day run along the
World’s Most Famous Beach.
SommerSportsEvents.com

Entertainment, Holiday Music, Crafts for Kids and More!

NOVEMBER 27 & DECEMBER 4, 11 & 18 / 3-8 PM

MON @ 7 PM
JAN 6

F.R.E.S.H. Community Festival
$10 admission for an “all
things books” weekend plus
community film festival
featuring short films.

For More Information Please Visit OneDaytona.com/Events

ONEDAYTONA.COM
ACROSS FROM DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY
Ocean Center, Daytona

Daytona Beach Bandshell

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Peabody Auditorium, Daytona
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CONVO

Young Ruffians

By: The Local Curmudgeon

Viewed from the beach, the place rose high
from the sawgrass and sand dunes like some
kind of Aztec temple, complete with three flights
of lung-wracking, knee-cracking, steep, wooden
stairs. It was a beach bar with a volleyball pool,
a tiki bar and a reputation for serving young
knuckleheads. Entering from the parking lot, off
A1A, required walking up a few concrete steps.
My wife and I went that way.
Settled at the tiki bar, my wife with Bacardi and
coke, me with a can of Pabst, she watching the
ocean, me watching, ostensibly, the volleyball
game. Place was packed. We were 40 years
older, at least, than anybody else in the place,
except maybe the hostess. Dress code for
the guys was shorts, mirrored sunglasses and
backwards baseball hats. For the girls, not
much.
There was early afternoon sun, wild laughter,
young people shouting, indecipherable music
pounding through my skull. Actually… it was
fun.

My wife said, “We are leaving.”
I nodded. Seemed like a good idea.
We exited past the bathrooms, and she handed
me her red leather purse and said, “I have to
pee. Hold my purse.”
A couple of minutes later a bikini girl, with her
boyfriend close behind, entered the toilets and
the boy was about to follow.
“Hey, stay outta the Ladies’ Room,” I said.
He stopped. He turned. His chest and arms had
seen the weight room.
“Go pee in a bucket, old man,” is what he said.
I said, “No, that’s not what’s going to happen
here. My wife is in there and she would not
take kindly to you walking in.”

Then I heard the loud wet smack of an errant
volleyball colliding with the face of a young
lady. I saw it, too. She was wearing a barelythere brown bikini, hard to miss that, and the
ball bounced off her head back into the pool.
Things quieted some. She’d been walking past
the pool, towards a table of what must have
been friends because another young lady
jumped from a chair to comfort her. What must
have been the girl’s boyfriend stood up at the
table and started yelling at a guilty someone in
the pool.

The last time I was in a bar fight, this kid had
not been born yet. I boxed as a young man. In
CYO, Catholic Youth Organization, a couple
years I went Golden Gloves. And right then I
was not thinking of getting into a mix, but some
things are automatic. Old training kicks in from
years ago. I stepped forward with my left leg,
keeping my right foot planted, raising my right
fist up alongside my jaw, and slightly extending
my left arm. Classic boxing stance. Smooth.

The girl that got hit was laughing, then both
girls were laughing. A dislocated false eyelash
lay diagonal across the eye of the girl in the
brown bikini and her friend - both girls giggling
uncontrollably - picked the loose eyelash
off and flicked it over her shoulder, where,
incredibly, unbelievably, it landed in another
young man’s beer. That kid then poured his
offended beer over the second young lady’s
head. The two young ladies then proceeded to
attack backwards-hat. Served him right.

The kid froze, flat-footed, staring at that red
purse.

My left hand was holding a red leather purse.

My wife came out of the bathroom, brushed
past the kid, took the purse from my extended
hand, and said, “Let’s go.”
We were in the car, driving away, and my
wife said, “Who wears false eyelashes to the
beach?”

@eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia
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If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

TRAVEL

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930
www.aadaytona.org

Bright Lights, Winter Nights
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park - Live Oak, FL
This time of year, there’s nothing quite like the magic of
twinkling lights. We live in one of those crazy Christmas light
neighborhoods that does it up big each year. I love to stroll
around the block and see what all our neighbors have come up
with. A spot in north Florida, however, puts us and every other
light display to shame each year with their dazzling display.
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in Live Oak transforms
itself each winter into a winter wonderland with, quite literally,
millions of holiday lights. The 800-acre park, best known for
hosting large music festivals, wraps each tree with care and
sets up enormous displays in the surrounding forest for a truly
magnificent show.

Get Noticed!
Place a Coupon ad
here for only $50 a month!
Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info.

Scott and I first learned of the Suwannee Lights festival back
in 2013 when we were camping in the park and came back to
our site to find hundreds of cars and even more brilliant lights
surrounding the area. We got in line and were completely blown
away and have been recommending it as one of our fav holiday
activities ever since. This year was the perfect chance to go
camping again and bring Avery for her first visit.
What sets Suwannee Lights apart, besides the enormity of
their displays, is the creativity that can only be found in a fun
music park like this. In this drive-through experience, you are
first greeted with a tunnel of light, comprised of wall after wall
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Photos by Kelsey Walters

of lights surrounding you. If that doesn’t get you in the mood to
rock around the Christmas tree, I don’t know what will!
When you arrive, you tune in with your radio for some
cheerful holiday music. As you progress through the park, the
song will (magically, according to Avery) change itself to match
the scene. You’ll find yourself flying through the solar system
of glowing planets to an out-of-this-world rendition of “Carol of
the Bells,” before you’re suddenly surrounded by massive lit
dinosaurs with roars and grumbles heard in the distance while
pterodactyls “swoop” overhead.
A military band of glowing soldiers plays in a tribute to
our troops, while Santa and his elves can be spotted busily
preparing for Christmas day in his workshop. As far as the eye
can see, trees are wrapped in lights and handcrafted characters
and elements are brightly lit. Driving through the acreage will
take you around 30 minutes to take in the approximately 10
million lights.
If you choose to camp at the park, hundreds of quiet tent,
camper and RV sites are available, nestled cozily in the
surrounding trees. Cabins are also available for rent. Nestled
on the famed Suwannee River, the huge park offers plenty to
explore. A restaurant serving up lunch, dinner and drinks is
within walking distance from camp, as well as a large general
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store that has just about everything you forgot at home (trust me,
we visited several times).
If you can’t stay the night, but want to make a day of your trip
before the sun goes down, nearby Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park is open for visits. The park is named for the
local songwriter responsible for more than 200 American classics
such as “Oh! Susanna”, “Camptown Races,” and, of course, “Old
Folks at Home (Swanee River)” which put this area on the map,
and is known as the “father of American music.” The beautiful
park preserves the history of Foster’s legacy and the song that
made the river famous. They will also have their own Festival of
Lights from December 10 through 24.

This year, to avoid long lines, Suwannee is selling only 250 car
passes per hour so be sure to purchase your spot in advance if
you need to go on a particular night. If you’re just visiting for the
evening and worried about making a long drive, don’t worry - your
night’s not over just yet! When you come to the end of the forest
of lights, it’s time to hop out of your car, stretch your legs and get
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ready to party! A walk-through display of even more lights leads
you to a swingin’ glowing band playing all of your favorite rocking
holiday hits on stage. It was hard to tear Avery away from her
own little dance party.
Further down the path, a bustling little Christmas village
is waiting for you near the country store. Here, you can grab
everything you need to make your own s’mores (or come
prepared with all your own fixings!) around the bonfire, plus find
hot cocoa, snacks like fried Oreos and funnel cake, plus ice
cream and pizza for sale. The restaurant is also open with live
music on the breezy patio on weekends.
You can purchase a handmade, customized ornament as
a souvenir or peruse the country store. Inside, you’ll find the
Big Man himself waiting to hear your Christmas wishes. Avery
prepared all week for this visit and let Santa know she’d like a toy
horse and politely informed him she enjoys chips and dip when
he requested chocolate chip cookies for Christmas Eve. I guess
Santa will be finding chips and salsa at our house this year.
SPIRIT OF THE SUWANNEE MUSIC PARK
3076 95th Drive, Live Oak, FL 32060
(386) 364-1683
SuwanneeLights.com // MusicLivesHere.com
FB: @MusicLivesHere
Insta: @SuwanneeMusicPark
Now through Jan. 2, 2022
$12/person in advance; $15/person at the gate
$2/child ages 4 - 12
PLUS $2 Car Pass per vehicle
Discounted Tickets are available for Seniors 65+, Military and
First Responders

Kelsey Walters is the publisher
and one of the co-owners
of East Coast Current, a
professional photojournalist with
a BS in Photography from the
University of Central Florida.
Her work focuses on travel and
documentary photography.

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s
husband of four years and
Avery’s proud father. He is
originally from Connecticut
and has lived in Florida since
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and
Scott’s 3-year-old daughter.
She loves to tag along on their
monthly adventures throughout
the state and play with her dogs,
Kodi and Bluey.
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TASTE

How To Build A Crepe Bar

Learn how to build an epic Crepe Bar at home and be a brunch hero! Providing options for both sweet and savory crepes will
have your guests raving about this unique meal idea!

Ingredients:

Prep Time: 30 minutes • Cook Time: 15 minutes • Servings: 12

Homemade Crepes
•
2 large eggs
•
3/4 cup milk
•
1/2 cup water
•
1 cup all-purpose flour, sifted
•
1/4 cup powdered sugar, optional - for sweet
crepes
•
3 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted, plus
more for the pan
Sweet
•
Sliced bananas
•
Fresh berries
•
Chopped pineapple papaya, mango, guava
•
Sliced kiwi
•
Hazelnut Spread
•
Nut Butter (peanut, almond, cashew, etc.)
•
Lemon curd
•
Whipped cream cheese
•
Whipped cream
•
Toasted nuts (almonds, pecans, pistachios)
•
Shredded coconut
•
Chocolate chips or shaved chocolate
•
Powdered sugar for dusting
Savory
•
Scrambled eggs
•
Pulled chicken or pork
•
Crumbled cooked sausage
•
Crispy bacon
•
Sauteed mushrooms
•
Caramelized onions
•
Roasted red peppers
•
Sundried tomatoes
•
Sour cream
•
Fresh herbs (chives, basil, rosemary)
•
Soft cheeses (goat, mozzarella, Brie)

Preparation:
Homemade Crepes
Combine all ingredients in a blender and pulse for 10 seconds. Refrigerate batter for 1 hour to
set, or up to 48 hours.
Heat a small non-stick pan over medium heat. Add a bit of butter and melt, stirring to coat. Pour 1
ounce of batter into the center of the pan and tilt with a circular motion to coat the surface evenly.
Cook for 30 seconds until the crepe moves when you shimmy the pan, then flip and cook for
another 10 to 15 seconds. Remove to a plate and lay flat to cool.
Repeat with the remaining batter. If you’re working ahead, gently stack the crepes and place them
in a gallon-sized plastic zipper bag. Refrigerate for up to 5 days, or freeze for up to two months.
Thaw frozen crepes on a cooling rack before attempting to peel them apart for use.
Place all filling ingredients in individual bowls or plates, providing a spoon or fork and a fancy
nameplate for hard-to-identify items. Stack crepes on a plate, and let your guests go wild building
their own brunch creations!
Notes
Crepe recipe by Alton Brown.
Nutrition facts applicable to crepes only and do not include fillings.
Nutrition
Calories: 93kcal | Carbohydrates: 11g | Protein: 3g | Fat: 4g | Saturated Fat: 2g | Cholesterol:
36mg | Sodium: 18mg | Potassium: 41mg | Fiber: 1g | Sugar: 3g | Vitamin A: 150IU | Calcium:
24mg | Iron: 0.6mg

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork &
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com
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UNWIND
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INSIDE LOOK: Madcap’s Comedy Club
109 N Causeway, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 • (407) 416-2326

MadcapsComedy.com | facebook.com/ MadcapsComedy | Instagram: @MadcapsComedyClub

Q & A with ADAM LOWERY, OWNER AND COMEDIAN - “LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE”
Q: What inspired you to open Madcap’s in New Smyrna Beach?
A: I actually got my start producing comedy shows in New Smyrna
Beach. I had already been performing comedy, but I had never
produced my own shows. Years ago, Mike, the owner of Off The
Hook restaurant, gave me that opportunity every Friday night. Amy
Stewart, who was managing at the time, also helped make that
happen. Funny thing is, Amy now works for Madcap’s!
Life eventually took me back to the Orlando area where I am from. I
then opened my first comedy club in the downtown historic district of
Sanford, Florida. I loved that club… then COVID hit. The results of
COVID shutdowns killed that club in less than six months and I lost
everything. It was around that time I decided to move to NSB. NSB
is now my home and has been for sometime now. Living here was
a dream of mine for a long time. Opening a comedy club was also
a dream of mine. Although I lost the first one due to the pandemic,
I kept the dream and hope alive. I kept producing comedy shows
in NSB. Some may remember coming to an outside show at a little
beach house where we turned my balcony to a stage and guests
brought their own lawn chairs.
Shortly after, a good friend, Amy Childs from Springhill Suites
Marriott, and I worked a deal to use their ballroom on various
Saturdays for comedy shows. I am so very appreciative to her, Jamie
(the general manager) and Randy (the owner) for allowing those
shows to happen. They helped keep my dream alive while also
allowing me to further test the comedy possibilities in NSB.
Soon after, I was also hosting shows at Traders on Friday nights. I
am also very thankful for Renee Holmes, owner of Traders, for those
shows. I eventually believed that a comedy club could and would

sustain itself in NSB. I love the quaintness of our little beach town
and I didn’t want to disrupt that, but I also believe some more diverse
entertainment options are needed here. And well, that is my business
that started as just a dream. I am so grateful to the people of NSB
for their continued support. I could not do this without them, our
amazing staff - Jack, Max, Amy, Christina and Andy; and especially
my business partner, Jamie Romero. I often say a comedy club is
nothing without the audience that supports it, the staff that runs it and
the comics that perform. Without that perfect trinity, it’s just a building
with a stage.
Q: How do you find the comics you book?
A: In comedy there are tiers that comedians strive to achieve. You
have your “open mic’ers,” who are generally just starting out and are
trying to build their “tight 5,” their best 5 minutes. They eventually
become “Guest Spotters” or “Openers” doing a range from 5 to 10
minutes. From there, the second most difficult step is to become a
“Feature.” These comics typically open for headliners with sets from
15 to 30 minutes. They hope to eventually have their 45 to 60 minute
set down to perfection in order to become a “Headliner.”
Many times, headliners bring their own features on the road with
them. If they do not, we also book the feature. We get our features
from our Comedy Battle Show we host every Wednesday. We ONLY
book features and headliners for our weekend shows. Some are
booked from knowledge and having seen them perform. Some are
recommended by other comic veterans we trust. Others we book
through agents and based on credits. Credits are places they have
been seen or heard such as Netflix, Comedy Central, TV, movies,
etc. We are also consistently contacted by comedians from all over
the country looking to get on the Madcap’s stage. We are always on
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the lookout for the rising stars, and up-and-comers. The one thing we
do our best to make sure of is to put on a hilarious and memorable
show with the talent we book. We are grateful for all the comedians
at any level that take our stage.
Q: Do you ever have an open mic night where you let anyone
come on stage? How do you sign up?
A: We do a version of an Open Mic on Thursdays. It is called a
“Comedy Showcase.” A typical showcase consists of 5 to 15 or
more comics all performing 3 to 10 minute sets. This type of show
showcases open mic’ers, guest spotters and occasionally features.
We allow those just starting out, or first timers to be on this show.
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. and we lay out the sign up sheet at 7
p.m. All you have to do is sign up before showtime. Keep in mind if
you arrive too late, you may not go up due to the list being full. My
advice is to arrive early to ensure stage time, and make sure you
know what it means when you “get the light.”
Q: Will 2022 bring any new changes to the club?
A: Starting in January we will be hosting a Clean Comedy Hour once
a month on Sundays. Also once a month Sundays we plan to reveal
our Comedy and Concert Series where we are hosting live comedy
and music performances together, on an outside stage, during the
day followed by headline musical and comedy performances inside
in the evening.
Stay connected to us via Madcap’s Comedy on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter. Also, sign up to join our email list when buying tickets
at MadcapsComedy.com for special discounts, free tickets and new
show announcements.
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UPCOMING SHOWS

FEATURE

Dec 10th & 11th: Carmen Vallone - NBC’s “Last
Comic Standing”, CBS’s “Comedy Night School”,
Jamie Kennedy’s “Heckler” movie, Producer of “A
Joke Off!” Early Shows 7:30 P.M.

VIP Memberships:
Become a season ticket holder by signing up for the VIP Memberships.
Benefits include: reduced ticket pricing, you pick your seats and they
will always be your seats, you will have a ticket to every show with the
ability to share them with anyone you choose, you never have to worry
about shows being sold out and you get VIP access. The membership is
for one year and includes 50 weekends of headline shows. The discount
is 20 percent off each ticket, and when bigger name comedians come
to town, the adjusted ticket price does not affect you. You would also
get 15 percent off any Wednesday or Thursday show, if you choose to
attend.
Memberships also include VIP access with a meet and greet with the
comedians before the show, access to podcast productions on Fridays
(shows start at 5:45 p.m.), access to after parties (after the late show on
Saturdays), early entry to every show and never having to wait in line
to get in. Simply walk up to the left side of the entrance door, show your
VIP card and get instant access. They can even have your drinks or
bottle waiting for you on your reserved table.
50 Weekends @ $25/Ticket = only $1,000 ($250 in savings) - Save
$500 if you buy two memberships.
Weekly Specials:
WEDNESDAYS COMEDY BATTLE SHOW: 7:30 p.m. $20 INCLUDES
ALL YOU CAN DRINK! Two rising stars of comedy compete to win cash
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and a feature spot on one of their big weekend headliner shows! You
are the judge and $20 tickets include all you can drink. *21+ only show
THURSDAYS STAND UP COMEDY SHOWCASE: 7:30 p.m. stand
up comedy’s up-and-comers, rising stars, features and sometimes
headliners on stage making you laugh! $20 tickets include all you can
drink. *21+ only show

DEC 17th & 18th: Jersey - toured With Jeff Dunham,
and has featured for Tracy Morgan, Robert Schimmel,
Charlie Murphy, Mo’nique, Chris Tucker, Ralphie May
and many more. He’s performed at clubs such as
Improv and The Funny Bone.

FRIDAY HEADLINER COMEDY SHOWS: Two shows a night - 7:30
p.m. early show and 10:00 p.m. late show (See Calendar). They book
the best headliners in the business, including national touring comics
and local headliners.
SATURDAY HEADLINER COMEDY SHOWS: Two shows a night - 7:30
p.m. early show and 10:00 p.m. late show (See Calendar). In case you
missed their Friday shows, Saturday gives you one more day to see the
hilarious talent they bring to the stage. On Saturdays after the late show
(12 a.m. - 2 a.m.) they host live musical performances, ranging from
acid jazz, 80s music night, beach reggae and folk rock.
SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY: Closed or available to host your
private comedy show for your business, employees, clients or family.
Contact Madcap’s to book your private comedy show or event.

MadcapsComedy.com

DEC 31st: Alex U - as seen on Netflix, at 7:30 p.m.
and an ALL YOU CAN DRINK NYE Party after the
show from 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.
JAN 1st: Alex U, as seen on Netflix, at 7:30 p.m. See
seating online for pricing and late shows at
10:00 p.m. $10 Tickets
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Get The Scoop...

NEWS

Volusia County Off-Season Beach Ramp Schedule Begins: With cooler weather moving in and the year’s large beach events over, the Volusia County off-season vehicle
beach access ramp schedule took effect in November. Effective during off-season, the ramps at Granada Boulevard, Cardinal Drive, Harvard Drive, University Boulevard, Seabreeze
Boulevard, International Speedway Boulevard, Silver Beach Avenue, Dunlawton Boulevard, Beach Street, Beachway Avenue, Flagler Avenue, 3rd Avenue and 27th Avenue will be open
daily.The ramps at Milsap Road, Florida Shores Boulevard, Emilia Avenue and Crawford Road will be open only on weekends. All other ramps will remain closed through the off-season.
To reduce the operating cost of the county’s General Fund for fiscal year 2021/2022, the Volusia County Council provided direction to close three additional beach ramps during the
upcoming off-season.The additional closures were determined based on historical usage counts and ease of beach accessibly by way of nearby open ramps. Dependent upon favorable
weather conditions, additional ramps may open up for Christmas week and New Year’s week to accommodate holiday beach visitors. The off-season beach ramp schedule is effective
through Jan. 31. While some ramps are closed to vehicles, access is always open for pedestrians and bicyclists. For a complete listing of beach access ramps, visit Volusia.org/beach and
click on the “Beach Driving and Parking” tab: Volusia.org
Daytona Beach Resident Shares Love of Dogs With Community: The Volusia Sheriff’s K-9 Unit has received a gift of more than $32,000 from the estate of a
Daytona Beach resident who spent her life loving dogs, especially German shepherds, and wanted to support local K-9s. Pamela Mobbs, who died in October 2020, at age 90,
specified that her gift was to be used equally to buy bullet-proof vests for the Sheriff’s Office K-9s and purchase and train additional dogs. Pamela’s love of dogs began when
she was very young, said her daughter Jane Mobbs, of Daytona Beach. Pamela fell in love with law enforcement K-9s after her daughter took her to a K-9 demonstration at the
Boardwalk near the Bandshell in Daytona Beach. “She thoroughly enjoyed the K-9s and watching the officers handle them,” Mobbs said. “My mother wholeheartedly believed
all the K-9s should be fitted with bullet proof vests as they often go into uncertain areas first to help apprehend suspects. “She would be so happy to know that she is making a
difference in a dog’s well-being,’’ Mobbs said. The Sheriff’s Office has a force of 18 dogs, which are trained for various jobs. Some are trained to detect narcotics; others learn to
locate bombs and some are sent into dangerous situations to find bad guys.The Sheriff’s Office received two separate checks from Mobbs’ estate, each for $16,428.16, ($32,856.32
total) representing her kind generosity. “This is an incredible gift to our agency and it represents this woman’s amazing love for dogs,” Sheriff Mike Chitwood said. “Her legacy will
continue to positively impact the Sheriff’s Office and our citizens for years to come.” VolusiaSheriff.org
Adults can Earn a Free High School Diploma: The Volusia County Public Library will award 10 scholarships to adults who did not complete high school
and want to earn an accredited high school diploma and career certificate. The scholarships were funded by the State of Florida through a partnership with Career
Online High School, an online high school diploma and career certification program that accepts a limited number of adult learners who are looking to advance their
careers, prepare for workforce entry and continue their education.This is not a GED program but an accredited diploma program, where the candidate selects a career
focus and can earn a certificate. Core classes include English, math, social studies and science. In addition, students can choose from career certificates in child care
and education, commercial driving, food and hospitality, general career preparation, home care professional, hospitality and leisure, office management, retail customer
service, and security professional. Applicants must be age 19 or older, a Volusia County resident, and a library card holder in good standing or willing to apply for a
library card. Accepted students can complete the program in as little as five months, but are given up to 18 months if needed. For more information, contact the Volusia
County Public Library at VCPLprograms@volusia.org.To get started, visit the library’s website and take an online readiness survey: VolusiaLibary.org/COHS
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32nd annual

CONVO

Tree of remembrance
HOLIDAY COLLECTION

2021

Now
Available
Visit

halifaxhealth.org/hospice/tor
to shop the complete collection.

Gaining New Perspective in 2022
As you are shifting in life, you begin to
realize you are not the same person you used
to be. The things you used to tolerate have now
become intolerable. Where you once remained
quiet, you are now speaking your truth. Where
you once battled and argued, you are now
choosing to remain silent. You are beginning to
understand the value of your voice and there
are some situations that no longer deserve your
time, energy and focus.
As we approach the new year, most of us
reflect on the year of 2021. I look back to
gather information about my new experiences
that I was so terrified to do but I knew I had
to do it anyway. It seems like my whole life
has been full of these terrifying moments that
have begun to shape my life in a beautiful
way. I’m thankful for the family and friends that
continued to encourage me to be courageous,
ambitious and dedicated to the new changes
in my life. All of this year’s challenges with
returning to work, more people out being social,
some people vaccinated, some not, schools
back in session with short staffing and high
volumes of children.
After all of the noise from the world is
silenced, your day-to-day autopilot is turned
off, you realize your life has shifted to a new
direction. Each day changes us - so definitely
in a year we have grown leaps and bounds
towards our light. Just like a blooming flower
finding the sun. How do you handle change
in your life? Expected change? Unexpected
change? Change in your family and friends’
lives? Do you help in stressed out family
situations or do you sit around and watch?
The year of 2021 shifted the tolerance of
so many people. The way we thought about
how we lived and socialized with the world
around us. Family businesses that have been
in business for decades had to close their
doors of community service. First responders
dedicated endless hours of time to help keep
our communities safe. Parents were in fear for
their children to go to school and even play
outside. Seems like such a small thing, but
COVID impacted our lives in ways that still
have a grasp on our lives today.
The children have suffered not being able
to be social with their peers, but gained new
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educational experiences like online learning.
Our precious gems, the elderly, suffered the
most. Their delicate bodies couldn’t withstand
the brutal attachment of COVID to their bodies.
The grief of lost loved ones to a disease we
all knew nothing about. So tolerance took on a
new form for everyone.
More people are speaking out about things
that matter most, becoming a voice for those
with no voice. So many protests - people were
outraged about masks or no masks, vaccines or
no vaccine, school or online, open the country
back for business or keep it closed. So many
great conversations that filled this 2021 year
with the tale of two worlds. For the first time
in my life at 46 years old, I’m seeing a clear
black or white line; you have to be one way or
the other. There was no in between, no gray
areas. It’s weird, I think we all went through
life being and doing what we felt was right for
our families and communities but never had to
express our opinions to the entire world. This
year has been so polarizing but I made time to
stop and smell all the flowers.
In the past, I would have been on the front
lines, organizing people with similar interests.
Inviting them to safe spaces to talk about
new ideas to shape the world in the way we
wanted to see it. This year I took a huge break.
Shocking to some people, I WAS SILENT and
it feels great. I needed a break. A break to
refocus my life on what mattered most to me.
Not to say that what I was doing didn’t matter,
it just was consuming my life in a way that
some of my priorities fell to the back burner.
This past year I’ve grown in ways I never
thought that I could.
I’m looking forward to 2022. Still writing,
painting, learning, gardening and being the
best friend, family member and mother I can
ever be in this life.
Shy Morris is a native to NSB for
four generations, and a lover of all
things positive. Her art has carried
her around the world and her award
winning STEAAM curriculum has
inspired and empowered 1000s of
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves
everything community and loves
to see kids thriving with high self
esteem, great values and ready to be
productive citizens.
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Adventures of a Modern Pirate
The cliché heard around the world: “Life is
an adventure.” I can’t emphasize it enough
to those who are willing to take the steps,
because the gratification alone is worth the
escapades. If you worry about the money,
spend it! If you worry about starving, go
fishing! If you worry about warmth, light a
fire! If you worry about A/C, enjoy the sea
breeze! If you worry about rain, pitch a tent!
If you worry about the mosquitoes and nosee-ums, light a cigar, drink more rum! That
is the way of the pirate.
I was buckled down inside a Grumman
Albatross en route to another paradise, Little
San Salvador Island. What would become
Half Moon Cay in 1996 when it was bought
by a cruise ship giant and renamed to reflect
its spectacular crescent-shaped appearance
along the west end.
Flight was felt around me, as the only thing
holding us up was the thrust of the two Pratt
& Whitney engines and the plane’s wings.
Every altitude nuance was felt at the seat
of my pants and the soles of my feet. Those
were the best times of my life!
A hazy salty layer opaqued the view
through the window as I scanned the blue
ocean before my eyes. The drum of the twin
radial engines hummed around us, reflecting
the horsepower needed for flight. Sunlight
reflected off of the ripples of the sea as if
glitter had been slung across the ocean.
Beneath all that splendor lay a deep, dark
and mysterious ocean that kept secrets better
than the Vatican.
“Prepare for landing!” Peter hollered into
the cargo hold.

My uncle smiled, and then we displayed
the quintessential thumbs-up. We doublechecked our seatbelts were taut around our
waists. They were! Way down below me, a
faint sliver of pure white sandy beach and
lush green palm fronds appeared before my
eyes. Next, the hydraulic whine of flaps, and
then the purposeful descent. Reflexes kicked
in to grasp at something, but experience had
taught me to prepare for landing.
Below me, a bleach-white shoreline sped
past as I anticipated the touchdown. There
was a shudder and then a “swoosh” sound as
the V-shaped hull skimmed the ocean. The
windows were pressure-washed by foaming
sea water, and suddenly, we sank into a soft
boat-like glide along the ocean.
We were officially a boat!
“Welcome to Little San Salvador Island,”
Peter hollered.
Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions…
*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales
from the past that continues each month for going
on six years now.

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB
local and a Florida native. He
is the author of Savage Tango
and Chasing Latitudes. He
lives with his dogs, Durango,
Higgins and Oscar.
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Ponce Inlet December Tide Chart
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SPOTTED AROUND TOWN - VOLUSIA COUNTY

Meadow Joxlene Engin was baptized on Bethune Beach on November 7 just before
she turned 8 months old. Meadow is the daughter of John and Alia Engin and the
granddaughter of Tony & Carol Court of NSB. Carol is the co-owner and director of
sales for East Coast Current. Photo: Rick Zimmer, Absolute Photography

There is a new art display in the Edgewater Council
Chambers. Bob & Pat Stinziano (pictured) of the Artists’
Workshop, along with the other artists, set up the display
in November.The works are available for viewing before
city meetings in Council Chambers.View of a calendar of
upcoming meetings at CityOfEdgewater.org.

Carol Court, co-owner and Director of Sales for the
ECC, spent her birthday in Southern California with her
West Coast Family, the Summer’s and Contino’s. Below
are her nieces; Left to right. Cora Contino(8), Reese
Contino (4), Aunt Bon Bon (Carol) and Lucy Contino
(12).

The Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting ceremony for Sportys Car Wash, located at 2331 FL 44 in New
Smyrna Beach, on November 18, 2021 to welcome them to the chamber. Sportys also has two locations in DeLand as well as Orange
City.

During December at the Edgewater Animal
Shelter, if you refer someone for grooming you
get $5 off your grooming appointment and new
customers get $5 off their first appointment! The
shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree Drive. Call
(386) 402-7476 for more information or to make
your appointment.

The Daytona Beach Fire Department is partnering with The Early Learning Coalition of Flagler
and Volusia to collect toys for local Flagler and Volusia children in need this holiday season. New,
unwrapped toys can be dropped off at any of the seven Daytona Beach Fire Departments through
Friday, December 10th. For a full list of toy drop off locations and for other ways to donate to
the Toy Drive, visit ELCFV.org.
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Congratulations Sergeant Jennifer Mongosa! Sgt. Mongosa
graduated from Class 49 of the Florida Leadership
Academy in November. The Florida Leadership Academy
consists of four week-long sessions where participants
learn skills necessary to support the needs of their
agencies and communities in preparation for future
challenges. The goal of the academy is to prepare first-line
supervisors in criminal justice organizations to exemplify
the character and integrity expected of criminal justice
professionals, while examining the various components
necessary to become efficient leaders.
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WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO!

On Nov. 17, Sheriff Mike Chitwood and the Georgia non-profit
organization Irondog K9 International honored Volusia K-9s
Endo (pictured) and Ax for their actions responding to an armed
carjacking incident in Deltona in September. Endo and Ax were
each shot while working to apprehend the fleeing suspect. Both
K-9s received the Purple Heart from the Sheriff’s Office and a
Medal of Honor from Irondog K9. The Purple Heart is the retiring
K-9 Endo’s second since 2016. K-9 Ax has been back on duty with
his handler, Deputy AJ Davis.

Women United (a United Way affiliate) celebrated their grantees at their Evening of Thanks event at
the CiCi & Hyatt Brown Museum of Art in Daytona Beach on November 18. Women United, with
their Power of the Purse event in August, was able to raise over $105,000 to grant back into our
community. At the Evening of Thanks, WU presented the grant recipients their check with a beautiful
presentation. This photo is of the 2021 Women United Board of Directors.
Photo: Meghan Hughes, Megaphone Marketing

Nov 19, Brittany Davis poses for a photo-op with
one of our more reptilian locals at Airboat Rides
at Midway. Brittany celebrated her 35th birthday
this year with family on an airboat tour on the
inky waters of the St. Johns River. Find more fun
things to do at
Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB.

Congratulations to the Port Orange South Daytona Chamber of Commerce Leadership Class of 2021 on their graduation ceremony on November
17, 2021, at the Riverside Pavilion. The nine-week civic engagement course is an annual program and provides in-depth experiences including city
government, health and human services, public safety, environment and leadership skills training.

Alina Riensema and Jonny Love of NSB have a unique water
feature and plants from local Lindley’s Garden Center that
will receive “Garden of the Month” designation from the NSB
Garden Club this month. Neighbors also contributed the Florida
succulent ice plants and accent coquina rocks. The homeowners
did the design and carpentry work themselves. The main goal was
less water usage, zero weed killer and non-phosphorus fertilizers
to protect local waterways.
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The local wildlife are preparing for winter! This playful baby dolphin in the
intracoastal was spotted by local wildlife photographer, Shelley Lynch. Find
more of Shelley’s impressive work at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

Congratulations to Chris and Kayli Kirk on their
recent elopement in North Carolina. The two
wed in a private ceremony after a hike up the
mountains. Chris, a local photographer, has had
his work featured several times on our cover.
Congrats to the newlyweds!
Photo: Nathaniel Flowers
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Fishing Guide

POWERED BY:

WAVE

All Text & Photos Provided by

Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
Well, the cold weather is here and the fish are not slowing down on the bite. With cold air, less
rain and a fair share of wind, the water clarity is getting super clean. Big trout, redfish and snook have
all been spotted in the backwaters and lagoon waters. The winter season is gearing up to be a sight
caster’s delight.
With the changing weather and higher tides, the paddle tail soft baits have been doing the trick for
local surfer/shaper Erie Peeples (@nastystrikebaits) pictured top right showing his beautiful redfish
caught in a backwater creek off of his Core Micro Paddle Skiff.
In mid-November, my neighbor Rob Vella invited me and my kids for a quick trip to the inlet and we
scored a few nice fights with some black drum using live shrimp. Pictured bottom right is my son Ethan
Eichstaedt (@Ethans._World_) showing his hefty catch!
Until the end of November, I had only seen a few bigger trout in the shallows during the month, but
Emily Struve (@TheLittleMermaid_FL, pictured below) of St. Augustine scored this beauty of a gator
trout first cast on live shrimp in the skinny waters of the back creeks in Bethune Beach. This fish was
so powerful it snapped the bottom of the fishing rod during the fight and she was still able to land the
beast!
Moving into December, look for larger schools of redfish, snook and trout and be sure to be as
stealth as possible. I’m really liking live shrimp and any rubber artificial, especially the Nasty Strike
Baits!

Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!
BEST DAYS TO FISH IN DECEMBER: 1 - 6, 10 - 12, 17 -21, 25 - 26, 31
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giving back
to our community!
to our community!
FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!
Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

Stay well ahead
of hip pain.
Don’t let arthritis slow you down.

21-ORTHO-09203

You’re out there living life to the fullest every chance you get. You
shouldn’t have to slow down for hip pain. AdventHealth New Smyrna
Beach’s expert orthopedics team is highly experienced in providing
innovative, whole-person solutions for hip disorders — from minimally
invasive surgery to total hip replacement — designed to get you back
in motion, fast.

Scan to request an appointment,
or call 386-586-1485.

AdventHealthOrthoInstitute.com
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