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This Diamond Squid, about two inches in length, was captured by prized 
photographer, Michael Patrick O’Neill, during a dive offshore in Palm Beach late at 
night while drifting in the Gulf Stream Current over very deep water. Check out more 
of his work online at: www.mpostock.com -  Read more about O’Neill on page 7. 
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Tiffany Evers is the editor and 
co-owner of East Coast Current 
magazine. In 2014 she was recognized 
by Editor & Publisher Magazine as 
one of the “25 Under 35” innovators 
in the newspaper industry. In 2016 she 
was elected to the Board of Directors 
for the Southeast Volusia Chamber of 
Commerce. Follow her @eccprint

It’s officially holiday season and if you’re 
anything like me, then the hunt for the perfect 
gift has just begun. I am a self-proclaimed, “Gift 
Master” and I have certain guidelines I like to 
follow while on the hunt for the perfect present. 

1. Support Small: My top priority when 
gifting during the holidays is to shop small 
and support individuals who put passion 
into their art and products. As one of the 
owners of this magazine, I understand the 
importance of supporting entrepreneurs. If I 
can buy locally and impress my family and 
friends at the same time, then I call that a 
win! 

2. Uniqueness: The second most important 
thing for me is to find the most unique gift 
I possibly can. I want to figure out what 
would make your eyes light up without even 
the smallest chance that someone else had 
cleverly come up with the same idea.  

3. Value in Your Life: I don’t mean the actual 
value, or the cost of the gift itself; to me, 
that is not a factor at all. Value in your life 
can mean a couple things, like how it makes 
you feel and if you can (or will) actually 
use it. Does it add something to your life? 
Ideally, I want that in the perfect gift.

A month ago I was emailed by a local author 
and photographer, Michael Patrick O’Neill. He 
recently published a new book titled Meet Me 
Underwater: A Photographic Celebration of 
Florida’s Aquatic Wonders, and asked if he sent it 
to me, would I review it? Knowing nothing about 
it, except that the title intrigued me, I said yes.

A couple of days later it arrived and when I 
opened the package, the first thing I noticed 
was the size. The layout is 11 inches wide by 
almost 9 inches tall. The incredible images, all 

taken in different areas of Florida, were the main 
highlight… as they should be. The image on the 
cover and first couple of pages are absolutely 
breathtaking and can’t help but make you want to 
see more. 

The dedication of this book is: To all 
Floridians, and the introduction, written by O’Neill 
himself is as follows: 

“I’ve traveled the world to photograph exotic 
locations and shared my work with millions of 
people via presentations, awards, documentaries, 
social media, books and magazines. One 
question that comes up often is, ‘What’s your 
favorite place?’ My answer is always, ‘Florida!’ 
I hope you enjoy this book and that my images 
inspire you to explore and protect Florida’s 
aquatic wonders.”

The contents are separated into the following 
sections: Blackwater, Endangered Species, 
Mullet Migration, Freshwater and Inshore. 
While every one of them features incredible 
photographs, none grabbed my attention more 
than the blackwater photograph section.

O’Neill writes, “At night, when you’re in 
bed, one of the world’s largest and most 
mysterious animal migrations is happening. Tiny 
planktonic creatures - a wide variety of fish and 
invertebrates - ascend at sunset from the abyssal 
depths to feed near the ocean’s surface. They 
remain there until sunrise, when they return to 
the bottom of the ocean.”

Dedicated photographers go out in the middle 
of the night, and dive into the pitch black waters 
without lights and barely making a sound, to 
capture the most unique and beautiful creatures 
we would never have known to exist. The cover 
of this issue was my favorite of all the blackwater 
photography options he sent to me and is a 

Diamond Squid, about two inches in length. He 
captured it during a dive offshore in Palm Beach 
late at night while drifting in the Gulf Stream 
Current over very deep water.  

Page after page of jaw-dropping images 
make up this wonderful coffee-table book, along 
with the perfect amount of text highlighting 
interesting facts about the subject and location 
where it was taken. My 6-year-old son and I 
read the book in its entirety together and then 
my 9-year-old daughter followed. Every one of 
us genuinely enjoyed this book for two reasons. 
The photographs were top notch and the writing 
was well done. It was intriguing, enlightening and 
entertaining, all in one. 

After I finished reading it the first time, I 
immediately knew it was going to be my go-to 
gift this year. I went to the author ’s website, 
www.batfishbooks.com only to find out he has 
seven other books just like this one! His books 
are designed to encourage readers of all ages 
to become involved in reading, writing, science 
and conservation. I also discovered he sells 
prints of his photography from his years of travel. 
Those can be viewed and purchased online at         
www.mpostock.com. 

O’Neill states, “Even though I have been 
taking photos for nearly three decades, I’m still 
passionate about it. When I am not taking photos, 
I’m thinking about taking photos. I also haven’t 
taken my best one yet. It’s still out there, and I 
never get tired of chasing it. It’s the thrill of the 
hunt.”

Although the book was gifted to me for review, 
I was not paid to write the following review. 
These are my true feelings, and yes, I will be 
purchasing more copies to give during this 
holiday season. 

www.BatFishBooks.com

Born and raised in São 
Paulo, Brazil, Michael 

is an award-winning 
photographer, author and 

FAA Cer tified (Par t 107) 
drone pilot specializing 

in marine wildlife and 
environmental issues. 

He lives in Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL, and for the 

last 27 years has traveled 
extensively wor ldwide 

photographing diverse 
aquatic animals, habitats 

and man’s impact on them.

Meet Me Underwater: A Photographic Celebration of Florida’s Aquatic Wonders
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St. Petersburg, FL - The sixth annual Reggae 
Rise Up Florida (RRU) music festival was 
held October 21 - 24, 2021 at Vinoy Park, a 
waterfront venue in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Originally scheduled for March 2020 dates, the 
music festival was postponed a total of three 
times during the pandemic. To make up for 
the postponements, an extra night, Thursday, 
October 21 was added to the festival schedule.

Big name reggae artists headlined the event, 
including Stephen Marley, Damian “Jr Gong” 
Marley, Slightly Stoopid, SOJA, Dirty Heads, 
Tribal Seeds and Iration. Other bands on the 
bill included Fortunate Youth, Matisyahu, The 
Elovators, Ballyhoo! and more. 

My RRU festival experience was outstanding! 
I had life-changing events occur during the 
pandemic and received a refund for my ticket 
for the original dates. When the event was 
rescheduled, I had to go, but the new dates 
were already sold out. I sent an email explaining 
my circumstances and was connected with a 
direct contact at Live Nite Events (LNE), an 
event organizer and full service entertainment 
company, in order to have my three-day VIP 
wristband reinstated. LNE made an exception to 
make sure a devoted music-lover could attend.

The music festival brings in an estimated 
15,000 fans per day. Only Thursday tickets 
remained at the kick off of the festival. The 
sold-out crowds consisted of all ages. The 
festival plans for the 11.6-acre park venue 
included multiple stages, world-class production, 
interactive activities, and large-scale art 
installations. More than 100 food and craft 
vendors were centrally located for attendees to 
eat, drink and shop. 

Below are highlights from my personal 
experience at the festival:

Friday - Our crew posted up at the Rise Up 
stage, the main area during the event. Kicking 
it off for us was Fortunate Youth, whose set was 
as hot as the Florida sun, blending a melting 
pot of blues, ska, rock and punk. Tribal Seeds 
played the magical sunset hour and cooled the 
crowd off with their classic reggae sound. To 
close the day was the infamous, Grammy-award 
winning Jamaican artist, Damian “Jr Gong” 
Marley. His presence exploded on the stage with 
his world-renowned lyrics and rhythmic beats 
radiating through the crowd. 

Saturday -  Saturday was my favorite day! 
We started at the Rise Up stage with The Ries 
Brothers, a duo from Clearwater, Florida. They 
got my crew’s day rolling with their high energy, 
sophisticated-soulful sound. We moved over 
to the Vibe Stage to catch The Elovators, a 
fun group that drew its energy from the crowd. 
Back at the Rise Up stage for the fiery HIRIE, 
a high-energy, down-to-earth female artist, who 
reminded the crowd we are all just human and 
are meant to take care of one another. Our crew 
agreed, we want to see more of her. Classic 
Grammy-nominated artist SOJA took over the 
Rise Up stage at sunset. His agile voice paired 
with good music transports and inspires all the 
fans. Closing the day was Slightly Stoopid, a 
band that can make everyone in a large crowd 
feel like family. The whole set was full of their 
eclectic musical styles and collaborations with 
other artists at the festival.

Sunday (Funday) - I always go by the motto, 
“never miss a Sunday show.” For us, the 
Sunday opener was singer/songwriter, Landon 
Macnamara, performing on the Rise Up stage. 
His blend of reggae, rock and blues sounds 
combine to give the crowd positive and relatable 
music. Next, we headed over to the Vibe Stage 
to hear Badfish, a tribute to Sublime. The band 
replicates Sublime’s essence by playing with 
great energy and spirit. Iration played at sunset 
on the Rise Up stage. Their love of music shines 
with their bright, fun and happy style. We ran 
over to the Vibe Stage to catch the always 
awesome Matisyahu. His set mixed classic, 
crowd-pleasing songs and debuted some new 
songs.

For me, the most surprising set was the 
RRU festival closer, Dirty Heads. I only knew a 
handful of their songs. Our crew walked up on 
their performance in full swing at the Rise Up 
stage. The vibe from the crowd was intense and 
so much fun. Every fan was dancing to their 
mix of hip-hop, reggae, rock sound. The band’s 
unforgettable set was full of positive vibes and 
infectious grooves that left a lasting impression 
on every live music lover. 

Reggae Rise Up Florida 2022 is planned for 
March 17 - 22 at the same incredible venue, 
Vinoy Park.

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a member 
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated 
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is  “Loving 
Living at the Beach.”  386-576-7722                       
 #NSBeachLife        @NSBMimi         #NSB

Reggae Rise Up Florida

LISTEN
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@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com 

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!

330 Canal Street

New Smyrna Beach

386.427.7674

Monday - Saturday

10 AM - 5 PM

Priscilla Chanfrau
REALTOR

386•451•5123

Buying & Selling Buying & Selling 
   with a Local    with a Local 
e: priscilla@adamscameron.com
w: priscillachanfrau.adamscameron.com 
    /priscillachanfraurealtor
   /priscillachanfrau_realtor
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YOUR TASTE 
MATTERS 

386.423.7992

1820 S Ridgewood Avenue 
Edgewater, FL 32141

Sun- Thurs 9 am - 10 pm 
Fri-Sat 9 am to 11 pm  

OWNER / MANAGER

Cathleen Bellerose
LPN, MMT, MLD-C

Mobile: 386-898-4967 
Address: 112 Orange Ave STE 200 Daytona Beach   

Website: pinklotustherapeutics.com

Specializing in Medical, sports and
Lymphatic Drainage Massage with a

Personal Trainer/Health Coach on site

lic# MA71536/MM38144



378 S. ATLANTIC AVENUE  | ORMOND BEACH, FL 32176
Each office is independently owned and operated.

980-213-7787
wisebeachhomes@gmail.com
BeachGirlHomes.com

ALLYSON WISE-BIRD
REALTOR®

www.PrimeIVHydration.com

Ormond Beach
28 W. Granada Blvd.

(386) 872-4840

New Smyrna Beach
426 Canal St.

(386) 428-4848

INJECTION
P A C K A G E Limit 2- per person. Expires 11/31/2021

SAVE $508INJECTIONS
For Just $150

BLACK FRIDAYSavings
A L L  MONTH  LONG !

We are Available for:
Ice Cream Socials 
Events & Parties

Weddings
School Events

386.260.2280
TheIceQueenTruck.com

Book Now for 
Holiday Events!

All wines, wine glasses & candles are available for retail.

311 Flagler Ave
NSB, 32169

Order Online
Text MANZ to 55678

Manzanosnsb.com



Look Charmed &
Charmed by the Sea
Clothing Boutiques

Flagler Avenue

1173 W. International 
Speedway Blvd
Daytona Beach

32114
(386) 267-0200

Eat in or carry out. 

199 Downing Street 
NSB, FL 32168

(386) 402-8673
JanesArtCenter.com

Fine Art. Sculpture Garden. 
Ceramic Classes. Events.
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inVESTment
Ok, if New York Fashion Week taught me one thing it would be to get myself a knit vest. I know - it’s confusing, right?! But, this fall fashion trend took over the runways and Instagram is 
drenched with styling ideas. This trend can be a little intimidating but totally wearable and there’s no wrong way to style these into your everyday wardrobe.

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 

FASHION
G
E
T
 T

H
E
 L

O
O
K
 

K
N

IT
 V

EST
 - H

&
M

 

Stylist • Blog • Photo • Model :  Danielle Napolitano  IG: @DreamWasteland 
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@poshpineapplensb | Voted #1 Gift Store in Volusia County | poshpineapplensb.com 

Your go-to shop for gifts &
women's clothing!

330 Canal Street

New Smyrna Beach

386.427.7674

Monday - Saturday

10 AM - 5 PM

Now 
Available

Tree of remembrance
32nd annual

2021
HOLIDAY COLLECTION

Visit
halifaxhealth.org/hospice/tor

to shop the complete collection.

Visit
halifaxhealth.org/hospice/tor

to shop the complete collection.
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#ECCToldMe NEWS

EDGEfest Chili Cook Off & Pet-a-Palooza:  EDGEfest has paired up the Pet-A-Palooza and Chili Cook Off events for a full day of fun for all ages.  Two great events 
in one place - Rotary Park (902 West Park Avenue) on Saturday, November 20 from 12 to 4 p.m. Do you love animals? We sure do! We have partnered with the Edgewater 
Animal Shelter and will celebrate animals of all kinds at the annual EDGEfest Pet-A-Palooza. This event was originally scheduled for April, but was canceled due to inclement 
weather.  There will be plenty of fun pet related contests, games and lots of pet resources and vendors on hand.  You may even find a forever friend at one of the many rescue 
organizations who will be represented. There will be food, music and probably a good deal of barking! Mark your calendar and bring your four-legged friends (on a leash, 
of course).  Do you love chili? We do, too! You can taste all the amateur and professional chili at the annual Chili Cook Off for just $5 and kids under 10 taste for free. It is 
tasters’ choice so your votes will pick the winners. Proceeds from the Chili Cook Off will go towards our Local School Scholarship Fund which helps Edgewater students 
make their college dreams come true.  We will have music, games and lots of fun so come hungry and ready for a good time! If your business, civic group, club, church or 
family is interested in getting involved or for more information, please call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org.   CityOfEdgewater.org

Libraries Land Grant to Purchase 650 New Hotspots: Volusia County is about to more than double the number of mobile Wi-Fi hotspot devices that residents can check 
out at county libraries. The small devices that enable users to establish a portable Internet connection are especially useful for people who either don’t have home Internet access or 
have Internet service, but their signal is unstable. The county has 350 of the devices, but they’re usually all checked out and the wait time for library patrons to get one can be a month 
or more. But now, Library Services is about to get another 650 of the devices. The Library Services Division recently landed a $385,785 grant from the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to pay for the additional devices as well as the associated fees for unlimited data service for all 1,000 devices. Library patrons are allowed to check out a hotspot for 
a two-week period. The additional devices, county officials wrote in the grant application to FCC, “will help us address the large reservation queue that exists for our existing hotspots 
and service.” In October, the County Council approved a budget resolution officially accounting for the grant money, which is coming from the FCC’s Emergency Connectivity Fund. 
The fund is designed to help libraries and schools provide residents with remote learning tools and services during the COVID-19 pandemic. The federal fund was established as part 
of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. The grant will pay for the hotspot service for a year. Library Services would need to apply again each year to seek continued reimbursement 
for the cost of the service. All of the county’s hotspot devices have filtering software, as required by the Children’s Internet Protection Act.   VoluisaLibrary.org 

Volusia’s Most Instagrammable Street Art:  Sidestepping from Volusia County’s coastal byways can get pretty artsy if you know where to look. Because 
our most “Instagrammable” street art is often hidden, here is a top five countdown that paints the way from north to south: 5) A sea of sepia-toned spectators and 
Model-T Fords create a dramatic backdrop at Ormond Garage. Painted in tribute to the town of Ormond Beach as the “Birthplace of Racing,” find this mural on 
the side wall of the brewery’s back patio. 4) Surprising, art-filled alleyways wind between the Riverfront Shops of Daytona. Enter Orange Alley off Orange Avenue, 
past the stare of a disgruntled, rogue Care Bear, to dozens of creative works. 3) Pose among a feeding frenzy of sharks plus a giant inking octopus at Boondocks 
Restaurant & Tiki Bar located in Wilbur by the Sea. This expansive mural runs nearly 45 feet in length from Boondock’s parking lot to the river. 2) Jane’s Art Center in 
New Smyrna Beach is covered in commissioned artwork. The “Got Art?” Gator (pictured) is the latest masterpiece added to Jane’s exterior. 1) A graffiti hodgepodge 
of iconic characters including Mr. Monopoly and Woodstock from the Peanuts comics lend a splash of color to a cement seawall along Callalisa Creek’s Paddle Trail. 
This mural is best viewed by paddle board. Find it a short distance from the boat launch at Callalisa Park also in New Smyrna Beach. Check out more guides to local 
adventures at:  Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
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Finding Beauty - As a licensed esthetician, I am always 
interested in the skin care and beauty routines of people 
from other times in history. 

I was looking for something along the same lines about 
the Pilgrims coming in on the Mayflower. Did the women 
get all gussied up for the three-day feast celebrating 
along with the Native Americans? How about the men? 
What about the Wampanoags that celebrated with them 
for that first Thanksgiving in 1621? 

My research did not come anywhere close to healthy 
skin care or cleanliness. The Pilgrims arriving in America 
resisted bathing. They reportedly smelled so bad, a 
surviving member of the Patuxet Nation even tried and 
failed to convince them to start washing themselves. 
You did not want to be down-wind of these people. I can 
just picture the Wampanoags saying stuff like, “Dude, 
thy smelleth really badith. You need to take your stinky 
selves to some water now or no more get-togethers.” Or 
something like that.

Bathing as we know it, was practically non-existent 
among western Europeans until the later part of the 18th 
century. They just didn’t associate the concept of water 
with being clean. They felt submerging their whole body 
in water was unhealthy, and removing their clothes was 
immodest. So, if water wasn’t the answer to cleanliness, 
what was?

According to Peter Ward, a professor emeritus of 
history at the University of British Columbia, “Cleanliness, 
to the extent people thought about it in the 17th century, 
had a great influence on what we now call underwear. 
The linen underwear that they wore under their clothes 

was thought to be a cleaning agent which kept the bodies’ 
impurities, dirt and sweat, etc. on the linen. 

Colonists kept themselves “clean” by changing their 
white linens under their clothes. They thought the cleaner 
and whiter the linens, the cleaner the person. To prove 
their cleanliness to others, a bit of their white collar could 
be seen to show others how clean and morally pure they 
were. It also forced them to clean their underwear about 
every three days when the dirt would start showing. 

As for that first Thanksgiving, due to the diseases 
caused from their filth, and cold weather, only four or five 
women out of 19 survived the trip. The meal was made by 
the men, and they did not serve turkey! Because of the 
daily bathing and good grooming of the Native Americans, 
they weren’t only repulsed by horrific body odor, but the 
colonists’ lack of hygiene passed along microbes to which 
Native Americans had no prior exposure, and therefore 
no immunity. 

So, what’s my advice this Thanksgiving? If you don’t 
choose to bathe, at least wear clean underwear.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Pilgrims’ Greatest Invention

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. 

FEATUREUNWIND
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  w
e ship!

For  all

• Key Lime Pie

• Cookies 

• Pie on a Stick 

• Bath & Body 

• Marinades 

• Sauces

• Dressing

• Salsa

• Candy

things

Key imeL

1842 Patterson Ave., DeLand   keylimeshop.com

         Outlet  Pricing  in our 
        DeLand Store Every Day

386.427.2903   •   RiverparkTerrace.com   •   302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168

Follow Us On Social Media 
For Events & Specials 

Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or 
indoors in an intimate setting. 

 BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS
Enjoy Local Live Music While You Dine

Tuesday - Sunday

NEW SUMMER HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday Hours:

Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm 
Friday - Saturday Hours:

Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm
Sunday Hours:

Brunch 11am-3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm
Closed Monday
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice
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 SAT @ 11 AM - 10 PM
 NOV 13

A family event of pirate-themed 
arts/crafts, vendors, movies, games 
and entertainment, plus pirate ship 
and costume contests!

13
Pirates on the Edge

Menard May Park, Edgewater

 SAT - SUN
 NOV 13 - 14

Live music, plentiful places to 
dine and 120+ artisans and 
their creative wares displayed 
with gift-giving in mind.

Flamingo Follies

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 9 AM - 5 PM
 NOV 27

Enjoy a wide variety of beautiful 
gifts and holiday decor handcrafted 
by local artisans.

27
Coastal Christmas Market

Canal Street, NSB

  SAT @ 1 - 7 PM 
 NOV 27

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $25.

Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 FRI @ 5 - 8 PM 
 DEC 3 

The avenue will be aglow with 
entertainers, carolers, and more as 
businesses light their façades and 
offer food and drink tastings.

Light Up Flagler

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 DAILY TOURS
 NOV 1 - JAN 22

Stetson Mansion decks the halls, walls 
and ceilings for the holidays! Daily tours 
offered for $27+; must be booked in 
advance @ StetsonMansion.com

Christmas Spectacular

Stetson Mansion, DeLand

 FRI @ 6 - 8 PM 
 DEC 3 

Drive through the North Pole and 
see Santa as he comes to town! 
Treats will be given out along the 
way.

3
North Pole Drive Through

Reed Canal Park, S. Daytona

 THU - SUN 
 NOV 11 - 14

Tix start @ $99.50 per day for 
the star-studded massive lineup 
of your favorite rock bands. 
WelcomeToRockvilleFestival.com

Welcome to Rockville

Daytona International Speedway

 THU - SUN 
 NOV 11 - 14

Join in the celebration by 
eating, dancing, drinking and 
singing like a Greek!

Greek Festival

129 N. Halifax Ave., Daytona

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM 
 NOV 13

Honor those who have served 
our nation at this heartwarming 
annual parade that kicks off 
with a military flyover.

13
Veterans Day Parade

Woodland Blvd., DeLand

 SAT @ 9 AM - 5 PM
 NOV 6

A fun day of shopping 
for antiques, primitives, 
repurposed items, jewelry, 
salvage and more.

Antique and Vintage Market

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 NOV 6

An outdoor market of handmade 
items, decor, gifts, plants and baked 
goods! Free parking, benefits local 
missions.

6
Outdoor Holiday Bazaar

201 South Peninsula Ave., NSB

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 NOV 6 / DEC 4

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk 
features solo/group exhibitions, 
artist talks.

Art Walk & Gallery Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT - SUN @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 NOV 20 - 21

Free festival of artists’ exhibits, 
kids’ activities, live music and 
performances.

Fall Festival of the Arts

Downtown DeLand

 SAT @ 12 - 5 PM 
 NOV 20

From burgers to chicken and 
everything in between - sample 
different styles from restaurants. $15/
tasting passport @ FlaglerAve.com.

NSB Slider Challenge

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 12 - 8 PM 
 NOV 20

Free admission, parking and 
entertainment to visit your 
favorite food trucks, plus beer 
& wine garden.

20
Battle of the Food Trucks

Port Orange City Center

 SAT - SUN 
 NOV 20 - 21

Tiny houses, skoolies, vardos, DIYs, 
professional builds, and private-home 
owners, plus workshops, speakers, 
music, food and vendors. $20/person

FL Tiny House Festival

Cacklebery Campground, NSB

 NOV 4 - 14
 

The event of the season w/ carnival 
rides, food, live entertainment, 
livestock shows and more!

Volusia County Fair

Volusia County Fairgrounds, DeLand

 SAT @ 12 - 4 PM
 NOV 20

Sample and vote for the best chili for 
$5, plus enjoy music, local vendors 
and pet expo with adoptable pets and 
contests! 

20
Chili Cookoff/Petapalooza

Rotary Park, Edgewater

 FRI @ 4 - 8 PM
 DEC 3 

For $15 you’ll indulge in multiple 
cookies, get recipe cards, a holiday 
cookie box, a map of host locations, and 
VOTE for your favorite! FlaglerAve.com

NSB Cookie Challenge

Flagler Avenue, NSB

6

20

27

1-30

11-14
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Holiday Holiday 
ParadesParades
TOMOKA BOATTOMOKA BOAT

FRI, DEC 10 @ 6 - 9 PM
Route: visible from the River Grille, 

Ormond Beach.

HOLLY HILLHOLLY HILL
SAT, DEC 4 @ 10 AM

Route: Flomich St. & US1 @ 15th
St. to 10th St., ending behind City 

Hall

NSBNSB
SAT, DEC 4 @ 4 PM

Route: Waterfront Loop from
Flagler Ave. to Canal St.

DAYTONA BOATDAYTONA BOAT
SAT, DEC 4 @ 6 PM

Route: Along Halifax River, ending 
at Halifax River Yacht Club 

PORT ORANGE PORT ORANGE 
SUN, DEC 5 @ 2 PM

Route: Dunlawton Ave. from 
Jackson St. to Spruce Creek Rd.

EDGEWATEREDGEWATER
SAT, DEC 11 @ 10 AM

Route: Indian River Blvd. from Air 
Park Road east to Banyan St.

OAK HILLOAK HILL
SAT, DEC 11 @ 2 PM

Route: N. on US 1 to blinking
lights, east on Halifax Ave. to
Gaines Street, end at Mary

Dewees Park.

DEBARYDEBARY
SUN, DEC 12 @ 3 PM

Route: Spring Vista Drive to N. U.S. 
Hwy 17/92 until Poinsettia Drive

DELANDDELAND
SAT, DEC 4 @ 6 PM

Route: DeLand High School, 800 
North Hill Avenue

ORANGE CITYORANGE CITY
SAT, DEC 11 @ 5 PM

Route: Volusia Ave. from French 
to Ohio

DAYTONADAYTONA
SAT, DEC 11 @ 6 PM

Route: Along Beach St. from 
Bethune Park to Bay St.

SEV BOAT SEV BOAT 
SAT, DEC 11 @ 3 PM

Route: Indian River from marker
53 (Edgewater) north to

Riverside Park (NSB)

ORMOND ORMOND 
SAT, DEC 11 @ 6:30 PM

Route: City Hall to Granada Blvd.

4-14 6

11-14 13-14

20-21 20-21

3
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days

O N E  D A Y T O N A
A R T  F E S T I V A L
N O V E M B E R  1 3  &  1 4     1 0 A M - 5 P M

P R E S E N T S

ARTIST BOOTHS, VENDORS, 
CHALK ART COMPETITION, 

KIDS ART PROJECT & MORE! 
www.onedaytona.com/artfest ival2021
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  SAT @ 6 - 8 PM
 DEC 4

Live Christmas concert, official 
lighting of City Center, Santa 
and free horse-drawn carriage 
and hayrides!

Christmas in the Park

Port Orange City Center

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 NOV 6 / DEC 4

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

6
Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT - SUN @ 9 AM - 5 PM
 NOV 6 - 7

The festival attracts 45,000 
visitors to view the works of 
over 230 fine artists and artisans 
from all over the country.

Halifax Art Festival

Canal Street, NSB

 NOV 19 - JAN 1

Enjoy an amazing holiday light 
display from the comfort of your 
own vehicle! $17/vehicle @ 
MagicOfLights.com

Magic of Lights

Daytona International Speedway

 FRI @ 5 - 9 PM 
 NOV 26

Tree lighting ceremony plus 
live music and Santa’s grand 
entrance kick off the holiday 
season!

Spark the Spirit

Christmas Park, Canal St., NSB

 FRI @ 6 PM
 DEC 10 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and 
enjoy a FREE screening of popular 
movies. December movie: The 
Grinch (2018)  

10 

Movies on the Halifax

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 THUR @ 4 - 6:30 PM
 NOV 11

Join In This Corner boxing club as 
they reveal their newly created out-
door space. Bring a non-perishable 
item for free entry.

Patio for Parkinson’s Reveal

201 S Ridgewood Ave., Edgewater

 FRI @ 7 PM 
 NOV 19

The preeminent Frankie Valli and The Four 
Seasons tribute group combines spot-on 
vocals with a genuine ability to entertain 
an audience. Tix @ FlaglerAuditorium.com

Let’s Hang On! 

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

 WED @ 9 AM - 4 PM
 NOV 17

Spice things up w/ Glo Skin Beauty - 
call to schedule an appt. for makeup 
advice and application by expert, 
Adam! $25 deposit required.

Fall into Beauty @ The MedSpa

The MedSpa of NSB

 THU - SUN 
 NOV 25 - 28

The largest combined classic 
car show and swap meet in the 
US! Family-friendly w/ 5,000+ 
collector cars. TurkeyRun.com

Daytona Turkey Run

Throughout Port Orange

 SAT - SUN 
 NOV 20 - 21

Enjoy fresh caught seafood, kids’ 
fishing, craft beer, live music 
and eco-life presentations. Free 
admission

Riverfest Seafood Festival

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 REGISTER NOW!
 DEC 10

Join the SEV Chamber for 
networking, 18 holes of golf, prizes, 
Grab-N-Go breakfast, awards 
luncheon & SWAG! $150/player

SEV Chamber Golf Classic

Sugar Mill Country Club, NSB

4

17

26

10

19

6 - 7 11

19-30

20-21 25-28
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DISCOVER A WORLD OF ART
Fine Art. Sculpture Garden. Ceramic Classes. Events. 

386-402-8673  |  JanesArtCenter.com
199 Downing Street  |  New Smyrna Beach 32168
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“I don’t believe this guy.”

“What?” my wife said. She watched me as I 
looked, bug-eyed, into the rear-view mirror.

“This guy tailgating us. Any closer and the 
bastard will be in our backseat.”

“Just watch the road. Here’s the turn into 
Walmart.” She ordered. She orders me a lot, 
which is fine. Saves me time from having to 
think.

I maneuvered our little blue Honda Civic 
into the right-hand turn lane and slowed down. 
Glancing left, and then upwards, craning my 
neck, I watched the giant black pickup truck 
glide past. Completely opaque windows kept 
the driver hidden. I gotta admit it was kind of 
intimidating - the intended effect, I’m sure. It 
was all show-off chrome, the body buffed to an 
obnoxious, black sheen, and had tires the size 
of the Budweiser horses. Someone spent a lot 
of time keeping that thing clean. 

“I see someone can keep their truck clean,” 
my wife said. 

Feeling it was best to ignore that, I said, “It’s 
a leftover from Truck Week, two months ago in 
Daytona.”

“Truck Week?” my wife said.

I turned onto the New Smyrna Beach 
Walmart parking lot access road and said, 
“Every June all the numbskulls who own large 
black pickup trucks gather in Daytona to display 
and prove their poor driving habits.”

“Oh, stop it,” my wife said. 

“It’s true. They all get together like a 

bunch of large lovebugs to congregate and 
probably propagate for all I know.”

“What about your black pickup truck?” she 
said.

“It’s charcoal gray, not black. And it’s a work 
truck.”

“You retired 10 years ago, and we just got 
the truck six months ago. That truck has not 
carried tools. Ever.”

“I carry tools in it. Sometimes.” 

“And it’s filthy.” 

I knew that was coming. I was deciding how 
to respond to that, and I was deciding what 
aisle to turn down - one that I would remember, 
hopefully, when we came back out. And then I 
saw it, heading our way on the access drive, 
the giant black pickup truck was coming right at 
us. It must have turned off the highway at the 
farther entrance for some reason. My wife saw 
him at the same time I did.

“Did you flip him off back there?” she yelled.

“Absolutely not,” I yelled back, and turned 
down an aisle and parked.

The black truck passed our aisle but turned 
down the next and parked in front of us. The 
door opened and a young blonde woman 
climbed out, locked up, and strode towards the 
store. Never even looked at us cowering there. 
Her hair was in a ponytail, and she looked like 
she had just come from a game of tennis, and 
her nails were a mean-looking bright red.

“I’m getting my nails done today,” my wife 
said.

Of Lovebugs and Pickup Trucks

CONVO

By the Local Curmudgeon
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With our recent taste of cooler weather, Floridians 
everywhere are flocking to the outdoors. With the promise 
of days ahead that won’t feel like they’re being spent on the 
surface of the sun, my family is gearing up for camping season 
and we kicked it off with a trip to a fun riverside spot for plenty 
of fresh air.

Ever since Florida state parks lifted restrictions on park 
capacity and reopened for camping earlier this year, there has 
been a huge influx of campers, even in the hottest months. 
Even with 57 camping parks, finding a spot to lay your head in 
the perfect weather for camping season can be very difficult 
right now without scheduling months in advance. 

So, we decided to check out some privately owned 
campgrounds around the state. With the help of apps like The 
Dyrt, which helps you locate campgrounds and info wherever 
you may be (over 1,070 in Florida alone!), we locked in on 
Riverside Lodge Resort in Inverness. It wasn’t far from our 
all-time favorite FL state park, Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs 
Wildlife State Park. It’s also pet-friendly, which can be tough to 
find in a campsite, so it was an easy decision. 

We borrowed a camper from our wonderfully kind and 
generous friends, and hit the road with our daughter and two 
pups. Although Avery has been all over the state already in her 
toddler lifetime, this was a completely new experience for both 

her and our two dogs, Kodi and Bluey, and allowed them to 
explore and enjoy being their grubby, stick-collecting selves in 
the great outdoors. 

If you don’t have a camper, Riverside Lodge offers a place 
to stay no matter what gear you have in tow. Primitive tent sites 
are offered on the secluded Discovery Island. A covered picnic 
pavilion is available for shared use along with a mini kitchen to 
make yourself at home. Small walking trails run throughout the 
island to explore as well.

Riverside Lodge Resort - Inverness, FL

‘Tis the (Camping) Season
Photos by Kelsey Walters

Place a Coupon ad 
here for only $50 a month! 

Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info. 

Get Noticed! 

TRAVEL
If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org
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Camper, RV and full hookup sites are located on the riverfront 
for gorgeous views of the Withlacoochee River any time of day. 
The riverfront loop features a large community campfire circle, 
fishing pier and clubhouse. 

If hauling your home-away-from-home isn’t your thing, but 
you’re still craving a taste of the outdoors, rent a cabin on the 
island. Many are situated on the Cypress Creek leading to the 
river and come in different styles to fit your needs, including 
classic country cabins, cozy cottages and luxury log cabins. Most 
of the cabins are pet-friendly as well! Boat, canoe and golf cart 
rentals are available to all campers, as well as free WiFi and a 
community playground. 

Just across the street you’ll find Wild Bill’s Airboat Tours and 
River Safaris if you prefer to let someone else do the boating. 
There’s no shortage of wildlife on these waters. During our stay 
we spotted plenty of gators right off the shore and fishing pier, 
much to Avery’s delight. She and Kodi - a 5-year-old Chinese 
crested powderpuff (yes, that’s a real breed) -  are thick as 
thieves, and spent most of their time wandering, climbing trees 
and getting muddy collecting rocks, sticks and leaves. Our other 
dog, Bluey - a 1-year-old blue heeler/dachshund mix - preferred 
to post up on the bed in the camper for snuggles and lounge 
around the picnic table and firepit, all while keeping a close eye 
on her kiddo. 

Just a few minutes away you’ll find the historic downtown 
section of Inverness with plenty of restaurants and shops to visit. 
There are also plenty of state parks and springs nearby, so you 
are still close enough to visit even if you can’t find a site inside, 
including KP Hole, Rainbow Springs and Weeki Wachee Springs. 
We visited Fort Cooper State Park for a picnic lunch and leisurely 
hiking along the river’s edge. 

The best part of visiting an outdoor riverside resort like this is 
the sense of community. Each evening was spent lounging on 
swings by the river and laughing around the campfire with new 
friends. 

Riverside Lodge Resort
12561 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Inverness, FL 34450
Office Hours: 12 - 6 p.m. daily
RiversideLodgeResort.com
(352) 726-2002
FB: @RiversideLodgeCabins
Tent Campsites: $30/night
RV/Camper Sites: $50/night
Cabins: $110 - $130/night

Kelsey Walters is the publisher 
and one of the co-owners 
of East Coast Current, a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of four years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 3-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi and Bluey. 
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Preparation:

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly grease an 8x8 or 9x9-inch cake pan and line it with 
parchment paper. Set aside.

Combine vegetable oil and sugars in a large bowl and mix. Add eggs and vanilla extract, beating 
well.

In a separate bowl, whisk together flour, cocoa powder, salt, chocolate chips and walnuts. Add 
to the wet mixture and fold together until well-combined but not overmixed. Pour batter into the 
prepared pan. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes, or until moist, clumpy crumbs appear when you insert a 
toothpick into the center.

To Create The Brownie Mix Jar:
Place a large funnel in a 16 ounce Mason jar. Pour the ingredients through the funnel in the 
following order, tapping the jar against the table to even layers out as you go: sugar, brown sugar, 
half flour + salt, cocoa powder, remaining flour + baking powder, chocolate chips, walnuts.

Close the jar lid tightly, wrap with a festive ribbon and attach instructions: “Mix well with 3 eggs, 
1/2 cup oil, and 2 teaspoons vanilla extract. Bake in a greased 8x8 or 9x9 baking pan at 350 
degrees F for 20 to 25 minutes, until a toothpick inserted comes out with moist crumbs on it.” 

Nutrition
Calories: 332kcal | Carbohydrates: 31g | Protein: 5g | Fat: 22g | Saturated Fat: 13g | Cholesterol: 
55mg | Sodium: 91mg | Potassium: 202mg | Fiber: 3g | Sugar: 21g | Vitamin A: 80IU | Calcium: 
37mg | Iron: 2.1mg

• 1/2 cup vegetable oil

• 1/2 cup brown sugar, packed

• 1/4 cup granulated sugar

• 3 eggs, lightly beaten

• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract

• 1/2 cup all-purpose flour

• 1/2 cup cocoa powder

• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt

• 1/2 cup semi-sweet chocolate 

chips; optional

• 1/2 cup walnuts chopped; 
optional

Ingredients:

Homemade Brownies & A Mix Gift JarHomemade Brownies & A Mix Gift JarTASTE

Once you’ve made a batch of Homemade Brownies, you’ll never use a box mix again! The perfect blend of fudgy and 
cakey and jam-packed with chocolate, your family and friends will love receiving this one bowl brownie recipe (minus three 
ingredients!) in a gift jar for the holidays - or just because!

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food 
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author 
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with 
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork & 
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Prep Time: 5 minutes  •  Cook Time: 20 minutes  •  Servings: 9
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UNWIND
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INSIDE LOOK: Bagel Barn Cafe & Deli

Volusia County is filled with an abundance of wonderful 
eateries, created by driven individuals with passion and 
dedication, who want nothing more than to share their talent 
and culinary vision with our community. This is why locals love 
living here and others are excited to travel from surrounding 
cities to experience our unique and delightfully tasty towns. 

Well, it is time to add another restaurant to your list of 
places to try next. In March 2021, husband and wife team, Joe 
and Sue Benigno, opened The Bagel Barn Cafe and Deli in 
Edgewater and have created quite the buzz. Not only did they 
bring something completely new to the city, but they stepped 
into a location that was home to a local favorite for the past 10 
years, giving it the facelift it deserved.  

“The former Red, White & Blue Mule Deli went up for sale 
and my wife and I were actively looking for the perfect spot to 
open a bagel shop and deli. Once we saw the space we knew 
exactly what we could do to make it our own,” stated Joe. 

New hardwood floors were installed throughout the entire 
space, custom high-top tables were brought in, decorative 
panels went up on the walls to give it a more modern feel, 
and a completely updated kitchen was created to provide 
the necessary equipment needed to provide a full menu from 
breakfast to dinner items, as well as fresh baked bagels on a 
daily basis. 

“Every day I arrive at the deli in the wee hours of the 
morning to begin baking hundreds of bagels from scratch,” 
stated Joe. 

On any given day, the variety of bagels available includes: 
plain, egg, everything, cheddar, jalapeno cheddar, French 
toast, spinach mozzarella, blueberry, garlic, salt, sesame 
seed, whole wheat, chocolate chip, asiago, cinnamon raisin, 
multigrain, pumpernickel and rainbow. You can get these 
to-go, toasted, made as a breakfast sandwich or your favorite 
sub or burger. 

Bagels are baked on a daily basis and are served on a first 
come, first serve basis. The cream cheese is also made in-
house and besides the obvious plain, flavors include veggie, 
blueberry, strawberry, cinnamon, jalapeno, chive and olive.

If subs are a mid-day favorite then you have to try one of 
their speciality hoagies and sandwiches like the Old World 
Italian, crispy Cuban, French dip or the Park Avenue, which 
is thinly sliced turkey breast, crispy bacon, swiss cheese, 
Thousand Island dressing, topped with homemade coleslaw 
and served on thick sliced rye bread. All sandwiches are 
prepared on a white or wheat sub roll, white, wheat, rye, 
marble rye or sourdough bread, flour tortilla wrap, Kaiser roll, 
Italian roll or croissant. 

An assortment of hot hoagies and sandwiches are also 
available and include the philly cheese steak, chicken cheese 
steak, chicken parmigiana and grilled chicken caesar. If you 
are looking for a juicy burger, then they can help that craving 
as well! The menu features five burgers sure to make your 

103 North Ridgewood Avenue, Edgewater, FL 32132  •  (386) 426-2263  •  Monday-Saturday 6AM - 6PM Sunday: 7AM - 5PM
www.BagelBarnCafeDeli.com   |   facebook.com/BagelBarnFL   |   Instagram: @BagelBarnFL
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Tiffany Evers is the editor and 
co-owner of East Coast Current 
magazine. In 2014 she was recognized 
by Editor & Publisher Magazine as 
one of the “25 Under 35” innovators 
in the newspaper industry. In 2016 she 
was elected to the Board of Directors 
for the Southeast Volusia Chamber of 
Commerce. Follow her @eccprint

stomach happy, including classics like The Traditional and Bacon 
Burger, and speciality items like the Bagel Burger with a fried egg, 
bacon and American cheese, the Piggy Back Burger with a pork roll, 
jalapeños and pepper jack cheese and the Spicy Jelly and Peanut 
Butter Burger. 

Large fresh salads include: garden, cobb, caesar, chef’s, two 
versions of Greek, spinach, arugula, spinach, kale and a spinach 
and fruit salad which consists of watermelon, feta cheese and 
walnuts. 

One of my favorite things about this deli is their to-go dinners, 
which are available every day and rotate on a weekly basis. Some 
of these pre-made meals include: Jambalaya, lasagna stuffed shells, 
eggplant parmigiana, meatloaf and shepherd’s pie. It’s perfect 
for those nights you don’t want to cook, yet you want to provide a 
quality meal to your family without all the hassle and clean up. I call 
that a win-win.

They also offer a variety of specialty items available in open 
coolers around the deli with homemade potato salad, pasta salad, 
Italian pasta salad coleslaw, chicken salad, tuna salad and egg 
salad. 

Conveniently located at the corner of Ridgewood and Park 
Avenue, the 2,600 square-foot space boasts a full deli, 10 large 

standing coolers packed to the brim with beverages ranging from 
local juices, milk, teas and carbonated beverages to an assortment 
of beer and wine options. If that wasn’t enough, there is also a 
coffee and dessert bar located inside and run by Donna Loganzo, 
a well-known and loved local barista who not only creates the best 
specialty coffees, but also bakes delicious pastries that are available 
and change weekly. 

Are you looking to feed a crowd? Then bagel trays, sandwich 
trays and fruit trays are available. All you have to do is reach out 48 
hours before you plan to pick it up and everything will be ready for 
you. Other catering options are available, just reach out and set up a 
time to chat about exactly what you are looking for. 

The Bagel Barn Cafe and Deli is open Monday through Saturday 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. You can 
order and dine-in, take it to-go or you can place your order before 
you arrive on their website to avoid any lines. Just like everyone in 
the food industry right now, they have limited staff that is working 
hard to take care of their customers. However, the popularity of the 
newly established restaurant is growing, making lines (especially 
during lunch) longer than you may expect. If you are in a rush they 
suggest you call ahead or take advantage of the online ordering to 
avoid lines. 

FEATURE
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Get The Scoop... NEWS
Volusia Farm Tour set for November 19:  The agricultural industry is the silent engine of Volusia County’s economy with local farmers creating jobs, feeding families and 
pumping more than $780 million into the local economy. Residents can visit eight of the more than 1,500 farms in Volusia County during the 40th annual Farm Tour from 9 a.m. 
to noon Friday, November 19. The University of Florida/Volusia County Extension and the Volusia County Farm Bureau jointly sponsor the farm tour, which has been a popular 
fall tradition since 1981.  The tourable farms range from agriculture to livestock. West Volusia Farms include Melching Fields at Conrad Park, 555 S. Woodland Blvd., DeLand: 8:45 
to 9:30 a.m. only; Sampsell Family Farm, 5931 Lake Winona Road, DeLeon Springs; Happy Hills Farm, 115 Nolan Road, Pierson; Vo-LaSalle Farms, 601 Johnson Lake Road, DeLeon 
Springs. East Volusia sites include Deep Creek Preserve, 964 S. State Road 415, New Smyrna Beach: 8:45 a.m. only; Benedict Farms, 705 Airport Road, New Smyrna Beach; New 
Smyrna Beach High School Land Lab, 868 Alberta St., New Smyrna Beach; S & S Apiaries, 2429 Pioneer Trail, New Smyrna Beach. Unless otherwise stated, 30 minute tours will be 
offered every half hour. Face coverings are highly encouraged. For more information, contact the University of Florida/Volusia County Extension at 386-822-5778 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m.  :  SFYL.IFAS.UFL.edu

Updated Flood Insurance Policy Premiums for 2021/2022:  Starting October 1, 2021, FEMA updated the National Flood Insurance Program’s pricing methodology 
under a system called Risk Rating 2.0. The new pricing methodology will better inform individuals and communities about flood risk. Individuals will no longer pay more than 
their fair share in flood insurance premiums. Currently, policyholders with lower-valued homes pay more than their share of the risk while policyholders with higher-valued 
homes pay less than their share of the risk. Because Risk Rating 2.0 considers rebuilding costs, FEMA will more equitably distribute premiums across all policyholders based 
on a home’s value and a property’s unique flood risk. Risk Rating 2.0 incorporates more flood risk variables to better reflect a property’s individual flood risk such as flood 
frequency, flood source type (river overflow, storm surge, coastal erosion, and heavy rainfall), distance to a water source, structure elevation, and rebuild cost. Risk Rating 2.0 
will be implemented in phases. As of October 1, the new pricing is used for all new policies. Between Oct. 1, 2021 and March 31, 2022, existing policyholders may be able to 
renew under the new pricing methodology if it financially benefits them. After April 1, 2022, all existing policy renewals will be completed using Risk Rating 2.0. Across the U.S., 
flood insurance premiums will increase an average of $8/month. Mortgage lenders will still require properties in the Special Flood Hazard Area to purchase flood insurance. 
To purchase flood insurance, call your insurance company or home/auto insurance agent. If you need help finding a provider, go to FloodSmart.gov/flood-insurance-provider 
or call the NFIP at (877) 336-2627.  FloodSmart.gov

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Statue on Display:  Don’t miss seeing the Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune statue exhibit at the News-Journal Center (221 N. Beach St.) in 
downtown Daytona Beach. There is no cost to see the exhibit; however, tickets are required. The statue celebrates the life and legacy of Dr. Bethune and will be on temporary 
display through Dec. 12. It will then be transported to Washington D.C. for its permanent placement in the U.S. Capitol. Dr. Bethune will be the first African American woman 
honored by a state. Mary McLeod Bethune was born on a farm near Mayesville, South Carolina, in 1875, the fifteenth child of former slaves. She rose from those humble beginnings 
to become a world-renowned educator, civil rights and human rights leader, champion for women and young people and advisor to five U.S. presidents. Dr. Bethune started what 
is now known as Bethune-Cookman University in 1904 with $1.50 and dedicated herself to a life of service, to educating African Americans and to advancing civil rights.  The 
entire statuary project includes the marble statue for the US Capitol in Washington D.C., the bronze statue commissioned for permanent display in Bethune Plaza in the Daytona 
Beach Riverfront Esplanade Park, a feature-length documentary, the K-12 curriculum module, and the Daytona Beach Statue Exhibit. The exhibit is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
with hourly tickets available (the last issued at 3 p.m.). Turn to page 39 to view the statue. For more information and tickets, visit:  MMBStatue.org

Contact the Early Learning Coalition today to complete a
FREE developmental screening for your birth to 8-year-old!

Call us today!
386-323-2400    cburns@elcfv.org

www.helpmegrowvfc.org

Developmental Milestones

Community Resources

Referrals if additional 
 needed services

Follow Up

One-on-one assistance
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I’m often humbled by the experiences I can 
share with nature when I’m in the garden. The 
birds, bees and flowers in the trees started 
to mean something different once I could get 
my hands in the soil every day. Everything in 
this life has a purpose, and understanding its 
purpose has grounded me in a way that taught 
me that my life is small in the great scope of 
everything.  

I fantasize often about our pollinators - birds, 
bees, dragonflies, lizards, frogs and butterflies. 
Butterflies and their metamorphosis are a 
lesson in change. 

I had to look for a long time to find some 
quotes that could relate to butterflies and us. 
Here’s what I found:

1. Everything we consume is our fuel to 
become something/someone new. After leaving 
their egg as a caterpillar, they eat everything 
in sight. So, when it’s time to go into their 
final cocoon stage, they will be ready for the 
transformation. This makes me think about my 
life and what I’m consuming for my next stage 
of transformation. What I watch, eat, read and 
do. Things I hear people say, conversations 
I’m involved in, etc. I’m very careful of my 
environment because I want to continue my 
ascending path.

2. If nothing changes, nothing changes. 
A butterfly knows its purpose. Finding our 
purpose in life can shift our mentality to 
be focused on the ending results. I have 
something I call my divine blueprint. With this 
blueprint, I can hear and see a very clear path 
in my mind. I stick to the plan. Of course, 
sometimes life throws a curveball, but its 10 
percent of what happens to you and 90 percent 
how you react to it. What is your purpose for 
your life?

3. You can’t open old doors with new keys. 
In its cocoon stage, the butterfly sheds its 
outer protective layer to emerge as a new, 
fully transformed butterfly. Shedding old 
layers of your comfort zone is a key to a new 
level of success. Get out of your invisible 
box that keeps you hidden from the power of 
transformation. 

4. Break me down to build me up. When I 
think about my transformations over the past 
decade, I started to realize that when I was 
in extremely difficult times is where the most 
growth happened. I felt hurt, used, abused, 
unappreciated and some feelings of grief and 
depression, but I found ways to still find a 
positive outlook on the possibilities of why I 
was in these situations. I started to say, “I’m 
being groomed for the next stage of my life.” 
Even if I didn’t believe it, it’s what I told myself 
to keep me pressing forward. I found out that I 
also needed to be kind to myself by removing 
negative self talk (Yes I talk to myself, LOL). I 
also made space in my mind to not allow the 
thoughts of others to consume my mission and 
purpose in life. I tried not to take things said 
or done to me personally. I found a quote that 
said, “Other people’s perception of me is none 
of my business.” These words of wisdom have 
carried my life for the past decade. 

5. Protect Your Peace. The butterfly 
knows when its time to surround itself with 
a protective space so it can focus on the 
necessary work it needs for its transformation. 
At the time, all the fuel and food it’s collected 
is used to reimagine the new life it will have 
with wings to fly above everything that used 
to be above its reach (crawling on its belly 
as a caterpillar). How are we protecting our 
transformation? 

Through it all, we have the ability to be 
present in all stages of our personal and 
professional transformations. Looking and 
learning as we find the fuel we need to grow 
our wings (purpose) so we can fly from flower 
to flower (person to person) collecting pollen 
(information) to spread and secure our role in 
our pollinating (communicating) and making our 
town better than the way we found it.

Be the change.

Shy Morris is a native to NSB for 
four generations, and a lover of all 
things  positive. Her art has carried 
her around the world and her award 
winning STEAAM curriculum  has 
inspired  and empowered 1000s of 
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves 
everything community and loves 
to see kids thriving with high self 
esteem, great values and ready to be 
productive citizens.

Lessons from the Garden

CONVO

25 Riverside Dr., Ormond Beach

The 12 Annual

Rockefeller Gardens and Fortunato Park

300 fr fishing  pol

Kids’ fishingFrh, local 
seafd

Water fun & 
power toys

Kids’ Zone &
crafts Great music
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Depending on the manufacturing date, 
the Grumman Albatross was about 39 
years old in 1985. By the time I had set 
foot on that one seaplane, it was an 
antique workhorse. Pure romanticism was 
what kept those seaplanes flying and afloat 
due to public and private demand. 

Thankfully, I was one of the fortunate 
benefactors who slid by the uncaring 
FAA due to the robust and trustworthy 
Grumman Albatross. A fatal accident 
off the coast of Biscayne Bay in 2005 
involving a Grumman seaplane sealed the 
fate for the old Falstaffian beauties, and 
to my utter disdain, flights to and from the 
Bahamas ceased to exist as those with 
pitchforks, torches and lawyers demanded 
more oversight; thus, the industry was 
killed off. RIP Chalks! 

Tears welled in my eyes when I saw 
video footage of William Shatner finally 
floating in space, not because I was 
jealous of his achievement, but because I 
recognized the pure awestruck gaze that 
spread across his shocked face when he 
saw space for the first time. I recognized 
that look immediately! I had experienced 
the same level of euphoria when seeing 
the Caribbean from the window of the 
Albatross. I was overjoyed for him and 
celebrated his experience on many levels, 
both spiritual and mental. Godspeed, 
Captain Kirk! 

Because I am right-handed, I had 
buckled myself into the seat directly next 
to the window on the starboard side of the 
seaplane. Such is a creature of habit! My 
uncle buckled himself in next to me, and 

together we scanned the landscape from 
the window. Outside, we saw Julie waving 
us off, and to this day, I swear I saw tears 
traversing down her cheeks. It wasn’t until 
years later that I would understand why, 
but that is a story for another day. 

Before we knew it, Peter had the 
seaplane going down the runway, picking 
up speed, when I heard the all-too-familiar 
sound of full throttle being applied and 
the twin radial engines roaring like giant 
prehistoric beasts. I felt a bump, a jar, and 
then a lift as the wheels left the earth and 
flight took over as the seat of my pants felt 
afloat. The green landscape shrank before 
my eyes, and the deep blue ocean grew in 
size. A hydraulic whine was heard as the 
wheels retracted inside the fuselage and 
locked into place. 

“Next stop,” Peter announced, “Little 
San Salvador Island, AKA Half Moon 
Caye.”  

 Gotta get back to my coconut 
concoctions… 

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on six years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATURE



ECCurrent.com • November 2021 • East Coast Current   37 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

Ponce Inlet November Tide Chart WAVE

PREMIER MARINE UNDERWATER SERVICES 
386.210.0068 • PremierMarineDetailing.com

Sponsored By:Sponsored By:
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SPOTTED AROUND TOWN - VOLUSIA COUNTY

Congratulations to Peanut’s Sports Bar on Flagler 
Avenue for winning first place in the traditional chili 
category in October’s NSB Chili Challenge, held by The 
Flagler Avenue Business Association. Visit FlaglerAve.com 
for more info on upcoming events. Pictured left to right: 
David Morhain, owner of Peanut’s Sports Bar, and Chelsi 
Arnspiger. 

On Oct. 2, local fitness competitor, Lisa Jeanmaire, 
competed on stage in the NCP & IFBB Daytona Beach 
Championships held at the Ocean Center. Between gym 
sessions and working as a loan processor, Lisa freelances 
as a model for local businesses including posing in front 
of this custom motorcycle for Biketoberfest. Find Lisa on 
Instagram, @LisaMunceyFit or catch some of her modeling 
work at Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB.

The Port Orange South Daytona Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on October 8 for the newly opened Salty Pint pub located 
at 2136 S. Atlantic Ave. in Daytona Beach Shores. 

The Med Spa of New Smyrna Beach has been ranked as a 
“TOP 500” Allergan provider out of over 60,000 accounts 
across the nation! Top #386 to be exact. This recognition is 
like winning an OSCAR in the aesthetics industry and they 
are so proud to put New Smyrna Beach in that spotlight! 
What does this mean to you? By choosing The Med Spa 
of NSB for your aesthetic treatments, you can feel 100% 
confident knowing that you will receive the best, most 
natural, and safest result as they are the most experienced 
providers in the area.

The Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce held their monthly Coffee 
with the President, Mike Lyons and special guest Michael Drywa with Wright 
& Casey, PA. If you have any questions or want more info about Employment 
Law reach out to the chamber at Sevinfo@sevchamber.com. The monthly 
event is an informational speaking series covering varying topics valuable to 
business members of the community. For more info on joining the chamber, 
visit SEVChamber.com.

Now through Thanksgiving at the Edgewater Animal Shelter, all kittens are Buy One - 
Get One to adopt to approved adopters! The fee is $100 and includes microchipping. 
The shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree Drive. Apply online at EdgewaterAnimalShelter.
org and set up an appointment to meet your new best friend. Call (386) 402-7476 for 
more information.

The 27th annual Bruce Rossmeyer Ride for Children was held on October 3, 2021 at the Destination Daytona Complex. The police-escorted 
motorcycle rally and ride to raise money for Camp Boggy Creek - a camp for kids that have serious illnesses - included live entertainment, BBQ 
lunch, cold beer, live and silent auctions and lots of fun! Find details on future events at RideForChildren.com. Photo: Stacy Wyborny
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 WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO!

On September 30, 2021, local wildlife photographer, 
Shelley Lynch, premiered her film, “My Invisible 
Husband,” directed by Brent Eite and produced by 
Shelley, at the Reel Deal Film Festival in NSB. After the 
premiere, Shelley stated, “The reaction to the film has 
me struggling to find words.  The outpouring of love and 
approval of the film feels incredible.”

Don’t miss seeing the Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune statue 
exhibit at the News-Journal Center (221 N. Beach St.) 
in downtown Daytona Beach. There is no cost to see 
the exhibit; however, tickets are required. The statue 
celebrates the life and legacy of Dr. Bethune and will be 
on temporary display through Dec. 12. Read more on 
page 34.

Locally-owned After Body Meals has sold its first franchise, making 
it the second location for the meal prep brand in Florida. Francois 
Mailhot (right) is the very first franchise partner for the company. 
The unit will be located in Jacksonville, just north of the corporate 
headquarters located in South Daytona, FL. “We are extremely 
excited to share our passion for meal prepping with our friend 
Francois and help the people of Jacksonville eat healthier,” stated 
owner and founder, Kirk Girdley (left).

Easterseals Northeast Central Florida held the Little Literacy Heroes 5K at One 
Daytona on October 10, 2021. Proceeds from the event benefit Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library of Volusia (DPIL-V), a book-gifting program facilitated by the Early 
Learning Coalition of Volusia and Flagler Counties, for children birth through five years 
old.

School supplies and clothing from the EDGEfest Back to School event in August were dropped off at Indian River 
Elementary School and Edgewater Public School (pictured) on October 14. Thanks to the generous support from 
Edgewater Alliance Church, City of Edgewater Police Department Police Volunteers, Edgewater Eagles #4242 and The 
Cathey Team, EDGEfest was able to not only purchase backpacks and school supplies that were distributed at the August 
event, they were also able to purchase clothing that the schools can distribute to families in need. 

The local wildlife are thankful for fall! This 
playful baby dolphin in the intracoastal was 
spotted by local wildlife photographer, Shelley 
Lynch. Find more of Shelley’s impressive work at 
ShelleyLynchPhotos.com.

The Port Orange South Daytona Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting ceremony on October 26 to celebrate Port Orange’s newest 
restaurant, Don Giovanni Contemporary Italian and Pizzeria, located at 1633 Taylor Road. Photo: Rick Zimmer, Absolute Photography



40   East Coast Current • November 2021 • ECCurrent.com 407.484.3207 • ECCurrentSales@gmail.com

POWERED BY:POWERED BY:  WAVEFishing GuideFishing Guide  
All Text & Photos Provided by All Text & Photos Provided by 
Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupatPatrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
Fall is in full effect and the bite is extremely hot. Snook, redfish, trout and flounder are all being 

caught on the regular. The weather has been a bit funky but that has not stopped the fish from feeding 
on all the bait and artificial lures!

Bethune Beach local and incredible angler, Josh Burden (@_joshburden_) recently invited me and my 
daughter for a day of fishing on his backwater skiff, and we slayed some beautiful snook using Croakers 
for bait with circle hooks on the free line. Snook will instantly eat the Croaker as the noise gets them 
very aggravated. 

My daughter Addy caught a trout and jack that day, as she is really becoming a great lil’ lady angler 
and learning the backwaters. I was super eager to catch a snook after filming with Blair Wiggins for two 
days, and sure enough, after a few casts - I scored a nice backwater snook!

My buddy and savage angler Zach Peightal (@brokeballin) caught a 32-inch slot snook off my Pau 
Hana Big EZ Angler paddle board and it was one of the best fish fights I’ve ever seen off the paddle 
board. Great catch, buddy, and looking forward to much more fun in the future! 

As we get deeper into fall, and the weather starts to cool off ,watch for the schools of snook, reds 
and trout...  

The key to catching will be proper bait and how stealthy you can be!

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN NOVEMBER:  2 - 7, 10 - 12, 17 -21, 25 - 26BEST DAYS TO FISH IN NOVEMBER:  2 - 7, 10 - 12, 17 -21, 25 - 26
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!







giving backgiving back
to our community!to our community!

Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week 
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!



Don’t let arthritis slow you down. 
You’re out there living life to the fullest every chance you get. You 
shouldn’t have to slow down for hip pain. AdventHealth New Smyrna 
Beach’s expert orthopedics team is highly experienced in providing 
innovative, whole-person solutions for hip disorders  — from minimally 
invasive surgery to total hip replacement — designed to get you back  
in motion, fast.
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VolusiaFlaglerOrtho.com

Stay well ahead  
of hip pain. 

Scan to request an appointment,  
or call 386-586-1485.


