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This beautiful drone shot was taken over a spring in Crystal River, Florida. In this issue 
you will discover information on the top five Florida springs voted on by Volusia County 
locals and all the details you need before booking an overnight stay at one of the 
many state parks located throughout the sunshine state.
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Ask A Local 
Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook 
Fans. Be sure to “Like” our page to participate next month.
@eccmedia

Our state has over 700 natural springs. Each day, eight billion gallons of water flows 
from our underground aquifer at a constant 72-degrees. With so many to choose 
from, it’s easy to find a refreshing watering hole to beat the summer heat. Here are 
the locals’ top 5 favorite spots, both near and a little farther, to dive in! 

BEST NATURAL 
SPRINGS IN FLORIDA

JUNIPER SPRINGS RECREATION AREA
26701 SR-40, Fort McCoy 34488

Located in the Ocala National Forest

(352) 625-3147

$7/person weekdays, $10/person weekends

Camping and rentals available

Mon - Sun: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

ICHETUCKNEE SPRINGS STATE PARK

12087 S.W. U.S. Highway 27, Fort White 32038

(386) 497-4690

$6/vehicle 2 - 6 passengers, $4/single occupant

Tubing, diving and paddling permitted

Mon - Sun: 8 a.m. - sundown

RAINBOW SPRINGS STATE PARK
19158 SW 81st Pl Rd, Dunnellon 34432

(352) 465-8555 // $2/person

Tubing, camping and rentals available

Mon - Sun: 8 a.m. - sundown

ALEXANDER SPRINGS RECREATION AREA
49525 County Road 445, Altoona 32702

(352) 669-3522 // $7/person weekdays, $10/person weekends

Paddling, diving and camping available

Mon - Sun: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

ROCK SPRINGS KELLY PARK
400 E Kelly Park Rd, Apopka 32712

(407) 254-1902 // $3 - $5/vehicle

Paddling, tubing and camping available

Mon - Sun: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

4th

5th

1st

2nd

3rd
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Tiffany Evers is the editor and 
co-owner of East Coast Current 
magazine. In 2014 she was recognized 
by Editor & Publisher Magazine as 
one of the “25 Under 35” innovators 
in the newspaper industry. In 2016 she 
was elected to the Board of Directors 
for the Southeast Volusia Chamber of 
Commerce. Follow her @eccprint

I will never forget the first time I discovered geocaching. I was covering 
a story about a coastal clean up in Edgewater when I noticed a family 
of four scouring an area of George R. Kennedy Memorial Park like they 
had lost something they couldn’t live without. I watched the husband step 
up on a bench, reach up into the pavilion roof and bring down a small 
container, no bigger than a film canister. The family, who would later be 
introduced to me as the “Corbettz” team from Apopka, huddled in a circle, 
opened the container and pulled out a small piece of paper.

As I stood there looking confused, a voice behind me spoke up and 
said,“Do you know what geocaching is?” I shook my head no as I turned 
around to meet active cacher, Sean Sharrow. He started explaining the 
game, and although I was very intrigued, I just didn’t get it. I took a couple 
more photos, finished my assignment and went home to do what any 
Echo Boomer would, and Googled it.

WHAT IS GEOCACHING AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

The first thing I read on Geocaching.com was, “Geocaching is a real-
world treasure hunt that’s happening right now, all around you. There are 
more than 3 million active geocaches worldwide in over 190 countries.” I 
couldn’t believe what I was reading. How were so many people involved 
in something I knew nothing about? 

The reporter in me had to know more! I read the entire website, 
watched tutorials online, downloaded the free app and created my 
account; #TeamHashtag was born. I logged into the app and couldn’t 
believe what I saw. I was at my house in Florida Shores and could literally 
turn in any direction and head towards hundreds of caches.

Confused yet? Here is a summary of information directly from their 
website to help explain:

WHAT IS A GEOCACHE?

A geocache is a container that contains a logbook. They vary greatly 
in size and appearance. In the field you will see everything from large, 

clear plastic containers to film canisters to a fake rock with a secret 
compartment. The word geocaching refers to GEO for geography, and 
to CACHING, the process of hiding a cache. A cache in computer terms 
usually refers to information stored in memory to make it faster to retrieve, 
but the term is also used in hiking and camping as a hiding place for 
concealing and preserving provisions.

WHERE ARE GEOCACHES LOCATED?

Geocaches can be found all over the world. It is common for 
geocachers to hide caches in locations that are important to them, 
reflecting a special interest or skill of the cache owner. These locations 
can be quite diverse. They may be at your local park, at the end of a long 
hike, underwater or on the side of a city street.

WHAT DO I NEED TO GO GEOCACHING?

The only necessities are a free membership and a GPS device or a 
GPS-enabled mobile phone so that you can navigate to the cache.

How do I find the cache and what should I do once I’ve found it?

There are many things to know about searching for a cache. For 
instance, did you know that there is a slight “error” to every GPS device 
due to technological limitations? Your device can get you close to the 
cache, but there are a number of things to consider as you get closer to 
the cache location. 

WHAT’S INSIDE A GEOCACHE?

When you find the cache, sign the logbook and return it to the cache. 
You can take an item from the cache if you like – just make sure to leave 
something of equal or greater value in its place. When you are finished, 
put the cache back exactly as you found it, even if you think you see a 
better spot for it. Finally, visit the cache page to log your find and share 
your experience with others.

WHO HIDES GEOCACHES?

Members of the geocaching community hide and maintain all of the 
geocaches listed on Geocaching.com. You can hide one, too! Find out 
how online.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BASIC AND A PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP?

A basic membership is completely free and will show you caches in 
your immediate area, new ones will pop up, as you get closer to them. 
A premium membership will unlock new features that will make your 
geocaching experience even better, including premium- only caches, 
advanced mapping, custom searches and offline geocaching. A three-
month premium membership is $9.99 and a year membership is $29.99.

You won’t understand the feeling of finding a cache until you try it 
for yourself. No, you don’t win anything and there is nothing more than 
signing your name to the log and replacing it after you have found it, but 
that does not make it any less addictive. I started caching over five years 
ago and I still get excited when I have the chance to find a new one. 
My entire family enjoys it, too. We are constantly taking road trips, and 
always make it a point to cache along the way.

If you find yourself wanting to get outside, but don’t know exactly what 
you want to do, try geocaching. Let the treasure hunt lead your way and 
explore places you wouldn’t normally see.

Geocaching 101: A Perfect Social Distancing Activity

FEATURE
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VOLUSIA COUNTY - The Volusia real estate 
market is intense. According to the most recent 
market detail report published by the New 
Smyrna Beach Board of Realtors, inventory is 
very low compared to this time last year. When 
inventory is low and eager buyers are driving 
prices up, how can a seller best strategize for 
a successful sale and avoid pitfalls? Sellers 
are turning to local real estate professionals 
to help. A real estate agent can help at every 
stage from setting the price, marketing the 
property and closing the sale.  

SETTING THE PRICE

Key factors to determine a reasonable 
asking price requires a review of current local 
market conditions including price and condition 
of competing properties, financed or cash sales 
and terms to consider in an agreement. Often, 
a Realtor can recommend repairs or cosmetic 
work that will enhance the properties selling 
features.

MARKETING THE PROPERTY

For the most exposure, Realtors use the 
multiple listing service (MLS). Once a property 
has been added, the MLS automatically adds 
the listing to consumer websites like Zillow, 
Realtor.com, and Redfin. Other marketing 
strategies include brochures, open houses, 
email and social media campaigns. A Realtor 
will also use their professional and community 
networks to spread the word. National 
Association of Realtors studies show 82 
percent of real estate sales are the result 
of agent contacts from previous customers, 
referrals, friends, family and personal contacts.

CLOSING THE SALE

Selling a home can be an emotional process. 
Price negotiations take skill. No two deals 

are the same. A Realtor removes the emotion 
and directs focus to a buyer’s proposal. The 
initial agreement is only the beginning of 
a transaction. Appraisals, inspections and 
financing are all possible pitfalls. Realtors 
can navigate the contract and write a legally 
binding, win-win agreement that will be more 
likely to make it through the process.

A hot market does not always guarantee 
multiple offers or over asking price. Many 
criteria that aren’t readily apparent from 
researching past sales make a property sell 
for more; updates to the major components of 
the home, a great layout, lots of light, interior 
decorating or mature landscaping are all 
examples. Realtors can make the connections 
to get more information surrounding a home’s 
final sold price. 

Real estate is a full-time job. Realtors 
coordinate showings, answer calls, take every 
opportunity to market the home, strategize for 
the best possible price, provide security during 
showings and weed through unqualified buyers 
in order to maximize the seller ’s success. 
Hiring a professional brings expertise and 
knowledge to a complex transaction.

All real estate licensees are not the same. 
Only real estate agents who are members of 
the National Association of Realtors are called 
Realtors. Realtors subscribe to a strict code 
of ethics while conducting business and are 
committed to representing all parties in the 
transaction honestly and fairly. 

 

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a member 
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated 
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is  “Loving 
Living at the Beach.”  386-576-7722                       
 #NSBeachLife        @NSBMimi         #NSB

NEWS

Realtors Bring Expertise to Selling 
Volusia’s HOT Real Estate
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Seen and Heard Around Town NEWS
Ann Titus Celebrates One Year in Business:  On Friday, June 25, 2021 Ann Titus Real Estate and Business Brokerage celebrated one year in business with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony hosted by the Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce. The event took place at the Ann Titus office located at 399 Canal Street, Suite 2 in New Smyrna 
Beach from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. and was open to the public. The event featured delicious desserts from The Bake Shop, live music from Scotty Sudakis and Eric Leonard from 5 
Time Shag, and tons of raffles from local businesses along Canal Street, including City Market Bistro and The Galley. In June 2020, Stefanie Santiago, Broker/Owner of Ann Titus, 
along with her husband, Andre Santiago, completed renovations to this space, which is located inside the historic Arcade building.  Stefanie, along with her team of experienced 
Realtors and marketing professionals, work diligently and seamlessly brokering transactions in New Smyrna Beach and throughout Volusia County, Florida. Find out more about 
Ann Titus by visiting them online.  AnnTitusRE.com

Animal Services Director Elected to Statewide Board:  As if Adam Leath wasn’t busy enough serving as Volusia County animal services director, 
a courtesy assistant professor at the University of Florida’s College of Veterinary Medicine and a board member and treasurer of the National Animal Care & 
Control Association. Recently, Leath took on another role as a newly elected member of the Florida Animal Control Association (FACA) board of directors. 
A non-profit organization, FACA is dedicated to improving the methods and standards of the animal control and protection profession. FACA also works 
to promote justice and equity in enforcement of local and state laws and regulations. The board of directors serves as the policy-makers for the association 
and advises state legislators on statute changes involving animal welfare. Leath began his career in animal welfare in 2006 as an animal control officer for Lee 
County Domestic Animal Services in Fort Myers. He has been the Volusia County animal services director since January 2019 and also is a past president of 
the International Veterinary Forensic Sciences Association (IFVSA). Leath was elected to a 3-year term representing Zone 5 on the FACA board of directors, 
which encompasses Volusia, Flagler, Putnam, Lake, Seminole and Orange counties.  Volusia.org

County Launches Affordable Housing Initiative:  Local governments across America are dealing with an escalating affordable housing crisis. 
Locally, the Volusia County Council is tackling the complex issue with an ambitious initiative that will involve local governments, local agencies and 
individuals. First up is a series of webinars from noon to 1:30 p.m. every Friday in July that will address the causes and potential solutions. Prosperity: The 
case for prosperity and the role of affordable housing: July 2, Produce: Affordable housing funding mechanism: July 9, Preserve: Maintaining existing affordable 
housing: July 16, Policy: Coordinated planning to promote homes for all incomes: July 23, Progress: Plans in action and success stories from the field: July 
30. The public is invited to attend, participate and provide comments during the webinars. Registration is available at www.volusia.org/affordable-housing-
summit. Additionally, an Affordable Housing Summit will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Aug. 27, at the Ocean Center, 101 N. Atlantic Ave., Daytona 
Beach. Registration will open in mid-July. Work groups will establish a county-wide action plan by December.  Volusia.org
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I Can’t Adult Today
Finding Beauty - While we are in the process of simplifying 
our lives, it has taken lots of work - both mental and 
physical, and I have never felt so worn out from all the 
“simplifying.” 

We sold our house and moved into a friend’s house 
until our new house is built. My husband, David, changed 
his salon location to Venetian Bay, and took a part in the 
upcoming musical, “The Sound of Music,” at the NSB Little 
Theatre. We went from being together 24/7 to not much at 
all. It feels weird.

Our friend’s house has all these positive or funny plaques 
hanging on the walls. One in particular caught my attention. 
It read, “I Can’t Adult Today.”  

I think everybody has days when they feel like that and 
wish they could revisit their childhood and just play. As an 
adult we think we have to be mature, work all the time, take 
on the weight of the world. No time for play!

My husband and I 
used to play as often 
as possible. We did fun 
things at the drop of a 
hat and played with our 
kids all the time. I don’t 
mean we watched them, 
but actually played with 
them. We roller skated, 
danced in the living room, 
performed in shows at the 
Little Theatre (pictured 
right), went on school 
field trips, and so on. Of 
course, we were younger 
then and have retired the 
roller skates, but we just 
can’t lose our “play time.”

Think of it as recess. Kids work in the classroom, but they 
tend to learn just as much during recess. The interaction 
with other kids, swinging as high as you can, or hanging 
upside down on the monkey bars. Playing games where you 
learn “team play.” Performing in theatre or playing a musical 
instrument.

Playing has so many benefits for adults. Playing games, 
like Pictionary or Scrabble, with friends helps keep your 
mind sharp. Playing games or doing puzzles may lower your 
risk of Alzheimer’s disease. 

We need something silly in our lives. Just let go and don’t 
care what other people may think of you. Adult silliness is a 
lot like child’s play. 

Playing relieves stress, improves brain function, boosts 
creativity, improves relationships, and can make you look 
and feel younger. I know that when I play Mario Kart with my 
grandsons, nothing else exists at that moment than trying 
to keep my car on the wacky path before me while the boys 
laugh at their G-mi’s bad driving. Or getting on the floor with 
my one-year-old grandson and rolling around and singing 
songs my grandparents taught me. 

I have to go now - I can’t adult today… it’s time for recess! 

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. She and her 
husband David co-own the local 
family business - Applause Salon in 
New Smyrna Beach.  (386) 426-5454

Place a Business Card ad 
here for only $75 a month! 

Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info. 

Get Noticed! 

(386)310-8040
3174 S. Atlantic Ave - Unit C

 Daytona Beach Shores 32118

ICE CREAM SOCIAL OF DBS

10% OFF
PURCHASE

Must Present Coupon. 
Expires 8/5/21

YOUR TASTE MATTERS 
 

386.423.7992
1820 S RIDGEWOOD AVE

EDGEWATER 32141
 

SUN- THURS 9 AM - 10 PM 
FRI-SAT 9 AM TO 11 PM 

FEATURE
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YOUR BUSINESS CAN CREATE
A TEAM OF 4 SURFERS: 2
EMPLOYEES AND YOU CAN
BRING IN 2 RINGERS!  THE
RINGERS CAN BE ANYBODY-
FRIENDS, FAMILY, LOCAL SURF
PRO.
EACH TEAM HAS ONE HOUR TO
SURF AT THE NSB JETTY.  FINAL
6 TREAMS WILL COMPETE IN
THE LAST HEAT.  WINNER TAKES
HOME BRAGGING RIGHTS AND
A COOL SURF BOARD TROPHY
TO KEEP FOR A YEAR!

1st
Annual

REGISTER:  

POWERED BY:  
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Get The Scoop... NEWS
Marine Discovery Center’s Restored Salt Marsh Hits Milestone:  Earlier this spring, the restored salt marsh at the Marine Discovery Center hit an important milestone. The 
on-site Mosquito Lagoon Marine Enhancement Center (MEC), a partnership between the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), MDC and others, harvested its 20,000th 
plant from the donor marsh. The new harvest mark was set when Dr. Linda Walters and her team from the University of Central Florida (UCF) used the marsh to collect 100 plugs of Spartina 
alterniflora. The plants were harvested for use in living shoreline stabilization projects on public lands, including at Canaveral National Seashore, Tomoka State Park, Gamble Rogers State Park 
and Washington Oaks State Park. Walters estimates she has harvested about 5,000 plants from the site to be used in conjunction with mangroves and oyster bags in her shoreline stabilization 
projects on Florida’s east coast. Through grant funding and coordinated partnerships, more than 45,000 cubic yards of fill material was moved from the 22-acre site that housed New Smyrna 
Beach High School from 1963-2006. The site was graded in 2014 to restore original tidal-marsh elevation to create a salt-marsh habitat, as well as an appropriate upland slope for native plants. 
The project was widely embraced by New Smyrna Beach residents and surrounding academic communities, with volunteers, scientists and MDC staff hand-planting more than 25,000 native 
plants during the summer of 2014. The marsh is now home to a variety of fish, crabs, birds and plants. Learn more at:  MarineDiscoveryCenter.org

Harlem Globetrotters Plan Stop at Ocean Center Daytona Beach:  The world-famous Harlem Globetrotters are bringing their newly reimagined 
Spread Game tour to over 150 cities this year and Ocean Center is on the list of stops. Catch all the action in-person at 2 p.m. Saturday, July 24. The Spread 
Game Tour is a basketball event like no other. Ankle-breaking moves, jaw-dropping swag, and rim-rattling dunks are only some of the thrill you can expect from 
this fully modernized show. Part streetball from the players who defined it, part interactive family entertainment, the new tour will show off the best of the 
Globetrotters in a dazzling exhibition of talent and game. The 2021 tour introduces new premium fan experiences with unprecedented access and interaction, 
including celebrity court passes and meet and greets with players. For over 95 years, the Harlem Globetrotters organization has been committed to spreading 
joy through their artful athleticism and unparalleled basketball skill. The Globetrotters have always been global ambassadors of goodwill. The reimagined team 
is even more committed to bringing their voice to social justice conversations while inviting communities all over the U.S. to come together and recognize the 
power of our commonalities and celebrate our differences. The Globetrotters’ mission, to spread game and bring family entertainment to the world, continues 
to drive them today. Pre-sale tickets are available now on Ticketmaster.com use code “PREVEN” for exclusive offers and prime seating. General admission tickets 
are available now.  OceanCenter.com // Ticketmaster.com

County Council Ratifies New Gas Tax Distribution Formula:  The Volusia County Council ratified an agreement in June changing the way gas tax revenues are divided 
among local cities for the next 13 years. The agreement, which dictates the distribution of revenue from 11-cents per-gallon in local option gas taxes, doesn’t change the county-city 
split. Under the agreement, the county will continue to receive 57.2 percent of the revenue. But the agreement changes how the cities in the county divide the remaining 42.8 percent 
share. Revenue from the local option gas taxes is expected to generate approximately $23.5 million this fiscal year. Instead of the previous formula, the 16 cities in Volusia County will 
divide their share of the revenue based on the percentage of municipal lane miles that each city maintains. The new formula was developed during discussions by the Volusia County 
Managers Association. The result of the change is that some cities will collect a larger percentage than in the past, while some cities will see their percentage reduced. In order, the top 
four city shares will go to Deltona, Daytona Beach, Port Orange and Ormond Beach. To adjust for the change in revenue, the new formula will be phased in over five years. After that, the 
formula will be updated annually to account for any changes in the ratio of lane miles of public roads maintained by each city. Initially adopted in 2003, the current inter-local agreement 
and funding distribution formula is set to expire on Aug. 31. Prior to this year, several attempts to update it was unsuccessful in getting the required support from Volusia’s cities. The 
new agreement has been ratified by cities representing a majority of the population in the incorporated areas of the county. It’s scheduled to remain in effect until 2034.  Volusia.org
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Who Wears Short Skirts...
The mini skirt is back and trending. Mini skirts were first popularized in the 60s, then late 90s, early 2000s and seems back yet again in the 2020s. Designers have been leaning towards the “less 
is more” philosophy and the mini skirt fits perfectly in this theme and hot summer days. As your hemlines creep higher, less layering is the way to go. Stay cool.

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 
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Stylist • Blog • Photo • Model: Danielle Napolitano  IG: @DreamWasteland  
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#ECCToldMe NEWS
EDGEfest Back to School Party:  The annual EDGEfest Back to School Party is planned for Saturday, August 7, 2021 at Whistle Stop Park (651 Roberts Road, Edgewater). 
This event will be drive-through with vehicles entering the park from 28th Street and exiting on to 30th Street/Roberts Road. While waiting in line, attendees can tune in to 97.1 
FM to listen to fun music and event announcements. Staff and volunteers will be on hand to pass out backpacks to families as they remain in their vehicles.  As cars make their 
way through the park they will be able to pick up various school supplies at booths staffed by local businesses, civic groups and churches. The event will begin at 9 a.m. This is the 
most important event of the EDGEfest event series as they strive to give away over 500 backpacks and school supplies to our local students. Backpacks are given away on a first 
come, first served basis. EDGEfest is a year round series of events held monthly in the city of Edgewater. Each event includes a variety of activities designed to provide something 
for every member of the family.  The EDGEfest event series is funded solely by sponsorships and donations. It is a fun, economical opportunity for businesses to showcase all 
they have to offer. It takes the support of our entire community to ensure our local students get back to school on the right foot. If your business, civic group, club, church or 
family is interested in getting involved or for more information, please call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org.  CityOfEdgewater.org

Volusia County’s Public Safety Radio System to get $24.6 Million Upgrade: Years in the making, a $24.6 million upgrade to Volusia County’s public safety 
radio system earned the County Council’s unanimous approval in June. All first responders in Volusia County – law enforcement, fire and emergency medical services – rely 
on the radio system to communicate with each other in the field, receive real-time updates and stay connected to the dispatch center while responding to emergencies. The 
existing 800 MHz system, which supports more than 9,000 radios, is nearly 30 years old and the technology has reached the end of its life cycle. In many cases, replacement 
parts are no longer available. Meanwhile, public safety radio needs have advanced beyond the capability of the units currently in use. Developed by public safety professionals, 
P25 standards for two-way radio systems have become the industry norm because of its enhanced reliability and the ability for radios on different radio systems to 
communicate with each other regardless of the manufacturer. Interoperability, or the ability to effectively connect with other radio systems, is particularly important in fast-
moving events that involve multiple jurisdictions. In fact, it’s absolutely crucial for the safety and protection of both residents and responding officers. As part of the upgrade, 
the county plans to increase the number of towers from 13 to 15 to improve radio coverage. The entire project is expected to take approximately 2½ years to complete.   
Volusia.org

Weird Florida and Unusual Local Attractions:  As the third most populous state in the country and second most touristed behind California, Florida gets a surprisingly kooky rap. 
Contrary to the sunshine state’s moniker and popular belief, mass heat stroke is not to blame. Weird stuff happens wherever people happen. Florida’s population has skyrocketed 11 times over 1940 
census numbers to 21.7 million people today. Florida Man routinely makes international headlines, Skunk Ape stalks southern swamplands and “weird” exchanges hands like currency in the outskirts 
of Florida’s panhandle. During the Flora-Bama Mullet Toss, event goers hurl fish over state lines into Alabama for $15 each! Occasionally, like the live mermaids in Weeki Wachee Springs who are 
Florida employees, weird gets funded at state level but there is plenty of fun weird stuff happening locally. Some family friendly and unusual places worth checking out: Strickland RC Raceway in 
Daytona Beach is the largest radio controlled dirt oval race track in Florida. Strickland boasts an off-road course that is fun for kids but oval track time is reserved for sport among serious remote 
control drivers. A formidable community of garden gnomes and other faded lawn ornaments are living their retirement days on the river, two blocks south of the boat ramp at Sunrise Park in Holly 
Hill. The Gnome Tree of Holly Hill (pictured) is a city permitted attraction started by a local couple in 2003. There is a Drive-in Christian Church in beachside Daytona where parishioners lay on 
Amens by car horn and the ruins of a 1950s dino-themed park called Bongoland can be found nestled in the foliage of Dunlawton Sugar Mill Gardens in Port Orange. Ponce Inlet resident Carol 
Schrader, curates a private collection of 71 hand-painted birdhouses on her property at the corner of Inlet Harbor Road and South Peninsula Drive. Most birdhouses hang empty as native sea 
and wading birds do not fit. Carol jokes, “Nobody sticks around even though I’ve lowered the rent and offered free breakfast!” Lastly, Peter Wolf Toth’s Roadside Art Gallery captures attention in 
Edgewater with towering Native American sculptures carved in wood and outcroppings of colorful artwork. Find info on these spots and more:  Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
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386.427.2903   •   RiverparkTerrace.com   •   302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168

Follow Us On Social Media 
For Events & Specials 

Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or 
indoors in an intimate setting. 

 BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS
Enjoy Local Live Music While You Dine.

Tuesday - Sunday

NEW SUMMER HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday Hours:

Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm 
Friday - Saturday Hours:

Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm
Sunday Hours:

Brunch 11am-3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm
Closed Monday
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 MON, THU, WED
 JUL 5, 15, 28

Register for weekly outdoor events 
exploring via biking, hiking, kayaking 
and more. Find details/register @ 
Volusia.org

Explore Volusia

Throughout Volusia County
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice
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 SUN, TUES, THU
 JUL 11, 13, 15 

Gates open at 7 PM for pre-movie 
fun, activities and concessions. FREE 
admission. Movie begins at 8 PM. 

Summer Drive In Movie Mania

Drive In Church, Daytona

 MON - SAT
 JUL 12 - 17

A week of events designed to show 
off your beautiful Mustang and 
meet people from all over the US!
MustangsAtDaytona.net

Mustangs @ Daytona

Destination Daytona, Ormond 

 SAT @ 9 AM - 2 PM
 JUL 31 

Free backpacks and school 
supply giveway with DJ, face 
painting, free haircuts, games, 
raffles and local vendors!

31
Backpack Bash

Jackie Robinson Ballpark

 SAT - SUN
 JUL 31 - AUG 1 

$25 admission to this 
traveling national car show. 
Register vehicles online at 
SlammedEnuff.com.

Slammed Enuff Car Show

Ocean Center, Daytona

 JUL 31 - AUG 9

Explore downtown DeLand in the 
Back to School event and enjoy a 
week of sidewalk sales, and special 
events. 

31-9

Stroll our Streets

Downtown DeLand

 ALL MONTH LONG!
 JULY 1 - 31

July only - purchase 40 units of Botox 
and one syringe of filler and get a FREE 
Skinmedica Travel Bag! ($125 value, while 
supplies last. TheMedSpaNSB.com

July Special @ The Med Spa

The Med Spa of NSB

EVERY TUE - SAT  IN JULY
10 AM - 5 PM

The concept of layers is reflected 
through artists’ use of multiple levels 
of meaning and of the layering of 
materials, textures, colors, and forms. 

Layers- A Beaux Arts Group Exhibition

Jane’s Art Center, 199 Downing St., NSB

 FRI @ 8 PM
 AUG 6 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and 
enjoy a FREE screening of popular 
movies. August movie: Sonic the 
Hedgehog (PG)

6
Movies on the Halifax

Rockefeller Gardens, Ormond

 EVERY  FRI @ 6:30 PM
 JUL 8, 15, 22, 29

Grab a folding chair or blanket 
for a free, family-friendly outdoor 
concert!

Summer Concert Series

Riverside Park, NSB

 SAT @ 4 - 8 PM
  JUL 10 / AUG 14

Downtown NSB becomes home 
to street rods and antique cars 
with food, fun and music. FREE 
admission.

10
Canal Street Cruise

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 7 - 9 PM
 JUL 10

Bring your own chair for a free 
outdoor concert each month 
featuring local talent playing 
live!

10
Midtown Music Concert Series

Daisy Stocking Park, Daytona

 EVERY SAT IN JULY
 JUL 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Weekly environmental and nature-based 
classes and workshops for all ages. Must 
register at least 48 hours before the 
program - (386) 386-789-7207, ext. #21028

LEC Workshops and Classes

Lyonia Environmental Center

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 JUL 3 / AUG 7

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

3
Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
 JUL 24 

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $30.

24
Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 FRI @ 5 - 9 PM
 JUL 23

Featuring food trucks, live 
music, show cars and a 
sidewalk sale along the 
Riverfront Shops.

23
Food Truck Rally

Beach St, Downtown Daytona

 JUL 16 - AUG 8

Rollicking, humorous songs in this show’s 
intoxicating tribute to the music of the 
1920s & 1930s Harlem Renaissance.
Tix/showtimes @ AthensDeLand.com.

Ain’t Misbehavin’

Athens Theatre, DeLand

 SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
 JUL 17 / AUG 21

Classic cars and hot rods line 
the avenue with live DJ music, 
giveaways, shopping and dining 
specials.

17
Cruise Downtown DeLand

E. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 SAT @ 8 - 11 AM
 JUL 24

Kids 12 and under can register by 
July 5 @ Edgewater Police for a fun 
fishing day including free bait and 
fishing pole. 

24
Fishing with the Police

Veterans Park, Edgewater

 FRI - MON
 JUL 2 - 5

A 4-day carnival packed with 
rides, games and food trucks 
culminating in fireworks on 
the 4th. 

All American Celebration

Dewey O. Boster Park, Deltona

 JUL 15 - AUG 1

See the world’s most beloved 
musical on stage in NSB! Find 
tickets and showtimes online at
NSBPlayers.org.

The Sound of Music

The Little Theatre, NSB

 THU @ 7 - 9 PM
 JUL 15

Register for FREE @ 
MarineDiscoverCenter.org to hear 
from the local experts about Florida’s 
natural springs.

15

Thursday, July 15 | 7:00 pm via Zoom

Florida has more than 700 natural springs that have attracted

swimmers and nature lovers for centuries, especially here in

Central Florida. 

Ryan Smart, executive director of the Florida Springs Council, 

 will take a look at the current condition of Florida’s most iconic

springs, as well as state water policy and recommendations for

change.

VIRTUAL PUBLIC LECTURE

520 Barracuda Blvd, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 | P: 386.428.4828 F: 386.428.4825  | MarineDiscoveryCenter.org

Smart also serves as president of Three Rivers Fnpc, Inc., a nonprofit based in Gainesville.

He was recognized by the Bob Graham Center at the University of Florida as the 2017

Young Floridian of the Year for his work in protecting Florida’s water resources.

Virtual Public Lecture: FL Springs

Online via Zoom

 JUL 31 - AUG 9
 

Qualifying items will be exempt 
from tax, including certain school 
supplies, clothing, footwear, and 
some accessories and electronics.

Back to School Sales Tax Holiday

Statewide

16-31   

12-17

15-31

EVERY SAT @ 7:15 PM
 JUL 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

A weekly concert of the best 
tribute bands followed by a 
fireworks show over the water! 
Reserve seats for $4 - $10

Star Spangled Summer

Daytona Beach Bandshell

31-1 31-9

2-5
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days

Across from Daytona International Speedway

Visit ONEDAYTONA.com for event info!

SHOP  |  DINE  |  PLAY  |  STAY

4 - 7 PM      

BRING YOUR MUSCLE CAR, STREET ROD, OR CLASSIC CAR
Enjoy Music, Food, Shopping and experience ONE DAYTONA

E. 18

SPECIAL EDITION

Get social with #ONEDAYTONA        ONEDAYTONA.com

FIRST SATURDAY MONTHLY

C E L E B R AT E  T H E  S U M M E R
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  SAT @ 9 - 11 AM
 AUG 7

Celebrate the new school year with 
a giveaway of over 500 backpacks 
stuffed with school supplies! 1st 
come, 1st served, drive through event.

EDGEfest Back to School Party

Whistlestop Park, Edgewater

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 JUL 3 / AUG 7

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk 
features solo/group exhibitions, 
artist talks.

3
Art Stroll/Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB

 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 JUL 3 / AUG 7

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery 
stops featuring over 100 artists. 
Most of the artwork is handcrafted 
by local fine artists.

3
Ormond Art Walk

Ormond Mainstreet - Granada

 WED @ 5:30 - 8:30 PM
 JUL 14 

Register NOW for an evening of ice skating 
with your furry friend! $10/adult includes 
admission for you and your dog plus dog 
ice booties. HalifaxHumaneSociety.org

14
Dog Park on Ice 

Daytona Ice Arena, S. Daytona

 TUE - SAT
 JUL 13 - 17

A week of events including hat 
contests, hula hoop challenge and 
more fun! Main event on July 17 
from 11 AM - 2 PM.

13-17

Tropical Nights

Downtown DeLand

 SAT @ 10 AM - 6 PM
 JUL 24

Enjoy local restaurants and 
shops offering specials and 
deals, plus Santa, scanvenger 
hunts and more!

24
Christmas in July

Granada Blvd., Ormond Beach

 SAT @ 9 AM - 4 PM
 JUL 24

A portion of Canal St will be 
closed to make room for more 
than 25 vendors ready to make 
you feel like the holidays!

24
Christmas Eve in July

Canal Street, NSB

 REGISTER NOW!
 AUG 27

Register your business team of 4 (2 
can be surfing “ringers!”) for a fun, 
team building, day at the beach.
SEVChamber.com

Surf and Turf Contest

Jetty @ NSB Inlet

27 7

4th of July 4th of July 
FireworksFireworks

& Events& Events
DELANDDELAND

JULY 3 @ 6 - 10 PM
Firecracker Festival at 

Earl Brown Park
Fireworks @ dusk

ORANGE CITYORANGE CITY
JULY 3 @ 5 - 9:30 PM

Fireworks and Fun Festival at 
Valentine Park

Fireworks @ 9:15 PM

PIERSONPIERSON
JULY 3 @ 4 - 9 PM

4th Celebration at 
Chipper Jones Park
Fireworks @ 9 PM

DAYTONA BEACHDAYTONA BEACH
JULY 3 AND 4 @ 9:45 PM
Over the beach following the 

concerts at the Bandshell

DEBARYDEBARY
JULY 4 @ 4 - 11 PM

Freedom Fest at 
Gemini Springs Park
Fireworks @ dusk

LAKE HELENLAKE HELEN
  JULY 4 @ 4 - 9 PM

Parade and Celebration at 
Blake Park

Fireworks @ 9 PM

DELTONADELTONA
  JULY 4 @ 9 PM

Dewey O. Boster Park
Part of the 4-day All American 

Celebration

EDGEWATEREDGEWATER
JULY 4 @ 6 - 9 PM

EDGEfest Celebration at
Hawks Park

Fireworks @ dusk

NEW SMYRNANEW SMYRNA
JULY 4 @ 4 - 9:15 PM
July 4th Celebration at

Riverside Park
Fireworks @ 9:15 PM

ORMOND BEACH ORMOND BEACH 
JULY 4 @ 8 - 9 PM

Music, Food and Fireworks at
Rockefeller Gardens 
Fireworks @ 9 PM

Port Orange Port Orange 
JULY 4 @ 5:30 - 9 PM
4th of July Spectacular at 

City Center
Fireworks @ 9 PM
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DISCOVER A WORLD OF ART
Fine Art. Sculpture Garden. Ceramic Classes. Events. 

386-402-8673  |  JanesArtCenter.com
199 Downing Street  |  New Smyrna Beach 32168
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Preparation:

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F. Line a baking sheet with parchment or foil and set aside. Place cream cheese in a 
bowl and soften in the microwave for about 2 minutes. Stir in the chicken, cheese, salsa, cilantro, lime juice and spices. 
Mix until well blended.

Heat tortillas briefly to soften them before rolling the taquitos. Spoon about 2 tablespoons of the chicken mixture into 
each tortilla, roll and place seam side down on the prepared baking sheet. Spray the taquitos with olive oil spray and 
sprinkle with a bit of sea salt. Bake for 15 minutes. Serve with additional salsa, sour cream and more cheese, if desired.

To freeze: As you roll the taquitos, place them on a parchment lined baking sheet, being sure they don’t touch. Freeze 
the taquitos, then transfer them from the baking sheet to a freezer-safe gallon sized bag. Label and place in the freezer. 
When you are ready to eat, remove the desired number of taquitos from the bag, place on a foil or parchment lined 
baking sheet. Spray the taquitos with olive oil spray and sprinkle with a bit of sea salt. Bake for 15-20 minutes, or until 
crispy.

Nutrition
Calories: 202kcal | Carbohydrates: 13g | Protein: 13g | Fat: 10g | Saturated Fat: 5g | Cholesterol: 50mg | Sodium: 199mg  
Potassium: 169mg | Fiber: 1g | Sugar: 1g | Vitamin A: 410IU | Vitamin C: 0.9mg | Calcium: 125mg | Iron: 0.8mg

Ingredients:

• 8 oz cream cheese

• 3 cups roasted chicken breast, 

shredded 

• 1 1/2 cups pepper jack cheese, 

shredded 

• 1/2 cup salsa verde

• 4 tablespoons cilantro, chopped 

• 2 tablespoons lime juice, freshly 

squeezed

• 1 1/2 teaspoons chili powder

• 1 teaspoon onion powder

• 3/4 teaspoon ground cumin

• 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder

• 15 small corn or flour tortillas

• Fine sea salt

• Cooking spray

Creamy Cilantro Chicken Taquitos

Preparation:

Place jalapeno into a cup of tequila and let soak for 2 - 4 hours, or overnight if you really want a kick! 
Combine the jalapeno, tequila, watermelon, strawberries, lime juice, sugar and liqueur in a blender 
and process until smooth. Place Tajin powder or salt in a small bowl. Rub the rims of 4 glasses 
with a lime wedge and spin the rim of each glass in Tajin/salt to coat. Fill each prepared glass with 
ice (if desired), then divide margarita between them. Garnish with a lime wedge, sliced strawberry, 
watermelon wedge and/or jalapeno coin and serve immediately.

Notes
If you prefer frozen margaritas, feel free to use frozen fruit, or add 1 - 2 cups of ice to the blender.

Nutrition
Calories: 314kcal | Carbohydrates: 31g | Protein: 1g | Fat: 1g | Saturated Fat: 1g | Sodium: 5mg | 
Potassium: 252mg | Fiber: 1g | Sugar: 27g | Vitamin A: 885IU | Vitamin C: 40mg | Calcium: 16mg | 
Iron: 0.5mg

• 1/2 jalapeno, sliced lengthwise and 

seeded

• 1 cup tequila

• 4 cups watermelon, cubed

• 1 cup strawberries, fresh or frozen

• 2 limes, juiced

• 2 tablespoons granulated sugar

• 1/2 cup orange liqueur

• Tajin powder or margarita salt, for 

the rim

• Lime wedges, strawberry slices, 

jalapeno coins and watermelon 

wedges, for garnish

Ingredients:

Spicy Strawberry Watermelon MargaritaSpicy Strawberry Watermelon Margarita
Find More at TheCrumbyKitchen.com

TASTE

Prep Time:  20 minutes • Cook Time:  15 minutes • Servings: 15

A fruity, summery twist on a classic drink, this Spicy Strawberry Watermelon 
Margarita kicks up the heat and flavor a notch with strawberries and jalapeno-
infused tequila!

Skip the gas station version and make your own Creamy Cilantro Chicken Taquitos right in your oven! 
These creamy, cheesy, spicy-as-you-want taquitos are as perfect for dinner as they are for snacking - just 
pair them with a side of beans and rice for a complete meal.

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food 
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author 
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with 
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork & 
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Prep Time: 5 minutes • Total Time: 5 minutes • Servings: 4
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Recently, Scott decided to surprise Avery and I with a fun 
day out. All he told us was to grab our towels and get in the car. 
Before we knew it, we were at Marineland, a classic beachside 
attraction in St. Augustine right on the border with Palm Coast. 

I didn’t grow up in Florida, but have been here for quite some 
time. I have passed Marineland hundreds of times while taking 
the scenic A1A route north, yet have never actually been. Scott 
remembers field trips to see the dolphin shows and animal park 
as a kid, but hadn’t been back in nearly 30 years. 

Avery and I were thrilled to learn we weren’t there just to 
explore, we were set up to meet the famed dolphins face-to-
face with a Dolphin Meet and Greet! If, like Scott, you grew up 
on Marineland field trips but haven’t been in quite awhile, it 
might be time to revisit an old favorite! A lot has changed over 
the history of Marineland, but a lot has stayed the same.

On its opening day 83 years ago, well before TV commercials 
and social media, what was then known as Marine Studios 
welcomed a whopping 30,000 guests under the historic arch 
entrance that stands today. That day in June of 1938 it became 
the world’s first oceanarium, and was founded by Douglas 
Burden, C.V. Whitney and Ilia Tolstoy, who were involved in 
the movie industry. While the seaside attraction was open to 
tourists, it often served its purpose as a movie set, with ten 
films taking place at Marineland over the years from 1939 to the 
most recent, “Bernie the Dolphin,” in 2018. 

In the 1940s, the park gradually expanded the dolphin shows 
for the public from simple feedings and viewings to exhibits of 
their complex behaviors, wondering and delighting audiences. 
They also welcomed Spray, the world’s first dolphin to be 
successfully born in human care. It wasn’t until the 1950s 
that the name was changed to the now iconic Marineland and 
became the state’s leading attraction (pre-Mickey) with around 
500,000 guests per year. 

The Marineland History Museum, located in downtown St. 
Augustine at The Oldest House Complex, details the rich history 
of the facility with many global firsts in marine science, film 
making and animal training. 

After years of sitting on the beach and millions of tourists and 
hoards of kids on field trips passing through, natural wear and 
tear of the original structures took over and in the early 2000s 
a massive renovation took place. While a lot of what you may 
remember as a kid remains, the main change was the modern 
1.3 million gallon facility used to house the dolphins. 

Now under the ownership and management of the Georgia 
Aquarium, Marineland Dolphin Adventure provides both unique 
opportunities for scientists and researchers, but also an 
environment where guests can join the dolphins in their habitat 
and make connections and lifelong memories.

Since Avery is small and this was her first time meeting 
a dolphin up-close, we opted for an out-of-water Meet and 

St. Augustine, Florida 
Dolphin Days: Marineland

Photos by Kelsey & Scott Walters

If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org

TRAVEL

Photo: Marineland

Photo: Marineland
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Greet experience. For this experience and the in-water Dolphin 
Encounter, kids 4 and under do not need their own ticket to 
participate, but must be held by an adult and participate with 
the paying adult. Our highly interactive program was about 15 
minutes and we were able to give the dolphin, Sunny, hand 
signals to complete behaviors, pet him and learn about him. Just 
because this is a poolside attraction doesn’t mean you won’t get 
wet though! We got soaked as Sunny flew by us in the water to 
splash us with his tail and leap and flip several feet in the air. 
Avery squealed with delight with each splash and, of course, 
gave Sunny a big round of applause for every task he completed. 

The rest of the park features other marine wildlife for viewing 
including sea turtles and sharks. Interpretive exhibits provide 
educational details on the creatures that call the park home. The 
real stars of the show are of course the dolphins, however. If you 

do not plan to participate in a program or have already completed 
one, a large stadium style seating area is available to watch the 
programs or watch the dolphins not currently “working.” They 
were highly interactive and loved zooming by Avery and peeking 
at the tiny human watching them in awe. 

In water encounters are 30 minutes and provide even more 
hands-on interactions with the marinelife. Swimming programs 
are also available for a truly once in a lifetime experience. Visit 
Marineland online for details and restrictions for each program. 
Plenty of photos are taken of your interaction and are available 
for purchase.

MARINELAND DOLPHIN ADVENTURE 
9600 Oceanshore Blvd.
St. Augustine 32080
(407) 563-4701
Marineland.net
Open daily from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
General Admission: $14.99/adult; $13.99/senior; $7.99/child 
(4 and under free)
Meet and Greet: $59; Encounter: $99
Swim Adventure: $149 and up

Kelsey Walters is the publisher 
and one of the co-owners 
of East Coast Current, a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of four years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 3-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi and Bluey. 

Photo: Marineland
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INSIDE LOOK: Overnight Stays at Florida State Parks 
Most state parks are open 8 a.m. to sundown, 365 days a year. Visitors may make campsite or cabin reservations from one day to 11 months 

in advance by calling toll free 1-800-326-3521 or TDD 888-433-0287 between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Eastern time or by going online.
www.FloridaStateParks.org   |    facebook .com/FLStateParks   |    @fl.stateparks

PRICES AND DISCOUNTS

Campsite prices vary from $16 to $42 a night depending 
on the park. Cabin prices vary from $30 to $160 a night. A 50 
percent discount on base campsite fees is available to Florida 
residents who are 65 years of age or older; Florida residents 
possessing a current Social Security disability award certificate 
or a 100 percent disability award certificate from the federal 
government; and families operating a licensed family foster 
home. 

Documentation will be requested on arrival. Discounts apply 
only to the campsite being occupied by the person meeting the 
established criteria. Discounts apply only to family/full-facility 
campsites (primitive sites, primitive group sites, developed 
group camps and boat slips are excluded).

Primitive group camp fees are per person fees ($1 juvenile 
and $5 adult). 

The camping fee includes admission fee and the use of park 
facilities such as boat ramps and playgrounds but does not 
include tour, attraction or museum fees.

RESERVATION FEES

Visitors pay a nonrefundable $6.70 reservation fee (per 
reservation, not per night) when making a reservation online 
or using the call center. This fee is collected at the time of 
reservation. Reservation fees do not apply to reservations for 
primitive sites.

UTILITY FEES

Effective June 22: All new reservations for boat, bungalow, 
cabin and yurt units at all parks will be assessed at $7 nightly 
utility fee. Additionally, all new RV camping reservations at 
Anastasia State Park, Bahia Honda State Park and Gamble 
Rogers Memorial State Recreation Area at Flagler Beach will be 
assessed a $7 nightly utility fee. This fee does not apply to tent 
camping. Senior and disabled camping discounts do not apply to 
the $7 nightly utility fee.

LENGTH OF STAY - CAMPGROUNDS

Length-of-stay limits are established to protect the quality 
of the visitor camping experience. Limitations on camping 
nights and site capacities seek to achieve this protection while 
providing adequate camping opportunities to park visitors.

During periods of high demand, the maximum length of a 
camping or cabin stay is 14 nights. After 14 nights, the camper 
must leave the park for at least three nights before returning for 
a new stay.

Based on availability and once the camper is registered and 
on-site, the park manager or designee may at their discretion 
extend a camper’s current stay up to an additional 14 nights. 
Maximum continuous length of stay in any one park is 28 nights.

Campers are permitted up to 56 nights of total occupancy 
in any one park in each six-month period, defined as Oct. 1 - 
March 31, and April 1 - Sept. 30.

Any attempt to circumvent the 14-night maximum or 56-night 
total length-of-stay limit is prohibited. This includes, but is not 
limited to, changing the registered name of a group or individual, 
making multiple advanced reservations or using multiple user 
profiles.

If a reservation or series of reservations is determined 
to be out of compliance with the maximum length-of-stay 
policy, the camper will be contacted and directed to determine 
which reservations will be canceled to bring the camper 
into compliance. Refunds will be applied to any advance 
reservations, as necessary, to bring the total nights within the 
allowable limit. Cancellation fees will be applied for any advance 
reservation canceled for this reason.

LENGTH OF STAY - CABINS

Cabins must be reserved for a minimum of two nights. 

All campsites or cabins not already occupied or having a prior 
reservation may be rented by walk-in visitors.

During periods of high demand, the maximum length of a 
camping or cabin stay is 14 nights. After 14 nights, the camper 
must leave the park for at least three nights before returning for 
a new stay.

Based on availability and once the camper is registered and 
on-site, the park manager or designee may at their discretion 
extend a camper’s current stay up to an additional 14 nights. 
The maximum continuous length of stay in any one park is 28 
nights. 



ECCurrent.com • July 2021 • East Coast Current   29 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

FEATURECampers are permitted up to 56 nights of total occupancy 
in any one park in each six-month period, defined as Oct. 1 - 
March 31, and April 1 - Sept. 30.

To provide for additional cabin cleaning turn-over time, 
a one-night “spacer” will be inserted between all cabin 
reservations. This spacer night prevents visitors from 
reserving that cabin for that night. The cabin will remain 
unoccupied by visitors during this time, allowing staff to 
complete a thorough cleaning of the cabin.

Pets are not permitted in cabins or the cabin area. 
Service animals are welcome in all areas of the park.

Any attempt to circumvent the 14-night maximum or 
56-night total length-of-stay limit is prohibited. This includes, 
but is not limited to, changing the registered name of a 
group or individual, making multiple advanced reservations 
or using multiple user profiles.

If a reservation or series of reservations is determined 
to be out of compliance with the maximum length-of-
stay policy, the camper will be contacted and directed to 
determine which reservations will be canceled to bring the 
camper into compliance. Refunds will be applied to any 
advance reservations, as necessary, to bring the total nights 
within the allowable limit. Cancellation fees will be applied 
for any advance reservation canceled for this reason.

CABIN DAMAGE FEES

Staff may assess cabin renters a damage fee when it 
is necessary to clean up or repair any damage beyond 
ordinary cleaning, wear and tear. Fees may also be charged 
for lost/stolen items. The reasonable cost of any such 
damage will be charged to the credit card used for the 
reservation.

If excessive cleaning is needed or damages are 
identified, the damage fee will be the amount equivalent to 
the applicable hourly wage of staff for the time necessary to 
clean or repair the damage and the cost to replace damaged 
furnishings, or the actual vendor charge to clean or repair 
the damage. 

If determined an item is lost/stolen, then the amount will 
be the cost to replace the item.

RESERVATION WINDOW

Reservations may be made from same day before 1 
p.m. up to 11 months in advance of your arrival date. 
Reservations may only be made beyond 11 months when 
the reservation period starts within the 11-month period and 
ends outside that period. The result is reservations could 
extend 11 months and 14 days in the future.  

To ensure fairness in reserving campsites and cabins, 
reservations made with a departure date beyond the 
11-month advance reservations window may not be changed 
until 18 days after the reservation is made. 

New sites become available for reservation daily at 8 a.m. 
Eastern. Any new sites that become available throughout the 
day due to a cancellation are randomly released back into 
inventory following the cancellation.

All campsites or cabins not reserved or occupied may be 
rented to walk-in visitors on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Reservations are made on a pay-in-advance basis.

OCCUPANCY

Campsites accommodate no more than eight people and 
must have at least one responsible camper present who is 
18 years of age or older. Any more than eight campers will 
be required to rent and move to additional sites. Children 
under 6 years old do not count in the total.

Cabins can accommodate either four or six visitors. 
Campsites and cabins must be occupied for the duration of 
the stay.

CAMPING RIGS

A camping rig is defined as combinations of vehicles, 
trailers, tents and/or hammocks. Pedestrians without 
a camping rig will not be allowed to stay. While most 
campsites can accommodate a variety of camping rigs, 
some campsites may not accommodate large trailers or 
RVs having both large slide-outs and a dining fly. Be sure to 
indicate specifications when making a reservation. Setting 
up buffer zones or other use areas that interfere with 
neighboring campers is not allowed.

Hammock camping rigs and any other associated lines 
can be attached to trees that are a minimum of 12 inches 
in diameter measured at chest height and using a minimum 
of 1-inch-wide flat web straps. Some parks may provide 
hammock posts instead of trees.

CHECK-IN, CHECK-OUT AND QUIET TIMES

No one under 18 years of age may camp unless 
accompanied by a responsible adult who will remain on-site 
for the entire reservation.

Do not overcrowd your campsite or cabin. Campsites are 
limited to eight people or to one immediate family (parents 
and children 17 and younger).

Check-in time for campsites is 3 p.m. and check-out time 
is 1 p.m. Check-in time for cabins is 4 p.m. and check-out 
time is 11 a.m. Quiet time is 11 p.m. - 7 a.m.

If you plan to arrive after sunset, call the park before 5 
p.m. local time for the gate combination.

Parking is at the discretion of park staff and is limited to 
no more than two vehicles per campsite or cabin. Additional 
vehicles may be required to park in designated areas.

CAMPING WITH PETS

Pets are permitted in certain designated camping areas 
and campsites. Pets are not permitted on beaches or 
playgrounds, or in bathing areas, cabins, park buildings or 
concession facilities. Individual parks may have specific 
areas prohibiting pets.

Service animals are permitted in all public areas of state 
parks. For more information about camping with pets, please 
read the Pet Policy.
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The dictionary defines the mermaid as 
“Mer-maid: noun, a fictitious or mythical 
half-human sea creature with the head and 
trunk of a woman and the tail of a fish, 
conventionally depicted as beautiful and with 
long, flowing golden hair.”

It was difficult surveying the HMS 
Conqueror shipwreck that lay 30 feet below 
due to the lovely mermaid swimming about. 
Our hostess was, for me, that mythical 
mermaid, as I could hardly take my eyes off 
her in that barely-there black bikini. There 
I was, a young fifteen-year-old swimming 
in paradise, and nothing mattered but that 
sea creature. She was right! A hull, parts, 
cannons and cannonballs were visible along 
with a throng of fish as far as the eye could 
see. Thankfully, no sharks!

It occurred to me that I was staring at one 
of the many shipwrecks that had given Rum 
Cay its name, as rum had been the majority 
of its cargo. I wondered if somewhere on the 
sandy bottom lay unopened bottles of rum 
and how would it taste after 124 years. My 
lungs were screaming for air, and so up I 
went, only to find my uncle doing the same. 

“Amazing!” my uncle said. 

“Yeah!” I replied. “You think any bottles of 
rum lie on that sandy floor?” 

“Way ahead of you,” he answered, “but we 
can’t touch.”

“I know...”

Julie surfaced and appeared radiant: hair 
slicked back silky smooth, toothy smile and 

gleaming pupils. “It’s beautiful!” Seconds 
later, the mermaid disappeared beneath the 
crystalline water. I dove down after her and 
continued the visually examination of the 
beautiful surroundings. 

We snorkeled until exhaustion demanded 
drinks. Back at the oceanfront bar, we 
reminisced as more beers and rum 
materialized, which added to our tall tales. 
We laughed and giggled ourselves silly until 
we headed back to freshen up.

A note had been wedged between 
the screen door and frame. Julie gave a 
nonchalant shrug, plucked it from its perch, 
read it, and handed it over her shoulder to 
my uncle. 

“Looks like your chariot will be here 
tomorrow.”

My uncle scanned the note and said, “Yep, 
Peter will be here tomorrow.”

“But how did they know to leave the note 
here?” I asked. 

Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions . . .

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on six years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATURE
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Hey all! Our kiddos have been out of school for summer 
for a month and everyone always asks what to do with kids 
during the summer break. No parent wants to hear, “I’m 
bored.” I think that’s been the number one thing said by kids 
in 2020 and 2021. As a single mother of seven kiddos (one 
grown man, two teens, one preteen and my three bonus 
babes) my challenge is doing things that appeal to all ages. 
Y’all, pray for me. 

Here are a few fun ideas you can do with your littles - free 
of technology. I think what helps me as a parent is I try to 
have a balance of no-tech zones and at the end of that time 
together they can use their technology to document our 
experiences.

These are in no specific order of favorites:

1. People drive for miles to enjoy our natural resources like 
the river and the beach. We go fishing. Fishing in different 
types of water helps kids learn about water ecosystems, 
living shorelines, keeping the environment clean and meeting 
new people to talk to while fishing.  They also learn what to 
use to be successful at fishing. The first thing is patience, a 
great attitude and how to set the line with the proper tools 
to catch fish. Once the fish come out of the water, they can 
identify the fish and maybe even a stingray or two. Kiddos 
also learn rules and regulations of fishing in Florida, like 
what you can keep and what you have to put back in the 
water to avoid heavy fines for illegal fish. When we get home 
they learn how to clean and cook the fish, maybe use some 
in the garden for natural fertilizer. Then go on the internet to 
read more about the fish they caught and about the ones they 
had to release. 

2. Keep kids’ creativity flowing. With an abundance of 
sidewalk chalk, we make a family mural in the driveway. All 
the people in our house have to submit their rough sketches 
of what we will make on the driveway. Most of the chalk 
drawings have to be silly pictures we can lay down on the 
ground to take pictures. We have so much fun. Tech portion: 
post to social media.

3. Plant a small container garden. Easy things to grow 
are peas, tomatoes, squash and peppers. Each person gets 
a planter to choose what they want to plant and take care 
of. The plants became our new “pets.” I love it, because 
now I’m not cleaning up pee and poop or hearing barking 
in the middle of the night. This helps teach the littles food 
sustainability, patience and being excited about food in a 
healthy way.

4. One of my all-time favorites to do with the smaller 
ones is to build a house of cards, line up dominoes or play 
match. All of these games are educational and fun. With the 
preteens and teens, it’s word search race. Get the same 
number of word search books as people participating. It has 
to be the same volume so the word search is the same. We 
set the stopwatch to see who can finish first with the most 
correctly circled answers. This list becomes the vocabulary 
and spelling list for the week. They have to use a dictionary 
to find the definitions and write them in a sentence. At first, it 
took a while for them to like it. But I do everything with them 
so it’s not an assignment, but a fun family activity. 

5. Coloring contests! We love to color. I get a new pack of 
Crayola crayons. You know the one - with the sharpener on 
the back. I sit on the sofa and start coloring.  As the kiddos 
stumble in and see me coloring they join in cause they know 
I love to color. We then have an art show with our finished 
work and they are put on the refrigerator until we color again.

6. Cooking together. Learning to cook at a young age 
will set the littles on a path of self care. Summer is a great 
time to help build their confidence to help cook during the 
school year. It provides time for great conversation. Each 
kiddo can be responsible for a certain part of the process 
like washing the veggies, cutting them up, placing them in 
the pan, selecting the oil for the pan, seasoning the veggies 
and serving the food. That’s our favorite part because we 
love Chef Gordon Ramsey and our plate presentations have 
to be almost perfect. Shopping for food is a key component. I 
say the list and they have to write it down and price compare 
when we’re in the grocery store.

7. Party time for no reason. Throw a surprise party and 
announce it on the same day. I let the kids do the decor and 
set up everything. They plan the menu, games and what 
we’re celebrating. This is a great way to make sure we have 
fun memories of our summer together.  Of course a budget 
is made and they have to stay in the budget. My kids can get 
very elaborate with having a party. It usually ends with movie 
night.

Keep your summer simple and focused on family first.

 Beating the Summer Slump

Shy Morris is a native to NSB for 
four generations, and a lover of all 
things  positive. Her art has carried 
her around the world and her award 
winning STEAAM curriculum  has 
inspired  and empowered 1000s of 
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves 
everything community and loves 
to see kids thriving with high self 
esteem, great values and ready to be 
productive citizens.

CONVO
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Art Therapy A Chance to see if you can still color in the lines. ART
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Ponce Inlet July Tide Chart WAVE

UNDERWATER DIVE SERVICES AVAILABLEUNDERWATER DIVE SERVICES AVAILABLE
PREMIER MARINE DETAILING 

386.210.0068 • PremierMarineDetailing.com

Sponsored By:Sponsored By:
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The pet of the month at Edgewater Animal Shelter is Elvira! 
After a couple months in hiding, Elvira has decided she wants 
some attention and the Edgewater Animal Shelter is glad to 
give it! Since she’s just starting to venture out of her kennel 
more, it’s hard to tell how she feels about other animals but she 
would benefit the most being in a calm home and with patient 
owners. If you’re looking for an exceptionally soft cat who loves 
to cuddle and is low maintenance, Elvira is your girl! The shelter 
is located at 605 Mango Tree Drive, call (386) 957-3994 to meet 
Elvira today!

Actor, comedian and former Saturday Night Live cast member, 
Chris Kattan, performed at 31 Supper Club in Ormond Beach 
on June 24. Follow 31 Supper Club on Facebook for details on 
future comedy shows. Pictured, left to right: Chris Lawless, Cindi 
Flanagan - owner of Abundant Health and Day Spa, Chris Kattan, 
and Carol Court - co-owner and director of sales of ECC. 

NSB local, Eduardo Vieira, decided to spend his birthday kayaking and was joined in the 
celebration by some local wildlife! Captured by local photographer, Shelley Lynch. Find more 
of Shelley’s impressive photos of the local wildlife and scenery at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com. 

The Bacon Beatdown, a 3-day fitness competition hosting over 
1,000 athletes at the Daytona Beach Ocean Center, was held from 
June 18 - 20. The competition featured crossfit and weightlifting 
divisions for a variety of athletes. Pictured, Lenny Vallecillo of Miami 
competes with one arm. Photo: Monica Mitry, MoMo Photography, 
MomosPhotos.com

June’s EDGEfest Summer Splash pool party was a great 
way for kids to “splash” in to summer! Thank you to 
Edgewater Rotary for their generous donation which 
allowed kids and their families to enjoy a free Kona Ice 
shaved ice! Thanks to City of Edgewater Fire-Rescue 
Department for the spray down which is always a hit with 
kids of all ages. Photo: City of Edgewater

Oceans of Hope Foundation held their annual Adaptive Surf Event on June 19, 2021 
at Marianne Clancy Beachfront Park in NSB. 26 guests had the opportunity to surf in 
ideal conditions and were supported by a great group of volunteers at this year’s event. 
Photo: Jonny Nomad Media LLC, JonnyNomad.com

On June 4, 2021, members of the Daytona Beach Police Department’s Alpha West platoon and members of the Daytona Beach Fire Department 
attended the Graduation Day celebration at Easterseals Northeast Central Florida. Officers Jaime Perez, Kemo Ellington, Charles Garay and Brandon 
Jacobs joined Sgt. Leon Smith and Lt. Jeremy Nikolow in were in attendance for the festivities. 
Photo: Daytona Beach Police Department



 WHAT THE LOCALS ARE UP TO!
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June 17, local middle schooler, Piper Taylor proudly displays a 
geocaching log she signed after hunting for it’s hidden container in 
the branches of a live oak tree. Geocaching is a recreational activity 
that involves searching for hidden objects in interesting places using 
GPS enabled devices or smart phones. All geocaches contain logs 
that can be signed once found however larger geocaches may contain 
trinkets for trade including stickers, coins or neat shells. It is also a 
popular way to explore area parks or new towns during summer 
travels. The owners of Discovery Map of Daytona & New Smyrna 
Beach are avid geocachers, having hid several geocaches of their own 
along the coast for travelers and locals alike to discover. Find more 
things to do at Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB. Read more 
about geocaching on page 7 of this issue. 

CMX Daytona Luxury 12 (Formerly Cobb Theatres at 
ONE DAYTONA) is celebrating summer with $1.50 
tickets during the Summer Kids Festival - every Tuesday 
through Thursday @ 10 AM through August 5! Movie 
selections include kid favorites, visit CMXcinemas.com 
for details. Pictured: 3-year-old Avery Walters after 
seeing her first movie in the theater ever this summer. 

Congratulations to New Smyrna Beach High School Graduates 
Cynthia Harris, Jessica Henning, Taber Smith and Emma Schlageter 
who each received a Rotary of NSB Scholarship in the amount 
of $1,500. Rotarian Neal Coates presented the scholarships on 
behalf of the Rotary Club of NSB. Photo: Rotary Club of NSB

Women United of Volusia County held a walk at ONE DAYTONA to celebrate the 
opening day of the “2021 Celebration Experience” on June 3, 2021. Participants enjoyed 
a passport-style event which included a drink and discount at each stop. Follow Women 
United Volusia Chapter on Facebook for announcements on upcoming events.

Port Orange city employees, Junos Reed and Steve Parnell, led the Environmental Day for the Youth 
Civic Leadership Experience on June 10. The students participated in a shoreline cleanup around the 
Riverwalk Park area and in just 40 minutes of actual cleanup, 15 students were able to collect around 
250 pounds of trash! A few items that were pulled from along the river included a tire, old floating 
turbidity barrier, aluminum cans, clothing, plastic bottles, fishing line, face masks, and much more. 
Photo: Port Orange City Hall

The Sound of Music opens July 15 at The Little Theatre 
in NSB on July 15 with shows through August 1. Tickets 
are $26 for adults, $25 for seniors and $12 for juniors. 
Purchase online at NSBplayers.org or by phone at (386) 
423-1246. Pictured: Maria and the Von Trapp children after 
rehearsing “Do-Re-Mi.” Photo: Mike Kitaif

The Port Orange-South Daytona Chamber of Commerce celebrated the new Barber and Shave Co. at their location at 3340 S. 
Ridgewood Avenue in Port Orange on June 21, 2021. Located in The Keys Center, the barber shop is open Tuesday through Saturday 
and offers hair cuts, hot towel shaves and beard trims. Photo: Rick Zimmer, Absolute Photography
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Fishing GuideFishing Guide  
All Text & Photos Provided by All Text & Photos Provided by 
Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupatPatrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
Now that summer is officially here and the afternoon storms mixed with high heat have 

kicked in, the bite is super hot. An abundant amount of live mullet, mud guppies and jumping 
shrimp are being chased down by the feeders. Snook, redfish, trout and flounder have all been 
the topic of catches as of late.

Young Aiden Collins (@Aiden_.__, pictured bottom right) has become quite the expert 
fly fisherman and has had his dad, Casey Collins, polling him into numerous epic sight casted 
catches. Here’s one of the beauties that he caught with his own tied fly. Epic catch Lil’ Colly…  
Keep up the epic work! Lady angler, Andrea Lilavois (pictured right), took a recent paddle 
board trip and scored a very nice backwater trout using live shrimp. She is an avid angler with 
mad skills.

I recently launched the first and second episodes of my new YouTube Fishing show “Tupat’s 
Fishing Adventures,” and in the last part of the first episode I scored this beautiful redfish 
(pictured below) that I sight casted using a Savage Gear Shrimp. Please give us a follow and 
subscribe to our channel for more fun trips all over the state, and soon to be out of state. We 
will be doing tutorials and other fun educational videos on our channel. 

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JULY:  1,  6 - 12, 16 - 18, 23 - 25, 29 - 30BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JULY:  1,  6 - 12, 16 - 18, 23 - 25, 29 - 30
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!







giving backgiving back
to our community!to our community!

Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week 
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!



To connect with your personalized health 
navigation team, visit WomenAreIncredible.com. 

Discover incredible care 
for incredible women.

Nationally Recognized Women’s Care 
in Volusia County 
At AdventHealth for Women, our network of care across Central Florida 
provides expert services for women in every stage of life. Our physicians, 
midwives and nurses are focused on providing the whole-person support  
you need, when and where you need it. 

AdventHealth Daytona Beach is a five-
star recipient for our performance in 
Labor and Delivery and Gynecologic 

procedures from Healthgrades®.
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Experience the AdventHealth for Women difference
• 8 convenient labor and delivery locations with the highest level of NICU care
• Virtual resources for new parents including classes, tours and support groups
• Advanced minimally invasive surgical options and leading technology
• Comprehensive pelvic health program including pelvic floor rehabilitation
• 3D mammography with the most locations throughout Central Florida
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