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Even after 131 years,
Tom Cook Jeweler still

shines like it’s 1889.
Tom Cook Jeweler was founded in 1889 and 
has been a staple in the Daytona Beach 
community since 1947. For over 131 years  
Tom Cook Jeweler has maintained our 
commitment of providing extraordinary 
customer care to our customers and friends.
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Sea turtles spend most of their life in the ocean. Female sea turtles will emerge from 
the water and crawl up onto sandy beaches to lay eggs from May-October each 
year. During this time it is important to follow a few guidelines to help this endangered 
species thrive. Turtle Nesting Stats - pg 7, Beach Tips - pg 13, Photo - pg 35
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Ask A Local 
Each place featured below was voted as the BEST by ECC Facebook 
Fans. Be sure to “Like” our page to participate next month.
@eccmedia

Fresh seafood abounds in Florida, and Volusia County is full of top-notch 
spots to grab a tasty bite! Sometimes you want to prepare it yourself though, 
and there are plenty of local markets with fresh catches! These top five spots 
are where the locals go to pick up fresh seafood.

BEST FRESH 
SEAFOOD MARKET

KING’S SEAFOOD
5999 S Ridgewood Ave, Port Orange 32127

(386) 756-7833

Kings-Seafood.com

FB: @KingsSeafoodPortOrange 

Insta: @Kings_Seafood_FishMarket

Mon - Sat: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sun: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

HULL’S SEAFOOD RESTAURANT AND MARKET
111 W Granada Blvd, Ormond Beach 32174

(386) 673-8888

BestSeafoodinFL.com

FB: @HullsSeafood 

Insta: @HullsSeafood

Mon - Sun: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

(market closes at 6 p.m. daily)

79 Dunlawton Ave, Port Orange 32127

(386) 492-4123 // TwoJerks.com

FB: @TwoJerksSeafood // Insta: @TwoJerksSeafood

Mon - Sun: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SALTY FARMS SEAFOOD MARKET & RESTAURANT
1452 Ocean Shore Blvd, Ormond Beach, FL 32176

(386) 265-5659 // SaltyFarmsRestaurant.com

FB: @SatlyFarmsSeafoodRestaurant 

Tue - Sun: 12 - 8 p.m.; closed Mon

OCEAN’S SEAFOODS
601 E 3rd Ave, New Smyrna Beach 32169

(386) 423-5511

FB: Oceans Seafood

Mon: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tue: closed; Wed - Sun: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

4th

5th

1st

2nd

3rd TWO JERKS SEAFOOD
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Seen and Heard Around Town NEWS
The Clearing Crystal - Bringing Order to Chaos:  Crystal Layer is a professional organizer whose true passion is helping others bring order to their chaos. By encouraging her clients 
to let go of things that no longer serve a purpose, and strategically organize items that do, she helps them achieve ultimate happiness in every part of their lives. She can assist with move ins and 
move outs, including packing and unpacking, which helps her clients achieve a smooth transition during a very hectic time in their lives. Maybe you are looking to declutter a space you already live 
in, or have started a new job and want to begin with a clean, organized space. From all areas of your home inside and out, to any size office space, Crystal is available for all of your organizational 
needs. She is happy to schedule a private consultation in order to help you achieve exactly what you want and is offering a special discount for ECC readers. All new clients can mention that you 
read this announcement and instantly receive 10% OFF any booked service. For the next three months you can book her services for only $40 an hour and for a three hour minimum. Contact 
her today for a free consultation and start living a clutter free life.   TheClearingCrystal.com // 386-402-1808

Wonder Meets Wellness:  AdventHealth recently announced they are expanding on a long-standing alliance with Walt Disney World Resort (WDWR) 
to become the official health care provider, as well as the official virtual health care provider at the resort and eventually for Disneyland Resort. For WDWR 
guests with health care needs ranging from the common cold to a chronic illness, AdventHealth will provide a diverse range of health care services and vacation 
planning tools, both before and during their trips through the first-of-its-kind “AdventHealth World of Wellness.” Building on the current Disney touches at 
the Walt Disney Pavilion at AdventHealth for Children, the organizations will explore bringing AdventHealth patients and their families additional welcoming 
enhancements at AdventHealth for Children and other AdventHealth pediatric locations in Florida. AdventHealth for Children, formerly Florida Hospital for 
Children, is conveniently located adjacent to AdventHealth Orlando and is home to more than 135 highly skilled pediatric specialists. Their team delivers 
extraordinary medical care for children across more than 35 pediatric subspecialties including a children’s emergency room department, a level 4 pediatric 
epilepsy center, a world-renowned pediatric heart center, Central Florida’s first and only pediatric bone-marrow transplant unit and a level 3 neonatal intensive 
care unit (NICU). Additionally, they place special emphasis on preventative health and wellness programs that provide education, support and services for major 
pediatric health issues such as obesity and diabetes. Find out more by visiting them online. AdventHealth.com

2020 Statewide Sea Turtle Nesting Totals:  Five sea turtle species are represented on Florida beaches. Three species, the loggerhead (Caretta caretta), 
the green turtle (Chelonia mydas), and the leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), nest regularly; two other species, the hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) and 
Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), nest infrequently. All five species are listed as either threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act. The state 
of Florida, through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, coordinates two sea turtle monitoring programs: 
the Statewide Nesting Beach Survey (SNBS) and the Index Nesting Beach Survey (INBS). The INBS records sea turtle nest counts on a standardized set of index 
beaches including Volusia County. Researchers use the annual survey to determine nesting trends. The 2020 nesting totals for the 49.58 miles monitored in Volusia 
County are as follows: Loggerhead - 2,825 nests, Green turtle - 1,459 nests, Leatherback - 19 nests. The 2020 nesting totals for the entire state of Florida (838.97 
miles) is: Loggerhead - 105,185 nests, Green turtle - 26,656 nests, Leatherback - 1,652 nests. For more information and to see more statistics from the 2020 
nesting totals visit them online.  MyFWC.com/Research
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VOLUSIA COUNTY - Sellers and buyers are 
experiencing very different market conditions 
compared to pre-pandemic years. Volusia’s 
current housing market is a strong seller ’s 
market with fewer new listings and a very 
tight inventory (active listings), particularly 
for existing single-family homes. Sellers are 
taking advantage of the home price increases. 
Buyers are taking advantage of the historically 
low interest rates. Although each customer has 
advantages, the market is showing some tough 
realities.

Home price increases can be attributed 
to true home appreciation being driven by 
low mortgage interest rates inducing greater 
demand. When rates go down, prices are bid 
upward. So far in 2021, new listings of single-
family homes have not kept up with their pace 
of 12 months ago. A small, but increasing, 
number of homeowners who have been thinking 
of selling their current home and buying 
another one, are starting to get turned off by 
the lack of available inventory and the rising 
prices resulting from it.

The New Smyrna Beach Board of Realtors 
(NSBBOR) published the monthly market 
housing data report for the month of April 2021. 
The report describes member activity in the 
multiple listing service (MLS) for southeast 
Volusia County across all inventory. The data 
shows that while April sales remained strong, 
the percent year-over-year figures are skewed 
because of the adverse impacts caused by the 
onset of COVID-19 pandemic one year ago.

According to Florida Realtors, the largest 
professional trade association and third-largest 
Realtor organization in the country, the most 
common practice when analyzing monthly 
housing market data is to compare the latest 
month’s statistics to their previous values from 
the same month of the prior year. Quantifying 
market trends in this way eliminates seasonal 
effects from the trend.

Sometimes Realtors can run into problems 
when using year-over-year figures, and over 
the next few months, that is unfortunately going 

to be the case for closed sales and a few other 
market metrics that were adversely impacted 
by the pandemic. June of last year was the 
beginning of the recovery in sales.

Median sale price is one statistic, 
fortunately, where year-over-year figures can 
still be used to look at the trends since median 
sale price did not fluctuate anywhere near as 
much as the number of closed sales in the 
early stages of the pandemic. The NSBBOR 
report indicates that single family price points 
for April remain in an upward trend, with upper 
priced tiers ($400,000+) leading the way. 

The market for condos and townhomes is 
still on fire as prospective buyers continue to 
look more seriously at attached units in the 
face of shortages of single-family homes in the 
more affordable end of the price spectrum. The 
NSBBOR report indicates that mid-level (under 
$400,000) and upper priced tiers ($600,000 - 
$1M) show an increase in sales.

For new construction, affordability 
factors are affecting new home sales. New 
construction can be a good option for first-time 
homebuyers, although completed homes that 
are listed frequently have bidding wars that 
price out young, prospective buyers. According 
to the National Association of Home Builders, 
a growing number of builders are limiting sales 
in order to manage supply chains, including 
access and cost factors associated with lumber, 
appliances and other building materials. 

According to the National Association of 
Realtors chief economist, Lawrence Yun, real 
estate in 2021 offers plenty of reasons for 
optimism. Home sales are expected to rise, 
while home prices will rise more moderately 
allowing first-time homebuyers to enter the 
market. Mortgage rates will continue to be 
favorable, staying at near historic lows of three 
percent on average.

 

Mimi McKee is a Realtor with Ocean 
Properties & Management Inc. and a member 
of the NSB Board of Realtors. She relocated 
from Atlanta, GA in 2005 and is  “Loving 
Living at the Beach.”  386-576-7722                       
 #NSBeachLife        @NSBMimi         #NSB

NEWS

Volusia Real Estate Outlook
Market Reality in 2021
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After Body Meals
933 Beville Road Unit 101 E 

South Daytona 32119
Delivery Driver - must have car

Apply Online: 
Afterbodymeals.com/join-our-team 

Allstate - Melanie Emanuel 
530 Canal Street

New Smyrna Beach
Licensed Sales Producer

Send resume to memanuel@allstate.com

Angie’s Serenity Day Spa
306 Washington Street, NSB

Nail Technician/Spa Attendant
Eyelash Artist/Massage Therapist 

Apply in Person or Email 
angiesserenitydayspa@gmail.com

Big B Liquors 
1820 S. Ridgewood Avenue, Edgewater

Florida Shores Plaza
Part Time: Register/Sales/Stock/Cleaning 

Apply with Resume in Person

City Market Bistro
124 Canal Street, NSB

Line Cooks/Busboy/Dishwasher
Server/Hostess 

Walk-In to Apply 10:30-11:30am or 3-4pm

Daytona Beach Parasail
4936 S. Peninsula Drive, Ponce Inlet 32127

Front Desk/Parasail/Deckhand
Jetski Tour Guide

E-mail your resume to: 
jobs@daytonaparasail.com

Flagler Tavern 
414 Flagler Avenue

Sous-Chef/Line Cook/Prep Cook
Craft Bartender/Food Runners/Dishwasher 

Assistant General Manager
Apply in Person 

Jimmy Hulas, Ormond & Port Orange
191 E. Granada Blvd., Ormond Beach

65 Dunlawton Ave., Port Orange 
F/T & P/T with some experience 

Apply in Person with a General Manager

Look Charmed Boutique
311 Flagler Avenue
New Smyrna Beach
Customer Service
Apply in Person

Manzano’s Beachside Deli
311 Flagler Avenue, NSB

386-402-4981  manzanonsb.com
Sandwich Maker/Flat Top Line Cook/Food Prep

Apply in Person or 
Send E-mail to: manzanoinc@aol.com

Marco’s Pizza
1173 W. International Speedway Blvd. #10 

Daytona Beach 32114
Drivers/Insiders

In person Application & Interview

Pepper’s Boutique 
119 Faulkner Street, NSB

Sales Associate 18-20 hours a week
Fashion Guru & Computer Savvy 

Call 404-784-2188

Riverpark Terrace
302 S. Riverside Dr. NSB
Dishwasher/Prep Cook
Food Runner/Hostess

In person: Tues-Sat 11 am - 5 pm

The Ormond Agency
555 W Granada Blvd Ste H8
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Insurance Customer Service & Sales Agents           
E-mail resumes to admin@ormondagency.com

Yellow Dog Eats
147 Canal St.

New Smyrna Beach
All Positions Available 

Apply in person

Help Wanted: Local Businesses Need You 
INDUSTRY: Retail Restaurant Insurance Outdoor Entertainment Spa Beverage
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Family Business
Finding Beauty - Being in close quarters for a significant 
amount of time has given families a chance to think about 
other forms of income - things they could do as a family.  
Working for the family was a normal part of my family 
history for more generations than I know.  

The first job I was aware of was “junk dealing,” created 
by my great grandfather and grandfather. I’m not sure how 
their concept came to be, but it was during the Depression 
and they sold enough to put food on the table and 
eventually purchase an appliance store. 

From there, they opened a furniture and carpet store 
that lasted over 30 years. More family, from both sides, 
jumped on the furniture employment train. My mom’s 
side of the family, and my dad’s side. Eventually my 
generation was brought in, starting as furniture dusters 
for the 20,000-square-foot building. My dad wanted us to 
know business and he wanted to be the one to teach us. 
We were to dress properly, act professionally at all times, 
know how to sell furniture and accept the fact that the 
customer was always right.

He wanted to teach us that just because we were girls, 
we were never too good to get our hands dirty. One day, 
he called me off the showroom floor and sent me to the 
warehouse. He taught me how to put Lay-Z-Boy recliners 
together even though I was wearing a dress and heels. 

The tradition still lives on, in some ways, with my own 
family. My husband and I, along with our son and daughter, 
ran a salon business since the late 1990s. We chose the 
positions that we knew we would enjoy the most. The guys 
were the hair stylists and my daughter and I did nails and 
makeup. We made a fun team (most days), and we were 
able to prepare our kids for careers they may want to seek 
in the future. 

We had hoped 
our son would 
carry on the 
business, but 
after working 
with us for about 
19 years, he 
decided to follow 
his passion of 
skydiving and 
our daughter 
married an air 
traffic controller 
and moved 
to Chicago. 
Disappointed? 
No - proud. They 
followed their 
dreams.

It’s all the little things you learn when you work with your 
family. You have a sense of security and comfort to figure 
out your strengths and what you want for your future. You 
learn professionalism, how to work hard and take pride in 
your work. Communication is a vital aspect in business and 
family. We tried to never bring work home, so the family 
would have time to be just that - a family.

Karin Jenkins is a Licensed 
Esthetician, Makeup Artist, and 
the author of the book, “Pageant 
Land and the Family Who Lived 
There.” She has been involved in all 
aspects of the beauty industry and 
in show business for over 30 years. 
Karin is the mother of two and the 
grandmother of four. She and her 
husband David co-own the local 
family business - Applause Salon in 
New Smyrna Beach.  (386) 426-5454

Place a Business Card ad 
here for only $75 a month! 

Call Carol Court
at 407.484.3207 for more info. 

Get Noticed! 

(386)310-8040
3174 S. Atlantic Ave - Unit C

 Daytona Beach Shores 32118

ICE CREAM SOCIAL OF DBS

10% OFF
PURCHASE

Must Present Coupon. 
Expires 7/5/21

YOUR TASTE MATTERS 
 

386.423.7992
1820 S RIDGEWOOD AVE

EDGEWATER 32141
 

SUN- THURS 9 AM - 10 PM 
FRI-SAT 9 AM TO 11 PM 

FEATURE
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What’s worth fighting for? For Shannon 
“Dallas” Hall, the answer is a lifelong boxing 
career, a passion for fitness and her new 
martial arts school. Third time’s a charm for 
Hall, who opened her Knockout Artist Fight 
Club in Edgewater in April. As she explains, 
the new school is the result of “a lot of hard 
work, patience and prayer.”  

Hall was a star on the American Gladiators 
series from 1993 to 1998. Prior to that, she 
was a Miss Fitness America Finalist in 1993, 
an undefeated Toughwoman Champion, an 
International Female Boxers Association 
Platinum Boxing Champion, and a Wushu San 
Shou Women’s Champion. She was also the 
first winner of the first professional female 
boxing match at Madison Square Garden. 

In 2012, Hall opened her first gym, The 
Gladiator Arena in New Smyrna, which was 
operational until 2014, when she sustained 
injuries while sparring. In 2018, she opened 
Knockout Artist Fight Club, also in New 
Smyrna, but once again, the gym would be 
short-lived. After two years, her son became 
ill, so she sold the gym and relocated to New 
Mexico for his rehabilitation. Hall states that 
her setbacks have made her “stronger, wiser, 
leaner and meaner,” and she aims to pass this 
strength and mindset along to her students. 

Fast forward to 2021, and Hall made a 
comeback with Knockout Artist Fight Club, 
this time in Edgewater. This January she 
was contacted by VICE Production Company, 
New York, to be included in a documentary 
about her journey as a professional boxer 
and television personality. This agreement 
reignited her passion and funded the 
reopening of the martial arts school. In a few 
months, Hall will be featured on ESPN’s “30 
for 30,” along with fellow Gladiators, as well 
as the show’s producers and creators.

The school has also been gifted an official 
American Gladiator Training Center franchise 
by one of the show’s creators. This allows 
the school the right to officially represent the 
brand and develop strong athletes through 
mixed martial arts instruction, personal 
training, weight loss, nutrition plans and 
stretch therapy. 

To Hall, the most exciting part of being 
a mixed martial arts school owner is the 
privilege of being called Coach because, “It 
forces me to be the best version of myself, as 
a mentor and role model,” she says. “When 
the students look me in the eye, on the mats 
or in the ring, it gives me a sense of joy like 
nothing else.” And that, she exclaims, “is truly 
worth fighting for!”

KOAFC is located at 2323 Ridgewood Avenue, 
Edgewater, Florida. The gym’s Fit and Fun Summer 
Camp, for ages 4-11, is scheduled June 7-August 
6. For details, contact the gym at 386-410-5004 or 
email them at: gladiator.fitness@gmail.com.

*Pictured (from left) are members of the Knockout 
Artist Fight Club Inc.’s Board of Directors: Michael 
Sepulveda, vice president; Mia Trujillo, cardio-
kickboxing coach; Shannon Hall, president; 
Lorraine Martin, treasurer; and Professor Uziel 
Santana, coach. 

Something Worth Fighting For

Eve Watkins is a writer/editor 
who lives in New Smyrna 
Beach. Her work has been 
featured in film, television, 
advertisements, websites, 
exhibits, speeches, online 
learning platforms, magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters and 
other publications. 

CONVO
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Get The Scoop... NEWS
Summertime Fertilizer Ban Begins June 1:  Each year, Volusia County has a summertime fertilizer ban and initiates other restrictions to protect the county’s 
waterways. Ordinance 2014-09 applies to all homes and businesses in Volusia County, except those in Deltona and DeBary, which have their own fertilizer ordinances. 
Gardens and compost are exempt. The ordinance includes the following provisions: The application of fertilizers containing nitrogen or phosphorous is prohibited from 
June 1 through September 30 of each year. Fertilizer may not be applied within 15 feet of water bodies. The application of fertilizers containing phosphorous is prohibited 
unless a deficiency is verified. Fertilizer containing nitrogen may be applied only between October 1 and May 31 and must contain no less than 50 percent slow-release 
nitrogen. The University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences offers tests for phosphorus, potassium, calcium and magnesium content in soil. For more 
information about fertilizer use and soil testing, call the University of Florida/Volusia County extension at (386) 822-5778. For soil testing forms and more information, 
visit:  SoilsLab.ifas.ufl.edu

It’s Time to Assemble your Hurricane Disaster Supplies:  The Atlantic Hurricane Season starts on June 1st! Just having enough supplies to make it through a 
hurricane isn’t enough. You need plenty to make it through what could be a long recovery period, too. Water and electricity could be out for a week or more. Have enough 
non-perishable food, water and medicine to last each person in your family for a minimum of three days. And make sure you have extra cash, flashlights and a portable crank 
or solar powered USB charger to charge your cell phone. A disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items your household may need in the event of an emergency. Make 
sure your emergency kit is stocked with these basic items: water (one galler per person per day for several days), food (at least a three-day supply of non-perishables), battery-
powered or hand crank radio, flashlights, first aid kit, extra batteries, whistle (to signal for help), dust mask (to help filter contaminated air), plastic sheeting and duct tape (to 
shelter in place), moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties (for personal sanitation), wrench or pilers (to turn off utilities), manual can opener (for food), local maps and a 
cellphone with chargers and backup batteries. Since Spring of 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has also recommended people include additional items in 
their kits to help prevent the spread of coronavirus or other viruses and the flu. Once you take a look at your basic items, consider what unique needs your family might have, 
such as supplies for pets or seniors. To assemble your kit, store items in airtight plastic bags and put your entire disaster supplies kit in one or two easy-to-carry containers 
such as plastic bins or a duffel bag. After assembling your kit remember to maintain it so it’s ready when needed by keeping food in a cool, dry place, storing boxed food in 
tightly closed containers, replacing expired items and updating your keep each year as your family’s needs change. Find an emergency supply list and more tips at:  Ready.gov

$3 million Mosquito Lagoon Water Restoration Project Gains Approval:  Hugging the border between New Smyrna Beach and Edgewater, the Gabordy Canal captures 
a large quantity of stormwater runoff that eventually discharges into the Mosquito Lagoon. Included with that runoff are nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorous that negatively 
impact the ecosystem in the lagoon by contributing to harmful algae blooms and reducing the amount of seagrass. On May 18, the Volusia County Council gave the green light to a nearly 
$3 million stormwater treatment project for the Gabordy Canal that’s designed to improve water quality in the Mosquito Lagoon. The project has been in the planning and design stage 
for years, and the approval of the construction contract represented a major milestone. Recognizing the environmental importance and regional impact of the stormwater project, the 
state is partnering with the county and has dedicated a significant amount of money to help fund the construction costs. The St. Johns River Water Management District has committed 
$1.9 million, and the County Council inked a $300,700 cost-share agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. The county’s remaining share, $742,216, is 
funded by the county’s stormwater utility fund. The Indian River Lagoon Council also provided a 50 percent cost share grant in the amount of $99,960 to help pay for the project’s design 
and permitting. The project involves construction of a treatment facility that will divert stormwater from the canal into a 2-acre treatment facility that will remove detrimental nutrients 
prior to the water being discharged back into the canal and eventually into Mosquito Lagoon. The work is expected to take approximately 18 months to complete.  Volusia.org
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If you have been for a morning walk along the 
shores of New Smyrna, you have likely noticed 
a remarkable figure moving swiftly along the 
water’s edge. William “Keeper of the Plains” 
Vandervier is a mixed martial arts fighter, 
who lives and trains in our small beach town. 
The 6-foot-5 “Jumbo,” as his friends call him, 
sprints up and down the coastline almost every 
morning. However, making the nearly 1900-
mile journey to New Smyrna was not an easy 
decision for him.  

Originally from the Cheyenne River Indian 
Reservation, South Dakota, Vandervier, 34, 
belongs to the Oglala band of Lakota, and his 
pride in his heritage is obvious. The many miles 
separating him from the reservation do not 
prevent Vandervier from observing many of his 
cultural rituals. He wakes singing prayer songs, 
burns sage to cleanse spaces of negative 
energy, and relies on bear root for medicinal 
purposes. “My family sends items that help me 
feel closer to them and to my home,” he says.

The fighter has been in New Smyrna since 
2019, when a friend and fellow Lakota invited 
Vandervier to train with the Macaco Gold 
Team NSB. Reluctant to leave his family and 
scenic homeland, he ultimately decided it was 
in his best interest to avail himself of the best 
possible training environment. After all, New 
Smyrna provides the ideal climate for year-
round outdoor physical activity, as well as plenty 
of qualified mentors and coaches. The city is 
also close to the active Central Florida fighting 
scene, allowing Vandervier plenty of occasions 
to hone his skills.

Vandervier says he is primarily fighting for 
his family, especially his children, so they may 

have opportunities he did not have. “In so 
many ways, ‘the system’ is designed to prevent 
Native American males from succeeding,” he 
explains. “But that can change if more men 
like me are willing to take the risks needed to 
improve themselves, even if it means moving 
cross-country,” says Vandervier. “I want my kids 
to be able to do things I couldn’t, to have things 
I didn’t, and to go places I can’t,” he explains. 
“That is why I fight: for my family. To give them 
a fighting chance at a better future!”

He will compete in his first professional level 
fight on June 12, as part of Ogitchidaa Fight 
Productions Warrior Games IX, in Watertown, 
South Dakota. Vandervier has been training 
diligently the past several months and feels fully 
prepared. “I’ve been focusing on strength and 
conditioning, cardio, striking, Jiu Jitsu, even my 
nutrition,” he states. “I am more than ready!” All 
his fans wish Vandervier “Tókhi wániphika ní!” 
or, “Good luck!” 

To monitor his career or to inquire about 
sponsorship, follow Vandervier on his social 
media accounts. 

Instagram: @keeper_of_the_plains
Facebook.com/native.thu

Fighting for Family 

Eve Watkins is a writer/editor 
who lives in New Smyrna 
Beach. Her work has been 
featured in film, television, 
advertisements, websites, 
exhibits, speeches, online 
learning platforms, magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters and 
other publications. 

CONVO
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FLOSS BOSS 
Midriff flossing is summer’s hottest trend. It’s making major heat waves all over Fashion Week and can already be seen all over your Instagram feed. Midriff flossing can be best described as any 
article of clothing that has ties which can be criss-crossed and wrap around the midriff. This 90s micro-trend is chic and sexy and can elevate any outfit. You can try this trend with any bikini top 
with those extra long ties and layer over it with a crop top and...voila, stylish! 

Danielle Napolitano is 
a designer and owner 
of Rockerbands, a 70s 
Rock’n’Roll inspired bikini 
and accessory line. Along with 
building her brand, Danielle 
is also a stylist at Jon Ric 
Salon and Spa in New Smyrna 

FASHION
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W
rap-around bralette: @

R
ockerbands / Bikini bottom

s and crop top: @
Shein / Jean shorts: @

Levis

Stylist • Blog • Photo: Danielle Napolitano  IG: @DreamWasteland  Model: Brianna LaTorre IG: @Briikini 
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#ECCToldMe NEWS
Governor DeSantis Signs Bill Allowing To-Go Sales of Alcoholic Beverages by Restaurants:  Governor Ron DeSantis signed into law Senate Bill 148, 
which authorizes restaurants, or vendors of alcoholic beverages also holding a public food service license, to sell or deliver alcoholic beverages prepared by the vendor in 
sealed containers. The bill extends additional sales options, commonly referenced as alcohol-to-go, that are similar to measures implemented by emergency orders of Governor 
DeSantis during Florida’s state of emergency related to COVID-19. Governor DeSantis signed the bill at Houligan’s Sports Grille, an Ormond Beach-area restaurant that 
relied on the allowances of the Governor’s prior emergency orders over the past year as an added source of revenue during challenges associated with the pandemic. Under 
Senate Bill 148, an eligible vendor that sells or delivers alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption must hold a public food service license, ensure the sale or delivery of 
alcoholic beverages is accompanied by the sale of food in the same order, and comply with sealing and packaging requirements established in the bill. The vendor, or the agent 
or employee of the vendor making the delivery, is also responsible for verifying and documenting valid proof of the recipient’s identity and age at the time of delivery pursuant 
to provisions of Florida’s Beverage Law regarding deliveries. The full text of Senate Bill 148 is available online at:  FLSenate.gov

EDGEfest 4th of July Celebration Moves to New Location:  Exciting news in Edgewater! Plans are set for this year’s 4th of July celebration.  It will look different 
but it will be just as much fun. This year’s fireworks show by Zambelli Fireworks will have a new location - the western end of Hawks Park behind the Southeast Volusia Family 
YMCA (148 West Park Avenue).  This location will allow spectators to view the stunning annual fireworks display from either the comfort of their vehicles in a large grassy 
parking area or from a blanket or chair in the soccer fields.  Vendors will be located in between both locations so a cool treat, drink or snack is never far away. The event takes 
place on Sunday, July 4, 2021 and begins at 6 p.m. featuring music, vendors and food with fireworks at dusk. For more information about the EDGEfest 4th of July event or 
learn more about becoming a vendor or EDGEfest sponsor, please call (386) 424-2400 x1340 or email SpecialEvents@CityOfEdgewater.org. EDGEfest is a year round series 
of events held monthly in the City of Edgewater.  Each event includes a variety of activities designed to provide something for every member of the family.  The EDGEfest 
event series is funded solely by sponsorships and donations.  It is a fun, economical opportunity for businesses to showcase all they have to offer.   CityOfEdgewater.org

Explore Your Creative Side in New Smyrna Beach:  New Smyrna Beach’s arts community is a thriving creative soup of painters, sculptors, musicians, writers and artisans 
making art truly accessible. A variety of workshops and classes are offered across multiple disciplines within the visual and performing arts including jewelry making, ceramics, painting, 
resin art, theater, music and more. Instructors are typically local artists themselves. Try your hand at ceramics at Jane’s Art Center - classes are small with huge work tables spacing 
students apart. Tools and clay can even be purchased (around $30) online or in studio for sculpting at home. Local entrepreneur, Sherry Taylor, took six weeks of sculpting class and was 
thrilled with her finished piece (pictured right) saying, “My finished clay piece kind of resembles my muse, a friend and neighbor who courageously accepted her likeness to be sculpted by 
beginner hands!” Experiment with color during a painting class hosted by Artists’ Workshop of NSB or learn the joy of painting happy little trees at the Bob Ross Art Workshop. Guest 
artists from around the world also host classes at the Bob Ross Workshop. The Artists’ Workshop of NSB offers drawing and pottery classes in addition to a large selection of oil and 
watercolor classes. Attend a gallery talk at Arts on Douglas or check out a short film event or music night at The Hub on Canal. Join a community theater production at Little Theatre 
or immerse yourself in the arts from the comfort of your home with free online courses like Atlantic Center for the Arts’ virtual Painting for Wellness and Nature Sketch Club tutorials. 
Find info on these spots and more:  Facebook.com/discoverDAYTONA.NSB
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NEW SUMMER HOURS

386.427.2903   •   RiverparkTerrace.com   •   302 S. Riverside Drive, NSB 32168

Tuesday - Thursday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 9 pm 

Friday - Saturday Hours:
Lunch 11am - 3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Sunday Hours:
Brunch 11am-3pm  •  Dinner 5 pm - 10 pm

Closed Monday

Your Safety is Our Priority

Follow Us On Social Media For Events & Specials 

“We LOVE this restaurant! This was our third time visiting, and once again they did not disappoint. Everything is just 
absolutely a great experience. The ambiance is charming both inside and out, the service is always great-they treat 

you like you’re their best and favorite customer! Every time we’re in the area we make a plan to stop.” - Trip Advisor

Dine outdoors in a tropical garden or 
indoors in an intimate setting ENJOY LOCAL LIVE MUSIC TUESDAY - SUNDAY

Musicians Featured in May:

Gina Cuchetti  •  Savi Fernandez
Ella and the Bossa Beat  •  Evan Ahlswede

Linda Calise   •  CJ Meincke
Shannon Rae  •  TRio  •  Jim Chevalier

DISCOVER A WORLD OF ART
Fine Art. Sculpture Garden. Ceramic Classes. Events. 

386-402-8673  |  JanesArtCenter.com
199 Downing Street  |  New Smyrna Beach 32168
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Volusia County Volusia County  Current Events   Current Events  Find More @  www.ECCurrent.comFind More @  www.ECCurrent.com
all events are subject to change without notice
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 THU @ 5 - 9 PM 
 JUN 17

The family-friendly event 
boasts an evening of games, 
street food tastings and 
entertainment!

17
Seaside Fiesta

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 THU @ 7 - 9 PM
 JUN 17

Register for FREE @ 
MarineDiscoverCenter.org to hear 
from the local experts. Call for this 
month’s topic. 

17
Virtual Public Lecture: TBD

Online via Zoom

 SUN @ 5:30 - 9 PM
 JUL 4 

Kids can enjoy both wet and 
dry kids’ zones, plus a Food
Court Alley, live band, drinks 
and fireworks at 9 PM.

4
4th of July Spectacular

Port Orange City Center

 SUN @ 6 PM
 JUL 4 

The fun kicks off with food, 
vendors and music; fireworks 
begin at dusk.

4
EDGEfest 4th of July Celebration

Hawks Park, Edgewater

 MON - SAT
 JUL 12 - 17

A week of events designed to show 
off your beautiful Mustang and 
meet people from all over the US!
MustangsAtDaytona.net

12-17

Mustangs @ Daytona

Destination Daytona, Ormond 

 EVERY SAT IN JUNE
 JUN 5, 12, 19, 26

Weekly environmental and nature-based 
classes and workshops for all ages. Must 
register at least 48 hours before the 
program - (386) 386-789-7207, ext. #21028

LEC Workshops and Classes

Lyonia Environmental Center

EVERY TUE - SAT  IN JUNE
10 AM - 5 PM

Ev Niewoehner has an imagination 
second to none and a way of looking 
at the world and translating it 
artistically with color, humor and joy! 

IMAGES: EV NIEWOEHNER

Jane’s Art Center, 199 Downing St., NSB

 WED @ 5:30 - 8:30 PM
 JUL 14 

Register NOW for an evening of ice skating 
with your furry friend! $10/adult includes 
admission for you and your dog plus dog 
ice booties. HalifaxHumaneSociety.org

14
Dog Park on Ice 

Daytona Ice Arena, S. Daytona

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 JUN 12

Free and open to the 
public featuring restaurant, 
manufacturing and other local 
businesses looking to hire! 

12
SE Volusia Job Fair

Daytona State NSB/Edgewater Campus

 SAT @ 11 AM - 1 PM
 JUN 12

Celebrate Father’s Day with 
other families at a cookout in 
the park complete with a round 
of kickball! 

12
Father’s Day Cookout/Kickball

James Park, S. Daytona

 SAT @ 4 - 8 PM
 JUN 12 / JUL 10

Downtown NSB becomes home 
to street rods and antique cars 
with food, fun and music. FREE 
admission.

12
Canal Street Cruise

Canal Street, NSB

 SAT @ 10 AM - 2 PM
 JUN 5

Swim into summer with a pool 
party featuring music, food 
and vendors.

5
School’s Out Summer Splash

SE Volusia YMCA, Edgewater

 1st SAT @ 10 AM - 5 PM
 JUN 5 / JUL 3

Art Stroll and Gallery Walk 
features solo/group exhibitions, 
artist talks.

5
Art Stroll/Gallery Walk

Canal Street, NSB

 1st SAT @ 1 - 6 PM
 JUN 5 / JUL 3

Sample craft beers and 
unique wines as you stroll! 
$25 includes 12 tastings and 
souvenir glass.

5
Sip and Stroll

Canal Street, NSB

 FRI - SUN
 JUN 11 - 13

The truck show features 
custom truck builds and 
monster machines. More info 
at DaytonaTruckMeet.com.

11-13

Daytona Truck Meet

Daytona International Speedway

 SUN @ 4 - 9 PM
 JUL 4 

Festivities include gourmet 
food trucks, live music and 
fireworks on the river beginning 
at 9:15 PM.

4 
NSB 4th of July Celebration

Riverside Park, NSB

 SAT @ 7:30 PM
 JUN 26

Relive all the smooth, sleek mellow 
pop-rock songs of the 70s and 80s! 
Tix @ FlaglerAuditorium.org starting 
at $25.

26
Summer Breeze: Yacht Rock Experience

Flagler Auditorium, Palm Coast

 FRI @ 4:30 - 8 PM
 JUN 25

Free concert featuring ARE 
FRIENDS ELECTRIC plus food 
trucks and cash bars. Bring your 
own chair/blanket.

25
Food Trucks and Concert

McElroy Park, DB Shores

 SAT @ 1 - 7 PM
 JUN 26 

Explore over 100 interesting 
wines inside host locations 
and walk the avenue. Tasting 
passports are $30.

26
Wine Walk

Flagler Avenue, NSB

 SAT @ 12 - 5 PM
 JUL 3

Grab a $15 tasting passport to taste 
all the different types of ice cream 
prepared in multiple different ways 
by area businesses. 

3
Ice Cream Social

Flagler Avenue, NSB

EVERY SAT @ 7:15 PM
 JUN 5, 12, 19, 26

A weekly concert of the best 
tribute bands followed by a 
fireworks show over the water! 
Reserve seats for $4 - $10

Star Spangled Summer

Daytona Beach Bandshell

 SAT @ 3 - 7 PM
 JUN 19 / JUL 17

Classic cars and hot rods line 
the avenue with live DJ music, 
giveaways, shopping and dining 
specials.

19
Cruise Downtown DeLand

E. Indiana Ave., DeLand

 TUES, THU
 JUN 22, 24, 29

Register for weekly outdoor events 
exploring via biking, hiking, kayaking 
and more. Find details/register @ 
Volusia.org

22
Explore Volusia

Throughout Volusia County

 SUN, TUES, THU
 JUL 11, 13, 15 

Gates open at 7 PM for pre-movie 
fun, activities and concessions. FREE 
admission. Movie begins at 8 PM. 

11
Summer Drive In Movie Mania

Drive In Church, Daytona
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Food & DrinkCommunity Music
Arts/

Performances
Sports/Races/

ActivitiesKEY: Recurring Events
Multiple Days
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 SAT @ 11 AM - 3 PM
 JUN 19 - 20

A Juneteenth celebration to 
connect to our community and 
each other! 19: Earl Brown 
Park, 20: Artisan Alley

19-20

Unity in the Community 

Downtown DeLand

 SAT @ 6 PM
 JUL 3

Family festival with live music, food 
trucks, games and activities and 
fireworks display.

3
Firecracker Festival

Earl Brown Park, DeLand

 SAVE THE DATE
 AUG 27

Register your business team of 4 (2 
can be surfing “ringers!”) for a fun, 
team building, day at the beach.
SEVChamber.com

27 

Surf and Turf Contest

Jetty @ NSB Inlet

 JUL 15 - 31
 More Dates in AUG

See the world’s most beloved 
musical on stage in NSB! Find 
tickets and showtimes online at
NSBPlayers.org.

15-31

The Sound of Music

The Little Theatre, NSB

 1st SAT @ 5 - 8 PM
 JUN 5 / JUL 3

Celebrate culture with 6 gallery 
stops featuring over 100 artists. 
Most of the artwork is handcrafted 
by local fine artists.

5
Ormond Art Walk

Ormond Mainstreet - Granada

 SUN @ 3 - 4:15 PM
 JUN 6

Grab a folding chair or blanket 
for a free, family-friendly outdoor 
concert!

6
Sunday Concert Series

Riverside Park, NSB

 FRI @ 4 - 11 PM
 JUN 11

Featuring food trucks, live 
music (1-2 stages), show cars 
and a sidewalk sale along the 
Riverfront Shops.

11
Food Truck Rally

Beach St, Downtown Daytona

 SAT @ 11 AM 
 JUN 19

Kickstands up at 11 AM for a 
pedaling tour of NSB’s favorite 
beachside bars. No registration 
required. 

19
Bike ‘n’ Bar

JB’s Fish Camp, NSB

 FRI - SUN 
 JUN 18 - 20

The annual crossfit competition 
also features a food truck festival 
and craft beer festival. Sign up and 
tickets @ TheBaconBeatdown.com

18-20

The Bacon Beatdown

Ocean Center, Daytona Beach

 SAT @ 6 PM - 12 AM
 JUL 3

A summer block party and 
pub crawl with live music, 
drink specials, food trucks and 
fireworks over the ocean.

3
Red, White and Brew

Main Street, Daytona Beach

 SAT @ 5 - 9:30 PM
 JUL 3

FREE admission inclues live 
band, food vendors, a kids’ 
zone and, of course, the best 
fireworks show in town!

3
Fireworks and Fun

Valentine Park, Orange City

 JUL 16 - 31
 More Dates in AUG

Rollicking, humorous songs in this show’s 
intoxicating tribute to the music of the 
1920s & 1930s Harlem Renaissance.
Tix/showtimes @ AthensDeLand.com.

16-31   

Ain’t Misbehavin’

Athens Theatre, DeLand
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Preparation:

Bring a large pot of water to boil. Salt water then add pasta, stirring to avoid sticking. Boil 10 minutes for best 
results, 8 for al dente. Drain pasta and set aside. While pasta is boiling, heat a large saute pan over medium heat. 
Add olive oil, garlic and red pepper flakes, stirring constantly to keep garlic from burning. 

After a minute, add wine, salt, garlic powder and pepper, and saute for two minutes, until the wine has mostly 
reduced. Stir in pasta sauce, mussels and calamari. Cover and allow to cook 3 - 4 minutes.

Add shrimp and scallops, cooking another 2 - 3 minutes, until shrimp is opaque and mussels have opened. 
Remove from heat. Add boiled pasta to the pan, stirring to coat in sauce. Portion out pasta in bowls, then arrange 
seafood on top, pouring any remaining sauce over everything. Garnish with fresh basil, serve and enjoy.

Nutrition
Calories: 587kcal | Carbohydrates: 79g | Protein: 39g | Fat: 10g | Saturated Fat: 1g | Cholesterol: 232mg | Sodium: 
1805mg | Potassium: 1119mg | Fiber: 5g | Sugar: 9g | Vitamin A: 1125IU | Vitamin C: 19.5mg | Calcium: 156mg | 
Iron: 5.7mg

Ingredients:
• 2 Tablespoons olive oil

• 8 cloves garlic, diced

• 2 teaspoons crushed red pepper 

flakes, less if you don’t like it super 

spicy

• 1/4 cup white wine

• 1/4 teaspoon sea salt

• 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder

• 1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

• 12 ounces bucatini pasta or spaghetti 

or linguine

• 1 jar pasta sauce

• 12 mussels, cleaned

• 1/2 cup calamari

• 1/2 pound scallops

• 1/2 pound medium shrimp

• 2 tablespoons fresh basil chiffonade

Seafood Fra Diavolo with Bucatini

Preparation:

Preheat the air fryer to 400 degrees F. Prepare three medium bowls; whisk the egg white and coconut 
milk together in one bowl until frothy and combined. Whisk flour, salt and pepper together in a second 
bowl. Add the coconut flakes and Panko in the third bowl and mix well to combine.

Peel the shrimp, leaving the tails intact. Dredge shrimp one-by-one in flour and shake off excess. Dip 
shrimp into egg-coconut mixture, then press shrimp into coconut-Panko mixture, coating on both sides. 
Transfer shrimp to a large plate or baking sheet. Carefully spray shrimp well with cooking spray. 

Add the shrimp in single layer batches to the air fryer basket. Cook for 3 - 4 minutes on one side, then 
open the basket and flip. Cook for an additional 3 - 4 minutes, or until crispy to your liking. Garnish with 
cilantro and serve with lime wedges and Yum Yum Sauce.

Yum Yum Sauce
Combine all of the ingredients in a small bowl. Mix thoroughly to combine. Refrigerate until ready to 
serve.

Nutrition
Calories: 311kcal | Carbohydrates: 18g | Protein: 19g | Fat: 17g | Saturated Fat: 11g | Cholesterol: 
202mg | Sodium: 1299mg | Potassium: 204mg | Fiber: 2g | Sugar: 7g | Vitamin A: 120IU | Vitamin C: 
6.8mg | Calcium: 144mg | Iron: 2.7mg

• 1 pound uncooked jumbo shrimp, peeled and 

deveined, tails left intact

• 1 large egg white

• 2 tablespoons coconut milk

• 1/3 cup flour

• 1 teaspoon kosher salt

• 1 teaspoon black pepper

• 1 cup unsweetened coconut flakes

• 1/2 cups Panko bread crumbs

• 1 tablespoon cilantro, finely chopped

• Lime wedges for serving

Yum Yum Sauce:

• 1/2 cup sour cream

• 1/4 cup sweet chili sauce

• 2 tablespoons mayonnaise

• 2 tablespoons sriracha

• Pinch kosher salt

Ingredients:

Air Fryer Crunchy Coconut ShrimpAir Fryer Crunchy Coconut Shrimp
Find More at TheCrumbyKitchen.com

TASTE

Prep Time:  20 minutes • Cook Time:  15 minutes • Servings: 4

Take a weekday vacation to paradise with a batch of these crunchy, juicy, golden 
Coconut Shrimp! This popular restaurant appetizer is so easy to make at home, 
and using your air fryer to cook it is a much healthier alternative.

Pasta crowned with an array of fresh seafood that’s bursting with spicy Italian flavor and lots of garlic - 
this Seafood Fra Diavolo with Bucatini is a spicy seafood spaghetti extravaganza!

Erica Acevedo is an NSB native and recipe developer, blogger and food 
photographer at TheCrumbyKitchen.com. A published cookbook author 
with a bad case of wanderlust, she loves to get creative in the kitchen with 
her husband, Abe, and best friend, Lara, with whom she also runs Fork & 
Lens Photography Studio. TheCrumbyKitchen.com

Prep Time: 15 minutes • Cook Time: 30 minutes • Servings: 6
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Summer is here and for a lot of us, that means more time 
outdoors, enjoying the beach, springs and waterways while 
we soak up the sun. Living in a coastal community, it’s easy to 
forget about Florida’s other non-oceanic ecosystems and the 
abundance of wildlife we are surrounded with on a daily basis.

The Reptile Discovery Center in DeLand is a unique facility 
dedicated to exposing the public to hundreds of reptilian 
species - not only from Florida, but around the world. Home to 
one of the country’s largest collections of venomous snakes, 
you’ll come face-to-face with dangerous species you would 
hope to never encounter otherwise. 

Like so many businesses this past year, the center was 
greatly impacted by COVID-19 and was forced to close its 
doors to the public for 14 months. After a long wait, they 
reopened in May and the center’s resident reptilian specialists, 
Carl and Mara, are thrilled to continue to educate the public on 
these incredible creatures. 

Behind the scenes, however, the staff of the center were 
hard at work serving an even greater purpose with worldwide 
benefits. The Reptile Discovery Center is also home to 
Medtoxin Venom Laboratories, where Carl and Mara carefully 
raise, care for and handle a collection of around 750 venomous 
snakes from around the world. Each week, they perform venom 
extractions on numerous snakes and the venom is sent to 
pharmaceutical companies around the world to create lifesaving 
antivenom. 

This process isn’t just behind closed doors, though. It’s 
included in admission! In addition to exploring dozens of the 
world’s deadliest creatures in the serpentarium, the center 
offers a front seat to live venom extractions twice a day. Safely 
tucked away behind glass, Carl and Mara intensely focus while 
they handle the likes of coral snakes, western diamondbacks, 
southern copperheads, cobras and more. We sat on the edge of 
our seats as we watched them delicately collect the venom from 
some of the world’s most famous slithering critters.

Prior to the extractions, you’ll get to meet some of the 
gentler, and significantly less dangerous, residents. We held 
Sunflower, an albino ball python, and Picasso, a piebald ball 
python. Avery is fearless when it comes to animals of all 
kinds, and scrambled at the chance to hold them. She was so 
interested in studying their scales and flicking tongues that 
she could barely tear herself away to smile for a photo. The 
presentation also includes details on how the Medtoxin Lab 
works and the process of caring for and working with these 
animals.

If snakes really aren’t your thing, don’t write this place off just 
yet. Scott is absolutely terrified of snakes - I’ve seen him jump 
three feet in the air just at the sight of a large stick he thought 
was a snake. He was still enthralled with the opportunity to 
see some of these beautiful and incredible creatures just a 
few inches away…as long as there was glass between them, 
of course. He even took the chance to give Sunflower a quick, 
gentle poke just to say he touched a snake before quickly 
backing away. The center offers a safe, controlled space to 

Reptile Discovery Center - DeLand 
Slither into Summer

Photos by Kelsey & Scott Walters

If you want to DRINK,
that’s your CONCERN.

If you want to QUIT,
that’s our CONCERN.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
(386) 756-2930

www.aadaytona.org

TRAVEL



ECCurrent.com • June 2021 • East Coast Current   27 @eccprint • facebook.com/eccmedia

get to know reptiles and amphibians from around the world, and 
maybe even face some of your biggest fears. 

Outside the serpentarium, the Discovery Trail through the 
woods leads you down a path of even more (non-venomous) 
creatures. Here you’ll find massive alligators, an assortment of 
turtles and tortoises, and enormous constrictors and lizards from 
around the globe. 

Although it’s a smaller facility, the center really packs a punch. 
We met several families that have returned again and again over 
the years to visit some of their favorite animals and see another 
extraction. The Reptile Discovery Center is truly a hidden gem 
right here in our own backyard!

REPTILE DISCOVERY CENTER
2710 Big John Drive, DeLand 32724
(386) 740-9143
ReptileDiscoveryCenter.com
Thu - Sat: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; Sun: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Venom extractions at 11:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.
$11.50/adult; $9.50/child (kids 3 and under are free); $9.50/senior
Annual passes for individuals and families available

Kelsey Walters is the publisher 
and one of the co-owners 
of East Coast Current, a 
professional photojournalist with 
a BS in Photography from the 
University of Central Florida. 
Her work focuses on travel and 
documentary photography. 

Scott Walters is Kelsey’s 
husband of four years and 
Avery’s proud father. He is 
originally from Connecticut 
and has lived in Florida since 
he was 11 years old.

Avery Walters is Kelsey and 
Scott’s 3-year-old daughter. 
She loves to tag along on their 
monthly adventures throughout 
the state and play with her dogs, 
Kodi and Bluey. 
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INSIDE LOOK: HALIFAX RIVER YACHT CLUB 

The Halifax River Yacht Club, incorporated as a private club on May 19, 1896, is believed to be the oldest yacht club on the 
eastern seacoast that is still located at its original site. In the Daytona Beach area, it is known to be the one private organization 

that has been in continuous operation from 1896 to the present — spanning three centuries. 

An author once wrote, eulogizing the Club: “The Queen of the 
River, she balances on her spindly legs in the brackish water of 
the Halifax River, as though she had just tip toed from the shore. 
She is old and shows her age, but has withstood lightning, 
hurricanes, and floods, all these years. She is the Halifax River 
Yacht Club, one of Daytona’s earliest landmarks.” She also has 
been called affectionately, “Heaven on the Halifax.” 

With the Club’s founding in 1896, five men drafted the 
Constitution and Bylaws. These documents, though faded, 
are preserved and seen in the Club’s Historical Cabinet. The 
Club’s first meeting was held on 8 January 1896, attended 
by 13 prominent townsmen who were its founding fathers. All 
were avid sailors with a common sport, racing their gaff-rigged 
catboats on the Halifax River. Victor Vuillaume was elected the 
first Commodore with five members to the Board of Trustees. 

Thirty-one members were elected to membership in February 
and committees were appointed. Treasurer E. G. Harris was 
instructed to collect a $10 initiation fee and 50 cents dues per 
month (about $500 and $25 today). Among these early members 

were R. S. Maley, Parker Wilder, Chas. E. Burgoyne, Charles 
Ballough, James N. Gamble, and Carl Knapp, many of whose 
names are well remembered by longtime residents. All worked to 
make the Yacht Club a reality that has prospered to this day. 

During the first year, members met in the large Atlantic 
Building across the street where balls also were held. In March 
1896, Laurence Thompson, a founding father of Daytona and 
one of the original 13 members, gave permission to construct 
a wharf from his premises on Beach Street, including the 
“riparian rights.” It was built 8 feet wide and ran out 150 feet 
with a T-structure at the end for a cost of $225. In February 
1897 the original clubhouse, about 25 by 40 feet in size with 
porches on the south and east sides, was built by S. H. Gove 
for $1,367 — about $65,000 in 2003 dollars. This first building is 
now called the “West Room” and contains the Historical Cabinet 
with pictures and stories of the Club’s history. Chas. Burgoyne 
became the 4th Commodore in 1899 and initiated dredging a 
4.5’ deep channel from the Club’s dock into the natural river 
channel, sharing the cost, and generously helping in other ways.

MEMBERSHIP

HRYC is a member of the Florida Council of Yacht Clubs and 
the Yachting Clubs of America, allowing for reciprocal privileges 
at yacht clubs throughout Florida and across the country. For 
information contact Membership Director Freddie Friend at (386) 
255-7459 or membership@hryc.com, or submit the information 
request form under the membership tab on the website. 

DINING

The HRYC recently welcomed aboard a new Executive Chef, 
Ronald Reed. Robert is a dedicated culinary leader with over 20 
years of experience in casino, hotel and food service. He has 
provided culinary service for the President of the United States, 
The Queen of Holland, and the Kennedy family, as well as 
many celebrities and dignitaries from around the world. He has 
worked at the Hilton, Hotel Del Coronado, Bellagio and Westin 
properties. Robert has traveled extensively for his profession in 
the past and is looking forward to concentrating his efforts for 
the Halifax River Yacht Club. 

Where owning a boat is optional.
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1890s:The HRYC was incorporated as a private club on May 19, 1896.

1896: The first HRYC regatta was held on Washington’s Birthday.

1902: Mr. Gove built a 30-foot addition to the east end of the clubhouse that 
included the landmark square cupola.

1905: Commodore Allen gave the HRYC the Commodore Allen Trophy for 
long distance motor races (now displayed in the trophy case).

1906:  A second story addition was made to the clubhouse, including today’s 
“Bridge” with a porch on the east end.

1930s: Powerboat races on the Halifax became more popular, reaching a peak 
in the late 1930s before World War II.

1950s: Many improvements were made, including the addition of a closed-in 
porch with glass-paneled sliding doors and a walk-around deck built at the east 
end where finger piers had previously provided dockage for several boats. It 
was called the River Room, and later became today’s Flag Room.

1951: The new Municipal Yacht Basin was completed, and the following year the 
Yacht Club made a major effort to relocate to a proposed new clubhouse on 
leased city property.

1970s: This time was considered the rebirth of ocean racing. Bylaws were 
amended to limit the number of active members to 500 persons. 

1972: The Club sponsored the HRYC Invitational Race, running from Ponce 
Inlet to Cape Canaveral.

1974: The Commodores were organized, evolving from the First Mates. 

1975: A large addition was made to the north side of the clubhouse, and the 
kitchen was moved down from the second deck. 

1976: The introduction of the Lady Helmsman Race and the first running of the 
Daytona Challenge Race. 

1978: The first Daytona to Bermuda race - known as the TransAt.

1984: The Club reached an active membership of 500.

1988: New “in-house” computer system was introduced.

1990: Commodore Robert Clarke, with First Lady Jeanette, took the helm 
in 1990 and brought a final resolution of the state’s challenge of the deed to 
previously submerged land that came in 1988. 

1992: The Club amended its Bylaws to eliminate gender as a measure of status, 
thus providing that women could become full voting members and could aspire 
to becoming flag officers and even Commodore. 

1995: The old clubhouse built above the water of the river was held together 
by diligent efforts and kept looking regal.

1996: The HRYC celebrated its Centennial Year, having grown and prospered on 
the same site longer than any other yacht club on the east coast. 

1999: After103 years, the Club elected its first female director. The 
Commodears celebrated its 25th Anniversary. The final racing of the TransAt is 
held. 

Throughout the Years: 1890-1999

The club is open for lunch and dinner every day of the week 
except Monday and breakfast is served on the weekends. 
They have both a clubhouse and a tiki bar where you can 
enjoy one of their delicious meals. 

WEDDINGS AND PRIVATE EVENTS

You and your guests will be intrigued by the old world 
charm of the Halifax River Yacht Club. Their Commodore’s 
Room, Halifax Room, Flag Room and the Tiki Bar-Pool 
areas will impress you from the moment you arrive under 
the porte-cochere, entering through the large wooden doors 
and receiving sincere greetings from the amazing staff. The 
entire clubhouse is surrounded by warm colors and inviting 
pieces and adornments, with the dining areas all overlooking 
the breathtaking view of the Halifax River and the Marina.

No party is too big or small for their dedicated staff. From 
an intimate dinner for two to a celebration that fills an entire 
room, the exquisite cuisine and experienced service staff will 
leave you with memories that will last a lifetime.

You can contact the Banquet Manager, Kim Nelson, at 
(386)255-7459 or kim@hryc.com with any questions you 
may have.

2021 GULFSTREAMER

The biennial GulfStreamer Race from Daytona Beach, 
Florida to Charleston, South Carolina takes place during 
Memorial Day Weekend on even-numbered years. The first 
10 miles of the Race is another challenge as the racers 
sprint to the Main Street Pier in Daytona Beach in the “Brian 
Every Sprint” race. Not only is this a “Race within a Race” 
before boats set a course to Charleston Harbor, 215 miles 
away, but it also gives spectators their best view. A separate 
trophy will be awarded in Charleston for this unique 
tradition. 

The goal of the GulfStreamer is to increase awareness of 
sailing and area attractions and to provide an opportunity 
to organize a multi-state race offshore for several different 
classes of boats This year’s race was held from May 28 - 30.

JUNIOR SAILING CAMP - SUMMER SESSIONS

Available for boys and girls between the ages of 8-16. No 
experience is required to participate. Students get hands-
on boating experience and learn boating safety and rules 
while having fun on the water. They have access to the pool 
and during inclement weather, alternate learning games will 
be enjoyed. Lunch, snacks and beverages are provided by 
HRYC.  

Each junior sailor is required to pass a swimming test 
prior to being allowed out on the water.  The swim test 
includes treading water in the deep end of the pool while 
putting on their life vest, swimming the length of the pool 
and back, then taking the life vest off. 

The 2021 weeks available for registration are: July 12, 
July 19 and July 26.

AMENITIES 

The Halifax River Yacht Club is known by its members 
as a “fun family of friends” and offers an assortment of 
amenities to its members, as well as countless events, live 
music and activities to be a part of. They have a private 
pool, a boaters lounge, free day dockage and overnight 
slips, pickleball courts and are host to poker runs and 
regattas. If you are looking to be a part of a club, but want 
some more information, you can schedule a private tour 
today. 

331 South Beach Street • Daytona Beach, 32114
386.255.7459 • www.hryc.com

facebook.com/halifaxriveryachtclub
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

*Event and club photos taken by Jonny Nomad Media. 

The Halifax River Yacht Club in 1897.
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It was one of those absolutely perfect 
copycat days in paradise. The water 
temperature... perfect. The view, as usual... 
perfect. The sand between my toes... perfect. 
The blue sky... perfect. The lingering rum and 
beers in my veins - perfect! No complaints 
could be found, and for that, gratitude 
coursed through this young pirate’s veins, as 
I was living the life most people only dreamed 
of. Rum Cay had become home for me and 
my uncle. We had commingled with the 
locals and our lovely hostess, so that, after a 
couple of weeks, no one asked questions or 
bothered us. The comfort zone had become… 
perfect. 

The day had begun with hot coffee, 
when our hostess insisted we return to Port 
Nelson for breakfast and then snorkeling the 
Conqueror shipwreck.

Shipwreck? My ears screamed! Nothing 
could have changed my mind. 

And just like that, we were back in her 
convertible VW Rabbit speeding to Port 
Nelson, where we stopped at Last Chance, 
walked onto the sandy floor, and had 
“Fire Engine and Grits” for breakfast. It 
was canned corned beef on a fluffy bed 
of buttery grits. A side dish of sardines 
accompanied our steaming hot coffee. Not 
the quintessential stateside breakfast, but 
nonetheless, awesome in the middle of the 
Caribbean. 

“You’re going to love the underwater view,” 
Julie insisted. “It’s only 30 feet down.”

“Can’t wait,” my uncle said. 

“She sank off of Rum Cay in 1861,” she 
said, pointing out toward the ocean. “A British 
warship that was equipped with one of the 

world’s first steam engines. You can see 
cannons, cannonballs and parts swirling with 
marine life.” 

“Marine life” was code for sharks!

After consuming our unconventional 
breakfast, we sat for a while babbling and 
absorbing the view of the Atlantic Ocean, just 
feet from our toes. It all felt surreal as I sat 
there basking in the view, the glory of Rum 
Cay, canned corned beef, buttery grits, and 
all.

Once satisfied, we exited the beachfront 
bar and made our way down the beach a 
ways for our excursion. After a short walk 
along the shoreline, Julie insisted we had 
arrived. Not seeing anything indicating an 
underwater museum, I stood skeptical. And 
without pause, she peeled off the silky white 
sundress, revealing a skimpy black bikini.

Just like that, I was one satisfied pirate in 
paradise. 

What wreck? I thought as I watched the 
mermaid before my eyes disappear into the 
crystal-blue Atlantic. 

Gotta get back to my coconut concoctions . . .

*This column is part of an ongoing story of tales 
from the past that continues each month for going 
on six years now. 

Adventures of a Modern Pirate

Joshua MacLeod is a NSB 
local and a Florida native. He 
is the author of Savage Tango 
and Chasing Latitudes. He 
lives with his dogs, Durango, 
Higgins and Oscar. 

FEATURE
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The city of New Smyrna Beach’s nickname 
comes from the International Shark 
Attack File, a database of all global shark 
encounters. By its records, Florida far leads 
the United States in shark attacks, and 
Volusia County, where my seaside hometown 
sits, has accounted for more than one-third 
of its total since 1882. Most people from 
out of town embrace the name “Shark Bite 
Capital of the World.” Others that live in town 
unfortunately aren’t too happy about it until 
now. 

The Youth Council Task Force for The 
City of New Smyrna organized a project that 
would celebrate the name by bringing five 
life-sized great white shark sculptures to town 
for local artists to paint. The Youth Council 
Task Force reviews and evaluates problems 
facing youth in the city by facilitating 
neighborhood meetings with local youth to 
discuss problems, needs and suggested 
improvements; and, will meet regularly with 
the mayor and city commission to review 
these suggestions. This year they took their 
assignment to the next level. 

They selected five artists based on their 
artist submissions to this project. The artists 
are Liza Midgett, Cathy Berse, Randal 
Preston, Margo Wenzl and myself. Each 
artist could submit their own sketches for the 
proposal. Once complete the #NSBSharks will 
take center stage on display on city-owned 
property around town.  

The shark statue project, first pitched to the 
city commission on May 14, 2019, consists of 
selecting local artists to decorate 10 seven-
feet-long statues to be installed in outdoor 
public locations throughout the city. Phase I 
includes City Hall, the Alonzo “Babe” James 
Community Center, Brannon Center, City 
Marina and Live Oak Cultural Center with 
Phase II adding Riverside Drive at the end of 
Canal Street under the flag poles, the west 
boat ramp on North Causeway, Christmas 

Park, Flagler Avenue Boardwalk and 27th 
Avenue Beachfront Park.

The Council hopes to start a trend with 
the #NSBSharks by making them a tourist 
attraction. They already have funding for next 
year’s round of #NSBSharks. 

Mayor Russ Owen said, “I am very 
excited by the amazing work done by this 
Youth Council. It will be great to expand 
New Smyrna’s Art in Public Places, and 
showcase the brilliant and creative artwork of 
many local artists that donated their efforts. 
Additionally, this project will serve as a 
fundraiser for future Youth Council initiatives 
which had been a challenge in years past. I 
look forward to future classes being able to 
build on the success of this group.” 

As an artist participating in this project 
I agree with the mayor as I watched these 
young ladies set the standard for the future 
of the Youth Council. Art in public spaces is 
essential for all communities. I’m thrilled to 
be involved with these magnificent displays, 
as are the other artists. I’m looking forward to 
seeing the hashtag #NSBSharks on all your 
social media platform. 

P.S. Don’t forget to look for the artist 
signature to give them a shout out, too!

Would you like to know more about this 
project? Contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
Clerk@CityOfNSB.com or (386) 410-2630.

Shark Art in NSB

Shy Morris is a native to NSB for 
four generations, and a lover of all 
things  positive. Her art has carried 
her around the world and her award 
winning STEAAM curriculum  has 
inspired  and empowered 1000s of 
youth in Volusia County. Shy loves 
everything community and loves 
to see kids thriving with high self 
esteem, great values and ready to be 
productive citizens.

CONVO
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Art Therapy
Can you still color in the lines?

ART
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Ponce Inlet June Tide Chart WAVE

UNDERWATER DIVE SERVICES AVAILABLE

PREMIER MARINE DETAILING 
386.210.0068 • PremierMarineDetailing.com

Sponsored By:



SPOTTED AROUND TOWN - VOLUSIA COUNTY
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Beacon Restaurant, a local beachside favorite in NSB, 
suffered massive damage from a fire in April and was 
forced to close for repairs. MacKenzie Smith, local 
head chef at the Black Dolphin Inn, online influencer 
and owner of the world’s largest grilled cheese blog, 
The Grilled Cheese Social, started a crowd funding 
movement to help save the Beacon and raised over 
$20,000 in less than 24 hours! The Beacon hopes to 
reopen in mid- to late-June thanks to the generosity of 
the community. 

ECC co-owner and editor, Tiffany Evers and boyfriend, 
Scotty Sudakis, celebrated their birthdays with a road 
trip to the west coast of Florida. Tiffany turned 38 
on May 9th and Scotty turned 49 on May 3rd. Happy 
birthday to the couple! 

The 2nd Annual Rick Zimmer Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament was hosted by Halifax Health – Hospice on 
Saturday, May 15 at Cypress Head Golf Club. Proceeds from the event raised money for the Halifax Health 
– Hospice Traumatic Loss Program, which provides free counseling to those in our community who have 
lost someone in a traumatic or unanticipated way. This tournament is in memory of Rick Zimmer Jr., a 
wonderful son, husband, father and brother, who took his own life on July 22, 2018.  Pictured: Rick Zimmer 
Sr. (far right) with his daughter-in-law Jen and grandsons, Nolan and Rory.

Congratulations to Stephanie Rae Ford on her new position 
as the Executive Director of the Southeast Volusia Chamber 
of Commerce! Located in the historic chamber building on 
Canal Street, the chamber is a membership driven volunteer 
organization serving businesses in the area.  

Site work is underway for a small park at 2129 Umbrella Tree 
Drive in Edgewater which will include sensory friendly options 
for children as well as a “mini” city layout. The land for the park 
was donated by a local family and construction is being funded by 
recreational impact fees. The project is expected to be completed 
this summer.  Photo: City of Edgewater

Four community artists (Natasha Azari, Ania Amador, Tasha Roth and Taylor Renee) 
joined together in partnership with Save the Arts Movement to create this new stunning 
mural in just three days. Located in Holly Hill at the Daytona Avenue bridge, the artwork 
is the first public mural in Holly Hill. Photo: Save the Arts Movement

Volusia County Schools (VCS) is pleased to announce the establishment of the Lohman’s Museum of Arts & Sciences Field Study - a fun and engaging day of science 
education at  MOAS for all VCS 5th and 8th graders. The program is being funded by a generous donation (pictured above) from Lowell and Nancy Lohman to the Futures 
Foundation for Volusia County Schools. Classes will take a bus to the museum for a planetarium show, science stage show and other activities such as touring museum 
exhibits. Over 30,000 VCS students will have the opportunity to visit the museum for the Lohman’s Field Study during the next three years. Photo: Volusia County Schools
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Todd Taylor, a New Smyrna Beach business owner (Discovery 
Map of Daytona & New Smyrna Beach) toasts to American Craft 
Beer Week while sampling the Juicy IPA at Ormond Garage. 
As part of his celebratory bar crawl, he planned to hit several 
local breweries over the course of the week including New 
Smyrna Beach Brewing Company, Ormond Brewing Company, 
Red Pig Brewery in Holly Hill and Beachside Brew Pub located 
in Ormond-by-the-Sea. Photo: Sherry Taylor, Discovery Map of 
Daytona Beach and NSB

DeLand locals, Adam and Chambry King, visited 
the city’s newest art installation with their children 
(left to right) 6-month-old Adam Jr. and 20-month-
old Rosebud. The nine monarch butterfly 
sculptures honor the city being named as the first 
Monarch City USA designated in the state. Visit 
DeLand to spot all nine - they’ll flutter away in 
March 2022! Photo provided by the King Family

The pet of the month at Edgewater Animal Shelter is 
Chula! This senior girl was surrendered by her family and 
is part of the shelter’s Senior Paws Program. Chula is in 
need of a loving family and a comfy couch to relax in her 
older years. The shelter is located at 605 Mango Tree 
Drive, call (386) 957-3994 to meet Chula today!

Crystal Layer is a professional organizer whose true passion is helping others bring order to their 
chaos. By encouraging her clients to let go of things that no longer serve a purpose, and strategically 
organize items that do, she helps them achieve ultimate happiness in every part of their lives. Turn to 
page 7 to read more about her new business, The Clearing Crystal. 

Now that we are in sea turtle nesting season, you may spot nests or turtles laying their 
eggs on the beach like this one captured by local photographer, Shelley Lynch. Find more 
of Shelley’s impressive photos of the local wildlife and scenery at ShelleyLynchPhotos.com. 
Find the 2020 sea turtle nesting stats on page 7. 

Locally-owned Yaupon Brothers is proud to partner with the 
Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida, and their Spoon 
Full of Hope initiative, to bring you the Tea Full of Hope! This is a 
delicious blend of blueberry, hibiscus and organic Florida Yaupon. 
Available now at YauponBrothers.com, 50% of proceeds support 
Spoon Full of Hope!

The Port Orange - South Daytona Chamber of Commerce and Daytona Regional Chamber of Commerce held a joint ribbon cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the new Habitat for Humanity Restore on May 27, 2021. Located at 3813 S. Nova Road in Port Orange the home improvement store and 
donation center sells new and gently used furniture, appliances, home goods, building materials and more. 
Photo: Port Orange - South Daytona Chamber of Commerce
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Fishing GuideFishing Guide  
All Text & Photos Provided by All Text & Photos Provided by 
Patrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupatPatrick “Tupat” Eichstaedt @TheRealTupat
Summer is not “officially” here but the temperatures sure are and the fishing is super hot! 

Offshore bites and inshore action are non-stop and will only be getting better. Even with the 
strong winds these past three weeks, I’ve seen some beautiful fish being caught both offshore 
and inshore.

I recently organized a offshore/inshore trip with Captain Cole Taschman (@ColeTashy) of 
Stuart, Florida to film an episode of Tupat’s Fishing Adventures. I took my brother-in-law Max 
Bressan (@TheBressan88) and longtime friend Mike Duffy (@MichaelSeanDuffy). 

We met up with a few other friends and set off into the ocean at the crack of dawn. It was 
slow rolling until we ran into a pair of larger-sized sailfish and Duffy sight casted a Mexican 
style jig with a pitcher right on one of the sailfish’s nose and then it was on! Mike fought the 
fish for about an hour and fifteen minutes until Captain Cole finally touched the leader for 
a leader land. Our GPS showed we had ran about two miles while fighting this beast. It was 
something we all will never forget! 

After that fun action, we tracked a bunch of weed lines looking for mahi-mahi and came 
across a few closer to our way back in and scored this beauty. Next it was lunch at one of 
Tupat’s Hawaiian Poke Sauce’s biggest customers, The Twisted Tuna in Stuart. They have some 
amazing dishes and I highly recommend trying the food, not to mention the atmosphere is top 
notch. 

After lunch we were back at it for some inshore action and scored a few large snook and 
broke off a few times as well. If you are in the Stuart area and want some great fishing action 
please reach out to Captain Cole Taschman at (772) 475-1223 He really knows his stuff and is 
a super fun person to be around! 

BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JUNE:  1,  6 - 13, 17 - 19, 23 - 26, 30BEST DAYS TO FISH IN JUNE:  1,  6 - 13, 17 - 19, 23 - 26, 30
Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!Until next issue… Cast ‘em, Hook ‘em and Catch ‘em!







giving backgiving back
to our community!to our community!

Pools By Bradley will donate a FREE 8 Swim Lesson 2 Week 
Program to 2 kids at the Southeast Volusia Family YMCA

FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!FOR EVERY POOL SOLD!
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Even the smallest 
hernias can cause 
big problems. 

Learn more about our minimally invasive procedures. 

Hernias are fairly common and can be caused by lifting heavy objects, pregnancy, or even chronic coughing. But ignoring the 
abdominal pain or bulging hernias bring can result in years of discomfort and, sometimes, lead to life-threatening complications. 
AdventHealth’s expert physicians use minimally invasive laparoscopic and robotic surgical techniques designed to help you heal 
quickly so you can get back to everyday life.

Watch a virtual hernia screening at 
AHCentralFloridaSurgery.com or call  
407-605-3809 to schedule an appointment.


